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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

IN HONOR OF TEXAS DISTRICT 22
INTERNS

HON. NICK LAMPSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 1, 2007

Mr. LAMPSON. Madam Speaker, interns
are often overlooked as we all rush around the
Capitol, but | believe that Washington, DC,
would come to a halt if there were none. The
importance of the interns’ role cannot be over-
stated, for they handle many tasks that, while
not particularly glamorous, create a much
more efficient workplace and allow legislative
staffers to concentrate on policies that benefit
our constituents and people across the coun-
try.

This summer, my office was fortunate
enough to have six great interns: Sue
Banerjee, Kelly Boss, Omar Farid, Miles
Hilder, Jenna Kubecka, and Kelsey McDowell.
Each intern performed exceptionally well and
deserves much appreciation for their service
to the people of Texas’ 22nd Congressional
District. Their hard work and determination
was noticed by everyone in the office, as well
as by constituents, and | am proud to have
such a talented and competent group of indi-
viduals working in my office. | know that the
work ethic they have demonstrated this sum-
mer will carry them far in life.

These impressive young men and women
are certainly poised to do great things and
contribute significantly to our country’s future.
My staff, constituents, and | thank you all for
your service and wish you the best in your fu-
ture endeavors.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ROBIN HAYES

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, August 1, 2007

Mr. HAYES. Madam Speaker, | was unable
to participate in the following votes. If | had
been present, | would have voted as follows:

July 30, 2007—Rolicall vote 758, | would
have voted “yea;” Rollcall vote 759, | would
have voted “nay;” Rollcall vote 760, | would
have voted “nay;” Rollcall vote 761, | would
have voted “nay;” Rollcall vote 762, | would
have voted “nay.”

July 31, 2007—Rolicall vote 763, | would
have voted “yea;” Rollcall vote 764, | would
have voted “yea;” Rollcall vote 765, | would

have voted “yea.”

CONDEMNING THE ATTACK ON
THE AMIA JEWISH COMMUNITY
CENTER IN BUENOS AIRES, AR-
GENTINA

SPEECH OF

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 30, 2007

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in support, of H. Con: Res. 188,
which condemns the attack on the AMIA Jew-
ish Community Center in Buenos Aires, Ar-
gentina. This attack reduced the 7-story head-
quarters of the Argentinean Jewish community
to rubble and resulted in 85 deaths and 300
wounded. Everyday, Jews around the world
face the injustice of anti-Semitism, and many
have lost their lives because of bigotry.

This resolution condemns the attacks but
also applauds the government of Argentina for
increasing the pace of the continuing inves-
tigation of this attack. It is important that we
support this resolution to encourage Argentina
to continue to provide the resources nec-
essary for its judicial system and intelligence
agencies to fully investigate the AMIA case
and bring those responsible to justice.

When we as individuals or as a government
allow intolerance and hatred to fester and
flourish, we are faced with terrible con-
sequences. Put simply, intolerance must not
be tolerated.

| urge my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion.

———

FARM, NUTRITION, AND
BIOENERGY ACT OF 2007

SPEECH OF

HON. COLLIN C. PETERSON

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 29, 2007

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2419) to provide
for the continuation of agricultural pro-
grams through fiscal year 2012, and for other
purposes:

Mr. PETERSON of Minnesota. Mr. Chair-
man, the attached language was inadvertently
omitted from H. Rept. 110-256, in regard to
Country of Origin Labeling, to H.R. 2419, the
Farm, Nutrition and Bioenergy Act of 2007.

COUNTRY OF ORIGIN LABELING FOR MEAT
AGREEMENT

The Committee recognizes that the issue of
Country of Origin Labeling for meat has be-
come increasingly contentious. With imple-
mentation of the statute enacted in the
Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of
2002 looming, the Committee leadership re-
quested that representatives of the various
interested parties discuss opportunities to
resolve issues of division. These discussions
resulted in general agreement on aspects of

the law which could be modified to achieve
the goals of: improving marketability of
meat products; providing consumers the in-
formation they may seek with regard to the
origin of meat products; and, doing so in a
manner which minimizes the cost of compli-
ance on livestock producers and the meat
trade.

During consideration of H.R. 2419, the
Committee was presented with a list of items
that were agreed upon by the various inter-
ested parties. The list included suggestions
to improve the statute with regard to issues
including product labels, records, and record-
keeping.

With regard to product labeling, the Com-
mittee adopted amendments to Section 281
of the Agricultural Marketing Act of 1946
that would establish four categories of coun-
try of origin labels for meat. The legislative
language outlining these categories is self-
explanatory.

Another area of concern was labeling of
ground meat products. The amendment
adopted by the Committee provides that the
label will include a narrative list of reason-
ably possible countries from which the prod-
uct may have been derived.

While the Committee recognizes the inter-
est in providing consumers with information
regarding the origin of their meat products,
the Committee also recognizes the potential
cost associated with complying with any
label mandate. As such, the Committee has
adopted a grandfather provision to address
concerns about the transition.

With regard to requirements for records
and recordkeeping, the Committee has
adopted provisions that will enable less bur-
densome verification requirements. Specifi-
cally, the Committee has adopted an amend-
ment that will place limits on the authority
of the United States Department of Agri-
culture (USDA) to audit covered entities. To
further shield all parties from liability, the
amendment limits the records upon which
these USDA audits may rely. By limiting
these records to those kept as part of a nor-
mal business practice, it is the intent of the
Committee that retailers and other covered
entities will not impose unnecessary or bur-
densome obligations on their suppliers.

The final item of agreement dealt with the
issues of liability and enforcement. The
amendment adopted by the Committee will
limit the applicability of civil penalties to a
covered entity that has not made an effort to
comply and continues to willfully violate
this section. The Committee specifically in-
tends that violations resulting from a good
faith effort to come into compliance shall
not be subject to civil penalties.

————

DR. MOSSMAN NOMINATED AS SU-
PERINTENDENT OF THE YEAR
OF TEXAS

HON. NICK LAMPSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 1, 2007

Mr. LAMPSON. Madam Speaker, knowl-
edge is one of the greatest gifts teachers be-
stow upon students. They play invaluable
roles in nurturing and giving young people the
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encouragement to grow and develop into pro-
ductive members of society. We see the fruits
of their patience and selfless dedication every
day in our children and in ourselves. Building
a cohesive relationship between teachers and
the administration in charge of managing their
school district is essential to extracting the
most from our talented educators.

This is why | am honored to recognize Dr.
Sandra Mossman’s contribution to the Clear
Creek Independent School District. She has
been nominated to receive the 2007 Super-
intendent of the Year Award given annually
since 1984 by the Texas Association of
School Boards in Austin. The award is adju-
dicated based on several criteria relating to
the efficient administration of education in the
district and is determined by an elected board
of members representing over 4.5 million stu-
dents. She represents one of 17 regional su-
perintendents around the state who have been
acknowledged for their outstanding leadership
skills and commitment to education. Dr.
Mossman has been an innovative super-
intendent, pursuing initiatives that diversify the
educational experiences of her students. She
was instrumental in introducing the Early Col-
lege in High School track that would allow
high school students to take classes at a local
college and even receive a 2-year college de-
gree after fulfilling all their requirements. This
is just one example of Dr. Mossman’s impor-
tant role in raising the standards of education
for our children, and | certainly hope she will
be recognized for her efforts at the TASB
Convention in late August in Dallas. | am sure
she will continue to inspire and lead young
people and her colleagues alike to strive for
the highest goals when examining education
in this country.

As noted historian Henry Adams once said,
“A teacher affects eternity; they can never tell
where their influence stops.” It is a thought
that should motivate all of us to follow the
shining example Dr. Mossman has set of what
it means to be a committed leader in edu-
cation in Texas.

HONORING HOPE FOR VISION
HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 1, 2007

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speaker, |
would like to recognize an organization which
is leading the fight against vision loss. Hope
for Vision was founded to assist individuals
dealing with the loss of vision, and to raise
much needed funding for scientific research
on retinal degenerative and other blinding dis-
eases, so that future generations will not have
to cope with this tragic issue.

| have the distinct pleasure and honor of
being involved in this wonderful organization,
and serve as an honorary member of the
Board of Advisors. | also am proud to call sev-
eral integral members of this organization in-
cluding the Lidsky family, my friends. | have
known Carlos and Betty Lidsky for many years
and their son, Isaac, an attorney here in
Washington, serves as the Chairman and
President of Hope for Vision.

At the age of 12, Isaac was diagnosed with
retinitis pigmentosa, a retinal degenerative dis-
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order. However, this did not slow Isaac down.
He attended New World School of the Arts in
Miami before receiving a bachelor's and law
degree from Harvard University. While at Har-
vard, he met his wife, Dorothy, who has be-
come a passionate advocate for the vision-im-
paired.

This family has been deeply impacted with
degenerative retinal diseases and they have
fought to ensure this horrible condition re-
ceives the proper attention and research
needed to find a cure. Their tenacity and cour-
age in the face of such adversity and heart-
break is commendable. Inspired by their dedi-
cation and hard work, we are working towards
a cure.

The Lidsky family has always been an out-
spoken advocate to raise awareness for
issues surrounding inherited vision diseases.
Vision loss is a problem which affects millions
of Americans. More than 80 million Americans
have a potentially blinding eye disease: 3 mil-
lion have low vision; 1.1 million are legally
blind; and an additional 200,000 are severely
visually impaired. However, research efforts
into vision loss and blindness have already
started to pay dividends. For example, sci-
entists have provided vision to the blind
through microchip technologies, and clinical
trials have started with pharmaceutical treat-
ments to combat vision loss.

Research grants provided by Hope for Vi-
sion are providing our scientists with much
needed funding to further progress on these
initiatives. An example of this progress is the
partnership between Hope for Vision and the
Bascom Palmer Eye Institute, located at the
University of Miami in my Congressional Dis-
trict. These two organizations have teamed up
to provide the best vision care possible for
South Floridians by advancing research and
treatment capabilities with two new innovative
programs. With the help of the Department of
Defense, they have developed the Miami
Project for Ophthalmic Innovation to use the
remarkable military technological advances to
bring new therapies to patients. The goal of
this project is to bring together ideas and peo-
ple from diverse backgrounds to implement re-
search projects aimed at enhancing military
ocular health capabilities. It will directly benefit
our brave men and women serving in uniform,
our veterans, as well as the millions of other
Americans who suffer from blinding eye trau-
ma and disease.

Another initiative is the newly-created Cen-
ter for Hereditary Retinal Diseases at Bascom
Palmer, which owes its very existence to Hope
for Vision. Its goal is to identify every indi-
vidual in the state of Florida with an inherited
eye disease and to provide them with genetic
testing, counseling, and innovative treatments.

Bascom Palmer Eye Institute is recognized
as one of the world’s finest and most progres-
sive centers for eye care, research and edu-
cation. This year, U.S. News & World Report’s
survey rated Bascom Palmer the Number 1
eye hospital in the country. Its dedicated staff
provides excellent vision care to more than
200,000 patients annually at their facilities
across South Florida.

| am also proud to be a founding member
and co-chair of the Congressional Vision Cau-
cus. This organization is a bipartisan coalition
dedicated to strengthening and stimulating a
national dialogue and policy on vision-related
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problems and disabilities. Our responsibility is
to raise awareness about the increasing num-
ber of Americans at risk for age-related dis-
eases, preserve and protect eyesight, and en-
sure adequate resources are directed towards
the research, prevention and treatment of eye
disease.

| have worked together with my colleagues
in the South Florida Congressional delegation
to ensure that Hope for Vision has the funds
necessary to continue their work to discover
treatments and cures for degenerative retinal
diseases. As the baby boom generation
reaches retirement age, vision loss will be-
come an increasingly familiar issue for many
American families.

Once again, | would to congratulate Hope
for Vision on its successes, and look forward
to working with this organization as it con-
tinues to address an issue of growing impor-
tance.

———

COMMENDING THE FEMALE SOC-
CER PLAYERS OF THE NORTH
JERSEY ALL-STARS

HON. SCOTT GARRETT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 1, 2007

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to pay tribute to New
Jersey’s 18 newest young ambassadors, the
female soccer players of the North Jersey All-
Stars. Today, they will set off from JFK Airport
in New York for a two-week trip of good will
and sportsmanship on the East Coast of
Brazil.

While in the coastal cities of Sao Mateus
and Jaguare, the team of soccer superstars
will play five games with local players, will de-
liver more than $15,000 in donated soccer
equipment and sportsgear, and will spread a
message of friendship to the people of Brazil.
While most Americans traveling to Brazil,
spend their days and nights in the touristy re-
sorts, like Rio de Janeiro, these girls will be
visiting a more remote and isolated, and far
less wealthy, region.

These high school-aged soccer players will
be accompanied by their manager, David
Heitman; trainers, Karen Hartigan and Phil
Ross; and a local reporter, Brian Farrell. They
will also be traveling with their coach, former
professional soccer player, Roberto Ferman.
The North Jersey All-Stars are: Zoey Talias of
Wyckoff, Anna Rothschild of River Edge, Ash-
ley Walker of Mahwah, Nicolle Sanchez of
Lyndhurst, Amanda Soto of Mahwah, Faith
Tucker of Rutherford, Lexi Hutton of Basking
Ridge, Christy Shedlock of North Haledon,
Katy Generelli of Spotswood, Karen
Schoepflin of Oakland, Brielle Heitman of
Mahwah, Janelle Biagini of Wyckoff, Kelly
TenEyck of Mahwah, Brooke Bandazian of
Wyckoff, Chelsea Marie Wuesthoff of lIronia,
Sarah Royse of Northvale, Catherine Wolff of
Wyckoff, Mimi Kocela of Waldwick.

| commend these young women for their
dedication to their sport and for their efforts to
use that sport to spread a message of good
will and sportsmanship overseas.
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HON. YVETTE D. CLARKE

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 1, 2007

Ms. CLARKE. Madam Speaker, On rollcall
No. 763, | was unavoidably absent. Had |
been present, | would have voted “yea.” On

rolicall No. 764, | would have voted “yea.” On
rolicall No. 765, | would have voted “yea.” On
rolicall No. 766, | would have voted “nay.” On
rolicall No. 767, | would have voted “yea.” On
rolicall No. 768, | would have voted “yea.” On
rolicall No. 769, | would have voted “yea.” On
rolicall No. 770, | would have voted “nay.” On
rolicall No. 771, | would have voted “yea.” On
rollcall No. 772, | would have voted “yea.” On
rolicall No. 773, | would have voted “yea.” On
rollcall No. 774, | would have voted “yea.” On
rolicall No. 775, | would have voted “present.”

On rollcall No. 776, | would have voted “nay.”
On rolicall No. 777, | would have voted “yea.”
On rollcall No. 778, | would have voted “yea.”

———

IN HONOR OF UNIVERSITY OF
HOUSTON SCIENCE AND PHYSICS
PROGRAMS

HON. NICK LAMPSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 1, 2007

Mr. LAMPSON. Madam Speaker, it is with
great pleasure that | introduce a new oppor-
tunity for future physicists in Southeast region
of Texas. In a collaborative effort, the Univer-
sity of Houston and University of Houston-
Clear Lake (UHCL) are implementing a unique
program for UHCL students pursuing a Mas-
ters of Science in Physics, who wish to con-
tinue in the University of Houston’s Ph.D. Pro-
gram.

The program is tailored towards motivated
students looking to advance their education in
the field of physics. This newly established re-
lationship offers the attainment of a doctoral
degree at both campuses, as opposed to the
previous arrangement that required students
to commute to the University of Houston cam-
pus. The faculty will consist of professors from
both universities, and the doctoral degree will
be presented by the University of Houston.

As a former science teacher, | have always
valued education and research, and the poten-
tial benefits that arise from such hard work
and dedication. This convenient initiative will
not only enhance each student’s performance,
but will also mitigate the strains placed on stu-
dents, teachers and their families by providing
a more localized system in the Clear Lake
area.

It is my belief that educational facilities
should ensure that the needs of their students
are a top priority. University of Houston—Clear
Lake and University of Houston have shown
that a cohesive approach to education may
prove to be both efficient and successful. |
hope this recognition will bring awareness to
such a distinctive program and facilitate future
relationships between universities.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. THOMAS H. ALLEN

OF MAINE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 1, 2007

Mr. ALLEN. Madam Speaker, on July 31,
2007, | was unavoidably absent from the Cap-
itol. Had | been present, | would have voted
“yes” on rollcall vote No. 778, to sustain the
ruling of the Chair of the Committee of the
Whole in her ruling against Mr. SHADEGG of
Arizona during debate on the McHenry
Amendment to the Gingrey Amendment to
H.R. 3161, the Agriculture Appropriations Bill.

| would have voted “yes” on rollcall vote No.
779, the Motion by the Majority Leader for the
Committee of the Whole House to Rise from
its consideration of H.R. 3161, the Agriculture
Appropriations Bill.

———

HONORING DR. NELSON ADAMS:
PRESIDENT, NATIONAL MEDICAL
ASSOCIATION

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 1, 2007

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Madam Speaker, | rise
to offer my congratulations to Dr. Nelson
Adams. On August 7, 2007, Dr. Nelson
Adams will be installed as the 108th president
of the 112-year-old National Medical Associa-
tion during their annual convention and sci-
entific assembly in Honolulu, Hawaii. The Na-
tional Medical Association (NMA) promotes
the collective interests of physicians and pa-
tients of African descent by serving as the col-
lective voice of physicians of African descent
and as a leading force for parity in medicine,
elimination of health disparities, and promotion
of optimal health. Dr. Adams is the recipient of
numerous awards and honors, including the
Honorary Doctor of Laws, but to me his most
important accomplishment is that he was the
doctor who delivered my son Kendrick Meek,
Jr.

Dr. Adams, a native of Miami, Florida and a
product of its public school system, is a med-
ical leader passionately committed to elimi-
nating racial and ethnic inequality in health.
He is regarded as an exceptional achiever,
earning high recognition both scholastically
and among medical peers. An esteemed
alumnus of Howard University, Dr. Adams has
been recognized in Who's Who in American
Colleges and Universities. He earned his med-
ical degree at Meharry Medical College, where
he was named Student of the Year in his
freshman class and served as President of the
Meharry Chapter of the Student NMA. Dr.
Adams completed his four-year residency in
Obstetrics and Gynecology at Emory Univer-
sity in 1982. Prior to returning home to Miami,
Dr. Adams practiced in Mobile, Alabama for
three years, where he was a founding member
of the Bay Area Medical Association, an affil-
iate society of the NMA.

A board certified obstetrician-gynecologist,
Dr. Adams has a vibrant and challenging prac-
tice in North Miami-Dade County. He was the
first African-American Chairman of the Depart-
ment of Obstetrics and Gynecology and the
first African-American Chief of Staff of North

E1683

Shore Medical Center. In 1992, he founded
the Maternal Child Health Initiative (MCHI), an
award-winning model for providing care to at-
risk, low-income, pregnant women.

Today, Dr. Adams is the Chairman of the
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology at
Jackson North Medical Center and President
of N.L. Adams, M.D. and Associates. He is
also President and Chairman of Access Health
Solutions (AHS), a managed care company
providing services in 26 counties in Florida.
Under Dr. Adams’ leadership and through his
keen focus on both access and quality, AHS
has grown from humble beginnings to serving
more than 94,000 beneficiaries with 525
healthcare providers.

Throughout his fruitful career, Dr. Adams’
leadership and community service has
reached across academic, religious, fraternal,
and charity institutions. He is the past Chair-
man of the Executive Committee of the Great-
er Miami Region of the National Conference of
Christian and Jews, a member of the pres-
tigious Orange Bowl Committee, a member of
the Board of Trustees of the Florida Inter-
national University Foundation, Meharry Med-
ical College, Barry University, The Children’s
Trust and until recently, the Miami Art Mu-
seum.

| am also proud to report that Dr. Adams
and | are Members of the same fraternity,
which we both consider the best fraternity in
the country—Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.
Additionally, he is a beloved and active mem-
ber of the historic St. John Baptist Church
where he serves as a Deacon and Chairman
of the Board of the church’s Community De-
velopment Corporation. Dr. Adams has held
many positions of leadership in organized
medicine at the local, state and national lev-
els. He is the past President of the local and
state NMA societies in Florida and has served
as Vice President, Secretary of the House of
Delegates, and member of the Board of Trust-
ees of the NMA.

Dr. Adams has served on the board of di-
rectors of the DCMA for nearly 10 years, and
is the past Treasurer, Secretary, Vice-Presi-
dent, and President-elect of this august body.
In June 2007 he was installed as the 97th
President of the Dade County Medical Asso-
ciation. Dr. Adams is the son of Naomi A.
Adams and the late Nelson L. Adams, both of
whom were educators in the Dade County
School system. Dr. Adams is married to Effie
Jones Adams and they are the proud parents
of Victoria and Nelson. Sustained by family
ties and guided by spiritual values, Dr. Adams
abides by the motto: “To whom much is given,
much is required.”

———

NFL, MLB, NBA, NHL, AND NCAA
OPPOSE SPORTS BETTING.

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 1, 2007

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | would like
to call attention to a letter that | and my col-
leagues received this week from the profes-
sional and collegiate sports associations. It
alerts us to the fact that, at this time when the
reputation and integrity of American athletics
are keenly threatened by gambling-related
scandals, proposals to legalize and sanction
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sports gambling are being advanced here in
the House of Representatives.

| have long been concerned about pro-
tecting American athletics from the taint of
gambling. | cosponsored the Professional and
Amateur Sports Protection Act of 1992, when
arrested the growth of state-sponsored sports
betting. As Congress said then, “Sports gam-
bling threatens to change the nature of sport-
ing events from wholesome entertainment for
all ages to devices for gambling. It undermines
public confidence in the character of profes-
sional and amateur sports.”

Now H.R. 2046 threatens to let offshore on-
line gambling operators do through the back-
door what PASPA shut off to states through
the front door. And the proponents of sports
gambling are making the same arguments that
they did in the early 1990s: legal sportsbooks
have the technology and incentive to identify
suspicious activity and prevent actual corrup-
tion of the game; people are going to gamble
on sports anyway, so the government might
as well capture tax revenue on the activity.

Congress rejected those arguments then,
and they should reject them now. The funda-
mental issue has never been whether the
technology existed to prevent abusive sports
gambling. The fundamental issue is this: re-
gardless of what happens between friends or
on the black market, Congress should not be
in the business of encouraging people to gam-
ble on sports. And sports gambling should be
off limits from further exploitation as a ‘“rev-
enue enhancer.”

This is an essential principle, that gambling
and sports do not mix. Even though H.R. 2046
says sports leagues can “opt out” of allowing
gambling on their sport, Congress would still
be sending the wrong message about sports
gambling. Moreover, the sports associations
have very serious concerns that the “opt-outs”
could be struck down by U.S. courts or inter-
national tribunals, leaving their sports com-
pletely unprotected.

As their letter says, “the harms caused by
government endorsement of sports betting far
exceed the alleged benefits.” Therefore, | will
not support any movement on H.R. 2046 so
long as it poses any threat to the integrity of
American athletics.

Madam Speaker, | ask unanimous consent
to place in the RECORD the letter signed by the
General Counsels of the National Football
League, Major League Baseball, National Bas-
ketball Association, National Hockey League,
and National Collegiate Athletic Association.

JuLy 30, 2007.

DEAR MEMBER OF CONGRESS: Sports betting
is incompatible with preserving the integrity
of American athletics. For many decades, we
have actively enforced strong policies
against sports betting. And the law on this
point is consistent. Federal statutes bar
sports betting, especially the 1961 Wire Act
and the 1992 Professional and Amateur
Sports Protection Act. Enforcement of these
laws against sports betting was also a sig-
nificant motive for enacting the Unlawful
Internet Gambling Enforcement Act of 2006
(UIGEA).

Accordingly, we urge you to reject current
proposals to legalize Internet gambling, such
as H.R. 2046 sponsored by Rep. Barney Frank.
This legislation reverses federal policy on
sports betting and would for the first time
give such gambling Congressional consent.
The bill sends exactly the wrong message to
the public about sports gambling and threat-
ens to undermine the integrity of American
sports.
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On a related point, we believe the Congress
should not consider any liberalization of
Internet gambling until the U.S. Trade Rep-
resentative successfully resolves our trade
disputes in this area. A rush to judgment on
this subject could result in irreversible dam-
age to U.S. sovereignty in the area of gam-
bling regulation, including the capacity to
prohibit sports bets.

Though Internet gambling on sports has
never been legal, easy access to offshore
Internet gambling websites has created the
opposite impression among the general pub-
lic, particularly before Congress enacted
UIGEA last fall. UIGEA emerged from more
than a decade of Congressional consider-
ation, in which stand-alone legislation aimed
at restricting Internet gambling passed ei-
ther the Senate or the House in each of five
successive Congresses, each time by over-
whelming bi-partisan votes. UIGEA also en-
joyed a broad array of supporters, including
49 state Attorneys General and other law en-
forcement associations, several major finan-
cial institutions and technology companies,
dozens of religious and family organizations,
and of course our sports organizations.

Enactment of UIGEA was grounded on con-
cerns about addictive, compulsive, and un-
derage Internet gambling, unlawful sports
betting, potential criminal activity, and the
wholesale evasion of federal and state laws.
When it passed the House a year ago, the
vote was 317-93, including majorities of both
caucuses and with the affirmative votes of
both party leaders.

The final product was a law that did not
change the legality of any gambling activ-
ity—it simply gave law enforcement new, ef-
fective tools for enforcing existing state and
federal gambling laws. UIGEA and its prede-
cessor bills could attract such consensus be-
cause they adhered to this principle: whether
you think gambling liberalization is a bad
idea or a good one, the policy judgments of
State legislatures and Congress must be re-
spected, not de facto repealed by deliberate
evasion of the law by offshore entities via
the Internet.

By contrast, H.R. 2046 would put the Treas-
ury Department in charge of issuing licenses
to Internet gambling operators, who would
then be immunized from prosecution or li-
ability under any Federal or State law that
prohibits what the Frank bill permits. The
bill would tear apart the fabric of American
gambling regulation. By overriding in one
stroke dozens of Federal and State gambling
laws. this would amount to the greatest ex-
pansion of legalized gambling ever enacted.

This legislation contains an ‘‘opt-out’ that
appears to permit individual leagues to pro-
hibit gambling on their sports. But regard-
less of the “‘opt-out,” the bill breaks terrible
new ground, because Congress would for the
first time sanction sports betting. That is
reason enough to oppose it. In addition, the
bill’s safeguard opt-out for sports leagues as
well as the one for states may well prove il-
lusory and ineffectual. They will be subject
to legal challenge before U.S. courts and the
World Trade Organization.

In addition, this legislation would dramati-
cally complicate current trade negotiations
concerning gambling. In 1994, the United
States signed the General Agreement on
Trade in Services, which included a commit-
ment to free trade in ‘‘other recreational
services.” In subsequent WTO proceedings,
the United States has claimed this commit-
ment never included gambling services. The
United States has noted that any such ‘‘com-
mitment’’ would contradict a host of federal
and state laws that regulate and restrict
gambling. The WTO has not accepted this ar-
gument.

Accordingly, the U.S. Trade Representa-
tive has initiated negotiations to withdraw
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gambling from U.S. GATS commitments. Be-
fore withdrawal can be finalized, agreement
must be reached on trade concessions with
interested trading partners. Few concessions
should be required because there was never a
legal market in Internet gambling in the
U.S. If Congress creates a legal market be-
fore withdrawal is complete, the withdrawal
will become much more complicated and
costly. Therefore, we oppose any legislation
that would imperil the withdrawal process.

Finally, we have heard the argument that
Internet gambling can actually protect the
integrity of sports because of the alleged ca-
pacity to monitor gambling patterns more
closely in a legalized environment. This ar-
gument is generally asserted by those who
would profit from legalized gambling and the
same point was raised in 1992 when PASPA
was enacted. Congress dismissed it then and
should dismiss it now. The harms caused by
government endorsement of sports betting
far exceed the alleged benefits.

H.R. 2046 sets aside decades of federal
precedent to legalize sports betting and ex-
poses American gambling laws to continuing
jeopardy in the WTO. We strongly urge that
you oppose it. Thank you for considering our
views on this matter.

Sincerely,
RICK BUCHANAN, Executive,

VP and General Coun-
sel, National Basket-
ball Association.

ELSA KIRCHER COLE,

General Counsel, Na-
tional Collegiate
Athletic Association.

WILLIAM DALY,

Deputy Commissioner,
National Hockey
League.

ToM OSTERTAG,

Senior VP and General
Counsel, Major
League Baseball.

JEFFREY PASH,

Executive VP and
General Counsel,
National Football
League.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 1, 2007

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Madam Speaker, on
rollcall No. 781, had | been present, | would
have voted “aye.”

——————

SUPPORT OF THE COMMUNITY
BROADBAND ACT OF 2007

HON. RICK BOUCHER

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 1, 2007

Mr. BOUCHER. Madam Speaker, | rise to
introduce the Community Broadband Act of
2007 in which | am pleased to be joined by
the gentleman from Michigan, Mr. UPTON. |
appreciate his co-authorship of the measure
and the steps we have taken together to con-
struct the bill.

Our legislation will encourage the deploy-
ment of high speed networks by ensuring the
ability of local governments to offer community
broadband services.
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Broadband has changed the way that peo-
ple in our Nation live, work, transact business
and obtain information. The ways people work
and play today are fundamentally different
from a decade ago, due in significant part to
the growth and development of the Internet,
faster and more efficient ways to access it and
the broad new range of Internet based serv-
ices now in common use.

But for our citizens to be able to reap the
benefits of this transformation, they must have
access to broadband, and the United States
has fallen woefully behind other developed na-
tions in its deployment. According to the most
recent statistics released by the Organization
for Economic Cooperation and Development,
the United States has dropped from 12th in
the world to 15th for broadband penetration.
The nation that invented the Internet and
today creates its most popular globally utilized
applications can and for the sake of our na-
tional economy must do better than that.

Most of the areas in the U.S. that lack
broadband are lightly populated rural regions.
Almost 20 percent of households nationwide
are not served by a broadband provider, and
others are served by a single provider that
may charge higher rates for the service given
the absence of competition. In my district, for
example, we have a county with a population
of 16,000 people where the most populous
town has 614 residents. That county has no
broadband service. | represent dozens of
small communities with populations measuring
in the hundreds of people where broadband is
absent. That pattern is replicated across rural
America, and our current global standing is a
reflection of it.

It is no surprise that building out broadband
to such areas is a low priority for cable and
telephone service providers, but that reality
does not make broadband any less essential
to the lives of unserved rural residents. If the
commercial broadband providers are not will-
ing to deploy in particular areas, local govern-
ments should be able to step in and fill the

ap.

At the turn of the last century, when the pri-
vate sector failed to provide electricity services
to much of America, thousands of community
leaders stepped forward to form their own
electric utilities. At that time, opponents to mu-
nicipally-operated electric utilities argued that
local governments were not qualified to meet
this task. They also argued that competition
from the private sector would be hindered by
the entry of municipalities into the market.
Those arguments did not prevail because it
was deemed to be in the public interest to de-
ploy the then new “essential infrastructure”
universally, and today we have thriving munic-
ipal electric utilities nationwide that have well
served their localities for the past century .

| believe that broadband today is the new
essential infrastructure. It is every bit as nec-
essary today as electricity service was 100
years ago, and just as with electricity service
100 years ago, in many instances, the only
entity willing to provide the service today is the
local government.

The Community Broadband Act of 2007 en-
sures that local leaders can bring broadband
technology to their communities, just as local
leaders did with electricity a century ago. More
than 14 States have passed laws restricting
public communications services. The U.S. Su-
preme Court has upheld the power of States
to enact these barriers. Our legislation re-
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moves the barriers. It leaves room for States
to enact reasonable terms and conditions
under which local governments can deploy
broadband, but it overturns absolute bars to
localities offering the service.

The bill includes competitive safeguards to
ensure that public providers cannot abuse
governmental authority by discriminating in
favor of a public service to the disadvantage
of private competitors.

Community broadband networks have the
potential to create jobs and increase economic
development, enhance market competition,
and accelerate universal, affordable Internet
access for all Americans. Let's give localities
the freedom to create arrangements that work
for them, whether they own the infrastructure
and offer the service or whether they deploy
the facilities and lease the lines to private
service providers. The national interest re-
quires that we harness the willingness of local-
ities to elevate our world standing and to en-
rich the lives of their constituents and the eco-
nomic prospects of local businesses that ur-
gently need broadband services.

| encourage our colleagues to join Con-
gressman UPTON and me in enacting the
Community Broadband Act of 2007.

————

FARM, NUTRITION, AND
BIOENERGY ACT OF 2007

SPEECH OF

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 27, 2007

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2419) to provide
for the continuation of agricultural pro-
grams through fiscal year 2012, and for other
purposes:

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chairman, while | was
very supportive of the great work that was
done by House Agriculture Committee Chair-
man PETERSON on the farm bill, there is one
provision that | have significant concerns
about and | will work to ensure that the lan-
guage is removed from the bill before it is en-
acted into law.

The farm bill contains language that would
change the Federal Meat Inspection Act and
the Poultry Products Inspection Act that would
allow state inspected meat and poultry prod-
ucts to be sold in interstate commerce. Cur-
rent law limits the sale of state-inspected meat
and poultry products to the state in which they
were produced. The stated purpose of the pro-
vision is to encourage the creation of new
small meat and poultry processing businesses
and give farmers new markets for their prod-
ucts. Because current law permits state-in-
spection programs but requires that they be
“equal to” the federal program, supporters of
this provision insist there would be no health
risk in permitting state-inspected products to
be sold any where.

However, do not be misled by the argu-
ment—the proposed change in the law would
create a serious threat to public health and re-
sult in the serious weakening of the federal
meat and poultry inspection programs. Instead
of creating new markets for farmers, the re-
duced health standard that this provision
would establish ultimately would reduce the
market for all meat and poultry products.
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There are no data to support the belief that
federal inspection requirements are too oner-
ous for small companies. In fact, thousands of
small and very small meat and poultry plants
in every single state operate successfully
under the federal inspection process. There
are currently 5,603 plants now under federal
inspection, and 2,878 of those (51 percent)
employ ten or fewer people. In addition, there
are approximately 1,654 other plants that have
between 10 and 50 employees.

While the federal inspection laws require
that state inspection programs be equal to the
federal program, based on reports by the
USDA Office of Inspector General, plants sub-
jected to state inspection may not be as clean
and sanitary as federally inspected plants. In
October 2006, the USDA Office of Inspector
General published an audit of FSIS’s oversight
of state meat and poultry inspection programs
that outlined how state inspection programs
failed to meet sanitation standards. The report
also found that FSIS was failing to hold states
responsible for protecting public health by al-
lowing meat plants in four states to continue to
sell meat even after finding that the state pro-
grams were not meeting legal safety stand-
ards.

Although meat and poultry inspection laws
require that state programs be equal to the
federal program, USDA focuses its reviews of
equivalence on state plans. So, while it is pos-
sible to have adequate inspection plans on
paper, the USDA does not certify that each
state inspected plant meets federal standards.
The agency also does not return to these
plants to determine that they are continuing to
meet federal standards.

Mr. Chairman, you will be disturbed to learn
that the USDA conducts a far more rigorous
oversight of foreign plants that want to export
meat to the U.S. than it does over state in-
spected plants. Before a plant in a foreign
country can ship meat to the U.S., USDA must
first determine that the foreign country’s in-
spection program is “equal to” the U.S. pro-
gram. Then, USDA must examine and certify
as acceptable each individual plant that wants
to ship meat or poultry to the U.S. There is no
comparable requirement for state-inspected
plants to be initially certified.

The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Cir-
cuit, rejected the state of Ohio’s contention
that the prohibition on interstate sale of state-
inspected meat violated the Fifth and Tenth
amendments to the U.S. Constitution. The
court explained that the difference between
federal, international and state inspection pro-
grams justified the limitations on the shipment
of state inspected meat. They found that
“though the U.S. Department of Agriculture
keeps an eye on state inspection programs, it
keeps yet a closer eye on its own plants and
on meat and poultry entering the country, and
it is possible that a state program could dete-
riorate without the USDA’s knowledge. This
possibility provides a rational basis for Con-
gress to restrict the interstate transport of
state-inspected meat.”

Another important component of this issue
to consider is that it would be extremely dif-
ficult for a state government to manage an ef-
fective recall of adulterated meat or poultry
that has been shipped outside the state. The
USDA and state governments do not possess
mandatory recall authority, and recalls must
be negotiated between the regulatory agency
and the company. While a state meat inspec-
tion agency may direct a state-inspected plant
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to undertake a recall, a state inspection pro-
gram does not have the legal authority to trav-
el to other states to assure a recall of meat
and poultry products has been executed thor-
oughly.

The proposed language in the farm bill
would have the unintended consequence of
opening the door for a major exodus of meat
and poultry plants from federal inspection to
state inspection programs. The language
would allow 80 percent of all federally in-
spected plants to be eligible to transfer from
federal inspection to state inspection if the
plant is in one of the 28 states that have an
inspection program. This means that a feder-
ally inspected plant that is under pressure
from a federal inspector to improve its sanita-
tion practices could decide to transfer to the
state inspection that might offer less stringent
oversight.

Mr. Chairman, as you can see, this is a very
critical food safety issue that needs to be ad-
dressed. A Democratic Congress cannot be
responsible for jeopardizing our food supply
and we must work to ensure that this provision
is not enacted into law.

Last week, the Safe Food Coalition sent a
letter that outlined the concerns on this issue
in greater detail. | ask that the letter be in-
cluded in the RECORD.

JULY 25, 2007.

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE: The undersigned
members of the Safe Food Coalition and the
American Federation of Government Em-
ployees strongly oppose the state-inspected
meat and poultry provisions in the ‘“Farm
Bill,” H.R. 2419. These provisions would
lower food safety standards and increase the
risk of food poisoning in the U.S. They would
encourage the least responsible and com-
petent meat and poultry federally inspected
processors to escape the rigorous safety en-
forcement of federal inspectors and search
for more ‘‘understanding’ and ‘‘flexible’’ en-
forcement by state inspectors.

The provisions amend the Federal Meat In-
spection Act and the Poultry Products In-
spection Act to permit meat and poultry
products inspected by state inspectors to be
sold in interstate commerce. The goal, ac-
cording to supporters, is to ‘‘create new mar-
kets for state-inspected meat’’ which they
say would encourage the start-up of new,
small meat and poultry processing compa-
nies that would compete with giant inter-
national slaughter and processing companies
and offer farmers better prices. We agree
that both farmers and consumers might ben-
efit from increased competition in meat and
poultry processing, but we reject the as-
sumption that new companies and competi-
tion must be encouraged by dismantling the
federal inspection system, reducing food
safety standards, and raising the risk of
foodborne illness.

These provisions do not permit states to
establish higher food safety standards. Fed-
eral meat and poultry laws pre-empt the
states from raising standards. USDA’s In-
spector General reports that the Department
has not closed state programs that fail to
provide safety protection ‘‘equal to’’ federal
standards.

The provisions affect federal, as well as
state, inspected meat and poultry plants.
They would make 80 percent of all federally
inspected meat and poultry processing
plants—4,632 of 5,603 plants—eligible to
switch from federal inspection to the more
“business-friendly’” state inspection. With
that change, if a federal inspector pressures
a meat packer to improve sanitation, the
packer could instead try to negotiate a more
understanding regulatory response from his
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state inspection program. It is not surprising
that both the American Meat Institute and
the National Meat Association, whose mem-
bers are federally inspected plants, have
signed off on this language despite the au-
thors’ claims that it creates new competi-
tion for them.

A major exodus from federal to state in-
spection programs would not only threaten
food safety but would also adversely affect
thousands of federal inspection employees,
contributing to a loss of federal inspection
positions. Their loss would hurt American
consumers who have benefited from the work
of well-trained federal inspectors, all sworn
to protect the public’s health, who have, for
over 40 years, been an important part of the
nation’s public health protection structure.

The provisions would also unleash lobbying
campaigns to set up state inspection pro-
grams in the 22 states that currently do not
have them so plants in those states can also
seek ‘“‘more understanding’ enforcement of
food safety laws under state programs.

Thousands of very small plants thrive
under federal inspection. Fifty-one percent
of all federally inspected plants (2,878 of
5,603) have 10 or fewer employees and 80 per-
cent have 50 or fewer employees. These feder-
ally inspected small operations comply with
federal inspection and make a profit. We do
not support providing an unfair advantage to
small companies who don’t or can’t make
the commitments necessary to comply with
federal food safety requirements.

The USDA Office of Inspector General re-
ports that plants subject to state inspection
may not be as clean and sanitary as federally
inspected plants. In 1994 the IG said, ‘‘state
programs are weak in policing plant sanita-
tion and the federal government is weak in
following up to make sure deficiencies in the
state inspection system are fixed.”’

In October 2006, the OIG released an audit
of state inspection that included stomach
turning examples of state inspection pro-
grams failing to meet basic sanitation re-
quirements and of FSIS failing to hold states
responsible for protecting public health.

The OIG reported that FSIS visited 11
meat plants in Mississippi in October 2003.
None of the plants met all HACCP require-
ments. FSIS reported that cutting boards in
one plant were heavily contaminated with
meat residues from the previous day’s work
and noted that some plants failed to monitor
cooking temperatures, potentially exposing
consumers to bacteria that cause foodborne
illness.

The Mississippi meat inspection program
allowed the plants to continue operating.
FSIS allowed the Mississippi program to
keep operating though it was not meeting
the ‘‘equal to” federal inspection legal re-
quirements.

FSIS allowed meat plants in four states—
Missouri, Wisconsin, Delaware and Min-
nesota to continue to operate, selling meat
to unsuspecting consumers, even after find-
ing that the state programs were not meet-
ing legal standards for ‘‘equal to.” Under
current law, the risk from lax state meat
and poultry inspection programs is limited
because the products cannot leave the state
in which they were produced. If Congress ap-
proves these provisions the problems would
become nationwide as the products travel
across the country.

The USDA does not certify that each state
inspected plant meets federal standards be-
fore coming into the program, nor does it go
back to check to determine that the plants
continue to meet federal standards. FSIS of-
ficials determine ‘‘equal to’’ status primarily
by looking at paper, not plants. They exam-
ine state plans. They almost never actually
go into a state-inspected plant to see what is
really happening.
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The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth
Circuit explains why Congress is justified in
limiting the shipment of state-inspected
meat to the state in which it is produced:
‘... though the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture keeps an eye on state inspection pro-
grams, it keeps yet a closer eye on its own
plants and on meat and poultry entering the
country, and it is possible that a state pro-
gram could deteriorate without the USDA’s
knowledge. This possibility provides a ra-
tional basis for Congress to restrict the
interstate transport of state-inspected
meat.”

There is no effective way for state govern-
ments to assure recall of state inspected
adulterated meat or poultry that has been
shipped away from the state where it was
produced. These provisions, therefore, will
increase the risk of serious foodborne illness.
Neither USDA nor state governments has
mandatory recall authority. Recalls are ne-
gotiated between the regulatory agency and
the company. The USDA, however, has the
staff and capacity both to negotiate with a
company about the size and timing of a re-
call and to go to all the places where the
product may have been distributed to be sure
the recalled products are being removed. No
individual state agriculture department has
the authority or the capacity to institute
and manage the recall of adulterated meat or
poultry from another state.

The provisions were approved by the House
Agriculture Committee without the benefit
of public hearings to explore the crucial
issues or give opponents an opportunity to
be heard. The provisions were drafted by the
National Association of State Departments
of Agriculture whose members want to ex-
pand their programs. Meat packing trade as-
sociations, whose members may welcome the
leverage of threatening to switch to state in-
spection, signed off on the provisions. Con-
sumer and public health experts, as well as
the unions who represent federal inspectors
and workers in meatpacking plants, had no
opportunity to address the issues.

The provisions assure that the details of
implementation would also avoid trans-
parency and exclude public participation.
The provisions direct the Secretary of Agri-
culture to promulgate rules for the major
new program within 180 days after the bill
becomes law, effectively foreclosing any
meaningful opportunity for notice and com-
ment rulemaking, open meetings and public
discussion. One of the provisions creates an
advisory committee limited to officials of
state inspection programs, excluding public
health experts and representatives of con-
sumers who might challenge whether public
health is being given first consideration.

Neither the House of Representatives nor
the American people are well served by the
substance of these provisions or the process
that produced them. We believe that ap-
proval of the Farm Bill language allowing
state inspected meat and poultry products to
be sold in interstate commerce would mark
the beginning of the end of the nation’s
strong, uniform federal meat and poultry in-
spection system and would seriously under-
mine the public health protection federal in-
spection has built over the past 40 years.

Sincerely,

Carol Tucker Foreman, Founder, Safe
Food Coalition; Patricia Buck, Center
for Foodborne Illness Research & Pre-
vention; Chris Waldrop, Consumer Fed-
eration of America; Wenonah Hauter,
Food & Water Watch; Jacqueline
Ostfeld, Government Accountability
Project; Linda Golodner, National Con-
sumers League; Nancy Donley; Safe
Tables-Our Priority; Michael J. Wilson,
United Food and Commercial Workers
International Union; American Federa-
tion of Government Employees.
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50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADER-
SHIP CONFERENCE

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 30, 2007

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference,
SCLC, as it celebrates 50 years of promoting
non-violent action as a means to achieve so-
cial, economic, and political justice. The op-
portunity to serve as the first African-American
Chairman of the House Judiciary Committee is
a tribute to the efforts of the SCLC to promote
equal opportunity and equal justice. .

Without the courage and sacrifice of mem-
bers of the SCLC, namely its first President,
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and those Presi-
dents that followed—Ralph Abernathy, Joseph
Lowery, and Martin Luther King, I, we simply
would not be where we are today. And while
we have much work to do, we are living the
legacy of the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference everyday.

This August will be the 50th anniversary of
the Southern Christian Leadership Con-
ference. The SCLC traces its roots to the
Montgomery Bus Boycott of 1955, which
began with the quiet yet courageous efforts of
one woman: Rosa Parks. | had the privilege of
working with Rosa Parks for over 20 years
when she agreed to join my staff after | was
elected to Congress in 1964. The Montgomery
Bus Boycott brought together two local min-
isters, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and Ralph
Abernathy, who established the Montgomery
Improvement Association to lead the boycott
efforts. As the movement to desegregate pub-
lic transportation spread beyond Montgomery
County into surrounding states, it was clear
that the organization needed to expand, both
in size and in scope.

Following the success of the Montgomery
Bus Boycott, a group of 60 organizers from 10
states met in Atlanta, Georgia to plan the next
steps. The result was the founding of the
Southern Leadership Conference on Transpor-
tation and Nonviolent Integration. The organi-
zation’s title was shortened to its current
name, the Southern Christian Leadership Con-
ference during its first convention, held in
Montgomery in August 1957. Next week, the
SCLC will be hosting its 49th annual conven-
tion in Atlanta, GA.

Leading the efforts of the SCLC to end seg-
regation was Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., a
man | am honored to have been able to call
a friend and confidant. In fact, it was Dr. King
that endorsed me for Congress when | first
ran and was elected to serve in 1964. Signifi-
cantly, Dr. King personally awarded me with
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference
Award in 1967. Having walked alongside Dr.
King, a fearless leader who challenged contin-
ued racial segregation and believed that “op-
pressed people cannot remain oppressed for-
ever,” | am committed to continuing the legacy
of Dr. King and the SCLC.

Under the helm of President Joseph Lowery
for much of its existence—from 1977 until
1997, the SCLC advanced Dr. King’s dream
for an America—a society united behind the
banner of equality and freedom. Today, the
SCLC remains strong under the leadership of
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Dr. Charles Steele, Jr., promoting a number of
programs in the areas of economic empower-
ment, health advocacy, education, and crimi-
nal justice. The SCLC has also established
the Martin Luther King, Jr., Conflict Resolution
Center, an international initiative to promote
Dr. King’s principle of nonviolence as a means
to resolving conflicts throughout the world.

We’ve come a long ways over the last 50
years, and the work of the SCLC continues to
be of critical importance. It is to the credit of
Dr. King and other leaders of the SCLC that
today the torch of the civil rights movement is
carried by many hands. One of those hands is
Dr. King’s son, Martin lll, who headed the
SCLC from 1997 until 2003 and remains com-
mitted to the organization’s vision. So fol-
lowing the lead of Martin Ill, Joseph Lowery,
Ralph Abernathy, and of course Dr. King, let
us continue the work and legacy of the South-
ern Christian Leadership Conference on its
50th anniversary.

TUMACACORI HIGHLANDS
WILDERNESS ACT OF 2007

HON. RAUL M. GRIJALVA

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 1, 2007

Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Speaker, | am
pleased to introduce legislation today to pro-
tect a magnificently diverse natural landscape
in the mountains southwest of Tucson. When
enacted, the Tumacacori Highlands Wilder-
ness Act will make a major contribution to the
conservation of the natural wonders of Ari-
zona, to the benefit of all of our citizens—
those alive today and all the generations to
come.

The Tumacacori Highlands is the collective
name for two adjacent wilderness areas on
public lands that are part of the Coronado Na-
tional Forest.

These desert peaks and canyons are key
parts of the world-renowned Sky Island bio-
region, a biological “hotspot” where the south-
ern margin of habitats for many species from
the Rocky Mountain west overlaps the north-
ern extent of habitats for many tropical spe-
cies better known in Mexico. The area is
home to subtropical species like the elegant
trogon and Chiricahua leopard frog that are
found nowhere else in the United States, and
offers secluded habitat vital for jaguars, the
rare and elusive spotted cat that is now repop-
ulating this portion of its former range.

THE NEW WILDERNESS AREAS

This legislation will expand the existing
7,553-acre Pajarita Wilderness, which Con-
gress protected in 1984 under the leadership
of one of America’s greatest conservation
leaders, Rep. Morris K. Udall, and his close
colleague, Sen. JOHN MCCAIN. As the House
committee report explained, this “is one of the
most delicate and important ecotypes in all of
Arizona,” providing “an important corridor for
life zones to the north and south.” My new
legislation will afford statutory wilderness pro-
tection to some 5,750 additional acres, en-
hancing overall protection for this rare biologi-
cal gem.

Just to the north, separated only by an un-
paved Forest Service road that crosses the
mountains between Nogales and Arivaca, the
legislation will also designate the Tumacacori
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Highlands Wilderness. This larger area com-
prises some 70,000 acres surrounding
Atascosa Peak and the ridges and canyons
that fall away from it on all sides. This is im-
portant intact habitat—a remaining oasis of
what southern Arizona used to be—and pro-
tects important parts of the watersheds for
both the Santa Cruz River and the world-re-
nowned riparian area of Sycamore Canyon in
the core of the expanded Pajarita Wilderness.
The area offers outstanding opportunities for
recreation and renewal. Some folks hike to
Atascosa Peak or other high points for sweep-
ing views hundreds of miles in all directions.
Others linger along the highly accessible mar-
gins of the area enjoying the scenic wonders
of this wilderness landscape from the road-
side.
USER-FRIENDLY WILDERNESS

Madam Speaker, along the roads that offer
extraordinary access to these wilderness
areas, one is surrounded by wild scenery.
These “user friendly” wilderness areas offer
diverse recreational opportunities for people of
all ages, whether for an easy stroll and picnic
or a more vigorous extended outing.

For the visitor who craves wild scenery but
chooses not to hike, the Ruby Road and its
numerous spurs offer a marvelous motoring
experience, with the wilderness literally at the
roadside untarnished by intervening roadside
development beyond turnouts and trailheads
that offer inviting picnic stops. As we too often
forget, one of the greatest values of pre-
serving our wilderness areas is for the enjoy-
ment of those who use them by viewing their
scenic vistas from the edges. And | hasten to
add that other public lands in this region are
available for those who choose other forms of
outdoor recreation, including motorized recre-
ation.

The boundaries proposed in this legislation
have been adjusted to ensure plentiful road
access to the wilderness for recreation. We
emphasize protection of habitat, which is vital
to increasing numbers of sportsmen who seek
true wilderness hunting. As a result, this pro-
posal has earned the support of Backcountry
Hunters and Anglers and the Arizona Wildlife
Federation.

COMMUNITY-FRIENDLY WILDERNESS

Protecting open space and scenic wild
places like the Tumacacori Highlands contrib-
utes directly to the high quality-of-life sought
by our people. The dramatic scenic backdrop
of these mountains, uncluttered by develop-
ment creeping up the slopes, entices people
to choose to make their homes in these com-
munities, including Green Valley and Rio Rico.
Indeed, seven homeowners’ associations in
Green Valley, representing some 1,400 house-
holds, have formally endorsed this proposal.

The wild landscape of the Pajarita and
Tumacacori Highlands are an essential asset
for our small business owners, a matter of
particular importance to me as a member of
the Committee on Small Business. A Univer-
sity of Arizona study found that in Santa Cruz
County alone, visitors to natural areas spent
between $10 million and $16 million annually
on travel and accommodations. The natural
wonders of this landscape draw artists to artist
colonies such as Tubac and Arivaca—and
bring art lovers to patronize local galleries and
studios. My friends in the local arts community
tell me that art that evokes the wild splendors
of the southern Arizona landscape is peren-
nially popular with their customers.
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Little wonder then that business people
have been among the voices urging that we
designate these new wilderness areas. More
than 100 southern Arizona businesses have
endorsed the proposal. In giving their formal
support, the board of directors of the Tubac
Chamber of Commerce pointed out that pro-
tecting open space and wild landscapes such
as the Tumacacori Highlands contributes di-
rectly to a high quality-of-life and is a key
component in drawing local business patrons
and tourists dollars to the area.

This is the wildest land in the spectrum of
the open spaces and recreational lands we
have to offer our increasingly urban popu-
lation. In this sense, | think of these new wil-
derness areas as lungs for our city dwellers,
and as their preserved public lands where
they can go to recreate, to reconnect with
family, friends, or personal spirituality. And |
think of them, too, as particularly vital class-
rooms. In these wildest expanses of the nat-
ural world, we offer our children the oppor-
tunity to experience nature in its most un-
spoiled state and to learn first-hand how the
natural world works. Wilderness inspires awe
and offers a living, breathing learning environ-
ment that cannot be replicated in a classroom.
More than 80 professors and graduate stu-
dents in fields such as wildlife and fisheries,
natural resources management, and environ-
mental science have endorsed designation of
these new wilderness areas.

These wildest places in the rapidly growing
southern Arizona region offer our people sanc-
tuaries—refuges of quiet offering outstanding
opportunities for solitude, high quality recre-
ation, and spiritual reflection. Many of my con-
stituents express the great value they place on
protecting these wild sanctuaries, feeling that
doing so is part of our responsibility in caring
for God’s creation and fulfilling the obligation
we share to preserve such places for the ben-
efit of future generations. This has led both
the Arizona Ecumenical Council and the Na-
tional Council of Churches to support this pro-
posal.

KEY ISSUES IN THIS LEGISLATION

As we have perfected these wilderness pro-
posals, my staff and | have addressed two
major issues that we are sure to discuss care-
fully when we hold hearings in the Sub-
committee on National Parks, Forests and
Public Lands, which | have the honor to chair.

First, livestock grazing: my goal is to assure
that in protecting these Wilderness areas, we
reaffirm the longstanding congressional policy
of respecting the use privileges held by local
ranchers who have Forest Service permits to
graze livestock on these public lands.

This is a common situation in the West, and
it is one that Congress understood and ac-
counted for when the Wilderness Act was en-
acted in 1964. That Act provides that where it
was established prior to the designation of an
area as wilderness, such existing grazing use
shall continue. Over the years, there have
been some problems in the practical conform-
ance with this policy by the U.S. Forest Serv-
ice, prompting complaints from ranchers,
some of whom even worked against designa-
tion of new wilderness areas for this reason.
Our committee has responded to those com-
plaints, and the leader in that response was
my revered predecessor, Rep. MORRIS UDALL,
the long-time chairman of what is now the
Committee on Natural Resources.

Under Chairman UDALL’s leadership, Con-
gress adopted very detailed “Congressional
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Grazing Guidelines” that apply wherever wil-
derness designations and existing livestock
grazing overlap. Those guidelines bring clarity
to the situation, protecting both the legitimate
practical needs of the ranchers to carry out
their permitted grazing use, with the access
and facilities that are necessary, and the pub-
lic interest in preserving wilderness values.
Among other things, those guidelines spell out
that livestock numbers cannot be reduced
solely due to wilderness designation. In the
case of this proposed legislation, | appreciate
the fact that local conservation groups have
taken the initiative to work with cooperative
ranchers holding grazing permits within the
proposed area to craft a mutually supportable
plan consistent with the congressional guide-
lines.

The other major concern in shaping this leg-
islation is the international border. These new
wilderness areas lie adjacent to the border, so
it has been my concern to be sure that the
agencies charged with border and customs
enforcement have the operational flexibility
they need to do their jobs. In carrying out this
vital work, let us not accept the false choice
between protecting our natural heritage or our
national security—we can do both. After all,
these will not be the first wilderness areas
Congress has designated on or very near the
Mexican border, only the most recent.

This is a complex matter, which my staff
and | have pursued in detail with both the U.S.
Forest Service, which administers these lands,
and the Department of Homeland Security and
its specialized border and customs agencies.
This legislation references the highly detailed
2006 Memorandum of Understanding adopted
by Homeland Security, the Forest Service, and
other land management agencies regarding
operations within wilderness areas and other
public lands.

WHY WE PRESERVE WILDERNESS

Finally, Madam Speaker, | would like to
comment on one of the more philosophical
reasons that preserving areas like those pro-
posed in the Tumacacori Highlands Wilder-
ness Act is so important. Yes, we protect wil-
derness for our fellow Americans, who today
treasure it for the opportunities it provides to
hike, ride horseback, hunt, photograph or
paint, go birding or enjoy the wild scenery. If
we have the foresight to protect wilderness, it
will be treasured and enjoyed for years to
come by our children, grandchildren and future
generations.

But we also preserve wilderness because
we recognize the role it has played in shaping
our Nation and our national character. The wil-
derness areas we preserve are patches of the
original American landscape, protected to the
best of our ability so that future generations of
Americans will have the chance to know what
wild America was and is still. So that future
generations will have the opportunity to ex-
plore wilderness, to enjoy wilderness, to test
themselves and grow in wilderness as did
their ancestors. Wilderness is their rightful in-
heritance from us and we must be certain that
they receive it. The public lands that will be
given wilderness protection by the Tumacacori
Highlands Wilderness Act represent important
additions to southern Arizona’s protected land-
scapes and | am pleased to introduce this leg-
islation to preserve it now and for the future.
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50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADER-
SHIP CONFERENCE

SPEECH OF

HON. STEVE COHEN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 30, 2007

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference.

The Southern Christian Leadership Con-
ference, SCLC, originated through the Mont-
gomery Bus Boycott when a courageous
young woman by the name of Rosa Parks re-
fused to give up her seat and move to the
back of the bus on December 5, 1955. The
Montgomery Bus Boycott brought two dynamic
ministers together: Martin Luther King, Jr., and
Ralph Abernathy. Through the guidance of Dr.
King, Dr. Abernathy and Dr. Joseph Lowery,
this boycott led to a new phase of a long
struggle to be known as the modem day “Civil
Rights Movement.”

The Southern Christian Leadership Con-
ference, SCLC, is best known for its commit-
ment to nonviolent civil disobedience as a
means for securing equal rights for African
Americans and other oppressed people world-
wide. The Southern Christian Leadership Con-
ference, SCLC, adopted the motto: “Not one
hair of one head should be harmed.” This
motto not only proved effective for the civil
rights movement but should be applied in to-
day’s challenges in the world.

After the success of the Montgomery Bus
Boycott, the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference founded the Student Non-violent
Coordinating Committee and cooperated with
SNCC and other civil rights organizations
seeking social justice for over 45 years.

I myself have witnessed the power and ef-
fectiveness of the Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference in the city of Memphis, when
Dr. King and the Memphis Chapter of the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference,
SCLC, and the labor movement organized
1,300 city sanitation workers to go on strike
for fair and honest wages and benefits.

| rise today and urge everyone to remember
and respect 50 years of good works by the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference,
SCLC. It has been living, fulfilling and perpet-
uating the dream of Dr. King. Its legacy, vi-
sion, and commitment to nonviolent action is
highly regarded by this younger generation.
The Southern Christian Leadership Con-
ference has not just served the purpose of as-
suring rights for African Americans but all
Americans.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 1, 2007

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida.
Madam Speaker, on Tuesday, July 31, 2007,
| was unable to make a series of votes. If |
had been present | would have voted: “Aye,”
on rollcall vote No. 763, S. 1, the Honest
Leadership and Open Government Act; “Aye,”
on rollcall vote No. 764, H.R. 180, the Darfur
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Accountability and Divestment Act; “Aye,” on
rollcall vote No. 765, H.R. 2346, the Iran
Sanctions Enabling Act; “Aye,” on rollcall vote
No. 776, On a Motion that the Committee
Rise.

CELEBRATING THE 109TH BIRTH-
DAY OF CECELIA M. RUPPERT

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 1, 2007

Mr. COSTELLO. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to ask my colleagues to join me in cele-
brating the 109th birthday of Cecelia M.
Ruppert of Pinckneyvie, lllinois.

Cecelia Ruppert was born on August 17,
1898 to George and Louisa (Schneider)
Ruppert in their home at 602 W. Mulberry
Street in Pinckneyville, lllinois. The house,
which is still standing, was built by Matthew
Schneider for his daughter, Louisa and her
husband.

Cecelia was the second oldest of George
and Louisa’s 8 children. She attended St.
Bruno School. While in grammar school,
Cecelia took piano lessons and she and her
older sister, Magdalen, would entertain neigh-
bors by playing duets on the piano. Cecelia
had many chores at home, such as rocking
the babies, washing clothes on a washboard,
ironing, and peeling potatoes each day.

Cecelia’s first job was in Pinckneyville at
McCant's General Store, where she sold la-
dies’ dresses and would sometimes go to the
basement to fill coal oil cans for sale. At age
21, she moved to St. Louis where she at-
tended Brown’s Business College, and took
business courses at Washington University.
While pursuing her studies in St. Louis,
Cecelia also volunteered as a teacher.

After completing school, Cecelia went to
work for the Claridge Hotel in St. Louis, start-
ing as a stenographer, and advancing to the
bookkeeping department where she learned
auditing. She was transferred to the LeClaire
Hotel in Moline, lllinois and then was pro-
moted to the Claridge Hotel in Memphis, Ten-
nessee where she served as auditor until her
retirement at age 65. After retirement from the
Claridge Hotel, Cecelia remained in Memphis,
serving as auditor at the Chisca Plaza Hotel
until her final retirement at the age of 75.

After retirement, Cecelia returned to the
family home in Pinckneyville where she en-
joyed the company of her sister, Magdalen
Ruppert Mann and the Mann family. Cecelia’s
sister, Cdr. Margaret Ruppert, NC, USN, Ret.,
of Pensacola, Florida, would visit frequently.

During her years in business, Cecelia saw
many changes and technological advance-
ments. While she used adding machines and
calculators in her job, she remarks that now
computers have become the primary business
tool. Other changes that Cecelia has wit-
nessed involve the expanded opportunities for
women in the business world. In 2000, when
she was interviewed for The Southern llli-
noisan and was asked to name the biggest
improvement she had seen in 102 years,
Cecelia responded, “That women can go for-
ward in the business world. That's wonderful.
Now they can have a job with a man’s rank.
They can have any occupation.”

Cecelia came from a hard working family.
Her father was employed at the mill and in the
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mines and her mother worked diligently to
raise and educate their large family. Even
though Cecelia was well ahead of her time by
pursuing a successful career in the business
world, she always remembered the lessons
learned during her childhood, respect all peo-
ple and go to church on Sunday.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in congratulating Cecelia M. Ruppert on
reaching this milestone birthday and wishing
her all the best for the future.

————

APPOINTMENT OF CHARLIE
THOMAS TO NAFCU

HON. ALBERT RUSSELL WYNN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 1, 2007

Mr. WYNN. Madam Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | rise to recognize Charlie Thom-
as, the President of Mid-Atlantic Federal Cred-
it Union, headquartered in my district in Ger-
mantown, MD, on his recent election to the
Board of Directors of the National Association
of Federal Credit Unions (NAFCU).

For the past 35 years, Mr. Thomas has
dedicated his life on behalf of improving finan-
cial institutions in America and currently
serves as President of the Alliance of Credit
Unions and is also a member of the National
Association of Federal Credit Union’s Region
Il Advisory Committee. His illustrious experi-
ence further includes service as Maryland’s
committee chairman for the “Campaign for
Consumer Choice” as well as the founding
Chairman of the CU Auto Loan Network.

As the President of Mid-Atlantic Federal
Credit Union, Mr. Templeton has focused on
ensuring his members receive helpful, per-
sonal service. Through his credit union, he is
continuously educating his members on how
to prevent identity theft. He also understands
that today’s youth must be armed with the
knowledge to be financially savvy. He is for-
ever trying to improve the direction and lead-
ership that he provides the Mid-Atlantic FCU,
even attending the inaugural Credit Union Ex-
ecutive Society’s (CUES) Advanced Leader-
ship Institute at Harvard University.

It is because of the good work of Mr. Thom-
as and others like him that the credit union
movement enjoys the success it has today.
Such service is the hallmark of the credit
union movement and | know that he will bring
this dedication to his service on the NAFCU
Board of Directors. | wish Mr. Thomas the
best of luck in this new role and | look forward
to working with him in this new capacity.

——————

THE AMERICAN LIFE SCIENCES
COMPETITIVENESS ACT OF 2007

HON. ALLYSON Y. SCHWARTZ

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 1, 2007

Ms. SCHWARTZ. Madam Speaker, today |
am introducing the American Life Sciences
Competitiveness Act of 2007. This legislation
aims to modernize the Internal Revenue Code
so that the U.S. life sciences industry—both
biotech and medical device companies—can
effectively raise the capital they need to fund
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the next generation of medicines and medical
devices that will lead to longer and healthier
lives for Americans and people around the
world. | am pleased to be joined in this effort
by my distinguished colleagues on the Ways
and Means Committee, Representatives KEVIN
BRADY, RICHARD NEAL and WALLY HERGER.

This legislation remedies obstacles to future
growth and development faced by the Amer-
ican biotechnology and medical device indus-
tries. | want to thank the Biotechnology Indus-
try Organization (BIO), the Advanced Medical
Technology Association (AdvaMed), the Med-
ical Device Manufacturers  Association
(MDMA), Pennsylvania BIO, the Texas
Healthcare and Bioscience Institute and the
California Healthcare Institute for their strong
support of our efforts to modernize the tax
code for the 21st Century.

The life sciences industry promises to be a
key growth sector for the American economy.
The biotech industry alone comprises nearly
1,500 companies, located in all 50 states, and
employs nearly 200,000 workers. The more
than 6,000 medical device companies in the
U.S. employ over 350,000 Americans at
wages 49 percent greater than the average for
private industry.

In my own State of Pennsylvania, the bio-
pharmaceutical industry has roughly 30,000
high-wage employees. Additionally, there are
more than 120 medical device companies in
Pennsylvania, the majority of which are small
companies working on clinical trials prior to
seeking marketing approval for their products.
These companies offer great employment op-
portunities, providing good wages and benefits
to talented, skilled workers. They are impor-
tant contributors to Pennsylvania’s expanding
health care sector and often conduct clinical
trials in partnership with academic medical fa-
cilities such as the University of Pennsylvania,
Penn State, and the University of Pittsburgh
as well as Drexel, Temple, Thomas Jefferson
and the University of the Sciences in Philadel-
phia.

America’s life sciences sector is one of the
most research-intensive industries in the
world. U.S. biotech companies alone spent
roughly $27 billion on research and develop-
ment in 2006. There are more than 400
biotech products in clinical trials targeting
more than 200 diseases, including various
cancers, Alzheimer's disease, heart disease,
diabetes, multiple sclerosis, and AIDS.

Small medical device companies are also a
leading source of innovation that is providing
technologies that address previously unmet
medical needs. These companies are trans-
forming health care by providing physicians
and their patients with the tools that allow
early disease detection, less invasive proce-
dures and more effective treatments.

For all its bright opportunities, America’s life
sciences industry faces daunting challenges.
First is access to capital for development of
biotech therapies. Most biotech firms are small
businesses with fewer than 50 employees. Be-
cause the development of new technologies
that can often take 10 years or more and hun-
dreds of millions of dollars to bring a new
product to market, these small companies ex-
perience years of large cash outlays before
they have the opportunity to realize any profit.

In fact, in 2006 the biotech industry gen-
erated a total net loss of $5.6 billion. Despite
this, R&D expenditures increased by 30 per-
cent in 2005. For every $1 of sales in 2006,
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there was roughly 60 cents spent on R&D by
biotech companies. Without question, capital
investment for R&D is essential if these new
therapies are to be developed and made avail-
able to the market.

Much like the biotech industry, the medical
device sector is also overwhelmingly com-
posed of smaller manufacturers, with 90 per-
cent of firms having fewer than 100 employ-
ees. Most of these small engines of growth
focus on niche products with revenues of less
than $100 million, yet they generate 28 per-
cent of the industry’'s R&D spending. This
commitment to R&D often means that these
companies are the source of some of the most
cutting-edge innovations, which can radically
improve treatment options for patients.

To continue to develop and improve the
medical devices available to patients, the
medical technology industry invests heavily in
R&D. Today, the device industry leads global
medical technology R&D, both in terms of in-
novation as well as investment. In absolute
terms, R&D spending has increased 20 per-
cent on a cumulative annual basis since 1990.
The industry’s level of spending on R&D is
more than three times the overall U.S. aver-
age.

gEncouraging new investment in the life
sciences industry will enable this key sector of
the American economy to grow and flourish in
the years ahead. The American Life Sciences
Competitiveness Act of 2007 contains both
corporate and investor oriented provisions to
ensure access to capital and continued vig-
orous research and development in bio-
technology and medical devices.

This comprehensive legislation includes a
number of provisions that would remove bar-
riers to capital formation currently in our tax
code. Specifically, the legislation modifies the
Net Operating Loss (NOL) rules of Section
382, with the goal of enhancing the capacity of
life sciences firms to leverage capital for use
in high-tech, high-risk cutting-edge research.
The legislation ensures that neither the raising
of new research capital by biotech companies
nor a business-driven merger of two biotech
loss companies will trigger the 382 Net Oper-
ating Loss (NOL) limitations.

In addition, the legislation contains two im-
portant modifications to the existing R&D tax
credit. The legislation increases, from 65 per-
cent to 100 percent, the amount of contract re-
search expenses by life sciences firms eligible
for the R&D credit. The legislation also in-
creases the amount of basic research pay-
ments to universities from life sciences com-
panies that qualifies for the full R&D credit.

Importantly, the legislation recognizes the
grave threat the country faces from bio-ter-
rorist attacks and a potential avian flu epi-
demic and contains tax incentives designed to
spur the industry to develop effective counter-
measures. This provision provides a 20 per-
cent credit on qualified pre-clinical and clinical
trial expenses associated with the develop-
ment of a countermeasure to combat pan-
demic flu or bioterrorist attacks.

The bill also makes an important change to
the orphan drug tax credit, allowing clinical
trial expenses incurred after an application is
made to the FDA, but before the orphan des-
ignation is received, to qualify for the credit.
This change removes the current incentive to
delay research and will help speed new or-
phan drug therapies to the market.

In addition to the corporate-sector incen-
tives, the American Life Sciences Competitive-
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ness Act of 2007 contains two important provi-
sions targeted towards the life sciences inves-
tor. One provision allows capital gains on the
sale of stock in a life sciences company held
for longer than 6 months to be deferred as
long as the proceeds are reinvested in another
life sciences company within 60 days. The
second provision provides a 20 percent credit
for investors in biotech firms engaged in incu-
bational research. “Incubational research” re-
fers to early, cutting-edge research that often
occurs shortly after university laboratory re-
search and prior to large-scale clinical trials.
This stage of research is often termed the
“Valley of Death” because the dearth of in-
vestment results in promising investigational
therapies and products withering on the vine
for lack of adequate capital.

America’s life sciences industry is strategi-
cally and economically vital. We must take
every action we can to keep our Nation at the
forefront of this emerging technology sector.
Countries with significant government invest-
ments in their biotech industries, such as India
and China, pose a serious long-term challenge
to America’s biotechnology and medical de-
vice industries.

The American Life Sciences Competitive-
ness Act of 2007 will give American compa-
nies important tools to answer this challenge
and ensure that our scientists have the oppor-
tunities to research, develop and bring to mar-
ket life-saving treatments.

Biotechnology and medical device products
will be in demand from billions of people
worldwide, creating a tremendous boon to the
economies that create these products. Keep-
ing the United States at the forefront of global
life sciences innovation will translate into more
and better-paying jobs here at home. The ac-
tions we take today will determine the winners
and losers in the 21st century global economy.
| urge my colleagues to support this important
bill and better ensure that our economy con-
tinues to compete—and win.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. SUE WILKINS MYRICK

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 1, 2007

Mrs. MYRICK. Madam Speaker, | was un-
able to participate in the following votes. If |
had been present, | would have voted as fol-
lows:

July 30, 2007—Rolicall vote 758, on motion
to suspend the rules and pass—H.R. 2750,
NASA 50th Anniversary Commemorative Coin
Act—I would have voted “aye”; rollcall vote
759, on ordering the previous question—H.
Res. 580, Providing for consideration of the
bill H.R. 986, to designate the Eightmile River
in the State of Connecticut—| would have
voted “nay”; rollcall vote 760, on agreeing to
the resolution—H. Res. 580, Providing for con-
sideration of the bill H.R. 986, to designate the
Eightmile River in the state of Connecticut—lI
would have voted “nay”; rollcall vote 761, on
ordering the previous question—H. Res. 579,
Providing for consideration of the bill (H.R.
2831) to amend title VII of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964, the Age Discrimination in Employ-
ment Act of 1967, the Americans With Disabil-
ities Act of 1990, and the Rehabilitation Act of
1973 to clarify that a discriminatory compensa-
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tion decision—I| would have voted “nay”; and
rolicall vote 762, on agreeing to the previous
question—Providing for consideration of the
bill (H.R. 2831) to amend title VII of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964, the Age Discrimination in
Employment Act of 1967, the Americans With
Disabilities Act of 1990, and the Rehabilitation
Act of 1973 to clarify that a discriminatory
compensation decision—| would have voted
“nay.”

———

FARM, NUTRITION, AND
BIOENERGY ACT OF 2007

SPEECH OF

HON. TODD TIAHRT

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 27, 2007

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2419) to provide
for the continuation of agricultural pro-
grams through fiscal year 2012, and for other
purposes:

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Chairman, | rise today with
great reluctance that | am not able to support
the Farm, Nutrition, and Bioenergy Act of
2007, H.R. 2419. The Agriculture Committee
worked for many months in a bipartisan man-
ner to craft an omnibus farm bill that would
have achieved broad support in the House.
H.R. 2419 was not a perfect bill, but it was a
compromise that | would have supported in
hopes that an even better package could be
produced during conference negotiations with
the Senate.

Unfortunately, Democrat leadership decided
to insert a last-minute tax increase into the
farm bill after the bill had left the House Com-
mittee on Agriculture. The tax provision rep-
resents a $7.5 billion increase in taxes on
companies that supply high-quality, high-pay-
ing jobs for American workers. These are
often union jobs held by hard-working men
and women trying to earn a living for their
families. Instead of producing a farm bill that
meets the needs of America’s farmers, ranch-
ers, landowners and those who rely on nutri-
tion programs, the Democrats have instead re-
sorted to a tax-and-spend policy instead of an
invest-and-create-jobs policy.

The $7.5 billion tax increase on foreign-
owned American businesses inserted in H.R.
2419 could result in more jobs being sent
overseas. In a time when the United States
should be encouraging investment in our
country and in American jobs, this kind of tax
policy takes our economy a step backward.
The last-minute Democrat tax increase will
make it less attractive for foreign companies
that employ American workers to initiate or ex-
pand operations in the United States. And that
means bad news for American workers.

The United States has negotiated 58 tax
treaties with 66 different countries. The Demo-
crat tax proposal applies a tax increase on
companies located in countries with which we
have a tax treaty. This calls into serious ques-
tion the United States’ upholding our end of
the treaties, which could invite retaliation.

Aside from the damage H.R. 2419 would do
to American jobs, the Democrat's farm bill
would cut a total of $3 billion from the crop in-
surance program compared to the 2002 farm
bill. Most troubling, is that $1 billion of these
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cuts were made without consideration by the
full Agriculture Committee to determine how
this will effect risk-management services farm-
ers in Kansas rely upon. With nearly every
county in Kansas being declared as a federal
disaster area in 2007, we should think long
and hard about cuts to the federal crop insur-
ance program. It is disappointing that Demo-
crat leadership chose to make this cut without
first considering what it will mean for Amer-
ica’s farmers.

Another harmful provision included last-
minute in the farm bill would apply Davis-
Bacon act wages to new ethanol plants being
built if those plants utilize loans or grants from
the USDA. This provision negates any positive
benefit that would have been provided by the
USDA'’s loan guarantee program. By artificially
dictating what wages have to be paid to work-
ers constructing a new ethanol plant, the farm
bill will result in increased ethanol costs. This
translates to higher costs at the pump for con-
sumers of ethanol-blended gasoline. Instead
of allowing price competition for newly con-
structed ethanol plants that access USDA
loans or grants, this artificial wage provision is
another example of unnecessary federal ma-
nipulation in a private-market matter.

| am also disappointed the bill included a
prohibition on States being able to use private
contractors to perform administrative functions
for the food stamp program. States that
choose to enact reforms within their systems
to provide better food-stamp services at a sav-
ings to taxpayers are denied that ability under
H.R. 2419. Rather than defer to States and
allow some common-sense savings for tax-
payers, the Democrats have drafted a farm bill
that restricts certain reforms at the State level.

The commodity title of H.R. 2419 proposes
a commodity spending cut of 42 percent com-
pared with the 2002 farm bill. The 2007 farm
bill proposes $42 billion in baseline spending
on commodities, representing just 14 percent
of the entire farm bill. | think Kansas farmers
deserve better.

As a State that is renowned for being the
breadbasket of the world, Kansas and its
farmers deserve a farm bill that provides a
solid safety net while remaining fiscally re-
sponsible to taxpayers. | do not believe this
$297 billion farm bill meets this standard. And
as my colleague from Kansas, Mr. MORAN,
has pointed out, this farm bill fails to fully im-
plement a revenue counter-cyclical program
that would better respond to Kansas farmers
in times when they need support the most.

| urge my colleagues to join me today in
voting against H.R. 2419. The American farm-
er, the American taxpayer and the American
worker deserve a better farm bill. 1 can only
hope negotiations with the Senate will address
this bill’'s shortcomings and that the House will
have another opportunity to vote on com-
prehensive farm policy that is good for all
Americans.

——
HONORING THE CITY OF MID-

DLETON, WISCONSIN AS THE
“BEST PLACE TO LIVE 2007’

HON. TAMMY BALDWIN

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, August 1, 2007

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the City of Middleton as the
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“Best Place to Live 2007,” a title presented by
Money Magazine that mirrors the thriving civic,
commercial, residential, and natural centers of
the community.

Middleton, Wisconsin, the “Good Neighbor
City,” is deserving of this honor as a reflection
of the vibrant community it has become since
its founding in 1856. The furtrading post that
was opened in 1832 by the area’s first car-
penter, Michael St. Cyr, along with the arrival
of the railroad in 1856 and the train depot,
Middleton Station, that followed, served as
town hubs that encouraged neighborhood
growth and subsequent business prosperity.

Today, as a testament of this award, Mid-
dleton is flourishing. While Middleton residents
still treasure the historic structures of the past,
such as the Old Stamm House, a former sta-
tion on The Underground Railroad, they also
are looking forward. At present Middleton is
the corporate headquarters for American Girl,
Capital Brewery, Electronic Theatre Controls,
ETC, and Springs Window Fashions, LLC.

There exist numerous elements that are
keys to the community’s success, including
the Middleton-Cross Plains area school district
and its high level of academic and cocurricular
achievements; an outstanding performing arts
center; 25 percent of land mass designated as
“green space;” the home of Middleton Hills,
the first “new urbanism” subdivision of the
Midwest; a regional employment center; and
superb public amenities, including a nationally
recognized library, a nationally-accredited sen-
ior center, a historical museum, and abundant
parks, to name a few.

As the “Best Place to Live 2007,” the City
of Middleton has much for which it should be
proud. | look forward to watching the commu-
nity as it continues to grow and builds upon
the strong foundation that its residents, busi-
nesses, and employees have created for
themselves.

———

A TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF
JOSEPH NICHOLAS ESPINOZA

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 1, 2007

Ms. ESHOO. Madam Speaker, we rise
today with great sorrow to honor the life of Jo-
seph Nicholas Espinoza of Sacramento, Cali-
fornia, who died in a tragic accident on July
23, 2007.

Joseph Espinoza was known to his family
and friends as Joey. At a family dinner on May
25th, he celebrated his 21st birthday. He was
‘best friend’ to his brother John, his sister Ma-
rina, his cousins Sean, Connor and Michael,
and his girlfriend Gina. He admired his father,
confided in his mother and always sought their
loving advice. He was a musician and an ath-
lete, and was gifted in math and science, and
his goal was to become an architect.

Joey was loved and always will be by his
childhood friends and their families. His family
knew that he was honest and earnest, that he
had great energy and a tender and generous
heart. He was open and trusting and was the
keeper of the secrets of many who counted on
his encouragement and courage.

Joey is survived by his parents Kate and
John Espinoza of Sacramento, his brother
John, and his sisters Marina, Kelly Rose,
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Jeannie and Mendi. He leaves his loving
grandmothers Rose King and Rose Espinoza
and he is mourned by his many aunts, uncles
and cousins of his parents’ families.

Madam Speaker, we hope this tribute to
Joey will be a source of comfort to his family.
We have known and treasured his grand-
mother, Rose King, for almost 40 years and
we share her immeasurable grief. She has
been the great anchor of her family and she
has contributed mightily to the well being of
Californians through her dedicated public serv-
ice spanning many decades.

Our Nation has lost a precious citizen and
we ask today that the entire House of Rep-
resentatives join us in honoring the life of Jo-
seph Nicholas Espinoza and extend to his
grieving family our deepest sympathy.

————

IN SUPPORT OF AMENDMENT TO
H.R. 3093 REQUIRING USE OF
“ENERGY STAR” LIGHT BULBS

HON. JAY INSLEE

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 1, 2007

Mr. INSLEE. Madam Speaker, | would like
to commend Representative JANE HARMAN (D—
CA) and Representative FRED UPTON (R-Ml)
for their unfailing hard work and dedication to
the issue of light bulb efficiency in the United
States Congress. Their leadership in this area
has greatly contributed to our national effort to
prevent global climate change and reduce our
dependence on foreign energy sources. Re-
cently Ms. HARMAN and Mr. UPTON offered an
amendment to H.R. 3093, the Commerce,
Justice, Science, and Related Agencies Ap-
propriations Act of 2008. This amendment pro-
hibited funds to be used to purchase light
bulbs unless the light bulb has the “ENERGY
STAR” or “Federal Energy Management Pro-
gram” designation. During this vote, Rollcall
738, | erroneously voted against the measure
which | wholeheartedly support.

Since indoor and outdoor lighting accounts
for up to fifteen percent of energy use in the
average residence, inefficient light bulbs can
consume large amounts of excess energy.

With the advent of compact fluorescent light
bulbs, Americans have been given an alter-
native to inefficient incandescent bulbs which
waste up to ninety-five percent of consumed
energy as heat. These long-lasting high-effi-
ciency fluorescent light bulbs provide equiva-
lent illumination as incandescent light bulbs,
so neither comfort nor convenience is sac-
rificed in this energy-saving endeavor. How-
ever, they consume up to sixty-six percent
less energy, leading to major decreases in en-
ergy bills. By simply replacing the light bulbs
in their homes, our constituents will be saving
money in addition to energy.

Ms. HARMAN and Mr. UPTON have empow-
ered Americans with an uncomplicated, afford-
able plan that offers only benefits to both indi-
viduals and our nation as a whole. As we look
to renewable energy sources to minimize our
foreign oil dependence and increase national
security, each citizen can do his or her part
both at home and at work with the nearly ef-
fortless action of changing a light bulb.



E1692

INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT FOR
THE TREATY ON CONVENTIONAL
ARMED FORCES IN EUROPE RES-
OLUTION

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 1, 2007

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker,
as Chairman of the Commission on Security
and Cooperation in Europe, otherwise known
as the Helsinki Commission, | rise to introduce
a resolution which expresses the concern of
this body regarding the Russian Federation’s
suspension of implementation of the Conven-
tional Armed Forces in Europe Treaty (CFE).

Russia’s declared suspension of the CFE on
last July 14 is troubling to the countries that
are parties to the treaty because it may lead
to instability in the security situation in Europe.

NATO and the former Warsaw Pact coun-
tries ratified the CFE in 1990, under the aus-
pices of the Conference on Security and Co-
operation in Europe, predecessor of the cur-
rent Organization for Security and Cooperation
in Europe (OSCE). The CFE has played a
major role in European security in the post-
Cold War era. The treaty set broad limits on
key categories of conventional military equip-
ment in Europe and mandated the destruction
of excess weaponry. Under its provisions, over
60,000 pieces of combat material have been
destroyed or removed from the arsenals of
signatory states, under a rigorous, but mutu-
ally acceptable, transparency regime. In sum,
it established parity, transparency, and stability
among the conventional military forces and
equipment in Europe.

The CFE was amended in 1999 to account
for the dissolution of the former Soviet Union
and the reality that several Warsaw Pact
countries had become NATO members. How-
ever, NATO members have not yet ratified the
amended treaty because Russia has failed to
fulfill related commitments to withdraw its
troops and weaponry from the territories of
Moldova and Georgia, where they | are sta-
tioned against the wishes of those govern-
ments.

Among other reasons, Russia justified its
suspension of the CFE on the basis that the
U.S. plans to construct missile defence facili-
ties in Eastern Europe, NATO member states
refuse to ratify the 1999 CFE ‘“Adaptation
Agreement,” and what Moscow sees as fur-
ther encroachment by NATO toward Russia’s
border.

Madam Speaker, this resolution is not in-
tended to discount Russia’s concerns in the
area of national security. However, Russia’s
actions over the past few months, combined
with this latest on the CFE, prompts the ques-
tion: How much of Russia’s decision to sus-
pend the CFE was based on genuine security
concerns, and how much of the decision was
designed to project President Putin and his
United Party as “tough on the West” in the
face of upcoming parliamentary and presi-
dential elections?

We believe that Russia’s proposed “morato-
rium” on CFE compliance is a regrettable step
that may needlessly increase tensions in Eu-
rope.

| am introducing this “sense of the House”
resolution urging the Government of the Rus-
sian Federation to reconsider its intention to
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suspend CFE implementation and to engage
in dialogue with the other CFE signatory
states to resolve outstanding problems and
establish a foundation for the eventual imple-
mentation of the above-mentioned Adaptation
Agreement to the CFE Treaty of 1999. In
other words, we urge Russia to reconsider its
decision and behave more responsibly.

| urge my colleagues to support this timely
resolution as a demonstration of this body’s
concern for European security.

TRIBUTE TO KATHY CADO
HON. JIM McDERMOTT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 1, 2007

Mr. McDERMOTT. Madam Speaker, | rise
to note, with great sadness, the passing of
Kathy Cado, a Seattle activist of great com-
passion and uncompromising integrity. Kathy
was a remarkable woman who lent her consid-
erable organizing and fundraising skills to edu-
cational projects, environmental efforts, health
care initiatives, community programs, and
women’s issues. She loved progressive poli-
tics, and brought to it verve uniquely hers.

Kathy was that rarest of activists—a person
of strong views who nonetheless could estab-
lish rapport with almost anyone. She brought
humor and kindness to all of her endeavors,
and she strove always to better her commu-
nity. She was creative and witty, energizing
countless campaigns and ballot efforts. Kathy
was a mentor, and an inspiration, to so many;
she leaves a legacy of public engagement
matched by few others.

Kathy was a kidney transplant patient who
struggled for many vyears with the con-
sequences of renal disease. Yet, she refused
to allow her illness to diminish her activism or
her commitment to others. Instead, she em-
braced a new arena of involvement, learning
as much as she could about this challenging
field of medicine, and working tirelessly to
support more kidney disease research and pa-
tient service. And, perhaps most significantly,
she was resolute that the excellent treatment
she received must be available to all who
need it, regardless of resources or cir-
cumstances.

Kathy Cado was a very special human
being who enriched the lives of everyone for-
tunate enough to know her. She was, in the
very best sense, a public citizen.

——————

TRIBUTE TO MR. AND MRS. DON-
ALD AND ROSEMARY RAHABY
UPON THEIR 50TH WEDDING AN-
NIVERSARY

SPEECH OF

HON. THADDEUS G. McCOTTER

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 31, 2007

Mr. MCCOTTER. Madam Speaker, today |
rise to honor, acknowledge, and congratulate
Mr. and Mrs. Donald and Rosemary Rahaby
upon their 50th wedding anniversary.

As beloved area leaders, both Donald and
Rosemary have dedicated their lives to serv-
ing our community. During his distinguished

August 2, 2007

career in the United States Army, Donald met
Rosemary while stationed in the Detroit area.
Soon after, they were engaged and later mar-
ried at the Shrine of the Little Flower in Royal
Oak, Michigan, on July 6, 1957. After leaving
the military, Donald served as the executive
vice-president of Masco Corporation before
ascending to president of Flint & Walling, In-
corporated, which are both Michigan-based
manufacturing businesses. Today, Donald is
the president of American Dryer, Incorporated,
another manufacturing company based in
Livonia, Michigan.

Throughout their marriage, Rosemary has
been a devoted wife and homemaker. She
serves as parishioner in Our Lady of Victory
Church in Northville and graciously volunteers
her time at Providence Hospital in Southfield,
Michigan. Together, Donald and Rosemary
are the loving parents of four children, David,
Susan, Linda, and Daniel, and of 12 grand-
children, Danielle, Ashley, Paul, Patrick, Alex-
ander, Michael, Brian, Emily, Meghan, Kaitlyn,
Matthew, and Jennifer.

Madam Speaker, through their service, guid-
ance, and generosity, Donald and Rosemary
have played an important role in their family
and community. They have led their children
into successful marriages and careers, and
helped them become well-respected members
of their communities. Today, as we recognize
their 50th wedding anniversary, | ask my col-
leagues to join me in celebrating Mr. and Mrs.
Donald and Rosemary Rahaby’s eternal dedi-
cation to each other and selfless service to
our community and our country.

TRIBUTE TO OFFICER JAMES
HOWES

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 1, 2007

Mr. FARR. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to a man who has committed his
life to public service. Officer James Howes of
the Santa Cruz Police Department in Santa
Cruz, California will retire on September 6,
2007, after more than 26 years of personal
sacrifice for his community and his country.

Officer Howes was born in Monterey, Cali-
fornia and has since spent most of his life in
the Monterey Bay area. A graduate of
Watsonville High School, he later went on to
study at Cabrillo Community College and the
University of Phoenix, where he earned a de-
gree in Business Management.

As a young man, Jim enlisted in the United
States Marine Corps to defend our homeland.
Stationed in Camp Pendleton, California and
Okinawa, Japan, he attained the rank of Ser-
geant while proudly serving our nation.

Throughout his 26-year career at the Santa
Cruz Police Department, Officer Howes has
protected the public as a Patrol Officer, Field
Training Officer, and as a DUl Enforcement
Officer, where he helped keep dangerous
drunk drivers off of our roads. For 8 years, Of-
ficer Howes has served as the Santa Cruz Po-
lice Department's Community Service Spe-
cialist. He has helped to empower his commu-
nity and has coordinated the National Night
Out, the Citizen’s Police Academy, and Busi-
ness and Neighborhood Watch Programs.

Serving as a member of law enforcement is
never easy. Each time a police officer such as
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Officer Howes reports to the scene, they can
rarely know what to expect. The sacrifices
they make are shared with their families, who
have the same uncertainty every time these
brave men and women leave for work. | would
therefore like to recognize the sacrifice that
Officer Howes’ family has also made during
his years of service. Officer Howes and his
family have certainly made a significant con-
tribution to the city of Santa Cruz, and | truly
appreciate their efforts.

In addition to the outstanding work he has
done as a member of law enforcement, Officer
Howes regularly serves his community while
off duty. He teaches vocational programs to
local high school and college students, placing
an emphasis on law enforcement and career
guidance. Through his great efforts to create a
better Santa Cruz, Officer Howes has gar-
nered the admiration of his community, and in
2006, was chosen as a Community Hero by
the Santa Cruz County Community Assess-
ment Project through the United Way. The
service and dedication that Officer Howes has
shown throughout the course of his career fur-
ther proves that he is a hero.

Madam Speaker, | take this opportunity to
thank and congratulate Officer James Howes
for his many years of commitment and service
to the city of Santa Cruz and to the people
who live there. Although he will retire soon, |
am sure that his commitment to the city of
Santa Cruz will last throughout his life.

———

IN HONOR OR MORGAN GRIER
MURPHY

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 1, 2007

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor Morgan Grier Murphy, who
from 1943 until his death last week at the age
of 78, was a faithful servant, leader, and busi-
ness innovator in Albany, GA.

| am proud to have been able to call Mor-
gan a constituent during my 15 years in Con-
gress. Through his leadership in the banking
industry, he strengthened the economy of
Dougherty County and Southwest Georgia.
With his active involvement in the state and
local Chambers of Commerce, his work with
various environmental and conservation
groups, as well as his commitment to One Al-
bany, which addresses diversity issues within
the community, Morgan managed to positively
influence every major issue in the public sec-
tor. He opened up dialogue between formerly
segregated parts of Albany, took difficult
stances, and inspired others to make a dif-
ference.

Aside from his professional achievements,
Morgan was widely known as a devoted hus-
band, father, and grandfather. He was an avid
sportsman who was passionate about hunting,
fishing, and golfing.

A graduate of Albany High School and
Brevard College in North Carolina, Morgan
served his country in the United States Air
Force during the Korean War. Following his
time in the military, he returned to Albany
where he began his career as a banker and
lifelong public servant.

Morgan’s death leaves a void among the Al-
bany community. He had many passions, and
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managed to make an impact on many organi-
zations. | find it improbable that just one per-
son will fill his shoes in the community.

So, on this the 31st day of July, 2007, |
commend Morgan Grier Murphy for his com-
mitment to helping Albany, GA, helping it live
up to its name of the “Good Life” city. Morgan
truly tried to make life better for everyone.

———

HONORING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF DR. W. RON DEHAVEN

HON. COLLIN C. PETERSON

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 1, 2007

Mr. PETERSON of Minnesota. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor the accomplish-
ments and the retirement of Dr. W. Ron
DeHaven of Crofton, MD. Dr. DeHaven has
secured his legacy within the U.S. Department
of Agriculture (USDA) and with the public he
served during his 28 years with Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS).

Dr. DeHaven will continue to shape the
course of APHIS’ work for some time to come
due to the integrity and professionalism he
brought to his role as APHIS administrator,
and the initiatives begun under his leadership.
In all of his activities, he repeatedly dem-
onstrated a deep compassion for both animals
and humans alike, including the thousands of
employees who have served under his leader-
ship.

His recent initiatives include, among others:
the ongoing efforts to streamline the regulatory
review for the imports of fruits and vegetables;
creating electronic permitting systems for
APHIS stakeholders; developing supervisory
programs to keep the agency well-managed;
and building international coordination and ca-
pacity for handling animal disease outbreaks.

In combination, Dr. DeHaven’s many initia-
tives and his personal conviction for “doing
the right thing” have set a high bar for those
who follow him as Administrator. | want to
thank Dr. DeHaven for his service to American
agriculture and wish him well.

RECOVERING THE LEGACY OF THE
UNDERGROUND RAILROAD

SPEECH OF

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 30, 2007

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of H.R. 2707, Mr. KUCINICH’s resolu-
tion to reauthorize the Underground Railroad
Educational and Cultural Program. | praise the
initiative contained in this resolution to point
out the historical, cultural, and educational leg-
acy behind the Underground Railroad. It is
through that network of tunnels and secret hid-
ing places that many African Americans es-
caped slavery. As a symbol of freedom, the
Underground Railroad deserves greater rec-
ognition and appreciation; regrettably many of
its artifacts and secrets remain hidden and
lost.

| have long believed in and fought for more
and better education of African American his-
tory. Well, an important part of that history is
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contained in the struggle for freedom that
characterized the slave experience. Some
would have us believe that slaves passively
accepted their captivity in the plantations in
the South. The truth is there was an active re-
sistance to slavery; which included periodic
uprisings and constant efforts to escape. The
full role and extent of the Underground Rail-
road has yet to be discovered and remains
unknown. The legislation authorizes the Sec-
retary of Education to sponsor studies and
make grants for programs that promote knowl-
edge of the Underground Railroad.

With the resources and technology available
today, we owe it to the history of African
Americans and the history of the United States
to study, preserve, and make available to all
the hidden secrets of the Underground Rail-
road. Secret routes and safehouses still re-
main unknown—secrets that may remain bur-
ied in our backyards.

The establishment of this facility would allow
significant missing pieces in African American
history to be properly studied and commemo-
rated.

Through the passage of this legislation, the
work of the National Park Service and its
study of the phenomenon known as the Un-
derground Railroad will be continued. Estab-
lished by Congress in 1990, the National Park
Service has made major progress in learning
more about the secret routes and the proc-
esses used in escorting these fugitive slaves
to freedom.

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 1,
IMPLEMENTING RECOMMENDA-
TIONS OF THE 9/11 COMMISSION
ACT OF 2007

SPEECH OF

HON. JOE BARTON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 27, 2007

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to speak about the emergency communica-
tions provisions in the H.R. 1 Conference Re-
port.

September 11th and Hurricane Katrina were
high-profile reminders that our first responders
across the Nation cannot communicate with
each other during an emergency.

Ensuring interoperable  communications
among 50,000 different public safety systems
is no easy task. While the Department of
Homeland Security has attempted to address
this problem over the years, the agency spent
$3 billion without achieving any measurable
improvements. Meanwhile, the Energy and
Commerce Committee, recognizing that this
issue requires strong federal leadership, ush-
ered through the passage of the Digital Tele-
vision Transition and Public Safety Act of 2005
last Congress. That legislation not only
cleared 24 MHz of spectrum for nationwide,
interoperable public safety communications, it
also provided $1 billion in grants for interoper-
able solutions, $156 million for a national alert
and tsunami warning system, and $43.5 mil-
lion for advanced 911 services.

The Energy and Commerce Committee also
secured last Congress the creation of the Of-
fice of Emergency Communications so that
there would be an entity of expertise within the
Department of Homeland Security whose sole
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focus and responsibility is solving the inter-
operability problem.

The legislation before us now has many
shortcomings, including in the interoperability
provisions, as | indicated in my conference
statement. It is not a complete failure; how-
ever, as Title Ill at least establishes a targeted
grant program specifically designed to achieve
interoperability. It also places the experts in
the Office of Emergency Communications in
charge to try to ensure that the money will be
spent wisely.

However, it is not surprising that this legisla-
tion is lacking. H.R. 1 was written behind
closed doors. It skipped Committee and went
straight to the Floor, where no amendments
were allowed. | am deeply disappointed by
this process, and the legislation itself.

———
CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 1,
IMPLEMENTING RECOMMENDA-

TIONS OF THE 9/11 COMMISSION
ACT OF 2007

SPEECH OF

HON. DENNIS MOORE

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 31, 2007

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to commend the House of Representa-
tives for its approval of S. 1, legislation pro-
viding for the codification of important new lob-
bying and ethics rules. | also would like to
take this opportunity to urge the Senate and
President to promptly approve this important
legislation.

| have been a longstanding supporter of ef-
forts to make government more transparent,
and to hold public officials and those who in-
fluence the legislative process accountable for
their actions. Unfortunately, in recent years the
influence of money in politics and a number of
ethics scandals have tarnished the integrity of
the Congress and led to increased public cyni-
cism. There is a national crisis of confidence
in our political system because of the influ-
ence of money in the legislative process, and
the American people share a widely held be-
lief that special interests, lobbyists, and the
very wealthiest campaign contributors wield
too much influence in government.

S. 1 is the logical continuation of the efforts
that have already been undertaken in this
Congress to provide greater transparency and
to restore a sense of accountability to the
Congress, and | am pleased that Congress is
moving to establish new lobbying disclosure
requirements and ethics enforcement mecha-
nisms that will provide further additional deter-
rents to engaging in unethical behavior. | am
also pleased that it would establish a new rule
in the Senate regarding earmark transparency,
specifically requiring that lists of earmarks, lim-
ited tax benefits, and limited tariff benefits in-
cluded in bills, joint resolutions, or conference
reports be made available on the Internet to
the general public for at least 48 hours before
consideration.

For several months | have advocated add-
ing a similar requirement to the House rules
so | am disappointed, however, that this re-
quirement was not extended to the House of
Representatives. In fact, on February 15,
2007, | introduced H. Res. 169, a House reso-
lution that would bring the earmark disclosure
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requirements of the House in line with those of
S. 1, which would ensure that lists of ear-
marks, limited tax benefits, and limited tariff
benefits included in House bills, joint resolu-
tions, or conference reports be made available
on a publicly accessible website at least 48
hours before consideration. | believe that this
is a commonsense reform to the House rules
that would provide American taxpayers with
easily accessible information on congressional
earmarks and bring an additional level of
transparency and accountability to the proc-
ess. | encourage my colleagues in the House
to join me in this to make the earmarking
process in the House as open and transparent
as possible.

HONORING JONATHAN ADAM HILD
HON. C. A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 1, 2007

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Madam Speaker, |
rise before you today to honor the memory of
Jonathan Adam Hild, who was born on April
27, 1979 and passed away on May 29, 2007.
Jonathan attended White Oak Elementary
School in Parkville, Maryland and Timonium
Elementary School in Timonium, Maryland. He
attended Ridgely Middle School in Lutherville,
Maryland before graduating from Dulaney
High School in Timonium, Maryland. Jonathan
graduated with an Associate Degree from
Community College of Baltimore County in
Catonsville, Maryland.

Jonathan was raised Catholic and received
all of the sacraments from being baptized at
birth to his confirmation in later years at the
Church of the Immaculate Conception in Tow-
son, Maryland. He attended Confraternity of
Christian Doctrine at the Church of the Immac-
ulate Conception for his First Communion,
Penance and Confirmation classes and serv-
ices.

Jonathan enjoyed building and fixing things
from an early age. He was very mechanically
savvy. As a boy he frequently rode his bike
and enjoyed the outdoors. Jonathan liked
sledding in the winter, and going to the beach
in the summer. During his teen years and
through his twenties he always wanted the
best and loudest music system. In his bed-
room he had a sound system that would be
suitable for a night club and he had big speak-
ers in the trunks of his cars. It often caused
some brotherly confrontations with his brother
Damon. He played softball during his elemen-
tary school years with Lutherville-Timonium
Recreation Council. Jonathan also attended a
summer day camp at Towson University dur-
ing elementary school summer recess.

Jonathan’s career included working at a
printing and copy company, Cockeysville High
School, Pierce’s Plantation Restaurant, and as
a self-employed licensed automobile whole-
saler. Jonathan always loved cars and as an
adult his favorite was BMW. He had several of
them, but one red BMW 325i convertible was
his favorite and for years he worked diligently
to insure the car kept its brand new appear-
ance inside and out. He enjoyed the BMW so
much he drove it on a trip all the way down
to southern Florida.

Jonathan loved spending time during the
summer enjoying his jet skiing hobby. He
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owned his own jet ski and would take it out
often near his home with friends. Always think-
ing of others, Jonathan would bring the jet ski
down to Ocean City on vacation to share with
all of his family. Jonathan is survived by his
father, John Hild, his mother, Linda Hild, and
his brother, Damon Hild.

Madam Speaker, | ask that you join with me
today to honor the memory of Mr. Jonathan
Adam Hild. Jonathan was an exceptional
young man from Maryland who will be sorely
missed by his family and friends.

HONORING CALVIN COPELAND
HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 1, 2007

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, today | rise
to pay tribute to Calvin Copeland, the leg-
endary owner of Harlem’s Copeland’s Res-
taurant and Reliable Catering. | rise because
while the kitchen of this Harlem staple may
have served its last meal this past Sunday, it
will always be open in the hearts of many a
beacon of hope and great cuisine that you
could call home.

Calvin Copeland, was born in Smithfield,
Virginia, one of eight children and grew up in
Newport News, VA with relatives when both
his parents died. If you ask him, Copeland still
remembers the names and addresses of all
the restaurants and establishments where he
worked since his first job in Virginia kitchens
at the age of 13. He moved to New York in
the late 1940s, where he married Rita
Copeland, an Irish immigrant, who was a wait-
ress at a New Jersey restaurant where he
worked.

When Copeland arrived in New York, he
thought, like many recent arrivals and immi-
grants that dream in our fine city today, that
the streets in New York were paved with gold.
He took any job he could, from dishwasher to
bus boy to cook. Yet no matter where Calvin
he was employed, he studied and watched the
chefs and tried to pick up techniques. He
worked from 3 p.m. to 12 a.m., seven days a
week, for six years, and very often, never saw
the sun set; and

The first Copeland’s restaurant opened in
1967 in a cubbyhole on Broadway, between
148th and 149th Streets, around the comer
from his present location. It was a dream that
only came about after his Aunt Alma told him
to take the money he had saved from working
in restaurant kitchens all across Manhattan
and open up his own place. By 1980,
Copeland’s Restaurant and Reliable Catering
was established at its current location at 547
West 145th Street, its southern style foods a
testament to both to Calvin's proud Virginia
roots and his adopted family uptown.

| submit into the record the following two ar-
ticles from the Associated Press and the New
York Times that captures a piece of the impor-
tant role Copeland played in the city and the
neighborhood. For over five decades, Calvin
Copeland been committed to his roots and his
community, enduring through the riots of the
1960’s, the crack epidemic of 1980’s, personal
financial ruin and even fire. He always found
away through his cooking to keep people like
me, Muhammad Ali, Richard Pryor, Stevie
Wonder, David Dinkin, Harry Belafonte, Da-
kota Staton, Natalie Cole, Bishop Tutu,
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Sammy Davis, Jr. and Michael Jackson as fre-
quent and enthusiastic customers.

How? As any great chef will tell you—its not
just about the food. It's not just about the
presentation. It's about the entire package.
HARLEM RESTAURANT SERVES ITS LAST FRIED

CHICKEN BRUNCH
(By Karen Matthews)

NEW YORK.—A soul food restaurant that
survived rioting and looting could not sur-
vive gentrification.

Copeland’s held its last brunch Sunday,
closing for good after 50 years and bringing
an end to one of the greatest restaurant runs
in Harlem history.

“It’s a sad occasion,’” diner Gloria Jackson
said. “You feel like a celebrity when you
come here. They always cater to your every
need.”

Owner Calvin Copeland, who opened the
place on 145th Street with $850 in savings and
saw it overcome hard times such as the riots
of 1964, said the neighborhood’s changing de-
mographics no longer made it viable.

In recent years, middle-class black and
white families have bought Harlem’s hand-
some brownstones and fixed them up. They
just didn’t crave his savory fried chicken
anymore.

““The transformation snuck up on me like
a tornado,” he said.

Copeland’s denouncement brought out
many elected officials including the dean of
Harlem politicians, House Ways and Means
Committee Chairman Charles Rangel. They
all paid tribute to Copeland.

Rangel and others heaped praise on
Copeland as high as their plates were piled
with chicken, cornbread, potato salad and
collard greens.

‘“You are more to us than a restaurateur,”
Rangel said. “You’re a legend. You’re hope.
And you’re inspiration.”’

The Rev. Calvin Butts, the influential pas-
tor of the Abyssinian Baptist Church,
thanked Copeland, 82, for his dedication and
hard work and prayed ‘‘that this will be a
new day for him, a day of relaxation and en-
joyment for the rest of his years.”

Proclamations were presented from Con-
gress, from Gov. Eliot Spitzer, from the City
Council and from the state Senate and As-

sembly.
“It’s an institution,” said Deputy Mayor
Dennis Walcott, a 30-year patron of

Copeland’s. “‘It’s important to come out and
say thank you and let Mr. Copeland know
that we appreciate all he’s done for the com-
munity.”’

As Copeland thanked his customers Sun-
day, he left the door open for a Copeland’s
rebirth or for starting another restaurant
somewhere else.

“With what you’ve showed me and how you
feel about me, I think there’s another chap-
ter,” he said. ‘‘Going home with no place to
go and no purpose, I don’t think that could
work for me.”

[From the New York Times, July 23, 2007]
HARLEM MAINSTAY SURVIVED RIOTS, BUT
FALLS TO RENEWAL
(By Fernanda Santos)

Calvin Copeland was there when rioters
burned and looted stores in 1964, when crack
cocaine and AIDS tore families apart, when
brownstones were for sale for $50,000 and few
outsiders dared move in. He endured fire and
financial ruin, yet each time he picked up
the pieces and prospered, as bold and resil-
ient as the neighborhood around him.

If he could be the master of his fate, he
would live out his days in Harlem, Mr.
Copeland, 82, said yesterday, serving soul
food from the restaurant he has owned for al-
most five decades, Copeland’s, a relic of the
past anchored in a place fast in transition.
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Gentrification has pushed away many of
the black families who used to patronize his
business. ‘“The white people who took their
place don’t like or don’t care for the food I
cook,” he said. ‘“The transformation snuck
up on me like a tornado.”

After falling behind on rent and bills a
year ago, Mr. Copeland tried to hold on to
his business, investing more than $250,000 of
his savings, he said. Finally, in May, he ac-
quiesced to defeat.

Copeland’s, at 547 West 145th Street, be-
tween Broadway and Amsterdam Avenue,
where Harlem is known as Hamilton Heights,
will hold its last gospel brunch at 1 p.m. on
Sunday and then close its doors for good.

“I just can’t do it anymore,”” Mr. Copeland
said.

With its smoke-mirrored walls, L-shaped
marble bar and carpet the color of honey,
Copeland’s is at once cozy and de mode, a
place where men in polyester suits and
women in hats dine alongside European tour-
ists who come to Harlem to experience
American black culture.

Yesterday, Fred Staton, 92, a saxophonist
with the Harlem Blues and Jazz Band, which
plays on Sundays at the restaurant, stopped
by to wish Mr. Copeland well. A tour group
from the Netherlands had brunch there. Oth-
ers, however, walked out after learning that
the restaurant was not offering its usual
Sunday gospel choir. (Mr. Copeland said he
was too busy preparing for the final brunch
to schedule entertainment.)

‘““The food here is delicious, and it’s so sad
to hear they’ll be gone,” said Martha Marsh,
who has lived in Harlem for 40 years and said
she regularly eats at Copeland’s.

‘“‘She’s picky,” added her husband, John
Henry. “‘If she says she enjoys it, it’s because
the food is really good.”

Mr. Copeland started the business in 1958
as a catering service, one of Harlem’s first,
in a modest storefront on Broadway north of
148th Street. He had but one worker, Ger-
trude Clark, who still works for him. Mr.
Copeland, who is black, baked and decorated
cakes; Ms. Clark, who is white and grew up
on a farm in upstate New York, did whatever
else was needed, which often included pre-
paring Southern fare.

I had never eaten collard greens in my
life, and there I was making fried chicken
and souse meat,” said Ms. Clark, 73. She is
now Copeland’s banquet manager.

Mr. Copeland eventually rented the store
next door, opened up a hole in the wall, ex-
panded the Kkitchen and started serving
breakfast and lunch, cafeteria style. It was
similar to the one in operation today next to
the restaurant on 145th Street, which opened
for business in 1980.

In 1981, the restaurant burned to the
ground and the insurance company went
bankrupt before it reimbursed Mr. Copeland
for the losses.

“I lost everything, except for the liquor,”
he said with a chuckle. “We had it in a sepa-
rate room with concrete walls, and I guess
the fire couldn’t get through.”

At the time, banks were not prone to lend-
ing money to restaurant owners, especially if
the restaurant was in a place as volatile as
Harlem, which had had two riots prior to the
one in 1964, incited by the fatal shooting of
a black teenage boy by a white police officer.
But Mr. Copeland had many friends, and one
of them helped get him approved for a small
loan. The rest of the money came from Ms.
Clark, who mortgaged an upstate property to
help her boss.

“If that thing didn’t go, she would have
lost her property, she would have lost her
job, she would have lost everything of value
she had,” Mr. Copeland said. ‘‘She had a lot
of faith in me, and I delivered.”

Copeland’s became a destination for black
families from as far as Philadelphia. Black
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entertainers and other notables would stop
by when in town. Desmond Tutu, the retired
Anglican archbishop, ate there once, and so
did Muhammad Ali and the comedian Rich-
ard Pryor, who threw money in the air when
he left the restaurant so as to distract the
crowd that had surrounded him, Mr.
Copeland said. Natalie Cole is a regular. Mi-
chael Jackson came by once, but did not
come in; one of the waiters took a plate of
food to his vehicle, which was parked out-
side.

“I never paid attention to this stuff,”” Mr.
Copeland said. ‘I was too busy cooking.”

——————

TRIBUTE TO COLONEL HOWARD
CLARK

HON. PAUL W. HODES

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 1, 2007

Mr. HODES. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the dedicated miltary service of re-
tired Colonel Howard Clark, of Enfield, New
Hampshire. Colonel Clark served his country
honorably in the U.S. Army for thirty years, in-
cluding two courageous tours of duty in Viet-
nam. He was awarded the Purple Heart for his
bravery overseas, and continued his distin-
guished career in the military, including as-
signments at the Pentagon and as a Brigade
Commander at Fort Benning, Georgia. His ca-
reer was recognized with the award of the Le-
gion of Merit for sustained superior perform-
ance.

Colonel and Mrs. Howard Clark are also
celebrating their 50th Wedding Anniversary
this summer. Together, Colonel and Mrs.
Clark have served as a model of commitment,
sacrifice, and selfless service to our country. It
is a privilege to represent these two distin-
guished individuals in the United States Con-
gress.

——————

HONORING THE LIFE OF LOS AN-
GELES POLICE OFFICER DAVID
RODRIGUEZ

HON. BRAD SHERMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 1, 2007

Mr. SHERMAN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the life and public service of
Los Angeles City Police Officer David
Rodriguez of the San Fernando Valley, whose
achievements merit our recognition.

After graduating with honors from Van Nuys
High School, he entered California State Uni-
versity Northridge, where he received a bach-
elor of arts in political science. During college
he held several jobs, including an internship in
my district office.

| was honored when | had the opportunity to
recommend David for the Los Angeles Police
Department Academy. | was proud when in
2003 he entered and graduated. David earned
a reputation as an aggressive but by-the-book
patrol officer and was recently promoted to the
anti-gang unit. At 6 feet 2 and weighing 270
Ibs he was a gentle and dedicated family man
who took care of his ailing mother.

On July 29th, while on duty, Police Officer
Rodriguez died during an automobile accident
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when his patrol car skidded off the Ventura
Freeway.

Words cannot express the sense of sadness
we have for his family. David Rodriguez was
a model first responder, whose bravery in
death merits our admiration and respect.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. WAYNE T. GILCHREST

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 1, 2007

Mr. GILCHREST. Madam Speaker, please
let the record show that had | been present for
rollcall vote No. 763, | would have voted
“aye.”

———

CELEBRATING THE NEW YORK
LATINO FILM FESTIVAL

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 1, 2007

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, today | rise
to congratulate one of my constituents, Calixto
Chinchilla, on the completion of what has
quickly become a New York film tradition: the
New York International Latino Film Festival.

This past Sunday, Chinchilla and a group of
dedicated volunteers and sponsors closed out
another fantastic 5 days of film screenings and
panels for the eighth straight year. Chinchilla,
then a young marketing executive, founded
the festival in 1999 to showcase the talent of
the growing Hispanic community, at home and
abroad.

Its crazy to think that despite’s New York’s
immense Latino talent, there has never been
a consistent side-by-side display of Spanish-
language and English language films from all
of Latin America and the U.S. But there
wasn’t. So he pulled together an event that
looked to shatter stereotypes that society had
about Latinos with films that came from all
over the Hispanic Diaspora and that chal-
lenged notions that both mainstream society
and the Latino community had when it came
to race, ethnicity and class. He sought to do
this in an environment where Hollywood could
meet independent cinema, so that fresh faces
could be brought to the stage and longtime
community voices could be heard.

The journey has not been perfect, yet Chin-
chilla, current co-Executive Director Elizabeth
Gardner and enthusiastic mix of veterans and
newbie volunteers always seem to pull it off
bigger and better each time around. Although
many of the films are shown downtown, Chin-
chilla has made a habit of bringing the festival
to other parts of the city during and after the
summer festival. The only local festival to fea-
ture a night exclusively dedicated to
Dominicans, NYILFF this year will also treat
my constituents in Washington Heights with a
family day filled with games, activities and
movies for children.

| submit into the record two articles from the
New York Daily News that provide a little more
information about this year's showcase. It’s
just another example of the great body of ar-
tistic talent that has called and will continue to
call Northern Manhattan home.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

[From the New York Daily News, July 25,
2007]
PICTURES OF LATINO LIFE
(By Roberto Dominguez)

It took a few years for aspiring director
Bruno Irizarry to get around to making a
movie about the trouble many Latino actors
have finding quality, nonstereotypical roles.

But Irizarry didn’t hesitate when it came
to submitting his feature-length film, ‘‘Shut
Up and Do It!,” to the one festival he knew
would appreciate it.

The comedy is among the 80 or so features,
shorts and documentaries at the New York
International Latino Film Festival, now in
its eighth year of showcasing new movies by
or about Hispanics.

The festival was founded in 1999 by Calixto
Chinchilla, at the time a Warner Bros. mar-
keting employee, who felt the need to coun-
teract the dearth of Latino themes and char-
acters in mainstream movies.

“Shut Up and Do It!” is about a down-on-
his-luck Latino actor compelled to make his
own movie—and cast himself in it—because
of a lack of good parts.

“To have my first film accepted into the
festival has been a totally amazing experi-
ence,” says Irizarry, 40, who directed the
film together with Veronica Caicedo and also
cast himself in a leading role—as a strug-
gling actor.

‘““Most of the stuff in the movie has really
happened to me as an actor trying to make
it in New York,” adds Irizarry.

“Like the characters, I was fed up and
tired of casting directors seeing me for roles
like ‘Garbage Man No. 1.’ But being in this
festival has allowed me to start off my di-
recting career with a bang, because it’s so
well-established.”

That wasn’t always the case. The first
yvear’s festival screened just a handful of
movies at a community center in midtown
that Chinchilla rented for a couple of nights.

It has since expanded into the largest
event of its kind, with movies from both es-
tablished and emerging filmmakers from
across the U.S., Latin America and Spain.
They’re presented in several Manhattan lo-
cations, along with panel discussions, free
outdoor screenings of classic movies (like
“West Side Story’) and themed evenings
like Dominican Night—with the backing of
corporate sponsors eager to tap into the buy-
ing power of the U.S. Latino market.

As the number of submissions from around
the world has grown into the hundreds, so
has the festival’s reputation and prestige.

Director Alfredo De Villa, whose first fea-
ture, the low-budget drama ‘‘Washington
Heights,” was a festival darling five years
ago, has seen his career grow as a result.

All three of his films have been screened at
the fest over the years, and De Villa has
gone on to work with several name actors,
including Dominic Chianese of ‘“The Sopra-
nos’ and Heather Graham, who star in De
Villa’s drama ‘‘Adrift in Manhattan.”

“It’s definitely like coming home,” says
De Villa of the festival. ‘‘As long as they’ll
have me, I'll keep bringing them movies.”’

In recent years, the festival has also be-
come a springboard for bigger-budget
projects— ‘El Cantante,”” produced by Jen-
nifer Lopez and starring Marc Anthony as
troubled salsa singer Hector Lavoe, is
premiering at this year’s fest before it hits
theaters in August.

But according to Chinchilla, the true
measure of the festival has been giving
locals like Sonia Gonzalez the chance to dis-
play their work.

“They’ve always been very supportive of
Latinos, but now it’s become a really visible
showcase for first-time filmmakers,” says
Gonzalez, whose documentary on New York
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stickball, ‘‘Bragging Rights,”
today.
“To have a feature [at the festivall],” she

adds, ‘“‘makes you feel like a celebrity.”

premieres

[From the New York Daily News, July 11,
20017]
CITY’S LATINO FILM FEST IS BACK: BETTER,
STRONGER, FEISTIER

(By Lewis Beale)

Talent-driven. That’s the word on the
eighth annual New York International
Latino Film Festival, running for six days
from July 24 to July 29 at venues around the
city.

“This year is all about growth,” says fes-
tival Executive Director Calixto Chinchilla.
“Filmmakers are doing stronger stories. It’s
really about new talent; we have a lot of
first-time filmmakers, and the stories are
amazing.”

Chinchilla points, for example, to ‘‘The
Startup,” in which some friends from Queens
decide to move to Manhattan and eventually
turn their Harlem brownstone into a youth
hostel.

Describing the film as ‘“‘like ‘Swingers,’”’
Chinchilla notes how it shows that local
Latino filmmakers ‘‘are raising the money,
doing it by any means, and doing it well.”

And it’s not just New Yorkers who are an
emerging film force. This year, the festival
(nylatinofilm.com) is showcasing movies
from Puerto Rico, which is experiencing a
cinematic rebirth.

“Puerto Rico has recently begun to offer
tax incentives to anyone who shoots on the
island,” Chinchilla says, ‘‘so you are getting
stronger filmmakers who are getting the
kind of support they’ve never had before.
Puerto Rico is really committed to its cin-
ema now.”’

But wait. There’s more. Much, much more
among the 80 films, including full-length fea-
tures, shorts and documentaries.

Premieres include ‘El Cantante,” the
highly anticipated Jennifer Lopez-Marc An-
thony bio of salsa singer Héctor Lavoe; “El
Muerto,” a film Chinchilla describes as ‘‘like
‘The Crow,””” a comic book adaptation done
well, and ‘‘Trade,” a film about inter-
national sex traffickers and featuring Kevin
Kline.

“Trade,” says Chinchilla, is ‘‘real, raw, sad
and was written by [José Rivera], the guy
who wrote ‘The Motorcycle Diaries.” It’s not
for everybody, but it’s a powerful piece and
doesn’t pull any punches.”

Chinchilla, who also co-founded the fes-
tival, is particularly proud of this year’s edi-
tion because of the way it has expanded to
include more than just theatrical presen-
tations.

““This year is more event-driven,” he says.
“There are more activities. There are out-
door screenings. It’s become more than just
a sit-down-in-a-theater thing. This was not
in the original plan, but we’ve grown with
the community.”

So those who want to watch the Sharks
and the Jets go at it again can see ‘“West
Side Story” at a free outdoor screening at
Riverbank State Park on Saturday the 28th.

Panel discussions range from subjects deal-
ing with women in film to how to pitch a
film project to top producers and directors.

A free family day sponsored by the Cartoon
Network features games and outdoor ’toon
screenings. Dominican night will highlight
the premiere of ‘“Yuniol,” a film from the is-
land nation about two young men from wild-
ly different social classes who interact in in-
teresting ways.

And there are numerous documentaries,
shorts, a ‘“Rewind” section with screenings
of “Carlito’s Way’’ and ‘‘Crossover Dreams,”
plus feature films from Mexico, Chile, Cuba
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(‘““‘El Benny,” about orchestra leader Beny
Moré), Spain and Brazil.

Add it all up and it comes to this, Chin-
chilla says: ‘‘This is the most exciting roster
we’ve ever had. It’s diverse, focused, a solid
slate of films.”

———

COMMENDING CORPORAL JACOB L.
KAREUS, UNITED STATES MA-
RINE CORPS

HON. JOHN BOOZMAN

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 1, 2007

Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam Speaker, | wish to
recognize and commend the courageous effort
of Marine Corporal Jacob L. Kareus by enter-
ing into the RECORD the following letter:

MAY 29, 2007.

DEAR CONGRESSMAN BOOZMAN: I am writing
to inform you of the performance of one of
your constituents, Corporal Jacob L. Kareus,
United States Marine Corps, son of John L.
and Katherine D. Kareus of 7001 Ellsworth,
Fort Smith, AR 72903.

Cpl Kareus recently returned from a seven-
month deployment to Haditha, Iraq, with
Company E of the Second Battalion, Third
Marine Regiment. Upon our arrival, Haditha,
a city of approximately 40,000 people on the
Euphrates River in the restive Al Anbar
Province, had a reputation as one of the
most dangerous places in Iraq. Sunni insur-
gents frequently attacked Cpl Kareus’ patrol
with small arms fire, sniper fire, grenades
and rocket and rifle vehicles. The insurgency
maintained a close handle on the populace
by an effective murder and intimidation
campaign. Through their threatening and
pressure of public officials and government
workers, insurgents even controlled public
works such as water and electricity. Only 15
Iraqi Police remained brave enough to work
from the Marine forward operating base,
while the recruitment of new policemen was
nonexistent. Cpl Kareus and the rest of the
Marines in Haditha were the tip of the spear
in the Iraq counterinsurgency.

Through the heroic actions of your con-
stituent, Cpl Kareus, the city of Haditha saw
unprecedented progress. By his deployment’s
end, Haditha’s police force numbered over 200
policemen and officers—many recruited from
the people of Haditha—and they conducted
operations independent of the Marines. At-
tacks on Iraqi Police and Marine patrols de-
creased from an average of 5-10 per day to a
handful per month. Intelligence reports on
insurgent activity flowed in regularly from
the people. The populace, previously terri-
fied to be associated with the Coalition, ea-
gerly welcomed Marines and policemen into
their homes for tea and conversation. The
marketplace, or souk, bustled again, chil-
dren played in the streets, and even teenage
girls—previously prohibited by the insur-
gents from going to school—walked the
streets five days per week in their school
uniforms.

As his commander, I wanted to ensure you
were aware of the hero from your great state
of Arkansas. Cpl Kareus’s selfless actions in
Haditha honored his nation, his state, and
his family. In an age where our ideals of
courage and commitment and our resolve
have waned, your constituent Cpl Kareus ex-
emplifies the principles of self-sacrifice and
dedication to a cause greater than himself.

Sincerely,
CAPTAIN M.W. TRACY,
Company Commander, Company E.

| wish to thank Captain Tracy for taking the

time to write to me of the heroic service of
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Corporal Jacob Kareus and the Marines of
Echo Company. | applaud Corporal Kareus’s
service to America, as well as to the people of
Haditha.

The motto for the 3rd Marines is Fortes For-
tuna Juvat, which translates to Fortune Favors
the Strong. It is our good fortune that we have
the strength of character of men and women
like Corporal Jacob Kareus serving to protect
the freedom of all Americans.

———
IN HONOR OF THE INTER-
NATIONAL FEDERATION FOR

DISABLED SAILING: DISABLED
SAILING WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP,
2007

HON. JAMES T. WALSH

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 1, 2007

Mr. WALSH of New York. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to recognize the International As-
sociation For Disabled Sailing World Cham-
pionship scheduled to be hosted by the Roch-
ester Yacht Club in Irondequoit, New York.
The IFDS World Championship will consist of
170 competitors, including paralympic medal-
ists and past world champions from twenty-
eight different countries. These world class
athletes will participate in a regatta on the wa-
ters of Lake Ontario.

A U.S.A. hosted, sanctioned World Cham-
pionship, the IFDS World Championship will
serve as a country qualifier for the 2008 Bei-
jing Paralympic Games. It will also contribute
locally by providing the net proceeds of the
event to the Rochester Rehabilitation Center’s
Sportsnet Program, a collaboration of different
clubs and organizations supporting the partici-
pation and inclusion of disabled individuals in
a variety of sports.

The IFDS World Championship is an inspi-
rational demonstration of strength and perse-
verance. Participation in this regatta will bring
about further inclusion of the disabled in
sports and encourage new generations of ath-
letes to work hard in order to achieve what
was once deemed impossible.

On behalf of the citizens of the 25th Con-
gressional District of New York, | congratulate
the organizers of the IFDS Disabled Sailing
World Championship and the world class ath-
letes involved. Best wishes for a successful
competition.

————

IN HONOR OF JACKSON COUNTY’S
175TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. TIMOTHY WALBERG

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 1, 2007

Mr. WALBERG. Madam Speaker, let it be
known, it is my special privilege to congratu-
late Jackson County on its 175th anniversary.

Jackson County was named after President
Andrew Jackson and was formed on August 1,
1832. Growth in Jackson County took off, and
the world’s largest walled prison was built in
1838, followed by the Michigan Central Rail-
road in 1841 that sparked growth and led to
the discovery and production of coal mining.

The diverse economy of Jackson County
has grown the last 175 years to include: man-
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ufacturing, industry, medical and educational
institutions, small business, and agriculture.

Some of the most beautiful scenery in the
Midwest is in Jackson County. Residents and
visitors recognize it for its many golf courses,
hundreds of lakes, festivals, Michigan Inter-
national Speedway, and acres of city and
county parks.

Jackson County families are at the core of
the community, supporting strong schools,
family values and superior educational oppor-
tunities for everyone. Hundreds of churches
and synagogues attest to the moral fabric that
makes up Jackson County.

The citizens of Jackson County are its
greatest resource. They continue to work to-
gether to provide a pleasant place to work,
live, play and raise a family.

In special tribute, therefore, this document is
signed and dedicated to honor Jackson Coun-
ty on its 175th anniversary. May the members
of the Jackson County Community continue to
benefit from the many wonderful attributes the
county offers and seek to individually con-
tribute to its growth and prosperity.

———

RECOGNIZING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF JOSE LOZANO

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 1, 2007

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, on
behalf of the U.S. Congress, it is an honor for
me to rise today to recognize Jose Lozano for
being honored with the American Public Gas
Association Personal Achievement Award.

Mr. Lozano started working for Okaloosa
Gas District in May of 1972 as a system engi-
neer. He was later promoted to operations
manager, then vice president of corporate
services and subsequently senior vice presi-
dent. Then in 2003, after dedicating over 30
years of service, he advanced to the top man-
agement position, chief executive officer for
Okaloosa Gas District.

Over the years Lozano has seen remark-
able growth of Okaloosa Gas District. When
he first came to work, the District had around
10,000 customers. Today the District has well
over 37,000 customers.

He has served on numerous committees
and boards in regional, State and national as-
sociations such as American Gas Association,
Southern Gas Association, Florida Natural
Gas Association, and American Public Gas
Association, APGA.

From the start, Jose was an active partici-
pant in the APGA serving on committees such
as Government Relations, Operations and
Safety, Regulatory, and the Transmission In-
tegrity Task Force. He has been a valuable
partner in enhancing the prestige of the APGA
in both the region and the Nation, and has
made substantial contributions towards the at-
tainment of APGA goals. As the APGA has
grown so has Jose’s involvement with the or-
ganization. He currently serves on the board
of directors for APGA and as the second vice-
chairman for the APGA Research Foundation
board of directors.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the U.S.