August 3, 2007

there is productivity or lack of produc-
tivity in the Ethics Committee, be-
cause we have not seen anything out of
the Ethics Committee thus far this
year.

I would suggest to the gentleman
that if you are serious about getting to
the bottom of what happened and seri-
ous about preserving the integrity of
the House and ensuring that there is no
disenfranchisement of Members on ei-
ther side of the aisle, that a conversa-
tion between the two of us, or the two
leaderships, might be a better course of
action for the entire House.

I have a privileged resolution that I
have drawn up that would set up a se-
lect committee of Members to deal
with only this issue. It may be, I think,
a wiser course of action. I would be
happy to discuss this with the gen-
tleman.

I would say to my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle that what happened
last night happened last night, and
that if we could have a commitment of
getting to the bottom of what hap-
pened last night, that we ought to pro-
ceed with the business that the Amer-
ican people sent us here to deal with.

Now, I know that there are those on
my side of the aisle, and probably some
on the other side of the aisle, who
would rather fight all day. But at the
end of the day, our responsibility is to
the American people. This is the peo-
ple’s House.

I accept the regrets offered by my
friend from New York. Having been in
the chair myself, I understand how it
can happen. He and I are friends. In
fact, he is one of the fairest Members
who could ever be in the chair. But we
need to have some understanding early
today, if in fact we are going to pro-
ceed today in an orderly fashion, that
we are going to do it in a way that dig-
nifies this institution and dignifies our
responsibility to the American people
to do their work.

So I would ask my friend if he would
consider withdrawing the resolution
that he has on the floor, allow us an
opportunity to sit down and discuss
this, and see if we can’t come to some
mutually agreeable way to proceed on
the issue of what happened and how we
preserve the integrity of the House and
the rights of all Members.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. BOEHNER. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Maryland.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my friend. I thank my friend for the
tone of his remarks, the focus of the
substance of those remarks in terms of
ensuring that the House runs in a fash-
ion that Members certainly are given
full consideration in terms of casting
of their votes, and I will certainly look
forward to discussing with the gen-
tleman that issue.

Mr. Speaker, the gentleman and I
have had an opportunity to discuss var-
ious issues in a way that I think was
positive. I think the remarks hopefully
that both of us are making indicate
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that we have the ability to continue to
do that and want to do that.

I would say to my friend that I, when
we complete this action, would look
forward to visiting with him in his of-
fice or he in mine to discuss that. My
suggestion would be that we perhaps
unanimously adopt this resolution so
that the Ethics Committee can look at
it, but not exclusively, as the gen-
tleman indicates and proceed.

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, re-
claiming my time, the whole point of
the suggestion that I made that we
withdraw this to go into a conversation
or negotiation where the gentleman
has 10 cards in his hand and I have one
clearly would put me and my col-
leagues at a disadvantage.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, we don’t
want to do that. If the gentleman is in-
dicating that he would prefer not to
offer any resolutions at this time, I
would certainly, at this point in time,
if that is our understanding, be pre-
pared to withdraw this resolution.

Mr. BOEHNER. I would be happy to
hold off on the resolution that I was
planning on offering and look forward
to our conversations.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to withdraw the
resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
House, a proposition may be withdrawn
before any action thereon as a matter
of right.

The resolution is withdrawn.

———

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM

(Mr. BOEHNER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to ask all of my colleagues on
both sides of the aisle to proceed with
caution. We all know that it has been
a tough week. We all know that we are
right up against the August recess. And
we all know there is a lot of passion in
the room.

I don’t know what the order of the
House will be today. I heard some dis-
cussion about going to the Defense ap-
propriation bill. But I would ask my
colleagues that we do our work in a
businesslike fashion, that we treat
each other with respect, and that we
proceed in a way that the American
people would be proud of.

Mr. Speaker, I would be happy to
yield to the gentleman for an update
on the schedule.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my friend for that comment, and I
share his view.

Mr. Speaker, we have not yet had a
meeting of the Rules Committee. I ex-
pect the Rules Committee will be
meeting as soon as we leave here. I am
not sure the exact time that it is
scheduled. But we will be providing for
rules. We intend to do a number of
pieces of legislation. The gentleman
has mentioned the Department of De-
fense bill.

Rules is not yet scheduled, but I pre-
sume it will be scheduled shortly.
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The Department of Defense appro-
priation bill is a critical bill. We intend
to consider that today. We also intend
to consider Foreign Intelligence Sur-
veillance Act legislation to enhance
the ability of the Director of National
Intelligence and those with whom he
works to pursue those who might harm
our country.

We also intend, Mr. Leader, to have
on the floor a bill which is an emer-
gency bill to respond to the bridge fall-
ing in Minneapolis, Minnesota. We also
intend to consider an energy bill.

As I said on Tuesday, if we can com-
plete that legislation today, we will do
so. If not, we will complete it tomor-
row. If we cannot complete it tomor-
row, we will complete it on Monday.
That is the order of business that we
have contemplated.

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, re-
claiming my time, is the gentleman
planning on having legislation on the
floor tomorrow?

Mr. HOYER. As I said on Tuesday
night, the legislation that I just men-
tioned, and there may be some other
suspension bills, we intend to finish
that business. I would hope it would
not take us until Monday. We are going
to have a discussion, and perhaps we
can pursue that.

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, re-
claiming my time, if I could suggest to
the majority leader that in the interest
of the House and in the interest of try-
ing to find a way to proceed today,
that we might recess the House for a
few minutes so that we can have this
discussion that we have been referring
to.

Mr. HOYER. If the gentleman would
yield, we will have this discussion as
soon as we leave the floor. But there
are a number of Members who wanted
to do 1-minutes. I suggest we proceed
with those at this time, if that is
agreeable.

Mr. BOEHNER. Fine.

——
O 0930

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. PAS-
TOR). The Chair will entertain up to
five requests for 1-minute speeches on
each side of the aisle.

———

CHAMP ACT

(Mr. HARE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, on Wednes-
day, this House passed the Children’s
Health and Medicare Protection
(CHAMP) Act. This bill demonstrates
the values that freshmen Members like
me and others were elected to bring to
this Congress. By reauthorizing the
State Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram, we expand coverage to an addi-
tional 5 million children.

Additionally, the CHAMP Act takes
care of America’s seniors and the dis-
abled by assisting Medicare recipients
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