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with copayments, deductibles, and pre-
scription costs.

In my district, I hear from doctors,
patients and hospitals about the
strains that cuts to Medicare and Med-
icaid have placed on our health care
system. This bill takes a first step to-
wards rebuilding our social safety net
by preventing pay cuts to physicians,
ensuring that doctors continue to ac-
cept Medicare patients, and seniors are
able to see the doctors of their choice.

By passing the CHAMP Act, this Con-
gress showed that we believe hard-
working American families should
have access to affordable health care
for their children and their grand-
parents.

————
MOTION TO RECOMMIT AGREED TO

(Mr. BLUNT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, let me say
when we left here last night, I have left
the House frustrated, I have left the
House encouraged, I have left the
House proud, I have left the House not
so proud. I have never the House
ashamed before.

Now what I just heard here this
morning, I don’t agree with it, the idea
that somehow we have massively vio-
lated the traditions of the House and
the only penalty is we will be more
careful in the future.

I decided for 4 years when that vote
would quit as the whip. That was my
job. We never stopped the vote until
the Clerk handed the person the piece
of paper that said what the vote was,
and the vote on the piece of paper was
215-213.

The remedy for the House that would
solve this problem is to let the vote
stand. A majority of this House voted
that illegal immigrants would not re-
ceive these benefits. That is what the
vote was about. All you’ve got to do is
g0 back to committee, amend the bill
and come back to the floor.

You lost the vote. I didn’t hit the
gavel. I didn’t speak over the Clerk
who was trying to read the vote. The
Chair did. The Chair decided the vote
was over. It doesn’t matter what that
board says. What matters is what the
tally was.

A week of violations of the principles
of the House culminated last night in
such an excessive way that Repub-
licans walked off the floor, and it was
a deserved walkout. And I am ashamed
of the House.

———

MENTAL HEALTH IN SCHOOLS ACT
OF 2007

(Mrs. NAPOLITANO asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. How quickly we
forget.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to introduce the
Mental Health Schools Act of 2007,
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which proposes to expand access to
school-based mental health services. It
would provide grants to local school
districts or coalitions of schools,
health providers and communities. It
would identify students in need of im-
mediate mental health care on site, re-
quire schools to provide culturally and
linguistically appropriate training for
students, parents and members of the
community.

The statistics we have learned in the
last few years are alarming, and they
tell an alarming truth. Childhood men-
tal illnesses affect nearly one in five
adolescents. One in three Latina ado-
lescents contemplate suicide. The time
for action was a long time ago, and we
need to move forward on this. The need
for mental health services has never
been greater.

Enacting this legislation will be a
great benefit to our society. It would
allow mental health professionals to
care for our kids in need of immediate
health and allow our teachers to con-
centrate on teaching.

———
MOTION TO RECOMMIT AGREED TO

(Mr. CANTOR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I want to
respond to some of the comments that
were just made by my colleagues on
the other side of the aisle; notably,
“how quickly we forget.”

Also what the majority leader just
said about our anger, and he under-
stands our anger. Well, you Kknow
what? I don’t think he understands our
anger when he says it does no good to
repeat the last 12 years of our feeling
aggrieved. Because I can assure you
that never once did we in the majority
attempt to steal a vote, attempt to
steal a vote to make sure, to make sure
that illegal immigrants, to make sure
that our position, the Republican posi-
tion to defeat the ability for benefits to
flow to illegal immigrants. That is
what this is about.

So, Mr. Speaker, as the whip said be-
fore me, the gentleman from New York
admits a mistake and apologizes. We
accept that apology. It was a bad call.

But the price to pay for that bad call
should be to admit that the motion to
recommit passed, the bill should go
back to committee, the committee
does its work, and the bill comes back
to the floor.

———

PASS ENERGY BILL TODAY TO
MAKE US SAFER

(Mr. ISRAEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, today
there is going to be lots of talks about
process and procedures and walkouts
and delays. The American people don’t
want us to focus on process. They don’t
want us to walk out. They want us to
move forward.
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One way we can move forward on
both sides of the aisle is to pass an en-
ergy bill today as a matter of national
security. Because 2 years ago the De-
partment of Defense spent $10.6 billion
to fuel itself to protect us. The Air
Force spent $4.7 billion on one thing:
Fuel.

We are in a situation right now
where we are borrowing money from
China to fund defense budgets to buy
oil from the Persian Gulf to protect us
from China and the Persian Gulf.

This is not the time to delay or walk
out. This is the time for us to work to-
gether, move America forward, pass an
energy bill and make us safer.

————

STRENGTH OF DEMOCRACY IS
HOW YOU TREAT MINORITY

(Mr. BARTON of Texas asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I have only been in the House for 23
years, so I guess I am still in some
ways still a novice, but I have never
seen anything like last night. When
you look up on that board over there
and over there, it says ‘‘215-213 final,”
that’s it. In the 23 years I have been in
the House, I have never seen a vote
that said ‘‘final” and been gaveled re-
opened until last night.

I mean, how important is it that you
win a motion to recommit? My gosh,
all you do is take it back to com-
mittee, report it back out, muscle your
troops in line, and pass the bill as you
want it.

Now I know there are men and
women of integrity on the Democratic
side of the aisle, because last week the
dean of the House, JOHN DINGELL of
Michigan, in the Energy and Commerce
Committee, when I as a ranking mem-
ber used a procedural rule to force the
reading of bill, he read the bill. It is
not what he wanted to do, but it is
what the rules allowed and required.

The strength of a democracy is how
you treat the minority, and the mi-
nority’s strength is in using the rules.
When we are smart enough to use the
rules and win, we ought to let it count.

————

AMERICAN PEOPLE WANT ACTION
ON POLICY

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, the 110th
Congress came into action with the
mandate from the American people to
change the way business is done in
Washington, and they wanted action on
policies. They want action on policies
that affect their everyday lives; and
this Congress gave it to them with a
minimum wage increase for the first
time in a decade, with an ethics bill
that helps drain the swamp and change
the way we do business with lobbyists
and make this truly the people’s
House.
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