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Whereas international fishing treaties and
agreements provide a framework for estab-
lishing rules to guide sustainable fishing ac-
tivities among those nations that are parties
to the agreement, and regional fisheries
management organizations provide inter-
national fora for implementing these agree-
ments and facilitating international co-
operation and collaboration;

Whereas under its authorities in the Mag-
nuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act, the North Pacific Fishery
Management Council has proposed that the
United States close all Federal waters in the
Chukchi and Beaufort Seas to commercial
fishing until a fisheries management plan is
fully developed; and

Whereas future commercial fishing and
fisheries management activities in the Arc-
tic Ocean should be developed through a co-
ordinated international framework, as pro-
vided by international treaties or regional
fisheries management organizations, and
this framework should be implemented be-
fore significant commercial fishing activity
expands to the high seas: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, by the Senate and the House of
Representatives in Congress assembled That—

(1) the United States should initiate inter-
national discussions and take necessary
steps with other Arctic nations to negotiate
an agreement or agreements for managing
migratory, transboundary, and straddling
fish stocks in the Arctic Ocean and estab-
lishing a new international fisheries man-
agement organization or organizations for
the region;

(2) the agreement or agreements nego-
tiated pursuant to paragraph (1) should con-
form to the requirements of the United Na-
tions Fish Stocks Agreement and contain
mechanisms, inter alia, for establishing
catch and bycatch limits, harvest alloca-
tions, observers, monitoring, data collection
and reporting, enforcement, and other ele-
ments necessary for sustaining future Arctic
fish stocks;

(3) as international fisheries agreements
are negotiated and implemented, the United
States should consult with the North Pacific
Regional Fishery Management Council and
Alaska Native subsistence communities of
the Arctic; and

(4) until the agreement or agreements ne-
gotiated pursuant to paragraph (1) come into
force and measures consistent with the
United Nations Fish Stocks Agreement are
in effect, the United States should support
international efforts to halt the expansion of
commercial fishing activities in the high
seas of the Arctic Ocean.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 299—RECOG-
NIZING THE RELIGIOUS AND HIS-
TORICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE
FESTIVAL OF DIWALI

Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself and Mr.
CORNYN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 299

Whereas Diwali, a festival of great signifi-
cance to Indian Americans and South Asian
Americans, is celebrated annually by Hindus,
Sikhs, and Jains throughout the United
States;

Whereas there are nearly 2,000,000 Hindus
in the United States, approximately 1,250,000
of which are of Indian and South Asian ori-
gin;
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Whereas the word ‘‘Diwali’’ is a shortened
version of the Sanskrit term ‘‘Deepavali’,
which means ‘“‘a row of lamps’’;

Whereas Diwali is a festival of lights, dur-
ing which celebrants light small oil lamps,
place them around the home, and pray for
health, knowledge, and peace;

Whereas celebrants of Diwali believe that
the rows of lamps symbolize the light within
the individual that rids the soul of the dark-
ness of ignorance;

Whereas Diwali falls on the last day of the
last month in the lunar calendar and is cele-
brated as a day of thanksgiving and the be-
ginning of the new year for many Hindus;

Whereas for Hindus, Diwali is a celebration
of the victory of good over evil;

Whereas for Sikhs, Diwali is feted as the
day that the sixth founding Sikh Guru, or re-
vered teacher, Guru Hargobind, was released
from captivity by the Mughal Emperor
Jehangir; and

Whereas for Jains, Diwali marks the anni-
versary of the attainment of moksha, or lib-
eration, by Mahavira, the last of the
Tirthankaras (the great teachers of Jain
dharma), at the end of his life in 527 B.C.:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the religious and historical
significance of the festival of Diwali; and

(2) requests the President to issue a procla-
mation recognizing Diwali.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 300—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT THE FORMER
YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF MAC-
EDONIA (FYROM) SHOULD STOP
THE UTILIZATION OF MATE-
RIALS THAT VIOLATE PROVI-
SIONS OF THE UNITED NATIONS-
BROKERED INTERIM AGREE-
MENT BETWEEN FYROM AND
GREECE REGARDING ‘“HOSTILE
ACTIVITIES OR PROPAGANDA”
AND SHOULD WORK WITH THE
UNITED NATIONS AND GREECE
TO ACHIEVE LONGSTANDING
UNITED STATES AND UNITED
NATIONS POLICY GOALS OF
FINDING A MUTUALLY-ACCEPT-
ABLE OFFICIAL NAME FOR
FYROM

Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Ms.
SNOWE and Mr. OBAMA) submitted the
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations:

S. RES. 300

Whereas, on April 8, 1993, the United Na-
tions General Assembly admitted as a mem-
ber the Former Yugoslav Republic of Mac-
edonia (FYROM), under the name the
“Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia’’;

Whereas United Nations Security Council
Resolution 817 (1993) states that the dispute
over the name must be resolved to maintain
peaceful relations between Greece and
FYROM;

Whereas, on September 13, 1995, Greece and
FYROM signed a United Nations-brokered
Interim Accord that, among other things,
commits them to not ‘‘support claims to any
part of the territory of the other party or
claims for a change of their existing fron-
tiers’;

Whereas a pre-eminent goal of the United
Nations Interim Accord was to stop FYROM
from utilizing, since its admittance to the
United Nations in 1993, what the Accord calls
“propaganda’’, including in school text-
books;
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Whereas a television report in recent years
showed students in a state-run school in
FYROM still being taught that parts of
Greece, including Greek Macedonia, are
rightfully part of FYROM;

Whereas some textbooks, including the
Military Academy textbook published in 2004
by the Military Academy ‘‘General Mihailo
Apostolski” in the FYROM capital city, con-
tain maps showing that a ‘‘Greater Mac-
edonia” extends many miles south into
Greece to Mount Olympus and miles east to
Mount Pirin in Bulgaria;

Whereas, in direct contradiction of the
spirit of the United Nations Interim Accord’s
section ““A”, entitled ‘‘Friendly Relations
and Confidence Building Measures’’, which
attempts to eliminate challenges regarding
“historic and cultural patrimony’’, the Gov-
ernment of FYROM recently renamed the
capital city’s international airport ‘‘Alex-
ander the Great Airport’’;

Whereas the aforementioned acts con-
stitute a breach of FYROM’s international
obligations deriving from the spirit of the
United Nations Interim Accord, which pro-
vide that FYROM should abstain from any
form of ‘“‘propaganda’ against Greece’s his-
torical or cultural heritage;

Whereas such acts are not compatible with
Article 10 of the United Nations Interim Ac-
cord, which calls for ‘‘improving under-
standing and good neighbourly relations’, as
well as with European standards and values
endorsed by European Union member-states;
and

Whereas this information, like that ex-
posed in the media report and elsewhere,
being used contrary to the United Nations
Interim Accord instills hostility and a ra-
tionale for irredentism in portions of the
population of FYROM toward Greece and the
history of Greece: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) urges the Former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia (FYROM) to observe its obliga-
tions under Article 7 of the 1995 United Na-
tions-brokered Interim Accord, which directs
the parties to ‘“‘promptly take effective
measures to prohibit hostile activities or
propaganda by state-controlled agencies and
to discourage acts by private entities likely
to incite violence, hatred or hostility” and
review the contents of textbooks, maps, and
teaching aids to ensure that such tools are
stating accurate information; and

(2) urges FYROM to work with Greece
within the framework of the United Nations
process to achieve longstanding United
States and United Nations policy goals by
reaching a mutually-acceptable official
name for FYROM.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 301—RECOG-
NIZING THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE DESEGREGATION OF LIT-
TLE ROCK CENTRAL HIGH
SCHOOL, ONE OF THE MOST SIG-
NIFICANT EVENTS IN THE AMER-
ICAN CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT

Mrs. LINCOLN (for herself and Mr.
PRYOR) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 301

Whereas the landmark 1954 Supreme Court
decision in Brown v. Board of Education of
Topeka established that racial segregation
in public schools violated the Constitution of
the United States;

Whereas, in September 1957, 9 African-
American students (Minnijean Brown, Eliza-
beth Eckford, Ernest Green, Thelma
Mothershed, Melba Pattillo, Gloria Ray, Ter-
rence Roberts, Jefferson Thomas, and
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