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Act—Agreement: A unanimous-consent agreement 
was reached providing that on Monday, September 
10, 2007, at the conclusion of the remarks from Sen-
ator Barrasso, Senate begin consideration of H.R. 
3074, making appropriations for the Departments of 
Transportation, and Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, and related agencies for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 2008.                                      Pages S11256–57 

Osteen/Reidinger/Sammartino Nominations— 
Agreement: A unanimous-consent agreement was 
reached providing that at 10 a.m., on Monday, Sep-
tember 10, 2007, Senate begin consideration of the 
nominations of William Lindsay Osteen, Jr., to be 
United States District Judge for the Middle District 
of North Carolina, Martin Karl Reidinger, to be 
United States District Judge for the Western Dis-
trict of North Carolina, and Janis Lynn Sammartino, 
to be United States District Judge for the Southern 
District of California; that there be 60 minutes of 
debate equally divided between the Chairman and 
Ranking Member of the Committee on the Judici-
ary, or their designees; provided further, that at 11 
a.m., Senate vote on confirmation of the nomina-
tions, respectively.                                            Pages S11256–57 

Nominations Received: Senate received the fol-
lowing nominations: 

Walter Lukken, of Indiana, to be Chairman of the 
Commodity Futures Trading Commission. 

Todd J. Zinser, of Virginia, to be Inspector Gen-
eral, Department of Commerce. 

Vincent Obsitnik, of Virginia, to be Ambassador 
to the Slovak Republic. 

Harvey E. Johnson, Jr., of Virginia, to be Deputy 
Administrator and Chief Operating Officer, Federal 
Emergency Management Agency, Department of 
Homeland Security.                                                 Page S11281 

Nomination Withdrawn: Senate received notifica-
tion of withdrawal of the following nomination: 

Vincent Obsitnik, of Virginia, to be Ambassador 
to the Republic of Slovenia, which was sent to the 
Senate on July 25, 2007.                                      Page S11281 

Additional Cosponsors:                             Pages S11269–70 

Statements on Introduced Bills/Resolutions: 
                                                                                  Pages S11270–71 

Authorities for Committees to Meet:       Page S11271 

Privileges of the Floor:                                      Page S11271 

Text of H.R. 2642 as Previously Passed: 
                                                                                  Pages S11271–78 

Record Votes: One record vote was taken today. 
(Total—326)                                                               Page S11256 

Adjournment: Senate convened at 8:55 a.m. and 
adjourned at 12:29 p.m., until 10 a.m. on Monday, 
September 10, 2007. (For Senate’s program, see the 
remarks of the Acting Majority Leader in today’s 
Record on page S11281.) 

Committee Meetings 
(Committees not listed did not meet) 

GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY OFFICE’S 
ASSESSMENT ON 18 IRAQ BENCHMARKS 
Committee on Armed Services: Committee concluded a 
hearing to examine a report of the Government Ac-
countability Office’s assessment of 18 Iraq bench-
marks, including the U.S. Troop Readiness, Vet-
erans’ Care, Katrina Recovery, and Iraq Account-
ability Appropriations Act, 2007 (Public Law 
110–28), after receiving testimony from David M. 
Walker, Comptroller General of the United States, 
Government Accountability Office. 

h 

House of Representatives 
Chamber Action 
Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 14 pub-
lic bills, H.R. 3494–3507; and 5 resolutions, H. 
Con. Res. 206–207 and H. Res. 640–642, were in-
troduced.                                                               Pages H10318–19 

Additional Cosponsors:                                     Page H10319 

Report Filed: A report was filed today as follows: 
H.R. 3246, to amend title 40, United States 

Code, to provide a comprehensive regional approach 
to economic and infrastructure development in the 

most severely economically distressed regions in the 
Nation, with an amendment (H. Rept. 110–321, Pt. 
1).                                                                                     Page H10318 

Speaker: Read a letter from the Speaker wherein she 
appointed Representative Pomeroy to act as Speaker 
pro tempore for today.                                           Page H10247 

College Cost Reduction Act of 2007: The House 
agreed to the conference report to accompany H.R. 
2669, to provide for reconciliation pursuant to sec-
tion 601 of the concurrent resolution on the budget 
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for fiscal year 2008, by a yea-and-nay vote of 292 
yeas to 97 nays, Roll No. 864. 
                                                            Pages H10259–70, H10307–08 

H. Res. 637, the rule providing for consideration 
of the conference report, was agreed to by a yea-and- 
nay vote of 220 yeas to 185 noes, Roll No. 861, 
after agreeing to order the previous question. 
                                                                  Pages H10255–58, H10259 

Patent Reform Act of 2007: The House passed 
H.R. 1908, to amend title 35, United States Code, 
to provide for patent reform, by a recorded vote of 
220 ayes to 175 noes, Roll No. 863. 
                                                                         Pages H10270–H10307 

Pursuant to the rule, the amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute recommended by the Committee 
on the Judiciary now printed in the bill shall be 
considered as an original bill for the purpose of 
amendment.                                                                Page H10285 

Accepted: 
Pence amendment (No. 5 printed in H. Rept. 

110–319) that prohibits a post-grant review from 
being instituted based upon the best mode require-
ment of patent law;                                         Pages H10303–06 

Issa amendment (No. 2 printed in H. Rept. 
110–319) that permits applicants to delay publica-
tion of applications until the later of (1) three 
months after a second PTO decision or (2) 18 
months after the filing date (after agreeing by unani-
mous consent to withdraw the earlier request for a 
recorded vote);                                    Pages H10297–98, H10306 

Issa amendment (No. 3 printed in H. Rept. 
110–319) that amends the section relating to United 
States Patent and Trademark Office regulatory au-
thority by adding the requirement that Congress be 
provided 60 days to review regulations before they 
take effect (after agreeing by unanimous consent to 
withdraw the earlier request for a recorded vote); 
                                                         Pages H10298–H10300, H10306 

Jackson-Lee (TX) amendment (No. 4 printed in 
H. Rept. 110–319) that requires the Director of the 
United States Patent and Trademark Office to con-
duct a study of patent damage awards in cases from 
at least 1990 to the present where such awards have 
been based on a reasonable royalty under Section 284 
of Title 35 of the United States Code and requires 
the Director of the PTO to submit findings to Con-
gress no later than one year after the Act’s enact-
ment (after agreeing by unanimous consent to with-
draw the earlier request for a recorded vote); and 
                                                                  Pages H10300–03, H10306 

Conyers manager’s amendment (No. 1 printed in 
H. Rept. 110–319) that incorporates a number of re-
visions including revisions to the sections on dam-
ages, willful infringement, prior user rights, post- 
grant review, venue, inequitable conduct, applicant 
disclosure information and inventor’s oath require-

ments, among others (by a recorded vote of 263 ayes 
to 136 noes, Roll No. 862).       Pages H10292–97, H10306 

Agreed that the Clerk be authorized to make 
technical and conforming changes to reflect the ac-
tions of the House.                                                  Page H10308 

H. Res. 636, the rule providing for consideration 
of the bill, was agreed to by a yea-and-nay vote of 
222 yeas to 181 nays, Roll No. 860, after agreeing 
to order the previous question. 
                                                            Pages H10249–55, H10258–59 

Calendar Wednesday: Agreed by unanimous con-
sent to dispense with the Calendar Wednesday busi-
ness of Wednesday, September 19th.            Page H10310 

Meeting Hour: Agreed by unanimous consent that 
when the House adjourns today, it adjourn to meet 
at 10:30 a.m. on Monday, September 10th for morn-
ing hour debate; that when the House adjourns on 
that day, it adjourn to meet at 10:30 a.m. on Tues-
day, September 11th; that when the House adjourns 
on that day, it adjourn to meet 10 a.m. on Friday, 
September, 14th; and further, when the House ad-
journs on that day, it adjourn to meet at 12:30 p.m. 
on Monday, September 17th for morning hour de-
bate.                                                                                Page H10310 

Senate Messages: Messages received from the Senate 
today appear on pages H10259 and H10308. 

Amendments: Amendments ordered printed pursu-
ant to the rule appear on page H10321. 

Quorum Calls—Votes: Three yea-and-nay votes 
and two recorded votes developed during the pro-
ceedings of today and appear on pages H10258–59, 
H10259, H10306, H10307, and H10307–08. There 
were no quorum calls. 

Adjournment: The House met at 9:00 a.m. and ad-
journed at 4:52 p.m. 

Committee Meetings 
BRIEFING—UPDATE ON GERMANY AND 
DENMARK ARRESTS 

Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence: Met in execu-
tive session to receive a briefing on the Germany and 
Denmark Arrests. The Committee was briefed by depart-
mental witnesses. 

BRIEFING—IRAQ NATIONAL 
INTELLIGENCE ESTIMATE 

Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence: Met in execu-
tive session to receive a briefing on Iraq National Intel-
ligence Estimate. The Committee was briefed by depart-
mental witnesses. 
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