September 10, 2007

Now Congress must respond to the
President’s propaganda surge with a
truth surge, with a memory surge, re-
minding America of the repeated false
cries of ‘‘progress’ and phony excuses
that have only brought our families
more insecurity. Congress must learn
from the courage continually displayed
by our troops. Appeasement will not
stop these wrong-headed Administra-
tion policies. More blank checks will
only drain our national treasury while
fueling more death and destruction
that only endangers American families.

And so today we note the surge has
failed, but we respectfully and sin-
cerely thank General Petraeus and all
of our troops who serve America and
are doing their jobs. But we know we
must do our job. It is long past time for
Congress to act. Our best hope remains
a safe and orderly, fully-funded, phased
redeployment that begins immediately.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 47
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until noon.

————
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. HASTINGS of Florida) at
noon.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Lord our God, human history has
witnessed down through the ages the
battle of those who have nothing and
those who have too much. It is the vio-
lent collision of opulence and poverty
which makes the Earth tremble be-
neath our feet.

Lord, in our day, throw Your light of
truth upon Your people; that seeing
one another as brother and sister, they
will not be blinded by prejudice or in-
difference. Rather, may all reach out
with a compassion that will heal and
establish mutual trust that will inspire
hope in the disillusioned and even the
hopeless.

May this Congress be an instrument
in Your hands to mold a just and
peacefully secure society, now and for-
ever. Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. POE) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. POE led the Pledge of Allegiance
as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

CURRENT PATH IN IRAQ FAILING

(Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ex-
press my disappointment over the con-
tinued lack of progress in Iraq. The so-
bering content in both the GAO report
and the Jones report should finally be
a wake-up call that some Members in
this House need in order to act to bring
our troops home.

The findings should make it clear to
this tone-deaf Administration that our
current path in Iraq is failing. The
problem of sectarian violence in Iraq
will not be solved by sacrificing more
blood of young Americans.

After losing more than 3,500 of our
brave men and women and spending
close to half a trillion dollars, it is
time to bring our troops home. To con-
tinue to ask our service men and
women to make the ultimate sacrifice
for a misguided policy is simply im-
moral.

——
GRATITUDE AND RESOLVE
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to thank the
brave men and women of our Armed
Forces, our local first responders, and
our intelligence community for the in-
credible work they do to protect our
Nation and stop the enemy overseas so
we will not face them again here at
home.

On the upcoming anniversary of Sep-
tember 11th, we must take this mo-
ment to reflect on the terrible tragedy
that occurred 6 years ago, causing our
response to this global war on ter-
rorism. We must maintain our resolve
against bin Laden who has declared
this struggle the ‘‘third world war”
with Iraq and Afghanistan as the cen-
tral front.

Independent Senator JOE LIEBERMAN
wrote in today’s Wall Street Journal:
“In Iraq we are fighting and defeating
the same terrorist network that at-
tacked us on 9/11.”

We will succeed by remaining dedi-
cated to promoting the safety of Amer-
ican families by denying extremists
safe havens. And we are grateful to our
servicemembers, professionally led by
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David Petraeus, who works day and
night to defend our freedom.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September
11th.

———

TARGET: U.S. AIR BASE

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, apparently
the U.S. air base at Ramstein, Ger-
many, and the Frankfurt airport were
targets last week of a foiled terrorist
attack.

German authorities arrested three
outlaws as they were mixing chemicals
to make explosives. And guess what,
all three individuals were Islamic radi-
cals belonging to a fringe group called
Islamic Jihad TUnion linked to al
Qaeda—yet another example of crimi-
nals who kill in the name of religion
and hate.

These Islamic radicals don’t believe
in building a better world, but believe
in blowing it up. The war on terror is a
global war whether we like it or not,
and a fight between civilization and
the uncivilized. It is a fight over life
versus death. It is a fight over peace
versus anarchy. It is a fight over the
right to be left alone versus chaos. The
international terrorists who wish to
kill Americans must be tracked down
wherever they are and dealt with as
law and justice demands.

Those Americans who fail to ac-
knowledge who these criminals are and
have us retreat from this world conflict
know little about the way the world is
and seemingly live blissfully ignorant
in the world of never, never land.

And that’s just the way it is.

——————

CREATE LEGACY OF PEACE

(Mr. DAVIS of Illinois asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
as we approach September 11, all of us
have memories of that fateful day. All
of us recognize that in order for our
Nation to be strong and to feel secure,
that not only must we be in a position
to protect ourselves, but we also must
cultivate friendships and relationships
throughout the world.

And so I would hope as we memori-
alize those who gave their lives and
lost their lives on September 11, that
we will renew our efforts to try and
make sure that we can create for our-
selves and the rest of the world a more
stable, peaceful environment and let
that be the legacy of those who gave
the last measure of devotion, their
lives.

———
LISTEN TO GENERAL PETRAEUS

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
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