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just tax more, you’ll be able to in-
crease the money coming to the Fed-
eral Government to pay for all these
programs, these new programs that
they want to enact.

In fact, what happens if you tax
more, you decrease money coming to
the Federal Government. And every
single President that has decreased
taxes recognized that. John Kennedy
did when he decreased taxes, saw a sig-
nificant increase to the Federal Gov-
ernment in terms of revenue. Ronald
Reagan did when he decreased taxes,
saw an increasing amount of money to
the Federal Government. And certainly
in this administration we’ve seen sig-
nificant increased revenues to the Fed-
eral Government. When you decrease
taxes, money to the Federal Govern-
ment increases. Again, it sounds
counterintuitive; but it’s not, because
what happens is that American people
get to keep more of their hard-earned
money.

And you remember, Mr. Speaker, we
talked about choices, who ought to be
able to choose. One of the most funda-
mental principles that we believe, I be-
lieve, is that the American individual,
the American citizen ought to be the
one that has the right to choose when
they save or they spend or they invest,
not the Federal Government, with
their money. So many of our good
friends on the other side believe that
they can make better decisions than
the American people with that hard-
earned taxpayer money.

We believe that you ought to be able
to get to a balanced budget without
raising taxes. We have a bill that will
allow that to happen. We strongly en-
courage our friends on the other side to
support it.

We believe that taxpayers have a
right to fundamental and fair tax re-
form. Some of my friends are sup-
porters of a flat tax, a flat income tax.
Some are supporters of a fair tax, the
national retail sales tax, which I be-
lieve to be the most appropriate way to
align our form of taxation in our Na-
tion with our form of commerce. We
would then incentivize all the things
that we say that we want, like hard
work and vision and entrepreneurship
and success. Right now we punish all
those things. Our current tax system
punishes people when they do more,
when they succeed, when they die.
Those aren’t things we ought to be tax-
ing. My goodness.

And we believe also that the tax-
payers have a right to a supermajority
required for any tax increase. In fact,
as you know, Mr. Speaker, that was the
rule of the House until this new major-
ity took over. When they changed the
rules on the very first day that we met
in January of this year, they changed
the rule to make it so that it only took
a majority to raise taxes on any bill
that comes through this House, not a
supermajority, which meant 60 percent
before.

So, Mr. Speaker, it’s very clear. We
believe, I believe, that working to-
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gether positively, productively we can
solve the challenges that we have be-
fore us.

It’s an incredible honor to represent
the Sixth District of Georgia in this
United States House of Representa-
tives. It’s an incredible honor for each
and every one of us to be a Member
here.

But what our constituents demand of
us, I believe, is responsibility to act to-
gether and to work together in a posi-
tive way, in an uplifting way, in a way
that will make certain that we pre-
serve the American Dream and a sys-
tem in place, an economic system in
place that will allow the majority of
Americans, the vast majority of Ameri-
cans, if not every single American, the
opportunity to succeed in his or her
own life.

I challenge my colleagues across the
aisle to work together positively in
that direction. I know that you’ve got
partners who will assist you on this
side.

—————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION WAIVING
REQUIREMENT OF CLAUSE 6(a)
OF RULE XIII WITH RESPECT TO
CONSIDERATION OF CERTAIN
RESOLUTIONS

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida (during the
Special Order of Mr. PRICE of Georgia),
from the Committee on Rules, sub-
mitted a privileged report (Rept. No.
110-332) on the resolution (H. Res. 659)
waiving a requirement of clause 6(a) of
rule XIII with respect to consideration
of certain resolutions reported from
the Committee on Rules, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 2761, TERRORISM RISK IN-
SURANCE REVISION AND EXTEN-
SION ACT OF 2007

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida (during the
Special Order of Mr. PRICE of Georgia),
from the Committee on Rules, sub-
mitted a privileged report (Rept. No.
110-333) on the resolution (H. Res. 660)
providing for consideration of the bill
(H.R. 2761) to extend the Terrorism In-
surance Program of the Department of
the Treasury, and for other purposes,
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed.

———

LIVING VICTIMS OF 9/11

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KLEIN of Florida). Under the Speaker’s
announced policy of January 18, 2007,
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
NADLER) is recognized for 60 minutes as
the designee of the majority leader.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, 1 week ago today, we
marked the sixth anniversary of the
tragic events of September 11, 2001. I
appreciate the opportunity to speak
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today about an issue that faces not just
my district, where the attack on the
United States occurred, where the
World Trade Center once stood, but our
entire Nation.

I am honored to be here today to sup-
port legislation sponsored by CAROLYN
MALONEY and myself and others. CARO-
LYN has been such a strong advocate
for the living victims of 9/11.

I also want to thank Chairmen
GEORGE MILLER and FRANK PALLONE
for the recent hearings they have held
on this issue, one last week and one
earlier today.

I am pleased to announce that yes-
terday, along with Congresswoman
MALONEY and others, I introduced es-
sential new legislation that would en-
sure that everyone exposed to World
Trade Center toxins, no matter where
they live now or in the future, would
have a right to high-quality medical
monitoring and treatment and access
to a reopened victim compensation
fund for their losses.

Whether you are a first responder
who toiled without proper protection,
who came to help in the rescue and re-
covery from New York, from elsewhere
in New York or from elsewhere in the
country, or whether you’re an area
resident worker or student who was
caught in the plume, or subject to on-
going indoor contamination, if you
were harmed by the environmental ef-
fects of 9/11, you would be eligible.

This bill builds on the best ideas
brought to Congress thus far, and on
the infrastructure already in place pro-
viding critical treatment and moni-
toring.

Mr. Speaker, when the World Trade
Center collapsed on September 11, 2001,
the towers sent up a plume of poi-
sonous dust that blanketed Lower
Manhattan and parts of Brooklyn,
Queens, and New Jersey. A toxic cloud
of lead, dioxin, asbestos, mercury, Ben-
zene, PCBs, PAHs and other hazardous
contaminants swirled around the site
and around Lower Manhattan and
Brooklyn and Jersey City as rescue
workers labored furiously in the wreck-
age, many without adequate protective
gear. Thousands of first responders in-
haled this poisonous dust before it set-
tled onto and into countless homes,
shops and office buildings where it re-
mains to this day.

Mr. Speaker, I've always said that
there were two coverups conducted
here, two coverups conducted by the
administration. The first coverup was
that the air was okay, that no one
would get sick from the exposure to
World Trade Center dust at or near
Ground Zero. The administration de-
nied the air was toxic and insisted that
no one would get sick. They lied. They
lied deliberately to the American peo-
ple, to the people of New York, to the
first responders. They said the air was
safe, when they had test results saying
it was toxic. As a result, tests at Mt.
Sinai Hospital published in a peer re-
viewed medical study just about a year
ago revealed that of the 10,000 first re-
sponders tested, over 70 percent suffer
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