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women in uniform through their hands-
on innovation. I could not provide
higher tribute than the Marine Corps
itself when it described the Albany
team as clearly demonstrating the
ability to be responsive, resourceful,
agile, and creative by designing and
prototyping multiple systems in sup-
port of Operation Iraqi Freedom.

This is not the first time the tenant
organization of Albany’s Marine Corps
Logistics Base has received this great
honor. In 2005, the Maintenance Center
was recognized for its Design and Man-
ufacture Vehicle Armor Protective
Kits Program which provided protec-
tive armor kits for U.S. Marine Corps
combat vehicles, making the Marines a
more effective fighting force and pro-
foundly impacting both safety and mo-
rale.

I also want to individually recognize
Christopher Tipper, a Maintenance
Center Albany employee who was
named Civilian Marine Logistician of
the Year. Through his achievements
Mr. Tipper brings great credit upon
himself, MCLB Albany, and the U.S.
Marine Corps.

The national recognition of the
achievements of the team and this in-
dividual is extremely well deserved.
They comprise a dedicated workforce
committed to meeting the needs of the
warfighter. I am proud to pay tribute
to these men and women and congratu-
late them and the leadership of the
Maintenance Center Albany, as well as
the entire Marine Corps Logistics Com-
mand on a job well done.®

————

MONTCLAIR STATE UNIVERSITY’S
100TH ANNIVERSARY

e Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President,
today I honor Montclair State Univer-
sity of New Jersey as they celebrate 100
years of service to the students of our
State.

The 100th anniversary of Montclair
State University is a wonderful cause
for celebration. However, the real cele-
bration lies in the extraordinary suc-
cess of the faculty and administration
of Montclair State University in pre-
paring some of New Jersey’s finest stu-
dents to be the next leaders of this
country and to succeed in a global

economy.
While much has changed since
Montclair State  University  first

opened its doors as a normal school in
1908, the university has remained true
to its mission of providing an excep-
tional educational experience to a di-
verse student body that is reflective of
the ©population of New Jersey.
Montclair State University has become
one of the leading educational institu-
tions in our State, quickly turning into
the second-largest and the fastest-
growing university in New Jersey.
Montclair State University is leading
the way to help develop the next gen-
eration of teachers by training prom-
ising students to be successful, innova-
tive teachers in schools across the
State. The university has also main-
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tained an active and positive role in
the local community, by bridging edu-
cation and community service.

Today, I ask my colleagues to join
me as I honor Montclair State Univer-
sity for its extraordinary success in
providing 100 years of world-class edu-
cation to New Jersey’s students and for
providing service to our communities.®

————

HONORING WINDOWS ON THE
WATER

® Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, I wish to
congratulate the outstanding accom-
plishments of Windows on the Water, a
popular restaurant from my home
State of Maine. Windows on the Wa-
ter’s chef and owner, John Hughes, was
recently awarded the National Res-
taurant Association Award for his ac-
tive role in assisting the local commu-
nity.

Founded in June 1985, Windows on
the Water has been a favorite of locals
and visitors to the Kennebunk-
Kennebunkport area for over 20 years.
Known for its fresh seafood and made-
from-scratch desserts, Windows on the
Water boasts a diverse menu with
something for everyone. Moreover, it is
committed to preparing healthy meals
for diners. As such, most of the cook-
ing products used are either organic,
all-natural, or sustainable. In its 22
yvears of business, Windows on the
Water has received 27 awards for var-
ious accomplishments. As patrons of
the restaurant will tell you, Windows
on the Water is also renowned for its
creativity. In addition to providing
fresh, quality food, Chef Hughes fre-
quently offers programs such as cook-
ing class dinners, which include a
multicourse demonstration and meal,
combined with a question-and-answer
session.

Chef Hughes’s National Restaurant
Association award is truly something
to be proud of. Dedicating his life to
helping others, including by way of his
culinary skills, Mr. Hughes cofounded
the Community Harvest organization
in 1999, a nonprofit community service
group that provides food to those in
need. The organization’s motto, ‘‘peo-
ple loving people is the heart of the
journey, the heart of our community,”’
is exemplified well in Chef Hughes’s
work. Each Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas, he prepares countless dinners for
the community, which volunteers then
deliver to local underprivileged house-
holds and individuals. Mr. Hughes
began the home delivery service be-
cause he noticed that Meals on Wheels
did not deliver on Christmas and
Thanksgiving.

While Chef Hughes routinely uses his
cooking skills to benefit vulnerable
members of his community, he is also
at the forefront of numerous other
community efforts. He leads an annual
scholarship program for select local
students who demonstrate a commit-
ment to community service. Moreover,
in keeping with his background as a
chef, Mr. Hughes spearheads an annual
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scholarship program for recipients in
the greater Kennebunk area who have
displayed an interest in the culinary
arts. Having begun his culinary studies
at age 15, Chef Hughes recognizes that
nurturing an ambition from a young
age can lead to great success.

Windows on the Water is not only a
restaurant; it is also a fount of unbri-
dled service to others, thanks to Chef
Hughes. While Chef Hughes has reached
the top of his profession, being ap-
pointed to the Master Chefs Institute
of America, he still sees the crucial
role that generosity and giving play in
the livelihood of a community. I com-
mend Chef John Hughes and everyone
at Windows on the Water who set a val-
uable example for the Kennebunks, and
for all of Maine.®

———————

20TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
SPECIAL OPERATIONS COMMAND

e Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President. I
would like to commemorate the 20th
anniversary of the U.S. Special Oper-
ations Command, USSOCOM.

In 1987, USSOCOM was officially es-
tablished to create a unified command
structure for the special operations
forces of all military branches. Since
that time, the special operations forces
from the Army, Navy, Air Force, and
Marine Corps have deployed to all
parts of the globe and participated in
every major American military oper-
ation in support of USSOCOM mis-
sions.

It is with good reason that the sol-
diers, sailors, airmen and marines of
USSOCOM are considered the most
elite military forces in the world.
These individuals complete extremely
rigorous training and are called upon
to accomplish the most difficult and
dangerous missions in our military.

We in New Mexico are excited that
USSOCOM’s 16th Special Operations
Wing will soon be making the move to
Cannon Air Force Base. Though we are
sad to see the men and women of the
27th Fighter Wing go, we are proud to
be the new home of this elite unit.

Since its inception, the soldiers, sail-
ors, airmen and marines of USSOCOM
have served with the utmost distinc-
tion. I salute their bravery and dedica-
tion to duty, and I hope that New Mexi-
cans will take time to thank the mem-
bers of USSOCOM who have served and
honor the memory of those who have
given their lives in our defense.®

———

HONORING MR. VIRGIL E. BROWN,
SR.

e Mr. VOINOVICH. Mr. President, I
wish to honor and congratulate an out-
standing community and business lead-
er from my hometown of Cleveland,
OH. Virgil E. Brown, Sr., has become a
well-recognized name in Cleveland
after serving our community and great
State of Ohio for nearly three decades.
On August 12, 2007, Virgil celebrated
his 90th birthday. Also this year, his
lovely wife Lurtissia celebrated her
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