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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
yield such time as she might consume
to the sponsor of this resolution, Rep-
resentative KIRSTEN GILLIBRAND.

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Mr. Speaker, I
thank Representative DAVIS for his
support of this resolution and for gen-
erously yielding.

I've introduced House Resolution 303
in order to allow all Americans to
honor and reflect on the number of
Americans who remain missing, and to
remember their families and loved ones
who hope and pray every day for their
safe return.
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This issue is especially significant
for my constituents. On March 2, 1998,
Suzanne Lyall, a 19-year-old sophomore
at SUNY Albany, was kidnapped and
never seen again. This crime cap-
tivated the country’s attention and has
left a permanent mark on the commu-
nity that I serve. Over 9 years later,
her case remains unsolved.

Tragically, similar situations occur
every day in America. On any given
day, there are as many as 100,000 active
missing-person cases in the TUnited
States. In addition, missing-adult cases
often go unreported in the media. Even
though the first few days after a crime
is committed are the most critical in
solving a case, there can be significant
delays in beginning the search for
someone over the age of 18 who has
gone missing. Sadly, in New York there
are over 3,500 missing-person cases, in-
cluding nearly 1,400 cases involving
New Yorkers over the age of 18.

Furthermore, the statistics show
that a disproportionate number of
adults reported missing are college-
aged women. Currently in New York
State, over two-thirds of the college-
aged individuals reported missing are
female, and this group also makes up
approximately half of all missing
adults. It is important that the Federal
Government partners with local law
enforcement to protect young women
as they attend college or enter the
workforce.

I am honored to represent Suzanne’s
parents, Doug and Mary, who are lead-
ers in New York and around the coun-
try in bringing attention to crimes in-
volving young adults. They have used
their personal nightmare to assist
other parents and families who have
had loved ones go missing. They found-
ed the Center for Hope, an organization
with the mission of providing resources
to educate, assist, and support families
and friends to cope with the disappear-
ance of a loved one. The center works
with the New York State and Federal
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Government to improve our laws in
order to prevent future abductions.

In 1983, President Reagan established
May 25 as the National Missing Chil-
dren’s Day, and last May Americans
marked the 26th National Missing Chil-
dren’s Day. This important day is set
aside to draw attention to children who
are still missing, whether they have
been missing for a few days or for dec-
ades.

Yet a day has not yet been set aside
to remember those Americans who are
over the age of 18 and are missing from
their families. With over 100,000 Ameri-
cans unaccounted for, mothers, fathers,
sisters, brothers, sons, and daughters, a
day must be established to remind the
public of those missing and our coun-
try’s dedication to solving their cases
and, hopefully, reuniting them with
families and loved ones.

In 2001, former Governor George
Pataki established April 6, Suzanne’s
birthday, as the State’s Missing Per-
sons Day in New York. It is my hope
that this date can also become the na-
tional day of remembrance for all miss-
ing Americans. This day will allow
Americans to appropriately remember
the victims, their families, and the ef-
forts of local law enforcement and the
community.

Mr. Speaker, I hope my colleagues
will join me in unanimously approving
this resolution and that the President
will soon establish a day to bring
awareness to the issue of missing per-
sons.

Mrs. BIGGERT. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield
myself such time as I may consume.

House Resolution 303 establishes a
day to bring awareness to the issues
surrounding missing persons. I con-
gratulate the sponsor on this bill.

Each year tens of thousands of people
g0 missing in the United States. Prob-
ably there isn’t a day goes by that
some newspaper doesn’t report either a
child or adult that is missing. It is a
national crisis affecting thousands of
families. I think these families strug-
gle through the loss and pain of losing
their loved ones and often need support
and guidance during the search for
their missing friends or family mem-
bers.

Through effective legislation, grants
have been provided to our organiza-
tions tasked with tracking missing per-
sons and provide much-needed support
services to families. Legislation has
also ensured that agencies are able to
keep updated databases on missing per-
sons. It’s important that we take time
to recognize and applaud the work of
law enforcement agencies, concerned
citizens, and, of course, the families
who unite together to find their loved
ones and support prevention efforts.

I urge the passage of this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

As a member of the House Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform,
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I am pleased to join my colleague in
the consideration of H. Res. 303, a reso-
lution expressing the sense of the
House of Representatives that a day
ought to be established to bring aware-
ness to the issue of missing persons.

H. Res. 303, which has 58 cosponsors,
was introduced by Representative
KIRSTEN GILLIBRAND on April 17, 2007.
H. Res. 303 was reported from the Over-
sight Committee on September 20, 2007,
by voice vote.

Mr. Speaker, reports of missing per-
sons have increased sixfold in the past
25 years, from roughly 150,000 people in
1980 to about 900,000 this year. The
CourtTV’s Crime Library estimates
that 2,300 people are reported missing
every day in America.

I support establishing a day to bring
awareness to the issue of missing per-
sons. We should all reflect to remember
the victims, their families, and local
law enforcement and community vol-
unteers who help search for missing in-
dividuals. As a matter of fact, Mr.
Speaker, even as we speak, in my city
in the area where I live, there is a
young woman who has been missing
now for several days, and it has created
a tremendous outpouring of empathy
and sympathy on the part of the people
for her parents and other family mem-
bers who are searching diligently, hop-
ing and praying that she will be found

safely.
So, Mr. Speaker, I commend my col-
league, Representative KIRSTEN

GILLIBRAND, for introducing this legis-
lation and urge its swift passage.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mrs. BIGGERT. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further requests for time, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
DAvIis) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 303.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

NATIONAL LIFE INSURANCE
AWARENESS MONTH

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 584) supporting
the goals and ideals of ‘‘National Life
Insurance Awareness Month”.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. CoN. RES. 584

Whereas life insurance is an essential part
of a sound financial plan;

Whereas life insurance provides financial
security for families by helping surviving
members meet immediate and long-term fi-
nancial obligations and objectives in the
event of a premature death in their family;
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Whereas approximately 68,000,000 United
States citizens lack the adequate level of life
insurance coverage needed to ensure a secure
financial future for their loved ones;

Whereas life insurance products protect
against the uncertainties of life by enabling
individuals and families to manage the fi-
nancial risks of premature death, disability,
and long-term care;

Whereas individuals, families, and busi-
nesses can benefit from professional insur-
ance and financial planning advice, including
an assessment of their life insurance needs;
and

Whereas numerous groups supporting life
insurance have designated September 2007 as
‘“National Life Insurance Awareness Month”
as a means to encourage consumers to—

(1) become more aware of their life insur-
ance needs;

(2) seek professional advice regarding life
insurance; and

(3) take the actions necessary to achieve fi-
nancial security for their loved ones: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of ‘‘Na-
tional Life Insurance Awareness Month’’;
and

(2) calls on the Federal Government,
States, localities, schools, nonprofit organi-
zations, businesses, and the citizens of the
United States to observe the month with ap-
propriate programs and activities.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from I1-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentle-
woman from Illinois (Mrs. BIGGERT)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

As a member of the House Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform,
I am pleased to join my colleague in
the consideration of H. Res. 584, a reso-
lution supporting the goals and ideals
of National Life Insurance Awareness
Month.

H. Res. 584, which has 87 cosponsors,
was introduced by Representative JUDY
BIGGERT on July 30, 2007. H. Res. 584
was reported from the Oversight Com-
mittee on September 20, 2007, by voice
vote.

Mr. Speaker, studies have found that
when an unexpected death occurs, in-
sufficient life insurance coverage can
cause significant economic hardship
for the loved ones left behind. The lack
of sufficient coverage drives many fam-
ily members of the deceased to work
additional jobs, borrow money, pre-
maturely withdraw money from sav-
ings and investment accounts, and in
many cases to move to less desirable
housing. It is estimated that 68 million
Americans say they lack the life insur-
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ance coverage needed to ensure a se-
cure financial future for their loved
ones.

I support the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Life Insurance Awareness Month
because it will make people more
aware of their insurance needs and mo-
tivate them to seek information about
obtaining life insurance.

So, Mr. Speaker, I commend my col-
league, Representative JUDY BIGGERT,
for introducing this legislation and
urge its swift passage.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mrs. BIGGERT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I would like to thank my colleague
from Illinois, DANNY DAVIS, for man-
aging this resolution today.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to urge my
colleagues to support House Resolution
584, which supports the goals and ideals
of designating September 2007 as Na-
tional Life Insurance Awareness
Month. I also would like to thank my
friend and colleague, the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. KANJORSKI),
for introducing this resolution with me
for the fourth year in a row and for his
support on this important issue. Con-
gressman KANJORSKI serves with me
both on the Financial Services Com-
mittee and the Financial and Eco-
nomic Literacy Caucus and has been an
outstanding leader on the important
issue of financial security.

I would also like to thank the gen-
tleman from California, Chairman
HENRY WAXMAN, and the gentleman
from Virginia, ToM DAVIS, for moving
this resolution through the Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform.

And, last, I would like to acknowl-
edge and thank Senator BEN NELSON of
Nebraska and Senator SAXBY
CHAMBLISS of Georgia for their con-
tributions to this effort. They worked
with those of us on this side of the Cap-
itol to craft identical resolutions that
garnered both bipartisan and bicameral
support. It’s my hope that the Senate
will soon pass its version of the resolu-
tion soon.

Mr. Speaker, life insurance too often
is thought of only when it is too late.
How many times have we heard friends
or loved ones who are sadly reflecting
that the deceased had no life insurance
or had too little life insurance? Today,
only four in 10 adult Americans own an
individual life insurance policy; and
among those who do have life insur-
ance, the amount often is too small to
safeguard the financial future of their
loved ones. Because of insufficient cov-
erage, family members often are forced
to work extra jobs or longer hours, bor-
row money, or move to less desirable
housing. In short, these outcomes are
only symptoms of the crisis of under-

insurance that exists in our Nation
today.
Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 584

calls on the Nation to observe the
month of September as Life Insurance
Awareness Month. The Life and Health
Insurance Foundation for Education,
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the National Association of Insurance
and Financial Advisors, the American
Council of Life Insurers, and a coali-
tion representing hundreds of leading
life insurance providers and advocates
have designated September 2007 as Life
Insurance Awareness Month.

Our collective goal for this month is
to make consumers more aware of
their life insurance needs, seek profes-
sional advice, and take the actions nec-
essary to achieve financial security for
their families. Many of my colleagues
on both the Financial Services and the
Education and Workforce Committees
have been working very hard to in-
crease the level of financial literacy
and economic education in this Nation.
Understanding how financial products
work and how they work to build fi-
nancial security are two important in-
gredients in a complete financial edu-
cation.

It is my hope that recognizing Life
Insurance Awareness Month will moti-
vate Americans to seek out informa-
tion about the benefits of life insurance
so that if premature death of a loved
one does occur, they will be spared the
economic hardships that often accom-
pany tragedy.

I ask my colleagues to join me and
support the goals and ideals of desig-
nating September National Life Insur-
ance Awareness Month.

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself the balance of my time.

I will close and just simply reempha-
size the importance of this legislation.
Again, I want to commend Representa-
tive BIGGERT and yourself, Mr. Speak-
er, for leading the way.

I think many people think of resolu-
tions like this as a simple something
that has taken place; but I am re-
minded that in the community where 1
live and work, oftentimes people will
die and not have the wherewithal with
which to bury themselves.
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Our young people will be killed and
their families take up a collection to
get them buried. And so I think that
this is a very important resolution. I
commend both of you, once again, for
its introduction.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KANJORSKI). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from Illi-
nois (Mr. DAVIS) that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the resolu-
tion, H. Res. 584.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
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proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF GOLD STAR MOTH-
ERS DAY

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 605) supporting
the goals and ideals of Gold Star Moth-
ers Day.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 605

Whereas the American Gold Star Mothers
have suffered the supreme sacrifice of moth-
erhood by losing a son or daughter who
served in the Armed Forces, and thus perpet-
uate the memory of all whose lives are sac-
rificed in war;

Whereas the American Gold Star Mothers
assist veterans of the Armed Forces and
their dependents in the presentation of
claims to the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs and aid members of the Armed Forces
who served and died or were wounded or in-
capacitated during hostilities;

Whereas the services rendered to the
United States by the mothers of America
have strengthened and inspired Americans
throughout the history of the United States;

Whereas Americans honor themselves and
the mothers of America when they revere
and emphasize the role of the home and the
family as the true foundations of the United
States;

Whereas by doing so much for the home,
the American mother is a source of moral
and spiritual guidance for the people of the
United States and thus acts as a positive
force to promote good government and peace
among all mankind; and

Whereas September 30, 2007, is being recog-
nized as Gold Star Mothers Day: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Gold
Star Mothers Day; and

(2) requests that the President issue a
proclamation calling upon the people of the
United States to observe such day with ap-
propriate ceremonies and activities.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAvis) and the gentle-
woman from Illinois (Mrs. BIGGERT)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

As a member of the House Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform,
I am pleased to join my colleague in
the consideration of H. Res. 605, a bill
supporting the goals and ideals of Gold
Star Mothers Day.
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H. Res. 605, which has 108 cosponsors,
was introduced by Representative
PETER ROSKAM on August 1, 2007.

H. Res. 605 was reported from the
Oversight Committee on September 20,
2007 by voice vote.

Mr. Speaker, Gold Star Mothers Day
is an organization for mothers who
have lost a son or daughter in service
to our country. In 1940, President
Franklin D. Roosevelt designated the
last Sunday in September as Gold Star
Mothers Day to recognize and com-
memorate the tremendous sacrifice
these courageous mothers have en-
dured on behalf of our Nation. This
wonderful group of women have turned
their personal tragedy into patriotism
and public service.

Today, numerous chapters of Gold
Star Mothers across our Nation offer
important programs and services to
improve the lives of veterans and their
families. They assist veterans of the
Armed Forces and their dependents in
the presentation of claims to the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs.

I support the goals and ideals of Gold
Star Mothers Day. And I have the ut-
most respect for mothers and fathers
that have sacrificed their sons and
daughters for peace, freedom and the
security of our Nation.

And so, Mr. Speaker, I commend my
colleague, Representative PETER
RoskKAM, for introducing this legisla-
tion and urge its swift passage.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mrs. BIGGERT. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I, too, applaud PETER ROSKAM of Illi-
nois for his introduction of this resolu-
tion. He had every intention of being
here, but unfortunately he missed his
plane, so he is not able to make it at
this time.

During World War I, Grace Seibold’s
son, George, served with the British
Royal Flying Corps in France. While on
combat duty, he regularly sent letters
home to his family in Washington, D.C.
Around Christmas of 1918, the letters
stopped and the Seibold family never
heard from him again. Because his
military unit was under British con-
trol, the U.S. had no information of his
whereabouts or safety. After months of
waiting, they received notice of his
death.

Throughout the war, Grace Seibold
had been spending her time visiting
with soldiers in military hospitals and
providing solace and assistance with
their recuperation. After her own son’s
death, she met with fellow mothers of
soldiers who had been Kkilled serving
their country.

The women began to share their grief
and quickly found support for each
other. Their uncommon bond brought
them closer and helped them to heal.
The group also encouraged community
service by volunteering at local hos-
pitals for veterans.

After years of careful planning, in
June of 1928, 25 mothers joined in
Washington, D.C. to form the American
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Gold Star Mothers, Incorporated. The
mission of the organization is to honor
the men and women who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice for their country and to
assist veterans with processing claims
made to the Department of Veterans
Affairs.

The service provided by the Gold
Star Mothers does not end there. They
inspire patriotism and love of country.
They promote peace and goodwill
through annual special events. The
Gold Star Mothers work in cooperation
with all veterans organizations and
lend their support giving many hours
of volunteer work and personal service
to veteran families. It is an organiza-
tion that inspires community service,
honor of country, and takes great pride
in having our brave men and women
serving in our Armed Forces.

I am proud to honor these brave
women for their continued efforts and
their tireless support of our Nation.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
will close by simply stating that I have
a very active, passionate and involved
chapter of Gold Star Mothers in my
congressional district. And so on behalf
of them, and all of the Gold Star Moth-
ers and Fathers throughout the coun-
try, I would urge passage of this resolu-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
DAvVIS) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 605.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF SICKLE CELL DIS-
EASE AWARENESS MONTH

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res.
210) supporting the goals and ideals of
Sickle Cell Disease Awareness Month.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. RESs. 210

Whereas Sickle Cell Disease is an inherited
blood disorder that is a major health prob-
lem in the United States, primarily affecting
African Americans;

Whereas Sickle Cell Disease causes the
rapid destruction of sickle cells, which re-
sults in multiple medical complications, in-
cluding anemia, jaundice, gallstones,
strokes, and restricted blood flow, damaging
tissue in the liver, spleen, and Kkidneys, and
death;

Whereas Sickle Cell Disease causes epi-
sodes of considerable pain in one’s arms,
legs, chest, and abdomen;

Whereas Sickle Cell Disease affects over
70,000 Americans;
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