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I have always been a strong believer 

in the United Nations because I think 
that it is a good hope for world peace; 
but, frankly, I must say, the U.N. dis-
credits itself, and it discredits itself 
once again by having this so-called 
Human Rights Council and the way it 
operates. And the U.N. really discredits 
itself by focusing so much hatred on 
one tiny little country, Israel. Whether 
it’s in the General Assembly or the Se-
curity Council or the so-called Human 
Rights Council, Israel has become 
about 40 percent of the resolutions in 
the United Nations totally. 

It’s absolutely outrageous that you 
have countries like Algeria, Cuba, 
Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, China, even 
Egypt and Russia participating when 
Israel has such a better record of 
human rights than any of these coun-
tries. 

The problem inherent with the 
United Nations, unfortunately, is you 
have dictatorships basically running 
the show. And we try to have a demo-
cratic institution, but it’s inherently 
not, because it’s dictatorships that are 
now a majority there. 

It is outrageous, the Israel-bashing 
that goes on at the United Nations, and 
I am proud of this Congress for stand-
ing up and saying that enough is 
enough. People are dying in Darfur. We 
don’t hear the Human Rights Council 
be so concerned about that as they are 
about bashing Israel. 

So I strongly support this resolution. 
I think that the Congress does itself 
proud by bringing truth to the Amer-
ican people and to the world. And the 
Human Rights Council is no better 
than the organization that preceded it. 
We need to change it, otherwise the 
U.N. will continue to be discredited. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Washington (Mr. 
SMITH) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 557, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of California. Mr. 
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

b 1300 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF CAMPUS FIRE SAFE-
TY MONTH 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-

lution (H. Res. 95) expressing the sense 
of the House of Representatives sup-
porting the goals and ideals of Campus 
Fire Safety Month, and for other pur-
poses, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 95 
Whereas in 2006, thirty-one states issued 

proclamations recognizing September as 
Campus Fire Safety Month; 

Whereas since January 2000, at least 113 
people, including students, parents, and chil-
dren have died in student housing fires; 

Whereas over three-fourths of these deaths 
have occurred in off-campus occupancies; 

Whereas a majority of the students across 
the Nation live in off-campus occupancies; 

Whereas a number of fatal fires have oc-
curred in buildings where the fire safety sys-
tems have been compromised or disabled by 
the occupants; 

Whereas it is recognized that automatic 
fire alarm systems provide the necessary 
early warning to occupants and the fire de-
partment of a fire so that appropriate action 
can be taken; 

Whereas it is recognized that automatic 
fire sprinkler systems are a highly effective 
method of controlling or extinguishing a fire 
in its early stages, protecting the lives of the 
building’s occupants; 

Whereas many students are living in off- 
campus occupancies, Greek housing, and res-
idence halls that are not adequately pro-
tected with automatic fire sprinkler systems 
and automatic fire alarm systems; 

Whereas it is recognized that fire safety 
education is an effective method of reducing 
the occurrence of fires and reducing the re-
sulting loss of life and property damage; 

Whereas students are not routinely receiv-
ing effective fire safety education through-
out their entire college career; 

Whereas it is vital to educate the future 
generation of our Nation about the impor-
tance of fire safety behavior so that these be-
haviors can help to ensure their safety dur-
ing their college years and beyond; and 

Whereas by developing a generation of fire- 
safe adults, future loss of life from fires can 
be significantly reduced: Now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Campus 
Fire Safety Month; 

(2) encourages administrators and munici-
palities across the country to provide edu-
cational programs to all students during 
September and throughout the school year; 
and 

(3) encourages administrators and munici-
palities to evaluate the level of fire safety 
being provided in both on- and off-campus 
student housing and take the necessary steps 
to ensure fire-safe living environments 
through fire safety education, installation of 
fire suppression and detection systems and 
the development and enforcement of applica-
ble codes relating to fire safety. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. HOLT) and the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. KLINE) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New Jersey. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I request 5 

legislative days during which Members 
may insert material relevant to H. Res. 
95 into the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
(Mr. HOLT asked and was given per-

mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to express support for the goals and 
ideals of Campus Fire Safety Month, 
introduced by the representative from 
Ohio, Mrs. STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES. 
Campus fire safety is an important 
issue for students all over the country. 
Since January of 2000, at least 113 
young people have died in student 
housing fires. These unfortunate 
deaths may have been prevented by 
better education of fire safety meas-
ures and implementation of effective 
prevention systems. 

In my own State of New Jersey, early 
on January 19, 2000, a fire killed three 
students and injured 58 others at Seton 
Hall University. Over 75 percent of 
these fatalities around the country 
have occurred in off-campus housing. It 
should be a priority to make sure that 
all students are aware of fire safety in-
formation, especially those students 
who do not live in on-campus housing. 
Fire safety training should be a con-
tinuing process so that our Nation’s 
young people practice fire safety 
throughout their lives. 

As we send our Nation’s students off 
to campuses this month to further 
their education, it is essential that 
they are in safe environments. Simple 
steps such as testing smoke detectors 
and having a working and accessible 
fire extinguisher can help keep our stu-
dents safe. By recognizing September 
as Campus Fire Safety Month, this res-
olution will help bring awareness to 
such simple and critical measures to 
protect students from fire hazards. 

Mr. Speaker, the knowledge and 
skills learned through fire safety train-
ing are invaluable for everyone. I 
would like to encourage administrators 
and municipalities across the country 
to provide educational programs to all 
students during September and 
throughout the school year. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
pass this resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. KLINE of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in support of H. Res. 95, 
a measure to support the goals and 
ideals of Campus Fire Safety Month. 
We passed a similar resolution last 
Congress promoting the establishment 
of September as Campus Fire Safety 
Month. Since that time, 31 States have 
issued proclamations recognizing Sep-
tember as Campus Fire Safety Month. 

Our Nation’s college students should 
be able to live on campus with the con-
fidence that they will be safe in their 
dorms, apartments or other housing. 
This measure will take a key step to-
ward ensuring greater awareness of 
campus fire prevention and safety. I 
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thank my colleagues, Representatives 
TUBBS JONES and WHITFIELD, for taking 
the lead on this important topic. 

There are numerous examples nation-
wide that demonstrate a renewed com-
mitment to campus fire safety. In my 
home State of Minnesota, the Univer-
sity of Minnesota system equips dorms 
with smoke detectors and is working 
now to ensure that residence halls and 
individual dormitory rooms have sprin-
kler systems. They use flame-resistant 
mattresses and other materials to pro-
vide students with the safest furniture 
available. In another example, New 
York State Office of Fire Prevention 
and Control trains college officials and 
distributes materials that can be used 
in training college students on campus 
fire safety. These are just two exam-
ples of the good work being done at the 
State level to increase awareness of 
fire safety on college campuses. 

The legislation before us today is 
sure to raise awareness even further. 
This is not the first time that campus 
safety has been discussed in the House. 
In the 109th Congress, we passed the 
College Access and Opportunity Act 
which endorsed an effort to ask col-
leges and universities to report annu-
ally on fire safety efforts. The report 
would include information such as a 
list of all student housing facilities and 
whether or not each is equipped with a 
sprinkler system or other fire safety 
system, statistics on occurrences of 
fires and false alarms, information on 
various fire safety rules and regula-
tions, and information about training 
provided to students, faculty and staff. 
Moreover, the measure asks schools to 
keep a publicly available log of all on- 
campus fires and false alarms. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in supporting this resolution 
today. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. HOLT. I appreciate the remarks 
of the gentleman from Minnesota. May 
I ask if he has any further speakers? 

Mr. KLINE of Minnesota. I have no 
further speakers. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, as the gen-
tleman from Minnesota has said, we 
are safer, students in dormitories and 
off-campus housing are safer than they 
were 6, 8 years ago. We have learned 
things to do. In this case, we know 
what to do. The education should be 
carried forward. Designation of this 
awareness month will help in that edu-
cational effort. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support enthusiastically this measure. 

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker I rise 
today in support of H. Res. 95, a bipartisan 
resolution that I, along with Mr. WHITFIELD, in-
troduced to establish September as Campus 
Fire Safety Month. 

This legislation encourages administrators 
and municipalities across the country to pro-
vide educational programs to all students dur-
ing September and throughout the school year 
on fire safety. 

Additionally, the resolution calls for evalua-
tion of the level of fire safety being provided 

in both on- and off-campus student housing 
and taking the necessary steps to ensure fire- 
safe living environments through fire safety 
education, installation of fire suppression and 
detection systems and the development and 
enforcement of applicable codes relating to 
fire safety. 

In June, the Senate adopted a similar reso-
lution, sponsored by Senator JOE BIDEN, that 
also encourages campus fire safety across the 
Nation. 

Nationwide, 113 people have been killed in 
student housing since January 2000, as identi-
fied by the Center for Campus Fire Safety, a 
nonprofit organization that compiles informa-
tion on campus-related fires. Almost 80 per-
cent of the fire fatalities have occurred in off- 
campus occupancies such as rented houses 
and apartments. Common factors in a number 
of these fires include: lack of automatic sprin-
klers, disabled smoke alarms, careless dis-
posal of smoking materials, and alcohol con-
sumption. According to the center, April and 
May, followed by August and September, are 
the two most dangerous periods of time for 
student housing fire fatalities. So far 31 States 
have issued proclamations declaring Sep-
tember as Campus Fire Safety Month. Histori-
cally, September is one of the most fatal 
months for campus fires, but for the first time 
since 2000 there were no fatalities last Sep-
tember. 

H. Res. 95 is supported by the Center for 
Campus Fire Safety, National Electrical Manu-
facturers Association, Congressional Fire 
Services Institute, National Fire Protection As-
sociation, International Association of Fire 
Chiefs, International Association of Fire Fight-
ers, National Fire Sprinkler Association, Inter-
national Code Council, Society of Fire Protec-
tion Engineers, International Association of 
Fire Marshals. 

For the past few Congresses I have intro-
duced H.R. 642, known as the College Fire 
and Prevention Act. This legislation would es-
tablish a demonstration incentive program 
within the Department of Education to promote 
installation of fire sprinkler systems, or other 
fire suppression or prevention technologies, in 
qualified student housing or dormitories, and 
for other purposes. The Congressional Fire 
Services Institute, the National Fire Sprinkler 
Association and the American Fire Sprinkler 
Association have endorsed this fire prevention 
legislation. 

Fire safety and prevention is an issue that 
needs to be addressed across this country. 
Over these few years we have seen many 
tragedies involving fire at colleges, places of 
business, entertainment venues and places of 
residence. We must begin to put in place sup-
pression measures against fires and increase 
support and resources for our fire fighters to 
ensure that no more lives are lost to fires that 
could have been prevented. I am pleased to 
say that this institution adopted this resolution 
in the 109th Congress and will do so again 
today. It is encouraging that we remain com-
mitted to bringing awareness to this issue in 
order to prevent more needless deaths of our 
students. 

I encourage my colleagues to pass this leg-
islation so that we can increase awareness 
about this problem that affects us all. 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 

the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
HOLT) that the House suspend the rules 
and agree to the resolution, H. Res. 95, 
as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

RELIGIOUS TOLERANCE IN NA-
TIONAL HIGH SCHOOL MOCK 
TRIAL CHAMPIONSHIP 
Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I move to 

suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 25) calling on the Board 
of Directors of the National High 
School Mock Trial Championship to 
accommodate students of all religious 
faiths. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 25 

Whereas religious intolerance and dis-
crimination continue to be the root causes of 
many of the conflicts around the world; 

Whereas the United States of America was 
founded by those seeking to practice their 
religion freely, and the American justice sys-
tem, including all legal professionals in-
volved, should be working to uphold this 
principle; 

Whereas the First Amendment to the Con-
stitution states that ‘‘Congress shall make 
no law respecting an establishment of reli-
gion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; 
or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the 
press, or the right of the people peaceably to 
assemble, and to petition the Government 
for a redress of grievances’’; 

Whereas section 1 of the Fourteenth 
Amendment to the Constitution states, ‘‘All 
persons born or naturalized in the United 
States, and subject to the jurisdiction there-
of, are citizens of the United States and of 
the State wherein they reside. No State shall 
make or enforce any law which shall abridge 
the privileges or immunities of citizens of 
the United States; nor shall any State de-
prive any person of life, liberty, or property, 
without due process of law; nor deny to any 
person within its jurisdiction the equal pro-
tection of the laws.’’; 

Whereas the National High School Mock 
Trial Championship has been, until this date, 
a prestigious event that requires a tremen-
dous amount of preparation, skill, and dedi-
cation on behalf of those students who are 
competing, and is looked upon with distinc-
tion by institutions of higher learning; 

Whereas the National High School Mock 
Trial Championship is a program based on 
constitutional law; 

Whereas the sponsor of the 2005 competi-
tion stated that, ‘‘The National High School 
Mock Trial Championship is a participatory 
program that engages students, legal profes-
sionals and the educational community to 
advance the understanding of the American 
justice system and the important role of law-
yers. A well-educated public translates into 
a more engaged citizenry that is better 
equipped and more interested in fulfilling 
their civic responsibilities’’; 
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