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Roughead, who is in this group of 
nominations confirmed by the Senate, 
and that he be in position to assume 
the full responsibilities as soon as he is 
able to take the oath of office. 

I thank my good friend. I thank him 
kindly for his personal mention. I have 
had a long association with the U.S. 
Navy. I have learned more from them 
than they have ever learned from me, 
beginning as a young sailor a half cen-
tury ago. I feel a strong obligation to-
ward all men and women in the Armed 
Forces, as does my distinguished chair-
man, but there is something very spe-
cial about the U.S. Navy. I was privi-
leged for 5 years to serve as Under Sec-
retary and Secretary many years ago. 
So there will not be a gap. I thank my 
chairman for making that possible and 
allowing me to go forward with this 
nomination. 

Mr. LEVIN. Has the Chair ruled on 
the request? 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Consent has been granted. 

Mr. LEVIN. I thank Senator SALAZAR 
for his patience. We wanted to get 
these nominations completed. 

Mr. WARNER. Has the Chair for-
mally ruled on the nominations? 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Yes. 

Mr. WARNER. And the President will 
be so notified? 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Yes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Hawaii is recognized. 

Mr. AKAKA. Madam President, I 
want to take this time to thank my 
good friends and managers of this bill, 
and leaders of the Armed Services 
Committee, Senator LEVIN and Senator 
WARNER, for moving forward and mov-
ing quickly with the nomination of Ad-
miral Roughead. 

I mention this because I knew Admi-
ral Roughead personally as he served in 
the Pacific Command. I can recall how 
he was a great leader in the role of tak-
ing relief to the tsunami victims in the 
southeast Asia area of the Pacific 
while he was Deputy Commander of the 
U.S. Pacific Command. He was recently 
the Commander of the U.S. Pacific 
Fleet. 

I had the great fortune to work with 
Admiral Roughead during his tenure as 
deputy commander, U.S. Pacific Com-
mand, and commander, U.S. Pacific 
Fleet and was consistently impressed 
by his skills as commanding officer, 
dedication to duty and commitment to 
protecting and defending our Nation. 

Since his graduation from the U.S. 
Naval Academy in 1973, Admiral 
Roughead has served this country with 
absolute distinction in a variety of po-
sitions including most recently com-
mander, U.S. Fleet Forces. In par-
ticular, I want to note the leadership 
and compassion Admiral Roughead, as 
deputy commander, U.S. Pacific Com-
mand, displayed during the United 
States Navy’s participation in the 
international response to the destruc-
tion following the December 2004 tsu-

nami in South and Southeast Asia. 
Similarly Admiral Roughead has dem-
onstrated his deep understanding of the 
importance of honoring cultural diver-
sity. In his capacity as representative 
of our U.S. naval forces, he has truly 
embodied the true spirit of aloha in his 
interactions with the many diverse 
communities in my home state of Ha-
waii. 

I look forward to continuing to work 
with Admiral Roughead in his new ca-
pacity and I am pleased to support his 
confirmation as chief of Naval Oper-
ations. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will now return to legislative 
session. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to morning business, with the 
understanding that the remarks that 
are made in morning business that re-
late to the bill that is currently on the 
floor be placed at the appropriate place 
in the proceedings as part of the debate 
on the Defense authorization bill but 
that we now technically move to morn-
ing business, with Senators limited to 
10 minutes each. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION 

Mr. LEVIN. I, again, thank Senator 
SALAZAR. 

Mr. WARNER. If I might ask my col-
league, I think it is the intention of 
the leadership that this bill—I believe 
it is in the order—will be brought up 
again on Monday, with the hope and 
expectation that we will complete the 
bill during the course of business on 
Monday. 

Mr. LEVIN. The Senator is correct. I 
think the unanimous consent agree-
ment actually provides that all votes 
remaining on this bill begin at approxi-
mately 5:30. That is the expectation. 
And we again thank everybody who 
was involved in working out that unan-
imous consent. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that after Senator SALAZAR is rec-
ognized, Senator AKAKA be recognized 
at that point for his remarks in morn-
ing business. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, if I 
might add, earlier I had the oppor-
tunity, as did the chairman, to speak 
to Senator AKAKA. Admiral Roughead 
served with great distinction in an as-
signment in Hawaii and is personally 
known to the distinguished Senator 
from Hawaii, Mr. AKAKA. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The Senator from Colorado is rec-
ognized for 10 minutes. 

Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. President, I come 
to the floor this morning to speak 
about the Department of Defense au-
thorization bill, which is a very good 
bill that has been put together with 
the leadership of my good friend, Sen-
ator LEVIN and Senator WARNER, Sen-
ator MCCAIN, and others, who have 
been involved in this legislation. I 
come to the floor to speak in support of 
this legislation, and I am certain when 
we get to Monday we will have a re-
sounding adoption of this bill, which is 
so important to our men and women in 
uniform across the globe. 

I will be supporting this legislation, 
but what will be missing from this leg-
islation is legislation that crafts a new 
way forward in Iraq, a way forward 
that transitions our mission from one 
of combat, policing a sectarian civil 
war, to one which is a limited mission 
that I believe both Democrats and Re-
publicans believe we should be able to 
attain in Iraq. 

It is in that context that I was proud 
to have been one of the participants in 
crafting the legislation that would 
have implemented the recommenda-
tions of the Iraq Study Group. I thank 
the 17 cosponsors of that legislation for 
trying to help this body find a way out 
of the wilderness of Iraq and move for-
ward with a bipartisan approach that 
would unite our Nation behind an ef-
fort that we ultimately agree must re-
sult in bringing our troops home from 
Iraq and maximizing the possibility for 
us to bring about some level of security 
in Iraq and defend the strategic inter-
ests of the United States in that region 
and around the world. 

But it wasn’t only the 17 sponsors we 
had on the legislation which Senator 
ALEXANDER and I crafted with the Iraq 
Study Group, there were also other ef-
forts that were underway in this Cham-
ber during the last week to try to fig-
ure out whether there was a common 
way forward. Senator LEVIN, Senator 
VOINOVICH, Senator NELSON, Senator 
COLLINS, and others were very involved 
in that effort, and it is not over. My 
hope is that as we move forward in de-
bating what is the foreign policy and 
national security issue of our time that 
there may be a way in which we can 
unite the country in a common way 
forward. 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, if the 
Senator will yield, I want to commend 
the Senator for the leadership he has 
taken in this area. I had the oppor-
tunity to work with the Senator. As a 
matter of fact, one of the amendments 
we jointly worked on eventually be-
came law in the appropriations cycle 
that required Ambassador Crocker to 
come before the Senate, General 
Petraeus to come before the Senate, 
and the President to make a report to 
the Nation. 

We also created the Jones Commis-
sion. All of these matters had the Sen-
ator’s support all along, and I wish to 
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