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I had the honor and opportunity to
work with Sheila on many occasions
when I was Hennepin County attorney.
She was instrumental in creating and
funding the Hennepin County Domestic
Abuse Service Center. Hennepin Coun-
ty has about 1.1 million people, and
this center is a landmark center across
the country. It is a single place where
women and their children can come.
There is a play area for the kids. There
are prosecutors there. There are police
there. It is one place where they can
get through the redtape and come to
get help. The center is an international
model for serving victims of domestic
violence.

Sheila and I shared a particular con-
cern for the fate of children who grew
up in homes with domestic violence.
There are deeply disturbing statistics
on children who witness domestic
abuse in their homes. These kids are
six times more likely to commit sui-
cide. They are 24 times more likely to
commit sexual assault. They are 60
times more likely to exhibit delinquent
behavior and, most chilling of all, lit-
tle boys who witness domestic violence
are 100 times more likely to become
abusers themselves.

In my job as a prosecutor, I learned
very quickly that when there is domes-
tic violence, there is always a victim,
the immediate victim, but it ripples
through an entire family.

I remember a case we had in a subur-
ban area where a man who had been
abusing his wife killed her. There was a
little girl, a little daughter who was
about 4 years old. When he disposed of
his wife’s body, he brought the daugh-
ter with him in the back seat. A few
days later, the grandparents came in
from Russia. The woman was a Russian
immigrant. They brought the deceased
woman’s twin sister, identical twin sis-
ter. This little daughter had never seen
her aunt before. She ran through the
airport when she saw her get off the
plane and she said: Mommy, mommy,
mommy. When you hear stories such as
that story, you remember it is not
about one victim, it is about an entire
family.

Sheila knew those stories, and Sheila
knew those statistics. But even more,
she knew the names and the faces of
the real children who witnessed and ex-
perienced abuse in the home. It made
her all the more determined to do
something about it because in Amer-
ica, of all places, Kids should be free to
grow up with safety, security, and
peace of mind.

I remember the last time I saw Shei-
la. It was 2 weeks before that terrible
plane crash. She and I had been asked
to speak at a ceremony celebrating the
new citizenship of Russian immigrants.
It wasn’t a campaign event. There were
no cameras, even though it was about 3
weeks before one of the biggest elec-
tions in the country. It was just new
citizens and their families.

We both talked about the immigrant
traditions in our own families. She
talked about her family growing up in
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Appalachia. I talked about my family
on the Iron Range with the Slovenian
roots. As the event was winding down,
in walked Paul. He wasn’t supposed to
be there. He was supposed to be in
Washington. It was 3 weeks before this
major election, and he was in this little
room, with no reporters and no cam-
eras, to greet these new citizens.

I always knew he was there for two
reasons. One, he was there because he
loved his wife and he wanted to be
there to surprise her and support her.
But he was also there that night be-
cause he truly embraced that immi-
grant tradition. He embraced the idea
that a person could come to this coun-
try, an incredible journey to freedom,
with nothing, and they could work
hard, succeed and send their kids and
their grandkids to college because that
had been what had happened to him
and that had been what happened to
Sheila.

It was the same thing for Sheila and
Paul with victims of domestic violence,
people who had sunk to the lowest in
their life, who had no home, who were
out on the street, who were out hiding
in a shelter. She worked tirelessly to
ensure that victims and their families
could begin their own journeys to free-
dom, that they could get a fresh start,
with new opportunities, in a new and
secure environment.

We will always miss Paul and Sheila,
but thanks to their son David, who is
going to be with us here this evening,
and countless volunteers and friends
from all over the country, they have
carried on their legacy and their work.
They have carried on their legacy to
change the world and make it a better
and safer place for everyone.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

———

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is concluded.

———

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2008

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will resume consideration of
H.R. 15685, which the clerk will report.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 1585) to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2008 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense activities
of the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.

Pending:

Nelson of Nebraska (for Levin) amendment
No. 2011, in the nature of a substitute.

Reid (for Kennedy) amendment No. 3058 (to
amendment No. 2011), to provide for certain
public-private competition requirements.

Reid (for Kennedy) amendment No. 3109 (to
amendment No. 3058), to provide for certain
public-private competition requirements.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Massachusetts.
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Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I un-
derstand that later in the afternoon
there will be probably two votes, one
on the Mikulski-Kennedy amendment
and probably a vote on final passage;
am I correct?

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The amendments that are now
scheduled for a vote are the substitute
amendment and final passage.

Mr. KENNEDY. Well, Mr. President,
parliamentary inquiry: I was under the
impression we had a vote agreed upon.

Mr. President, I understand there has
been an agreement with the leadership
that we will dispose of this amendment
at the hour of 5:30. In any event, is the
time divided between now and 5:30?

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The time is not divided.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I de-
sire to talk on the amendment that is
sponsored by Senator MIKULSKI, my-
self, and a number of others, which is
an amendment to the Defense author-
ization bill. I see the ranking member
of the committee. If he had other busi-
ness he wanted to deal with, obviously,
I would withhold.

Mr. President, at the end of last
week, on Thursday evening, there was
an excellent presentation on this issue
before the Senate by Senator MIKULSKI.
I addressed the Senate on Friday on
this issue, and I am going to take a few
minutes this afternoon.

This is an exceedingly important
issue. It relates to the underlying con-
cept of our national security and our
national defense. In this legislation, we
are authorizing some $675 billion,
which is essentially the backbone of
our defense. What this amendment
deals with is the personnel who will be
working on the tanks, the planes, and
the military hardware which needs to
be conditioned and updated and im-
proved so it is available and accessible
to those men and women who are in-
volved in defending this country. These
are the employees who work primarily
in the Defense Department.

There is a phenomenon that has aris-
en that works to discriminate against
these excellent workers. They are not
only excellent workers but a third of
them are veterans. A third of them are
veterans. These are men and women
who have worn the uniform of our
country and have decided that they
want to continue in public service and
so, therefore, have brought their skills
and their training they have achieved
in the military to give attention to the
Defense Department. This is probably
the highest percentage of veterans in
any undertaking or employment base
we have in this country, because these
individuals, highly patriotic, highly
motivated, highly skilled, want to con-
tinue their service to the country.

Basically, what they are asking is for
an opportunity to continue service
within the Defense Department, work-
ing on the various challenges and con-
tracts which come before the Defense
Department. This chart shows that
thousands of veterans could lose their
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