October 1, 2007

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

APPOINTMENT OF CONFEREES—H.R. 1585

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, with respect to H.R.
1585, the Chair appoints Mr. LEVIN, Mr.
KENNEDY, Mr. BYRD, Mr. LIEBERMAN,
Mr. REED of Rhode Island, Mr. AKAKA,
Mr. NELSON of Florida, Mr. NELSON of
Nebraska, Mr. BAYH, Mrs. CLINTON, Mr.
PRYOR, Mr. WEBB, Mrs. MCCASKILL, Mr.
McCAIN, Mr. WARNER, Mr. INHOFE, Mr.
SESSIONS, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. CHAMBLISS,
Mr. GRAHAM, Mrs. DOLE, Mr. CORNYN,
Mr. THUNE, Mr. MARTINEZ, and Mr.
CORKER conferees on the part of the
Senate.

———

REMOVAL OF INJUNCTION OF SE-
CRECY—TREATY DOCUMENT 110-8

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, as in ex-
ecutive session, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the injunction of secrecy be
removed from the following treaty
transmitted to the Senate on October
1, 2007, by the President of the United
States:

Protocols of 2005, the Convention
concerning Safety of Maritime Naviga-
tion and to the Protocol concerning
Safety of Fixed Platforms on the Con-
tinental Shelf (Treaty Document 110-
8).

I further ask that the treaty be con-
sidered as having been read the first
time; that it be referred, with accom-
panying papers, to the Committee on
Foreign Relations and ordered to be
printed; and that the President’s mes-
sage be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The message of the President is as
follows:

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice
and consent of the Senate to ratifica-
tion, I transmit herewith the Protocol
of 2005 to the Convention for the Sup-
pression of Unlawful Acts against the
Safety of Maritime Navigation (the
‘2005 SUA Protocol”’) and the Protocol
of 2005 to the Protocol for the Suppres-
sion of Unlawful Acts against the Safe-
ty of Fixed Platforms Located on the
Continental Shelf (the ‘2005 Fixed
Platforms Protocol’’) (together, ‘‘the
Protocols’), adopted by the Inter-
national Maritime Organization Diplo-
matic Conference in London on October
14, 2005, and signed by the United
States of America on February 17, 2006.
I also transmit, for the information of
the Senate, the report of the Depart-
ment of State with respect to the Pro-
tocols.

The Protocols are an important com-
ponent in the international campaign
to prevent and punish maritime ter-
rorism and the proliferation of weapons
of mass destruction and promote the
aims of the Proliferation Security Ini-
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tiative. They establish a legal basis for
international cooperation in the inves-
tigation, prosecution, and extradition
of those who commit or aid terrorist
acts or trafficking in weapons of mass
destruction aboard ships at sea or on
fixed platforms.

The Protocols establish the first
international treaty framework for
criminalizing certain terrorist acts, in-
cluding using a ship or fixed platform
in a terrorist activity, transporting
weapons of mass destruction or their
delivery systems and related materials,
and transporting terrorist fugitives.
The Protocols require Parties to crim-
inalize these acts under their domestic
laws, to cooperate to prevent and in-
vestigate suspected crimes under the
Protocols, and to extradite or submit
for prosecution persons accused of com-
mitting, attempting to commit, or aid-
ing in the commission of such offenses.
The 2005 SUA Protocol also provides
for a ship-boarding regime based on
flag state consent that will provide an
international legal basis for interdic-
tion at sea of weapons of mass destruc-
tion, their delivery systems and related
materials, and terrorist fugitives.

I recommend that the Senate give
early and favorable consideration to
the Protocols, subject to certain under-
standings that are described in the ac-
companying report of the Department
of State.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, October 1, 2007.

———

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF NATIONAL PASSPORT
MONTH

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 338, submitted earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 338) supporting the
goals and ideals of National Passport Month.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
rise today in support of this resolution
that would designate the month of Sep-
tember as ‘‘National Passport Month.”

Travel book publishers, along with
travel editors from some of the most
prestigious media outlets in the United
States and many student travel organi-
zations, have designated September as
‘“National Passport Month” as part of
a campaign to educate the public about
the importance of having a passport.

This resolution supports the goals

and ideals of ‘‘National Passport
Month” and calls on the Federal Gov-
ernment, States, schools, businesses

and the people of the United States to
observe the month of September with
programs and activities that will en-
courage Americans to get their pass-
ports and see the world.

Since 2000, the number of passport
applications received by the U.S. State
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Department has increased by 66 per-
cent. This year, the State Department
is expected to issue a record 17 million
passports, up from last year’s record of
12 million.

This surge in passport applications
has led to longer processing times,
averaging 6 to 8 weeks. As a result,
there have been significant increases in
public requests for expedited proc-
essing.

The designation of September as
“National Passport Month’ will serve
as an important reminder for the
American people to plan ahead and
begin their passport application proc-
ess early.

Despite the significant increase in
the number of passport applications
being processed, fewer than 23 percent
of Americans have passports.

This number is far too low. Inter-
national travel provides a unique per-
spective of the world and is an invalu-
able opportunity to interact with the
global community and experience
world cultures first hand.

I want to encourage the American
people to get their passports and see
the world.

The designation of September as
“National Passport Month” will not
only encourage the American people to
avoid delays and get their passports
early, but it will also acknowledge the
positive impact of international travel
in promoting understanding, tolerance,
acceptance, and goodwill throughout
the world.

On September 5, 2007, the U.S. House
of Representatives unanimously agreed
to an identical resolution introduced
by Congresswoman BARBARA LEE. It is
my hope that this body will do the
same. I urge my colleagues to support
this resolution.

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, the motions to reconsider be laid
upon the table, and that any state-
ments relating thereto be printed in
the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 338

Whereas, through international travel,
Americans can individually play a major
role towards improving foreign relations by
building bridges and making connections
with citizens of other countries;

Whereas interacting with the global com-
munity inspires Americans to reflect on the
diverse multi-cultural background that has
defined the United States as a great country
of cooperation and progress;

Whereas having a passport and traveling
abroad creates connections with the global
community;

Whereas having a passport and traveling
abroad promotes understanding and goodwill
throughout the world, opening the doors to
increased peace, tolerance, and acceptance;

338) was
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