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to believe, Mr. Speaker, that he did a
lot more than consult in that operating
room that day 10 years ago.

During his professional surgical ca-
reer, he performed more than 60,000
cardiovascular procedures and trained
thousands of surgeons who practice
around the world. Today, his name is
affixed to any number of organizations,
centers for learning and projects de-
voted to medical education and health
education for the general public.

But think of this, Mr. Speaker: Dr.
DeBakey also underwent an operation
that was named for him. I picked up a
copy of the New York Times last De-
cember and read a story about how Dr.
DeBakey had undergone the surgery
that he himself had described many
years before. In fact, Dr. DeBakey ad-
mitted that at the time, although he
knew he was ill, he never called his
own doctor, he never called 911.

“If it becomes intense enough you
are perfectly willing to accept cardiac
arrest as a possible way of getting rid
of the pain.” This is what he told the
New York Times last year. What a
unique, what a pragmatic individual.

He helped establish the National Li-
brary of Medicine which is now the
world’s largest and most prestigious re-
pository of medical archives. The Na-
tional Library of Medicine is some-
thing I look at several times a week as
I prepare for committee hearings on
our Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, developed and established by
Dr. Michael DeBakey.

Mr. Speaker, as we talk in this Con-
gress about the need for improving
computer technology for medical
records and medical information, Dr.
DeBakey was on the forefront of that
while most of us were still in grammar
school. In 1969 he received the highest
honor a United States citizen can re-
ceive, the Presidential Medal of Free-
dom with Distinction. In 1976, his stu-
dents founded the Michael E. DeBakey
International Surgical Society. His
contributions to medicine and his
breakthrough surgeries and innovative
devices have completely transformed
our view of the human body and our
view of longevity on this planet. He has
been designated as a living legend by
the United States Library of Congress;
and, today, we take another step in
honoring him with the Congressional
Gold Medal.

Mr. Speaker, it has been a high honor
for me to be associated with this en-
deavor. And I certainly do thank Mr.
GREEN and thank him for allowing me
to be on the telephone when we gave
the news to Dr. DeBakey several weeks
ago on his 99th birthday. It is impera-
tive that we get this legislation accom-
plished quickly. I appreciate Mr.
GREEN’s willingness to work with the
other body in getting this legislation
to the floor so swiftly.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank my colleague, Congressman
BURGESS, for it was he who called this
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piece of legislation to my attention.
And he has been steadfastly with me
throughout the process, and I am hon-
ored to have worked on this piece of
legislation with him and Congressman
CULBERSON.

I also think that we would be remiss,
Mr. Speaker, if we did not mention
Mrs. DeBakey and the persons who are
caring for him currently. We have had
conversations with the persons caring
for him. They have indicated that, of
course, he was doing well when last we
spoke to them, and they do an out-
standing job of caring for Dr. DeBakey.

Earlier, I mentioned that he has had
the Methodist Hospital DeBakey Heart
Center named in his honor, and I may
have misspoken and said Baylor, but it
is Methodist.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, this piece of
legislation has received bipartisan as
well as bicameral support. I had the
honor of meeting with Senator
HuTCHISON, and we talked about con-
tinuing the effort together to move
this piece of legislation as quickly as
possible through the process so that
the President can sign it and get the
actual award ceremony to take place.
The President will now have 10 days to
sign this bill. History will show us that
at no time has a President refused to
sign a Congressional Gold Medal. So
my suspicion is that this President,
who is from the State of Texas, will
move expeditiously to sign the bill.
After the bill has been signed, the U.S.
Mint will meet with the sponsors and
with interested parties, which may in-
clude family members, to discuss pos-
sible designs for the medal.

The Mint engravers will then prepare
a series of sketches and possible de-
signs for consideration. These designs
will be commented on by the Commis-
sion of Fine Arts, and subsequently the
Secretary of the Treasury will make
the final decision as to the medal’s de-
sign. The medal is created by the
Philadelphia Mint. The medal will be
in bronze. The gold medal, of course,
will be the one presented to Dr.
DeBakey, but there will be replicas in
bronze to offset the cost of the medal,
and arrangements will be made for the
presentation of the gold medal, a cere-
mony to honor the Honorable Michael
E. DeBakey.

Mr. Speaker, this has been one of the
great pleasures of my life in terms of
being in Congress, in fact, one of the
great pleasures of my life period. But
this is a high point in my congressional
career. I am so honored that my friends
have worked with me on this process
and that Senator HUTCHISON has been
there throughout the entirety of the
process. We are committed to making
this happen as expeditiously as pos-
sible. If Dr. DeBakey were here today,
I am confident that he would continue
to talk about how great it is to be a
part of this great country that we
know as the United States of America.

So I close by saying, God bless you,
Dr. DeBakey, and thank you for what
you have done to make life better for
all of us, and God bless America.
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HONORING DR. MICHAEL DEBAKEY

Mr. BOUSTANY. Madam Speaker as a
former cardiovascular surgeon, | rise to cele-
brate the contributions of Dr. Michael DeBakey
to not only the medical community but to hu-
manity. Honoring him with the Congressional
Gold Medal is a fitting tribute for a modern
leader and one of medicine’s great pioneers.

The son of Lebanese immigrants, Dr.
DeBakey grew up in my district, in Lake
Charles, Louisiana. He attended medical
school at Tulane University and served our
country during World War Il where he devel-
oped the concept of Mobile Army Surgical
Hospitals. These M.A.S.H. units became fa-
mous during the Korean War, but today, mod-
ern M.A.S.H. units with the latest equipment
and some of the best trained medical per-
sonnel in the world assist our service men and
women in some of the most dangerous places
in the world.

Following his military service, Dr. DeBakey
began his work at Baylor University in 1948.
There, he forged new surgical techniques, as-
sisted with the first artificial heart, and oper-
ated on more than 60,000 patients. His suc-
cess and contributions extend in each and
every patient and the lives they lead after en-
countering Dr. DeBakey.

His model of determination, innovation, and
perseverance serve as inspiration to our Na-
tion’s best and brightest who enter the medical
profession to improve the condition of life for
their fellow citizens. Dr. DeBakey has im-
pacted our world for the better, and he is high-
ly deserving of the Congressional Gold Medal.
Lake Charles is both fortunate and proud to
call him a native son.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. AL
GREEN) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the Senate bill, S. 474.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the Senate
bill was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

ELECTING A MINORITY MEMBER
TO A STANDING COMMITTEE OF
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES

Mr. PUTNAM. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the House Republican Con-
ference, I send to the desk a privileged
resolution (H. Res. 699) and ask for its
immediate consideration in the House.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 699

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
ber be, and is hereby, elected to the fol-
lowing standing committee of the House of
Representatives:

COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES: Mr.
McCarthy of California.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

EXPRESSING SYMPATHY FOR
MIDWESTERN FLOOD VICTIMS

Mr. WALZ of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
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