S12390

The global struggle against terrorism
has compelled us to increase our for-
eign policy engagement in places such
as the Horn of Africa, Indonesia, and
the Philippines.

In the coming decades, we must real-
ize that China and India are two coun-
tries that will play a larger role on the
world stage.

One would have hoped that as India
takes on a greater role as a regional
power, and as a growing economic
power, that pro-democracy elements
within Burma could look to associate
with its next-door neighbor, the largest
democracy on the planet.

Our Nation is pursuing a closer rela-
tionship with India in terms of mili-
tary-to-military contacts and in the
development of nuclear energy. India
should be wary of coddling the junta in
Burma.

The Association of Southeast Asian
Nations, ASEAN, recently put out a
strong statement condemning the bru-
tality in Burma. Instead of echoing the
sentiments of Burma’s ASEAN neigh-
bors, the Indian Government has only
issued tepid statements at best.

In so doing, India has put itself in
league with China and Russia.

This is all the more troubling since
India had been supportive of Burmese
reformers in the early 1990s.

As India assumes a greater role on
the world stage, more will be asked of
it, and this is just such a case. India
needs to recognize that responsibility
and abstain from supporting the mili-
tary junta in Burma.

India needs to use its influence as
Asia’s longest-lived democracy to asso-
ciate with the pro-democracy forces of
Burma and press for reforms.

Understandably, India has important
interests in its neighbor to the east.
For one, India wants to counter the in-
fluence of China in Burma. That said,
it should look beyond its near-term in-
terests.

What better way to blunt Chinese in-
fluence in Burma than to work to bring
about a Burma that reflects the Indian
values of democracy and openness,
rather than a Burma that reflects the
antidemocratic values of the Chinese
Government?

Mr. President, I strongly urge the In-
dian Government to reconsider its posi-
tion on Burma; to speak directly to the
regime’s recent actions; and to work
for the cause of democracy and rec-
onciliation in Burma.

Only then can the combination of bad
men leading Burma be checked.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.
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RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

————

MORNING BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there
will now be a period for the transaction
of morning business for 60 minutes,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for 10 minutes each and with
the time equally divided between the
two leaders or their designees, with the
Republicans controlling the first half
and the majority controlling the sec-
ond half.

————

PASSING APPROPRIATIONS BILLS

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, yester-
day marked the beginning of a new fis-
cal year, when all of our projected
spending for the next year ought to
have been budgeted and allocated to
the appropriate programs and Federal
agencies. Unfortunately, we have yet
to see a single appropriations bill be
sent to the President. Four appropria-
tions bills that have been passed are
still in conference: the Homeland Secu-
rity appropriations bill, the Military
Construction and Veterans’ Affairs ap-
propriations bill, the State and Foreign
Operations appropriations bill, and the
Transportation, Housing, and Urban
Development appropriations bill. But
those are stuck in conference and none
have been sent to the President for his
signature.

What is worse, the remaining eight
were never even brought to the floor
for consideration by the Senate major-
ity leadership before the end of 2007.
One, of course, will be taken up this
week—the Defense appropriations bill.

Any business leader or small business
owner in America can tell you that en-
tering the fiscal year without an ap-
proved budget plan is disastrous policy.
But in Washington, we have grown to
accept that the Federal Government
can basically hold the American tax-
payer to a double standard: Do what we
say and not as we do. In Washington,
we have come to accept that we don’t
have to budget or pay our bills on time
to keep the lights on. Instead, we can
pass a law saying it is OK—which we
did last week, a continuing resolution,
which keeps Government basically on
autopilot until November 16 and, as I
said, that is a double standard the rest
of America is not allowed to meet.
Only Congress, only Washington, can
do that.

This mentality of fiscal irrespon-
sibility is a disturbing trend. Ameri-
cans rightly expect us to keep the
country running, but to keep it run-
ning efficiently and keep it running
well, and to be good stewards of the
taxpayers’ dollars. We can’t do that
when we legislate on borrowed time
and fail to pass any appropriations
bills by the end of the fiscal year. Zero
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for twelve is a dismal average, even for
the Senate.

Despite harsh criticisms for failing to
pass all appropriations bills last year,
the new majority has failed to pass a
single appropriations bill when given
the chance this year. Passing appro-
priations bills is ‘‘the most funda-
mental job Congress is expected to do.”
That is a quote from our colleague, ma-
jority whip DICK DURBIN, December
2006 in the New York Times.

Senator HARRY REID, the current ma-
jority leader, said in May of 2007: ‘“The
‘Do-Nothing’ Republican Congress
failed to pass the appropriations bills.”

Now we find that notwithstanding
their promise of new leadership and
change, that situation bears all too
similar a comparison to what they
complained about last year.

But the lack of urgency in passing
these bills is only a part of the prob-
lem. My colleagues in the majority
have used a few appropriations bills
that have been brought forward as a
vehicle for their political agenda, and
increased spending on expanded social
programs and pet projects.

As we debated the Defense authoriza-
tion bill week after week, the majority
party delayed the bill’s approval by
trying to add and, in fact, successfully
adding, in some instances, unrelated
amendments—amendments dealing
with Federal hate crimes legislation,
and immigration was even considered
during the debate. Ultimately, these
tactics wasted valuable time and de-
layed essential resources our military
is counting on.

As each minute, each day, and each
week passes by, we come closer and
closer to what is known as an omnibus
appropriations bill. For those outside
the Washington bubble, let me say that
“omnibus’ is sometimes translated as
“grab your wallet.” An omnibus appro-
priations bill tends to be loaded down
with a lot of excess spending and unre-
lated pork.

If the appropriations bills we have
debated thus far are any measure, we
are in for major trouble. The spending
proposals—an extra $205 billion on top
of the President’s budget request over
the next 5 years—will force American
taxpayers to send even more of their
hard-earned pay to the Federal Govern-
ment. We should instead be working to
return their hard-earned money to the
American people, or rather allow them
to keep it in the first place as much as
possible.

Now that we have already missed our
own deadline for appropriations, it is
time we get serious about these spend-
ing bills. I encourage all of my col-
leagues to join me and vote to pass
timely and responsible appropriations
bills and reverse this trend of fiscal ap-
athy.

Mr. President, I yield the floor and
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.
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