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The Senate met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable JON
TESTER, a Senator from the State of
Montana.

PRAYER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Today’s
prayer will be offered by our guest

Chaplain, Rev. Jim Henry, pastor
emeritus, First Baptist Church, Or-
lando, FL.

The guest Chaplain offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

Bow your heads and hearts with me,
please.

Dear Father, we acknowledge You as
almighty, sovereign, holy God. Yours,
O Lord, is the greatness and the power
and the glory and the majesty, and the
splendor for everything—in heaven and
Earth—is Yours. I know, my God, that
You test the heart and are pleased with
integrity. Grant it for these who serve
in this Senate. Remind every one of us
that we are servant leaders, so give hu-
mility and not arrogance.

May your holy angels protect each
household. Bless the staff and all of
those who work behind the scenes with
joy in their labor. Surround our Sen-
ators with people who would speak
truth to their ears, so to place prin-
ciple above temporary favor. Teach us
to number our days that we may apply
our hearts to wisdom, that we might
discern the times. Instruct us with the
reality that 100 years from now, names
will be but print on the pages of his-
tory. Let their legacy be a nation that
remains free and a lighthouse of hope
to the world and that this Senate
served this generation nobly. We desire
Your ‘“Well done, good and faithful
servant.” So help us God.

In the name of my God, my Lord, my
saviour Jesus Christ, I pray. Amen.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Honorable JON TESTER led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-

Senate

lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. BYRD).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, October 4, 2007.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable JON TESTER, a Sen-
ator from the State of Montana, to perform
the duties of the Chair.

ROBERT C. BYRD,
President pro tempore.

Mr. TESTER thereupon assumed the

chair as Acting President pro tempore.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

————

RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING
MAJORITY LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Florida.

—————

THE GUEST CHAPLAIN

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, it is my privilege to start off this
session by making some comments
about our guest Chaplain, who has been
a personal friend of mine in Orlando for
the last three decades. He has pastored
over those three decades the very sig-
nificant and very dynamic First Bap-
tist Church of Orlando, just recently
handing over the reins to his successor
after a transition period of some num-
ber of years which have seen that par-

ticular church become one of the domi-
nant institutions in the State of Flor-
ida; among spiritual institutions, one
of the giants.

Jim Henry is, indeed, a great leader
in the church, not only among his
flock, which was Orlando, but having
risen to the position as the head of the
Southern Baptist Convention. All of us
in this political realm know the enor-
mous tensions that have been raised in
the religious community over various
doctrines, the interpretation of the
Scriptures, differences that arise and
cause strife. As the leader of the
Southern Baptist Convention, Jim
Henry was the great healer, the great
reconciler, bringing together the var-
ious sides to, in effect, emulate what
Jesus of Nazareth taught.

It is interesting, in Jim’s prayer this
morning, he asked that we all become
servant leaders. Isn’t that true about
the role model that was set by Jesus of
Nazareth, a servant leader who said
that if you want to be first, you should
be last; if you want to be the master,
you should be the servant? That prin-
ciple, laid out in the Scriptures, is one
of the greatest principles for us to fol-
low as public servants. What is our ob-
ligation? To serve as servants of the
public we represent.

It is with great privilege that I wel-
come my dear friend and one of the
great spiritual leaders of America, Pas-
tor Jim Henry, and thank him for his
service as the Chaplain in the Senate
for the day.

———

MEASURE PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

Mr. NELSON of Florida. I understand
that H.R. 2828 is at the desk and due for
a second reading.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator is correct. The clerk
will read the bill by title for the second
time.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 2828) to provide compensation
to relatives of United States citizens who
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were killed as a result of the bombings of
United States Embassies in East Africa on
August 7, 1998.

Mr. NELSON of Florida. I now object
to any further proceedings at this
time.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection is heard. The bill will
be placed on the calendar.

——

MORNING BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there
will now be a period for the transaction
of morning business for 60 minutes,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each and
the time equally divided and controlled
between the two leaders or their des-
ignees, with the Republicans control-
ling the first half and the majority
controlling the final half.

Mr. NELSON of Florida. I ask unani-
mous consent that the time I have used
not be charged against the majority’s
time.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The Senator from Texas.

————
VETO OF SCHIP

Mr. CORNYN. Yesterday, the Presi-
dent vetoed the State Children’s
Health Insurance Program expansion
that the Congress had sent to him, as
he said he would. I would hope all of us
would get down to work on the serious
matter of trying to come up with a
compromise which would achieve the
original intent of Congress when we
passed the legislation back in 1997 and
when it was signed into law by Presi-
dent Clinton and which has served the
Nation’s children so well. Instead, it
appears you can’t take the politics out
of politics and you can’t take the poli-
tics out of Washington.

This matter has become a political
football that is going to be used for
partisan political gain. I think that is
a shame. I say that not with a sense of
anger but with a sense of disappoint-
ment that we would see something as
important as providing health coverage
to our Nation’s children be used in po-
litical ads and that rather than have a
veto-override vote in the House of Rep-
resentatives forthwith, it has now been
postponed by Speaker PELOSI to Octo-
ber 18 to give the Democratic Congres-
sional Campaign Committee time to
run ads against those who would likely
uphold the veto in their congressional
districts over the next week or so. That
is a shame. I wish they would recon-
sider.

The problem, after all, with the bill
Congress passed is that while the State
Children’s Health Insurance Program
was designed to take up where Med-
icaid left off, this was fundamentally a
welfare benefit, one which I believe the
Congress wisely decided was necessary
for our Nation’s poor, low-income chil-
dren, to make sure they got access to
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health coverage. But what we see is
this vehicle was then used, with a 140-
percent increase in Federal spending,
to take this program not just from
children up to 200 percent of poverty
but to then say this can be a wealth
transfer from the pockets of the Amer-
ican taxpayers to the middle class be-
cause under the bill the President ve-
toed, up to 400 percent of poverty level
could be covered by this welfare ben-
efit. That translates to a family of four
roughly making $80,000 a year. It is
simply unacceptable, from my perspec-
tive, to say that you can take money
from the pockets of the American tax-
payer not for a welfare benefit to help
those in need but to help those who al-
ready have their own health insurance,
simply to provide a free benefit to
those who are already covered by their
own health insurance. There is no
sound basis upon which to take what is
essentially a welfare benefit and trans-
form that into a middle-class entitle-
ment—unless, of course, there is some-
thing else going on here, which I sus-
pect there is. I will talk about that in
a moment.

In my own State, I wish we would re-
double our efforts to focus our vision
on the original intent of the SCHIP
legislation because in my State, there
are roughly 500,000 Medicaid-eligible
children who are not covered by Med-
icaid. Why? Because their parents
haven’t signed them up for benefits
they are entitled to under the law.
There are an additional 200,000 SCHIP-
eligible children, up to 200 percent of
poverty level in Texas, who are not
signed up for that benefit. So why in
the world, when there are still children
in the target population we are trying
to help who remain uncovered, are we
going to be diverted by a huge expan-
sion of this program beyond its origi-
nal intent to cover adults in 14 States?
In the State of Wisconsin, more adults
than children are covered by the State
Children’s Health Insurance Program—
obviously, that was not part of
Congress’s original intent—up to 400
percent of poverty level, up to $80,000-
plus for a family of four. It is simply
another example of a well-intended,
perhaps as originally intended, pro-
gram that has now been expanded be-
yond all recognition.

If possible, I would say this was the
equivalent of mission creep for the U.S.
military. It is clearly another example
of trying to use a successful Govern-
ment program, a welfare benefit for
low-income kids, and to expand it be-
yond recognition—another example, I
am afraid, of wasteful Washington
spending run amok.

The question is not whether the
State Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram will continue. Even after the
President’s veto, as my colleagues
know, we passed a continuing resolu-
tion which would continue the current
program through November 16. I know
today that if we had an opportunity to
vote on a continuation of the current
program as targeted, it would pass
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unanimously in the Senate. But rather
than take care of business, rather than
do our jobs, unfortunately this has de-
generated into political gamesmanship,
where the House leadership, Speaker
PELOSI and others, have decided that
rather than have the vote on the over-
ride of the President’s veto, which they
know will be sustained, immediately
they have decided to put it off until Oc-
tober 18 in order for the political games
to continue.

Obviously, this is another reason
Congress’s approval rating in most
public opinion polls is well under 20
percent. The American people wonder
why is it that Washington is not hear-
ing what they are saying when it
comes to being good stewards of the
taxpayers’ dollars, when it comes to
making sure the money we do spend
that they earn and which is transferred
to the U.S. Treasury is spent effi-
ciently and effectively on important
programs we all support as opposed to
these programs being used essentially
as a Trojan horse for other objectives.

The final concern I have about this
vast expansion of the SCHIP program—
a 140-percent increase over the current
program—is it clearly represents an-
other step toward a Washington-con-
trolled health care system, something I
think would be a tragedy for our coun-
try. Eventually, it would crowd out the
private sector and the choice and the
individual decisionmaking Americans
can make with their own health care
provider to determine what is in their
best interest, what kind of treatment
they want to have for their health care
needs, as opposed to turning that over
to Government bureaucrats.

There are three things I can guar-
antee will happen when Washington
makes all the health care decisions.
No. 1 is, it will be expensive. It will not
be free, or I should say you would be
surprised at how expensive ‘‘free”
health care turns out to be in terms of
the tax payments that will be required
to support it.

Secondly, I will tell you that a Wash-
ington-controlled health care system
will be excessively bureaucratic. It is
just in the nature of Washington. With
central Government control for 300
million people, there will be more red
tape than anybody can imagine. It will
make it harder to get access to the
health care that right now is readily
available for virtually all Americans.
The question is, how are we going to
deliver it the most efficiently, not
whether they can get access to it. Be-
cause we all agree they should have
and do have access to health care
today.

The third thing I will say is, I will
guarantee once Washington makes all
health care decisions, it will be con-
trolled by rationing. The costs of
health care delivery—when Washington
makes all the decisions—will be con-
trolled by rationing. What is the evi-
dence of that? Well, if you look right
now at the reimbursement rates Medi-
care, Medicaid, and SCHIP provide to
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