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work, lights and additional handrails, 
as well as a larger and easier-to-clean 
drain system around the park’s perim-
eter.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, as with many things in 
life, awareness and education can save 
lives. And this disaster, this disaster 
that happened in my district in Fort 
Worth, must not be repeated. More 
education regarding the unseen dan-
gers hidden in ornamental pools is nec-
essary. 

Mr. Speaker, almost every single 
community in this country has an or-
namental pool. We have quite a few 
here at the Capitol. While 36 States 
have pool safety programs, not all of 
these States have an ornamental pool 
safety program, and therefore they 
likely do not educate their constitu-
ency on the dangers that ornamental 
pools can represent. Ornamental pools 
often greatly enhance communities, 
but they can also pose a great threat to 
communities if the owners and opera-
tors are not educated as to the poten-
tial danger. 

Through my amendment in this bill, 
there will be a wider public education 
campaign to alert consumers to the 
safety hazards associated and the re-
quirements for proper maintenance of 
ornamental pools. The bill, which re-
quires the use of proper anti-entrap-
ment drain covers and drainage sys-
tems, establishes a swimming pool 
safety grant program to be adminis-
tered by the Consumer Product Safety 
Commission. 

This legislation also encourages 
States to strengthen pool and spa safe-
ty laws and increase public education 
and outreach to consumers. I believe 
the inclusions of ornamental pools in 
this bill is an important component of 
this legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the bill. 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in full 
support of H.R. 1721, the Pool and Spa Safety 
Act. It has been my pleasure to work with 
Congresswoman WASSERMAN SCHULTZ during 
the last two sessions of Congress to bring this 
legislation to the floor. I applaud Representa-
tive WASSERMAN SCHULTZ for her dedication 
and fully support the congressional efforts to 
protect our children from swimming pool acci-
dents. 

Every summer we hear the tragic stories of 
young children involved in harrowing pool ac-
cidents. Though pool season is winding down 
for the year we must push forward and enact 
legislation to protect our children in the sum-
mers to come. 

It’s tragic that over the last 20 years, we 
have lost at least 33 children under the age of 
14 as a result of pool and spa entrapment. 
Entrapment occurs when part of a child’s body 
becomes attached to a drain as a result of the 
powerful suction of a pool or spa’s water cir-
culation system. Death or serious injury can 
occur when the force of the suction over-
powers the child’s ability to disengage from 
the drain. 

According to the Consumer Product Safety 
Commission, drowning is the leading cause of 
accidental injury-related death for children 
under 4 and the second leading cause of acci-

dental injury-related death of children under 
14. However, these figures are very likely un-
derstated because law enforcement do not al-
ways note ‘‘entrapment’’ when reporting a 
drowning. 

In the hundreds of tragic drowning cases 
across the country each year, simple pool 
safety precautions could help save these pre-
cious lives. But it’s important to remember that 
this legislation is not a federal mandate. In-
stead, it will encourage states to adopt com-
prehensive pool safety precautions that will 
substantially reduce the dangers of accidental 
drowning, body part entrapment, and hair en-
tanglement. It will also promote swimming pool 
and spa safety. 

We can prevent these tragedies and save 
our children. I urge the support for the Pool 
and Spa Safety Act, H.R. 1721. 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. RUSH) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, H.R. 1721, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

PUBLIC DIPLOMACY RESOURCE 
CENTERS ACT OF 2007 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 2553) to amend the State Depart-
ment Basic Authorities Act of 1956 to 
provide for the establishment and 
maintenance of existing libraries and 
resource centers at United States dip-
lomatic and consular missions to pro-
vide information about American cul-
ture, society, and history, and for other 
purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2553 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited at the ‘‘Public Di-
plomacy Resource Centers Act of 2007’’. 
SEC. 2. UNITED STATES PUBLIC DIPLOMACY. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT AND MAINTENANCE OF 
LIBRARIES.—Section 1(b)(3) of the State De-
partment Basic Authorities Act of 1956 (22 
U.S.C. 2651a(b)(3)) is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘‘and’’ 
at the end; 

(2) in subparagraph (E), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following new 
subparagraph: 

‘‘(F) provide for the establishment of new 
and the maintenance of existing libraries 
and resource centers at or in connection 
with United States diplomatic and consular 
missions.’’. 

(b) OPERATION OF LIBRARIES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State 

shall ensure that libraries and resource cen-
ters established and maintained in accord-
ance with subparagraph (F) of section 1(b)(3) 
of the State Department Basic Authorities 

Act of 1956 (as added by section 2(a)(3) of this 
Act) are open to the general public to the 
greatest extent practicable, subject to poli-
cies and procedures established by the Sec-
retary to ensure the safety and security of 
United States diplomatic and consular mis-
sions and of United States officers, employ-
ees, and personnel posted at such missions at 
which such libraries are located. 

(2) JOHNNY GRANT FILM SERIES.—The Sec-
retary of State shall ensure that such librar-
ies and resource centers schedule public 
showings of American films that showcase 
American culture, society, values, and his-
tory. Such public showings shall be known as 
the ‘‘Johnny Grant Film Series’’. 

(c) RECEIPT OF DONATIONS.—The Secretary 
of State may accept donations that are made 
to the libraries and resource centers author-
ized under this Act if the Secretary deter-
mines that such receipt will not result in 
any cost to the Federal Government. 

(d) ADVISORY COMMISSION ON PUBLIC DIPLO-
MACY.—The Advisory Commission on Public 
Diplomacy (authorized under section 1334 of 
the Foreign Affairs Reform and Restruc-
turing Act of 1998 (22 U.S.C. 6553)) shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Foreign Affairs of 
the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations of the Senate a 
report containing and evaluation of the func-
tions and effectiveness of the libraries and 
resource centers that are authorized under 
this Act. 

(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—In 
addition to amounts that are otherwise au-
thorized to be appropriated to the Depart-
ment of State to carry out purposes similar 
to those required under this Act, there are 
authorized to the Secretary of State such 
sums as may be necessary to carry out this 
Act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. WATSON) and the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on the bill under 
consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 

strong support of this bill, and I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

First, I would like to thank Chair-
man LANTOS, as well as my friend Mr. 
BILIRAKIS as, I think, acting in place of 
the ranking member (Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN) for helping me to move this 
bill to the floor. 

I am proud to be the author of H.R. 
2553, the Public Diplomacy Resource 
Centers Act of 2007. This bill is de-
signed to provide our diplomats abroad 
with additional tools to show the world 
the best of American society. In the 
110th Congress, the Committee on For-
eign Affairs is working to help redeem 
the status and prestige that the United 
States has lost around the world in re-
cent years. 

While U.S. foreign policy clearly is a 
key factor in how we are viewed 
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abroad, other factors are also critical 
to how the United States is viewed 
around the world. An important point 
of regaining our rightful leadership 
role is to find more effective ways to 
let the world know who we are as 
Americans and what we stand for. 

One of the most effective elements of 
American public policy is the array of 
libraries and information resource cen-
ters around the globe. The facilities 
run by our State Department provide 
people in foreign countries the ability 
to freely access information about the 
United States, about their own soci-
eties, and about science and the arts. 
For years, these resources have been a 
testament to the principle that the 
greatest tool we have against tyranny 
is the truth. 

But as we face this moment of tight-
er budgets, I am afraid that our public 
diplomacy libraries and resource cen-
ters are not getting the support they 
need. 

That is why I have introduced this 
bill. The bill would not seek to disrupt 
the efforts that the State Department 
has under way to organize and run its 
resource centers. Rather, it would seek 
to put these efforts on a more stable 
footing by creating a clear funding 
stream for the State Department li-
braries and resource centers abroad. 

Furthermore, the bill would establish 
the Johnny Grant film series as part of 
the State Department’s public diplo-
macy effort. Johnny Grant is a leg-
endary friend of American entertain-
ment and is known as the honorary 
mayor of Hollywood for his continued 
efforts on behalf of the American en-
tertainment industries. He is also an 
ardent proponent of the power of Amer-
ican film to convey the universal val-
ues of freedom and opportunity to oth-
ers around the world. As of this year, 
he will have made his 60th trip abroad 
to entertain our troops. 

b 1645 

By the way, he traveled with Bob 
Hope often. The Johnny Grant Film 
Series would provide the United States 
Government with the opportunity to 
show the world the optimism and 
promise of America as portrayed in our 
classic films. 

Mr. Speaker, again, I want to thank 
both my chairman, TOM LANTOS, as 
well as my cosponsor, the ranking 
member, ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN, for 
their extraordinary efforts to help me 
move this legislation forward. I would 
also like to specifically thank David 
Abramowitz and Lynne Weil of the ma-
jority staff, and Doug Anderson and 
Sam Stratman of the Republican staff 
for the kind consideration they showed 
to me and my staff as we sought to 
move this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
2553, the Public Diplomacy Resource 
Centers Act of 2007. Every year, thou-

sands of people living overseas visit an 
American Cultural Center or one of 
dozens of American Corners that are 
maintained by our State Department. 
Those libraries and cultural outposts 
are indispensable tools in our public di-
plomacy efforts around the world. They 
help foreign audiences better under-
stand our Nation, our people, our gov-
ernment, and our society. 

The bill before us today will 
strengthen this American outreach by 
establishing a new film series and by 
requiring a report to Congress ana-
lyzing the effectiveness of libraries and 
resource centers. Also, by providing 
specific statutory authority for the es-
tablishment and maintenance of these 
centers, this bill will create an annual 
appropriations line item, which will 
allow Congress to oversee these activi-
ties in the future. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the 
gentlewoman from California, my good 
friend, Ambassador WATSON, and the 
ranking member of the Foreign Affairs 
Committee, my good friend, Represent-
ative ROS-LEHTINEN, for introducing 
this measure, which deserves our 
support. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
WATSON) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2553, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

TROPICAL FOREST CONSERVATION 
ACT OF 1998 AMENDMENTS 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 2185) to amend the Tropical For-
est Conservation Act of 1998 to provide 
debt relief to developing countries that 
take action to protect forests and coral 
reefs and associated coastal marine 
ecosystems, to reauthorize such Act 
through fiscal year 2010, and for other 
purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2185 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. FINDINGS AND PURPOSES. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Subsection (a) of section 802 
of the Tropical Forest Conservation Act of 
1998 (22 U.S.C. 2431) is amended— 

(1) in paragraphs (1), (6), and (7), by strik-
ing ‘‘tropical forests’’ each place it appears 
and inserting ‘‘tropical forests and coral 
reefs and associated coastal marine eco-
systems’’; 

(2) by redesignating paragraphs (3) through 
(7) as paragraphs (4) through (8), respec-
tively; 

(3) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(3) Coral reefs and associated coastal ma-
rine ecosystems provide a wide range of ben-
efits to mankind by— 

‘‘(A) harboring more species per unit area 
than any other marine habitat, providing the 
basis for developing pharmaceutical products 
and fostering a growing marine tourism sec-
tor;

‘‘(B) providing a major source of food and 
jobs for hundreds of millions of coastal resi-
dents; and 

‘‘(C) serving as natural storm barriers, 
thus protecting vulnerable shorelines and 
communities from storm waves and ero-
sion.’’; and 

(4) in paragraph (4) (as redesignated)— 
(A) by inserting ‘‘and coral reef and associ-

ated coastal marine ecosystems’’ after ‘‘for-
est resources’’; and 

(B) by inserting ‘‘and coral reef and associ-
ated coastal marine ecosystem exploitation’’ 
after ‘‘tropical deforestation’’. 

(b) PURPOSES.—Subsection (b) of such sec-
tion is amended— 

(1) in paragraphs (1), (3), and (4), by strik-
ing ‘‘tropical forests’’ each place it appears 
and inserting ‘‘tropical forests and coral 
reefs and associated coastal marine eco-
systems’’; and 

(2) in paragraph (2)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘tropical forests’’ the first 

and third place it appears and inserting 
‘‘tropical forests and coral reefs and associ-
ated coastal marine ecosystems’’; 

(B) by striking ‘‘tropical forests’’ the sec-
ond place it appears and inserting ‘‘areas’’; 
and 

(C) by inserting at the end before the semi-
colon the following: ‘‘and unsustainable 
coral reef and associated coastal marine eco-
system exploitation’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

Section 803 of the Tropical Forest Con-
servation Act of 1998 (22 U.S.C. 2431a) is 
amended— 

(1) in paragraph (2)(A), by striking ‘‘Com-
mittee on International Relations’’ and in-
serting ‘‘Committee on Foreign Affairs’’; 

(2) by striking paragraphs (4), (7), (8), and 
(9); 

(3) in paragraph (5)— 
(A) in the heading, by striking ‘‘TROPICAL 

FOREST’’ and inserting ‘‘TROPICAL FOREST OR 
CORAL REEF OR ASSOCIATED COASTAL MARINE 
ECOSYSTEM’’; 

(B) in the matter preceding subparagraph 
(A), by striking ‘‘tropical forest’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘tropical forest or coral reef or associ-
ated coastal marine ecosystem’’; and 

(C) in subparagraph (B)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘tropical forest’’ and insert-

ing ‘‘tropical forest or coral reef or associ-
ated coastal marine ecosystem’’; and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘tropical forests’’ and in-
serting ‘‘tropical forests or coral reefs or as-
sociated coastal marine ecosystems’’; 

(4) by redesignating paragraphs (5) and (6) 
as paragraphs (9) and (10), respectively; and 

(5) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(4) CONSERVATION AGREEMENT.—The term 
‘Conservation Agreement’ or ‘Agreement’ 
means a Conservation Agreement provided 
for in section 809. 

‘‘(5) CONSERVATION FACILITY.—The term 
‘Conservation Facility’ or ‘Facility’ means 
the Conservation Facility established in the 
Department of the Treasury by section 804. 

‘‘(6) CONSERVATION FUND.—The term ‘Con-
servation Fund’ or ‘Fund’ means a Conserva-
tion Fund provided for in section 810. 

‘‘(7) CORAL.—The term ‘coral’ means spe-
cies of the phylum Cnidaria, including— 

‘‘(A) all species of the orders Antipatharia 
(black corals), Scleractinia (stony corals), 
Alcyonacea (soft corals), Gorgonacea (horny 
corals), Stolonifera (organpipe corals and 
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