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leader. Since the invasion of Cyprus over 30 
years ago, the Greek and Turkish Cypriot 
communities have been divided. There have 
been over 13 million crossings by Greek and 
Turkish Cypriots into each other’s communities 
without incident. The reunification of Cyprus 
would improve relations between the commu-
nities, commerce, and the everyday lives of 
Cypriots on the island. It is in the best interest 
of the Cypriot people, the United States and 
our allies, Greece and Turkey, to urge the im-
mediate implementation of the July 8th agree-
ment. Both parties must abide by U.N. Secu-
rity Council Resolutions and move forward 
with the reunification of Cyprus. I’d like to 
thank Congressman BILIRAKIS for introducing 
this resolution and I would urge all of my col-
leagues to support it. 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further requests for time, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
WATSON) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 405, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

EXPANDING STRATEGIC RELA-
TIONSHIP BETWEEN THE UNITED 
STATES AND BRAZIL 
Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I move to 

suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 651) recognizing the 
warm friendship and expanding stra-
tegic relationship between the United 
States and Brazil, commending Brazil 
on successfully reducing its dependence 
on oil by finding alternative ways to 
satisfy its energy needs, and recog-
nizing the importance of the March 9, 
2007, United States-Brazil Memo-
randum of Understanding (MOU) on 
biofuels cooperation, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 651 

Whereas following the oil shock of the 
early 1970s, Brazil chose to reduce its energy 
vulnerability by choosing sugar-based eth-
anol to diversify its energy sector and power 
its automobiles; 

Whereas with large private and public in-
vestments and support from the World Bank, 
Brazil greatly expanded the amount of sugar-
cane it produced and began large-scale con-
struction of alcohol distilleries to process 
sugar into ethanol; 

Whereas decades of state investment have 
helped Brazil become the world’s largest con-
sumer and producer of ethanol from sugar 
cane; 

Whereas ethanol supplies 40 percent of the 
motor fuel used in Brazil and is extremely 
competitive with gasoline; 

Whereas the transition towards biofuels 
will have a positive impact on the environ-
ment and will help reduce greenhouse gases; 

Whereas by the end of 2006, 80 percent of 
new car sales in Brazil were flex-fuel, mean-

ing that they can run on ethanol, gasoline, 
or any mixture of both; 

Whereas Brazil stands out as the leading 
example of a country that has diversified its 
energy supply and become a net exporter of 
energy, in large part by increasing its use 
and production of alternative energy 
sources, including ethanol; 

Whereas putting the United States on a 
path toward ending its addiction to oil, as 
Brazil has done, by investing in clean alter-
native energy sources is essential in pro-
tecting United States national security, the 
environment, and the stability of the United 
States economy; 

Whereas, on March 9, 2007, the United 
States and Brazil—the world’s two largest 
ethanol producing countries—signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to 
promote greater cooperation on ethanol and 
biofuels in the Western Hemisphere; 

Whereas the United States-Brazil MOU in-
volves technology-sharing between the 
United States and Brazil, feasibility studies 
and technical assistance to build domestic 
biofuels industries in third countries, and 
multilateral efforts to advance the global de-
velopment of biofuels; 

Whereas the first countries targeted for 
United States-Brazilian technical assistance 
are the Dominican Republic, El Salvador, 
Haiti, and St. Kitts and Nevis; 

Whereas United States President George 
W. Bush and Brazilian President Luiz Inacio 
‘‘Lula’’ da Silva have met twice in 2007 as 
visible examples of the expanding warm rela-
tions and close ties between the United 
States and Brazil; 

Whereas the United States and Brazil are 
the two largest and most diverse democ-
racies in the Western Hemisphere; 

Whereas Brazil—through its leadership of 
the United Nations Stabilization Mission 
(MINUSTAH) in Haiti and other achieve-
ments—has emerged as a regional leader in 
the Western Hemisphere; and 

Whereas Secretary of State Condoleezza 
Rice has said that the United States looks to 
Brazil as a ‘‘regional leader and a global 
partner’’: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) recognizes that the United States and 
Brazil have arrived at the point of a stra-
tegic confluence of interests and urges Presi-
dent George W. Bush to continue to deepen 
the bilateral relationship between the two 
countries; 

(2) recognizes Brazil’s role as a leader in 
the Western Hemisphere and commends its 
leadership of the United Nations Stabiliza-
tion Mission (MINUSTAH) in Haiti; 

(3) commends Brazil for successfully diver-
sifying its energy resources and reducing its 
dependence on oil; 

(4) strongly supports the March 9, 2007, 
United States-Brazil Memorandum of Under-
standing (MOU) on biofuels as a major step 
forward in bilateral relations, hemispheric 
integration, and energy diversification; 

(5) commends joint efforts by the United 
States and Brazil for their commitment to 
use expertise to provide technical assistance 
for biofuels industries in third countries, 
currently including the Dominican Republic, 
El Salvador, Haiti, and St. Kitts and Nevis; 
and 

(6) encourages United States and Brazilian 
officials to quickly identify additional coun-
tries in the Western Hemisphere to receive 
technical assistance related to biofuels. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. WATSON) and the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the reso-
lution under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 

strong support of this resolution and 
yield myself as much time as I may 
consume. 

I would first like to thank our col-
leagues, Congressman ELIOT ENGEL and 
DAN BURTON, for introducing this im-
portant resolution. Their leadership on 
Brazil-related matters is greatly appre-
ciated. 

Mr. Speaker, Brazil has the largest 
economy, population, and land mass in 
South America. It is the fifth most 
populous country in the world, and its 
economy is the 11th largest. It is high 
time we recognize, as this resolution 
does, the expanding strategic relation-
ship between the United States and 
Brazil. 

We in America are finally waking up 
not only to Brazil’s importance, but to 
how natural this relationship should 
be. Brazil is also the right country 
with which to cooperate on alternative 
energy sources. 

This resolution commends Brazil on 
successfully reducing its dependence on 
oil by finding alternative ways to sat-
isfy its energy needs and recognizes the 
importance of the March 9, 2007, U.S.- 
Brazil memorandum of understanding 
on biofuels cooperation. 

The agreement promotes greater co-
operation on ethanol and biofuels be-
tween the world’s two largest ethanol- 
producing countries. Brazil has become 
the world’s largest consumer and pro-
ducer of ethanol from sugar cane. By 
the end of 2006, 80 percent of new-car 
sales in Brazil were flex-fuel, meaning 
they can run on a mixture of ethanol 
and gasoline. 

Furthermore, ethanol supplies 40 per-
cent of the motor fuel used in Brazil 
and is extremely competitive with gas-
oline. We as Americans can learn a 
great deal from Brazil and they from us 
as we try to reduce their dependence on 
oil and diversify our energy resources. 
The U.S. and Brazil are providing tech-
nical assistance to build biofuels indus-
tries in Third World countries, includ-
ing the Dominican Republic, Haiti, El 
Salvador, St. Kitts, and Nevis. 

It is also important to note that 
Brazil, through its leadership of the 
United Nations Stabilization Mission 
in Haiti and other achievements, has 
emerged as a regional leader in the 
Western Hemisphere, a role this resolu-
tion recognizes for Brazil. 

Brazil’s leadership in the Americas 
and throughout the world signals the 
emergence of a vital partner and friend 
to the United States. That is why I 
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strongly urge all Members to support 
this important resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, early this year, the U.S. 
and Brazil signed a memorandum of 
understanding on biofuels cooperation. 
This document symbolizes not only a 
shared interest in reducing energy vul-
nerability, but also a growing relation-
ship between our two countries based 
on the common goal of regional sta-
bility and prosperity throughout the 
Western Hemisphere. 

I am pleased to learn of the progress 
made under the United States-Brazil 
memorandum of understanding and ap-
plaud the proactive efforts being taken 
by both of our countries in confronting 
the constraints of oil dependence. 

As Hugo Chavez continues to exploit 
Venezuela’s oil supply to spread his 
propaganda across the Western Hemi-
sphere, it is essential that the U.S. and 
Brazil continue to lead the way in di-
minishing our historical dependence on 
oil by finding alternative ways to sat-
isfy our energy needs. 

Additionally, while I appreciate the 
growing and valuable role of Brazil as a 
strategic partner, we must remain vigi-
lant of Brazil’s own activities. 

As the U.S. continues to work to pro-
mote freedom and democracy in the 
hemisphere, we continue to face chal-
lenges by the likes of Venezuela’s Cha-
vez and Bolivia’s Morales, under the 
tyrannical influences of Castro. 

We must be cognizant of the fact that 
President da Silva was in fact a found-
ing member of the Foro de Sao Paolo, 
which plays host to these men and pro-
moter to their increasingly anti-Amer-
ican rhetoric throughout the region. 

Brazil has a history of noncompli-
ance with the IAEA obligations and an 
expressed interest in pursuing future 
enrichment programs. 

This mixed with the increasing of 
rogue regimes, like Iran and Syria, to 
make inroads into the unstable polit-
ical, economic and social worlds of 
Latin America requires the U.S. be 
vigilant in our assessment of Brazil 
and the region as a whole. 

As biofuels cooperation allows our 
two countries to work increasingly 
closely together, I am hopeful that 
continued success in bilateral rela-
tions, hemispheric integration, and en-
ergy diversification will help to miti-
gate these challenges. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
11⁄2 minutes to the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE). 

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked 
and was given permission to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

b 1715 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank the distinguished gen-
tlewoman for her leadership and my 
good friend and colleague Mr. BILI-

RAKIS for their support of this legisla-
tion. 

Let me commend Congressman 
ENGEL and Congressman BURTON, both 
chairman and ranking member of the 
Western Hemisphere Subcommittee on 
Foreign Affairs, and the chairman of 
the full committee, Mr. LANTOS, and 
the ranking member of the committee. 

This is an important step that ce-
ments and further enhances the rela-
tionship between Brazil and the United 
States, the largest economy, popu-
lation land mass in South America. 

But it’s even more important to rein-
force the strategic relationship that we 
are establishing between Brazil and the 
United States, the friendship that we 
are establishing, and to have both 
countries wake up to the importance of 
our relationship to each other and for 
it to be a natural relationship. 

Brazil is also the right country in 
which to cooperate with alternative en-
ergy sources. It has an enormously di-
verse population and a very large Afro- 
Brazilian population. In fact, it is the 
largest African population in South 
America. 

I would hope that as we move for-
ward on this legislation that we em-
phasize the successful relationship be-
tween Brazil and the United States as 
we work towards alternative fuels. 
This is a good partnership. It is a good 
legislative initiative, and I congratu-
late the sponsors and look forward to 
working with them on expanding our 
relationship between the United States 
and Brazil. 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further requests for time, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
WATSON) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 651, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

DENOUNCING THE PRACTICES OF 
FEMALE GENITAL MUTILATION, 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, ‘‘HONOR’’ 
KILLINGS, ACID BURNING, 
DOWRY DEATHS AND OTHER 
GENDER-BASED PERSECUTIONS 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and agree to the resolution (H. Res. 32) 
denouncing the practices of female 
genital mutilation, domestic violence, 
‘‘honor’’ killings, acid burning, dowry 
deaths, and other gender-based perse-
cutions and expressing the sense of the 
House of Representatives that partici-
pation, protection, recognition, and 
independence of women is crucial to 
achieving a just, moral, and honorable 
society, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 32 
Whereas human rights violations against 

women occur around the world and are not 
limited to times of war, and have been com-
mitted for political gain, personal advan-
tage, ethnic hatred, and in the name of de-
ities and fundamentalist religious zeal; 

Whereas, in many parts of the world, there 
is a culture of violence and discrimination 
which denies women rights equal to those of 
men and which legitimizes the exploitation 
of women for personal gratification, political 
purposes, and financial gain; 

Whereas despite the fact that in 1998, the 
United Nations International Criminal Tri-
bunal for Rwanda set a precedent in inter-
national law by establishing and prosecuting 
rape and sexual violence in times of violent 
conflict as war crimes and crimes against 
humanity, the rape of women continues to be 
used as an instrument of armed conflict in 
the 21st century; 

Whereas former Bangladeshi Prime-Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina acknowledged that 
every year in Bangladesh up to 200 women 
are horribly disfigured by acid attacks by 
their spurned husbands or suitors, leaving 
many of them blind, deaf, or dead; 

Whereas according to Amnesty Inter-
national, 6,000 women are subjected to gen-
ital mutilation each day in North Africa, and 
135,000,000 women, in at least 46 other coun-
tries, have undergone female genital mutila-
tion worldwide; 

Whereas Time Magazine reports that about 
25,000 women in India each year are doused 
with gasoline, set on fire, and burned to 
death because their marriage dowries are 
deemed too small, and four out of five of 
these attacks are not reported to or recorded 
by law enforcement agencies; 

Whereas in many societies baby girls are 
denied food, drowned, suffocated, abandoned, 
or their spines are broken simply because 
they are born girls; 

Whereas in China, where the male-child is 
traditionally prized above the female, the 
‘‘one-child’’ state policy has multiplied the 
rate of abandonment, sex-selective and 
forced abortion and female infanticide, and 
yielded a skewed population demographic; 

Whereas Chinese demographics have exac-
erbated the abduction, trafficking, and sale 
of Asian women and girls for the purposes of 
sex slavery and forced marriage; 

Whereas Amnesty International estimates 
that this year, more than 15,000 women will 
be sold as sexual slaves in China; 

Whereas, according to World Bank figures, 
at least one in five women and girls around 
the world has been beaten or sexually abused 
in her lifetime; 

Whereas the 2002 Parliamentary Assembly 
of the Council of Europe estimates that the 
leading cause of death worldwide among 
women ages 14 through 44 is the violence to 
which they are subjected in their own homes, 
and in the Russian Federation alone, every 
day 36,000 women are beaten by their hus-
bands or partners; 

Whereas in the United States, every day 
four women die as a result of domestic vio-
lence, every year more than half a million 
women are battered, every year 4,000,000 
women are physically abused by their hus-
bands or domestic partners, one-third of 
American women report physical or sexual 
abuse by a husband or boyfriend at some 
point in their lives, over 324,000 pregnant 
women are victims of intimate partner vio-
lence annually, the majority of welfare re-
cipients have experienced domestic violence 
as adults, and domestic violence causes 
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