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House of Representatives 
The House met at 12:30 p.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. HIRONO). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
October 15, 2007. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable MAZIE K. 
HIRONO to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2007, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with each party 
limited to 30 minutes and each Mem-
ber, other than the majority and mi-
nority leaders and the minority whip, 
limited to 5 minutes. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 32 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mrs. CAPPS) at 2 p.m. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

Eternal and Almighty God, before 
You all events of life and calendar 
pages flip over quickly. The human 
search for stability in an ever-changing 
world and the traffic of today’s cross-
roads drives each of us to find new 
depth within ourselves as we join the 
motion of another week. 

The story of a tsunami comes to 
mind. Easily we view the destructive 
consequences on the surface of things 
around us and question their eruptive 
origins. 

Lord, show us how to detect the be-
ginnings of violence, war, hatred, dis-
ruption, and fear. As a leader in the 
community of peoples, Congress needs 
to raise the deepest questions. 

Enable Members and the people they 
represent to assess the true cost of the 
country’s lifestyle and the ramifica-
tions of our silence on the most impor-
tant issues. 

If it is truly ‘‘in God we trust,’’ then 
all else is called into question and can-
not be the measurement of progress or 
the final goal. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Florida (Mr. HASTINGS) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-

lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

SCHIP 

(Mr. KAGEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KAGEN. Madam Speaker, what 
kind of Nation are we when 47 million 
Americans go to bed every night with-
out adequate health care coverage? 
And what kind of Nation will we be-
come when we turn our backs on those 
who need us the most, our Nation’s 
children, on whose future we all de-
pend? 

The SCHIP bill, the State Children’s 
Health Insurance Program, will provide 
access to necessary medical services to 
11 million of our children who are most 
in need. We cannot, we shall not, we 
must not turn our backs on our Na-
tion’s children. 

I urge my colleagues who have yet to 
consider voting up or down on this 
measure to think this thing all the way 
through. Whose side are you on? Are 
you on the side of our children, who 
need you the most? Or are you on the 
side of special interests? We Democrats 
are on the side of children. Please re-
consider what kind of Nation we will be 
when we turn our backs on our chil-
dren. 

f 

DEFICIT CONTINUES TO DECLINE 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, the Department of 
Treasury and Office of Management 
and Budget have announced that to-
day’s budget deficit is $85 billion less 
than last year. That marks a $250 bil-
lion decline over the last 3 years and 
brings us even closer to balancing the 
budget. 
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This good news is a clear sign that a 

government which taxes less and 
spends less taxpayer dollars and spends 
them wisely can balance its check-
book. These recent record tax revenues 
are paying down the deficit, but we 
must do our part by honoring the hard 
work of the American people and not 
passing future bloated budgets and tax 
hikes. 

The American people have learned to 
live within their means; it is time that 
Washington do the same. That means 
we do not spend $22 billion more than 
we need to or tax Americans $400 bil-
lion more than they deserve. Above all, 
the government must address the pend-
ing entitlement crisis. This is a situa-
tion where Congress cannot pass the 
buck. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th. 

f 

HONORING OHIO ATTORNEY GEN-
ERAL MARK DANN, U.S. ATTOR-
NEY GREGORY LOCKHART, AND 
USDA AGENT MARK BARNHART 

(Ms. SUTTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. SUTTON. Madam Speaker, on 
October 13, Ohio Attorney General 
Mark Dann, U.S. Attorney Gregory 
Lockhart, and USDA Agent Mark 
Barnhart received the 2007 Humane 
Law Enforcement Award from the Hu-
mane Society and the National District 
Attorneys Association. They were hon-
ored with this prestigious award for 
conducting one of the largest, best co-
ordinated crackdowns on dog fighting 
in the Nation. 

I am extremely proud that my home 
State of Ohio is taking a lead in crack-
ing down on this vicious blood sport, 
but this raid also demonstrates the dif-
ficulty authorities have of prosecuting 
offenders under Federal law. 

I have introduced the Dog Fighting 
Prohibition Act, which would strength-
en Federal penalties for those partici-
pating in dog fighting and broaden the 
scope of the law to allow prosecution of 
everyone involved, from spectators to 
trainers to dealers. We need to do all 
we can to end what has become a lucra-
tive gambling business; and to accom-
plish that, we must give our law en-
forcement officials like Mark Dann, 
Gregory Lockhart, and Mark Barnhart 
the tools that they need. I want to 
thank them and congratulate them on 
their efforts, and encourage support for 
the Dog Fighting Prohibition Act. 

f 

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, fiscal re-
sponsibility is the cornerstone of a 
strong economic plan, and House Re-
publicans are dedicated to ensuring 
that American taxpayers are getting 
the best product for their money. Un-

fortunately, I can’t say my Democrat 
colleagues feel the same way. 

We are 3 weeks into fiscal year 2008, 
and for the first time in a long time 
Congress has not sent the President a 
single appropriations bill. One of these 
bills funds our veterans, and they de-
serve the benefits they were promised; 
yet politics has taken over the Demo-
crat leadership, and their failure is 
costing veterans over $4 billion in new 
benefits. 

The Democrat majority also has 
failed to deliver on promised earmark 
transparency that would shed light on 
every earmark, and we’re continuing to 
see abuses within the system. 

At almost every opportunity, the 
Democrat leadership has increased 
spending and increased taxes to pay for 
these spending binges. It’s time to get 
back on track to finding commonsense 
solutions and stop using taxpayer dol-
lars like it’s an unlimited source of 
money. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM STAFF 
MEMBER OF COMMITTEE ON AP-
PROPRIATIONS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from Greg Lankler, Staff As-
sistant, Committee on Appropriations: 

OCTOBER 12, 2007. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: This is to formally 
notify you pursuant to rule VIII of the Rules 
of the House of Representatives that I have 
been served with a grand jury subpoena for 
testimony and documents issued by the U.S. 
District Court for the Central District of 
California. 

After consulting with the Office of General 
Counsel, I will make the determinations re-
quired by rule VIII. 

Sincerely, 
GREG LANKLER, 

Staff Assistant. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote is objected to under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE STATE OF 
ISRAEL ON CHAIRING A UNITED 
NATIONS COMMITTEE FOR THE 
FIRST TIME IN HISTORY 

Mr. ACKERMAN. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 624) congratu-
lating the State of Israel on chairing a 
United Nations committee for the first 
time in history, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 624 
Whereas Israel joined the United Nations 

in 1949, as the 59th member of that organiza-
tion; 

Whereas the preamble of the Charter of the 
United Nations stated that its objective was 
to ‘‘to save succeeding generations from the 
scourge of war . . . and to reaffirm faith in 
fundamental human rights, in the dignity 
and worth of the human person, in the equal 
rights of men and women and of nations 
large and small . . .’’; 

Whereas the United Nations has failed to 
live up to its goal to promote equal rights 
among states, as enshrined in its charter, in 
the case of Israel; 

Whereas the democratic State of Israel is 
denied full representation within the United 
Nations, and its constituent agencies and 
bodies, yet repressive regimes in violation of 
United Nations human rights principles are 
afforded full rights and privileges; 

Whereas in May 2000, Israel accepted an in-
vitation to become a temporary member of 
the United Nations’ Western European and 
Others Group (WEOG), and in May 2004, 
Israel was granted an indefinite extension of 
its qualified membership in WEOG; 

Whereas since Israel was accepted as part 
of WEOG in 2000, it has had the right to 
apply for positions on United Nations com-
mittees; 

Whereas the State of Israel is the only 
member of WEOG in a conditional status; 

Whereas Israel is excluded from discus-
sions and consultations of WEOG at the 
United Nations offices in Geneva, Nairobi, 
Rome, and Vienna; 

Whereas Israel has been refused admission 
to the Asian States Group of the United Na-
tions, thereby being denied the rights and 
privileges of full membership in the United 
Nations; 

Whereas Israel has submitted its candidacy 
for membership on the United Nations Secu-
rity Council for 2019 and hopes to gain the 
full participation rights in the United Na-
tions to which it is entitled as a sovereign 
state; 

Whereas at the opening of the 61st United 
Nations General Assembly in 2006, former 
United Nations Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan stated that ‘‘supporters of Israel feel 
that it is harshly judged by standards that 
are not applied to its enemies . . . and too 
often this is true, particularly in some UN 
bodies’’; 

Whereas Israel has played an active role in 
the international community and within the 
United Nations; 

Whereas Israel already sits on several im-
portant committees in the United Nations, 
and representatives from Israel have served 
as deputy chairs in the United Nations nu-
merous times; 

Whereas Israelis were first elected to nota-
ble United Nations positions in 1994, includ-
ing the high administrative tribunal at the 
Hague, Vice Chair of the World Health Orga-
nization’s Executive Committee and the 
Human Rights Committee, in June 2005 
Israel’s Ambassador to the United Nations, 
Dan Gillerman, was appointed one of the 21 
new vice presidents of the General Assembly, 
and in July 2005, Israel was elected to deputy 
chairmanship of the United Nations Disar-
mament Commission (UNDC); 

Whereas, on June 19, 2007, for the first time 
since Israel joined the United Nations, an 
Israeli diplomat, Mr. Ron Adam, Director of 
the Israeli Foreign Ministry’s United Na-
tions Political Affairs Department, was cho-
sen to chair a United Nations committee, the 
Committee on Program and Coordination 
(CPC); 
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Whereas this 33 member body (composed of 

Argentina, Armenia, Belarus, Benin, Brazil, 
Bulgaria, the Republic of Central Africa, 
China, Comoros, Cuba, France, Ghana, Haiti, 
India, Indonesia, Iran, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, 
Kenya, Pakistan, Portugal, Korea, Russia, 
Senegal, South Africa, Switzerland, Uru-
guay, Venezuela, Zimbabwe, United States, 
and Israel) approves the work plan for all 
United Nations agencies and bodies; 

Whereas Israel’s first unique appointment 
to chair a United Nations committee will 
hopefully encourage the normalization of 
Israel’s bilateral and multilateral relations 
and challenge future disproportionate United 
Nations condemnation of Israel; 

Whereas anti-Semitic rhetoric and senti-
ment within United Nations fora have been 
of grave concern to the United States and 
other responsible nations; 

Whereas United Nations General Assembly 
Resolution 3379 (1975) concluded that ‘‘Zion-
ism is a form of racism and racial discrimi-
nation’’ and the General Assembly, by a vote 
of 111-25, revoked Resolution 3379 in 1991 in 
response to strong leadership by the United 
States; 

Whereas the goals of the 2001 United Na-
tions World Conference Against Racism were 
undermined by hateful, anti-Jewish rhetoric 
and anti-Israel political agendas, prompting 
both Israel and the United States to with-
draw their delegations from the Conference; 

Whereas, in 2004, at the first United Na-
tions Department of Public Information 
Seminar on Anti-Semitism, former United 
Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan ac-
knowledged that ‘‘the United Nations’ record 
on anti-Semitism has at times fallen short of 
our ideals’’; and 

Whereas, in 2005, the United Nations held 
an unprecedented session to commemorate 
the 60th anniversary of the liberation of the 
Auschwitz concentration camp: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) congratulates the Government and peo-
ple of the State of Israel on Israel’s first ever 
appointment to chair a United Nations com-
mittee; 

(2) supports continued expansion of Israel’s 
role at the United Nations; 

(3) welcomes recent attempts by the 
United Nations to address the issue of pre-
vailing anti-Semitism; 

(4) calls on the United Nations to officially 
and publicly condemn anti-Semitic state-
ments made at all United Nations meetings 
and hold accountable United Nations Mem-
ber States that make such statements; 

(5) urges the members of the United Na-
tions’ Western European and Others Group 
(WEOG) to extend full and permanent mem-
bership to Israel, without conditions, until 
such time as Israel can serve as an effective 
member of the Asian States Group of the 
United Nations; and 

(6) calls upon United Nations Secretary- 
General Ban Ki-Moon to continue to work to 
end any unfair vilification of Israel at the 
United Nations and ensure Israel’s full par-
ticipation in, and access to, all international 
fora under United Nations auspices. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. ACKERMAN) and the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. WIL-
SON) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New York. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. ACKERMAN. Madam Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-

clude extraneous material on the reso-
lution under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. ACKERMAN. Madam Speaker, I 

rise in strong support of this resolution 
and yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

First, I want to thank Mr. HASTINGS 
and Mr. GREEN for their work on this 
important resolution congratulating 
the democratic State of Israel for 
achieving a significant victory in its 
long and tedious campaign to gain fair 
treatment at the U.N. 

In June, an Israeli diplomat, Mr. Ron 
Adam, was chosen to chair a critical 
U.N. committee, the Committee on 
Policy and Coordination, which is re-
sponsible for approving the work plan 
for all U.N. agencies and bodies. Incred-
ibly, in the entire history of the U.N., 
this is the first time an Israeli has been 
granted such a role. 

For almost 60 years, since it became 
a member of the United Nations, Israel 
has been treated as a second-class cit-
izen among the nations at the U.N. The 
greatest barrier to fair treatment for 
Israel has been its inability to achieve 
normal standing in one of the U.N.’s re-
gional groupings. These groupings con-
trol committee assignments and lead-
ership positions throughout the U.N. 
system. 

Though geographically Israel should 
be a member of the Asia group, a cabal 
of anti-democratic and anti-Semitic 
states in that region, the Organization 
of the Islamic Conference, has con-
spired to exclude Israel from its right-
ful membership in that group. Only re-
cently has Israel been granted qualified 
membership in another U.N. group 
known as the Western European and 
Others regional group. 

b 1415 

This new status has allowed Israel to 
begin to obtain U.N. leadership posi-
tions. We must build on this momen-
tum. H. Res. 624 does so by demanding 
that the Western European and Others 
Group, with which Israel now caucuses 
at the U.N., remove all remaining re-
strictions and qualifications on Israel’s 
status as a member of that group. The 
resolution also expresses support for 
Israel’s campaign to gain a rotational 
seat on U.N. Security Council. 

Once again, Madam Speaker, I con-
gratulate Israel for its election to serve 
as Chair of the Committee on Policy 
and Coordination. I also urge our good 
friend, U.N. Secretary General Ban Ki- 
Moon to use this positive step towards 
further increasing normalization of 
Israel’s status at the United Nations. 
We must continue to work with the 
U.N. Secretary General who has made 
pressing normalization an important 
goal of his tenure. The unfair treat-
ment of Israel at the U.N. undermines 
the very principles the United Nations 
is meant to embody. The spectacle of 
repressive regimes conspiring to deny 

Israel, the only democratic state in the 
Middle East, normal status at the U.N. 
undermines the broader fight on behalf 
of the human rights and democracy. 

Madam Speaker, I would urge all of 
our colleagues to support this very im-
portant resolution. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, I yield myself such 
time as I may consume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port of House Resolution 624, which 
congratulates the State of Israel for 
chairing a United Nations committee 
for the first time in its history. This 
accomplishment is long overdue. 
Israel, as a fully democratic and sov-
ereign state, should be entitled to all of 
the privileges and opportunities of any 
member state of the United Nations. 

Unfortunately, the anti-Semitism 
and anti-Israel bias that pervades the 
United Nations has long prevented 
Israel from fully participating in that 
body. To this day, Israel remains only 
a temporary member of the U.N.’s 
Western European and Others Group 
and is excluded from many consulta-
tions, discussions and leadership posts 
within the group and the U.N. itself. 

The anti-Semitic, anti-Israel atti-
tude shown by some members of the 
U.N. is unacceptable. It shames the 
principles of the United Nations. The 
United Nations has slowly begun to 
make progress in addressing this prob-
lem in restoring Israel to its rightful 
place at the U.N. However, there is 
much to be done, and this resolution 
calls upon U.N. Secretary General Ban 
Ki-Moon to resolve this disgraceful 
problem. Until this happens, the 
United Nations will not live up to its 
own charter where the preamble states 
that the U.N. was founded ‘‘To save 
succeeding generations from the 
scourge of war, to reaffirm faith in fun-
damental human rights, in the dignity 
and worth of the human person, in the 
equal rights of men and women and na-
tions large and small.’’ 

In addition, Madam Speaker, Israel’s 
ability to finally chair a U.N. com-
mittee is a well-deserved accomplish-
ment for Israel and a privilege and 
honor for a U.N. that has not done 
nearly enough. 

Madam Speaker, I want to thank my 
colleague and longtime friend from the 
State of Florida (Mr. HASTINGS) for in-
troducing this resolution, and I urge 
its adoption. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. ACKERMAN. Madam Speaker, I 
am pleased to yield to the gentleman 
from Florida, the very distinguished 
chairman of the Rules Committee on 
Legislative and Budget Process and a 
leader for human rights and dignity 
around the world, author of the resolu-
tion before us, ALCEE HASTINGS, such 
time as he may consume. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. I thank 
my friend from New York for yielding 
me the time. 
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Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-

port of House Resolution 624, a resolu-
tion that I introduced with my good 
friend and fellow cochair of the Demo-
cratic Israel Working Group, Rep-
resentative GENE GREEN. 

I first want to thank my very good 
friend and cosponsor of this resolution, 
who yielded time to me Representative 
ACKERMAN, for his steadfastness not 
only on these issues, but of issues of 
critical import for foreign affairs of 
these United States. 

I would also like to thank the chair-
man of the House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee, my good friend, Representative 
TOM LANTOS, and the ranking member 
of the committee and my colleague 
from Florida, Representative ILEANA 
ROS-LEHTINEN, for helping move this 
important bipartisan bill forward, and 
my longstanding good friend today who 
spoke favorably today of this measure. 
I thank Representative WILSON for his 
comments on this legislation and oth-
ers, as well. 

On June 19, 2007, for the first time 
ever in history a representative of the 
State of Israel was chosen to chair a 
United Nations committee. This reso-
lution serves to properly mark this 
unique triumph for the State of Israel 
in our history books. The man chosen 
for this distinctive appointment at the 
United Nations is Mr. Ron Adam, the 
former director of the Israeli Foreign 
Ministry’s U.N. Political Affairs De-
partment. The committee he was cho-
sen to chair is the Committee on Pro-
gram and Coordination. This 33–U.N. 
member body provides an important 
role to the functioning of the United 
Nations, approving the work plan for 
all United Nations agencies and bodies. 

Madam Speaker, since it first joined 
the United Nations in 1949, the demo-
cratic State of Israel has been consid-
ered a second-class nation at the 
United Nations, unfairly subjected to 
unjustified repeated one-sided attacks 
from other nations. To this day, Israel 
is still denied full representation with-
in the United Nations and its con-
stituent agencies and bodies. Mean-
while, other rogue and repressive re-
gimes, in violation of United Nations 
human rights principles, are afforded 
full rights and privileges. 

The United Nations should not and 
cannot continue to be a vehicle for uni-
lateral attacks against Israel. Such 
dealings truly undermine the United 
Nations’ credibility, integrity and ef-
fectiveness. Shamefully, anti-Semitic 
rhetoric and sentiment within the 
United Nations remains pervasive. 
Such statements are of grave concern 
to the United States and responsible 
nations. 

I want to commend both past and 
present United Nations leaders for pub-
licly recognizing and speaking out 
against the existence of blatant biases 
and injustices within the United Na-
tions walls. Despite the targeted dis-
crimination and unwarranted hate it 
faces within this international forum, 
Israel has consistently played an active 

role within the United Nations. Israel 
already sits on several significant com-
mittees in the United Nations, and rep-
resentatives from Israel have served as 
deputy chairs in the United Nations 
numerous times. 

I am hopeful that Mr. Adam’s ap-
pointment to chair the CPC will help 
normalize Israel’s bilateral and multi-
lateral relations. I am also hopeful, as 
has been expressed by Representative 
ACKERMAN and Representative WILSON, 
that Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon of 
the United Nations will work to end 
the unfair vilification of Israel at the 
United Nations and to use his good of-
fices to support Israel’s bid to join the 
Asian regional grouping. Finally, I am 
hopeful that Israel will be granted 
membership on the Security Council 
for 2019 and gain full participation 
rights in the United Nations. 

I am but one member of this institu-
tion. I know I speak for GENE, who 
probably is en route here, who has 
some other feelings by virtue of our co-
sponsorship of this matter. I urge this 
administration, as GENE GREEN and I 
have and others, to do everything it 
can to see Israel’s ascension in the 
United Nations. 

Israel’s new appointment is the be-
ginning of a new dawn for the nation’s 
status within the United Nations. I 
congratulate the government and peo-
ple of the State of Israel for this great 
accomplishment, and I urge my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ on this impor-
tant bipartisan legislation. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. ACKERMAN. Madam Speaker, it 
is my pleasure to recognize the gentle-
woman from the First District of Ne-
vada, a member of the Veterans’ Af-
fairs Committee and Ways and Means 
Committee, SHELLEY BERKLEY, for such 
time as she may consume. 

Ms. BERKLEY. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from the great 
State of New York and my good friend 
from the State of Florida for intro-
ducing this important resolution. For 
too long, dictators and despots have hi-
jacked the United Nations in order to 
serve their own purposes. They cyni-
cally target Israel in order to shift at-
tention from their own brutality, pass-
ing countless resolutions condemning 
Israel without uttering a word about 
what is going on in Burma, the Sudan 
or North Korea. 

Madam Speaker, while we congratu-
late Israel today for a great achieve-
ment, I am still very worried the U.N.’s 
condemnations of Israel helped to 
stoke the fires of global anti-Semitism. 
For better or for worse, the world looks 
to the United Nations to set standards 
for human rights, and when instead it 
singles out Israel for constant recrimi-
nations, the U.N. becomes a platform 
for burgeoning anti-Semitism around 
the world and anti-Israel rhetoric. Last 
week I chaired the Transatlantic Legis-
lators’ Dialogue in my hometown of 
Las Vegas, Nevada. Among the many 

issues we discussed with our friends 
from the European Parliament was the 
alarming rise of global anti-Semitism. 
Abe Foxman, the national director of 
the Anti-Defamation League briefed us 
on the widespread belief in the Muslim 
world that Israel and the Jews com-
mitted the 9/11 terrorist attack on this 
country. He told us about Malaysia, 
where there are no Jews, and yet where 
the president of that country blames 
the Jews for the economic problems in 
his country anyway. 

In Europe, since 2000, there has been 
a surge of anti-Semitic incidents. Even 
here at home, a few misguided and un-
informed people say the Jews are some-
how responsible for the war in Iraq. I 
am extremely concerned about the rise 
of anti-Semitism globally, and it is not 
unrelated to what goes on at the 
United Nations. I am afraid the U.N.’s 
rhetoric serves as a great recruiting 
tool for terrorists and anti-Semites 
when it condemns Israel and uses old 
anti-Semitic canards to do it. 

Madam Speaker, it is surely a step in 
the right direction that Israel is 
chairing a U.N. committee. We are 
right to congratulate Israel for this 
great achievement. It is about time. 
But so much more must be done as this 
resolution states. Today, with this res-
olution, we call on the United Nations 
to officially and publicly condemn 
anti-Semitic statements made at its 
meetings and hold United Nations 
member states accountable when they 
make such statements. We must fight 
back against the growing scourge of 
global anti-Semitism and growing anti- 
Israel rhetoric while we continue to 
fight for Israel’s greater recognition at 
the United Nations. 

I thank the gentleman from New 
York for his leadership on this issue, 
among many others. 

Mr. KIRK. Madam Speaker, as a cosponsor 
of H. Res. 624, I rise in strong support of this 
bipartisan resolution and urge its adoption. 

For the first time in history, the State of 
Israel will serve as the chair of a United Na-
tions Committee. We congratulate Mr. Ron 
Adam for his appointment as Chair of the U.N. 
Committee on Program and Coordination and 
wish him much success in this historic post. 

While this appointment gives us hope of re-
form at the United Nations, other U.N. organs 
continue on a path of anti-Semitism with irra-
tional vilification of the Jewish State. 

In 2006, the United Nations took 135 ac-
tions against the State of Israel for alleged vio-
lations of human rights. By contrast, the U.N. 
took only 69 actions against Sudan—home to 
a genocide in Darfur—and only 23 actions 
against Iran, where the government is carrying 
out an ethnic cleansing campaign against its 
Baha’i minority. 

In its first year of existence, the U.N. Human 
Rights Council passed 10 resolutions con-
demning Israel, while passing only one resolu-
tion condemning Sudan. 

And we all remember the infamous U.N. 
‘‘Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People’’ 
nearly 2 years ago when U.N. officials proudly 
displayed a map of the Middle East without 
the State of Israel. 

For several years, I have worked with my 
colleagues to pressure U.N. members to end 
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their anti-Israel obsession. Israel’s appoint-
ment to the U.N. Committee on Program and 
Coordination is the first fruit of our labor. But 
we know there is a long way to go to end anti- 
Semitism at the United Nations. 

I want to thank my friend, Mr. HASTINGS, for 
introducing this important resolution, and 
Chairman LANTOS and Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN for 
their continued leadership on this issue. 

b 1430 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, I urge support of the 
resolution, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. ACKERMAN. Madam Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time, urg-
ing all of our colleagues to vote for the 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
ACKERMAN) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 624, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to. 

The title was amended so as to read: 
‘‘A resolution congratulating the State 
of Israel on chairing a United Nations 
committee for the first time in history, 
and for other purposes.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

EXPRESSING SENSE OF THE 
HOUSE REGARDING SYRIA’S CON-
TINUED INTERFERENCE IN THE 
AFFAIRS OF LEBANON 

Mr. ACKERMAN. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 738) expressing 
the sense of the House of Representa-
tives regarding the Government of Syr-
ia’s continued interference in the inter-
nal affairs of Lebanon. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 738 

Whereas in 2004, Lebanon’s current presi-
dent had his term extra-legally extended 
through the interference of Syria in Leb-
anon’s internal affairs; 

Whereas former Lebanese Prime Minister 
Rafiq Hariri, the leading opponent of contin-
ued Syrian domination of Lebanon and the 
extra-legal extension of the president’s term, 
was assassinated along with 22 people by a 
massive car bomb on February 14, 2005; 

Whereas investigators from the United Na-
tions have suggested that officials of Syria’s 
government, at the highest levels, appear to 
be culpable for the assassination of Rafiq 
Hariri and the 22 other people; 

Whereas the people of Lebanon, following 
the murder of Rafiq Hariri, engaged in a 
massive popular revolt known as the Cedar 
Revolution against Syrian interference in 
their internal affairs and suppression of their 
national sovereignty; 

Whereas the Cedar Revolution, reinforced 
by international pressure, culminated in the 
rapid withdrawal of Syrian occupation forces 
and free elections; 

Whereas the current Lebanese government 
has been under steady attack by domestic 

and foreign forces that have been engaged in 
instigating riots and insurrection, sus-
pending the operation of Lebanon’s par-
liament, and perpetrating horrific acts of 
terror against the Lebanese people; 

Whereas Syria and Iran are seeking to 
dominate Lebanon through their campaign 
of murder and intimidation aimed at the 
Lebanese parliamentary majority and other 
anti-Syrian public and political figures; 

Whereas Syria and Iran, through their Leb-
anese proxies, have demanded the selection 
of another Lebanese president hand-picked 
by the Government of Syria; 

Whereas Syria and Iran, in clear con-
travention of numerous United Nations Se-
curity Council resolutions, notably 1559 
(2004), 1655 (2006), 1664 (2006), 1680 (2006), 1701 
(2006), and 1757 (2007), have grossly violated 
Lebanon’s sovereignty by continuing to pro-
vide arms to illegitimate Lebanese militias, 
Palestinian terrorist groups and other ter-
rorist organizations; meddling in Lebanon’s 
internal political affairs; and actively sup-
porting efforts to prevent the election of a 
new president in accordance with Lebanese 
law; and 

Whereas a sovereign and independent Leb-
anon is in the national security interest of 
the United States: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) condemns the campaign of murder, ter-
ror, and intimidation aimed at overthrowing 
the democratically-elected government of 
Lebanon and establishing a new Lebanese 
government subservient to the will and in-
terests of Syria and Iran; 

(2) condemns Syria and Iran for their gross 
interference in Lebanon’s internal political 
affairs, and particularly, the selection of a 
new president, and gross violations of United 
Nations Security Council resolutions protec-
tive of Lebanon’s sovereignty and independ-
ence; 

(3) condemns Lebanese political parties 
and actors who have allied themselves with 
Syria and Iran to the detriment of their own 
country and its national interests; 

(4) condemns efforts by some Lebanese po-
litical figures to obstruct, delay, and impede 
the legal and established processes of their 
country for the selection of a new president 
according to the rule of law; 

(5) affirms its continued strong support for 
Lebanon’s democratically-elected govern-
ment, people and national sovereignty, and 
its readiness to provide material support; 

(6) calls on all nations to recognize and 
support Lebanon’s sovereignty and independ-
ence; and 

(7) urges the President to use all peaceful 
means at the disposal of the United States to 
help safeguard Lebanon’s sovereignty and 
independence. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. ACKERMAN) and the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. WIL-
SON) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New York. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. ACKERMAN. Madam Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the resolution under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. ACKERMAN. Madam Speaker, I 

rise in strong support of this resolu-

tion, and yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Madam Speaker, when the House last 
discussed Lebanon on September 25, I 
said that Lebanon was being bullied. 
That statement, though true, is insuffi-
cient. Lebanon is not being harassed by 
invisible unworldly forces. Lebanon is 
not a victim of fate or destiny or bad 
luck. Lebanese politicians and public 
figures, beginning with Rafiq Hariri 
and continuing to this day, are not 
being assassinated and blown away by 
falling meteors or volcanic eruptions. 
Arms do not appear in Lebanon by 
magic. Hezbollah’s billions do not fall 
from the sky like rain. Palestinian ter-
rorist groups don’t find rifles falling 
out of trees or by the side of the road. 
The Fatah al-Islam and its war against 
the Lebanese state were not the prod-
uct of spontaneous auto-genesis. Like 
maggots, their origin can escape the 
casual observer, but their birth was no 
accident or mystery. 

Madam Speaker, Syria and Iran are 
responsible for these crimes. Syria and 
Iran are responsible for the chaos. 
Syria and Iran are to blame for the 
shadow of civil war that hangs over 
Lebanon. Lebanese politics are com-
plex, and the interaction within and 
among confessions is daunting for the 
outside observer to contemplate. 
Where interest and principle merge and 
depart is hard to judge. But we know 
some things about Lebanon for certain, 
and they are spelled out clearly in the 
resolution at hand. 

Despite Lebanon’s Constitution, 
Syria demanded the extension of Presi-
dent Emile Lahoud’s term in 2004, and 
Damascus got its way. The principal 
opponent of this grotesque intrusion 
into Lebanon’s affairs was Prime Min-
ister Rafiq Hariri. There is credible 
evidence uncovered by U.N. investiga-
tors showing that Syrian President 
Bashar al-Assad first threatened and 
then ordered the assassination of Rafiq 
Hariri for his defiance of Syrian diktat. 

Madam Speaker, in response to the 
murder of Hariri, and, let us remember, 
22 other civilians, the Lebanese rose up 
against their Syrian overlords and de-
manded, with the full support of the 
international community, the expul-
sion of Syria’s occupational forces. A 
new government was formed through a 
free and fair election led by Lebanese 
not in the service of Syria and not in 
the debt of Iran. 

This development, both surprising 
and hopeful, of a Lebanon free to chart 
its own course, was one that Syria and 
Iran couldn’t tolerate. In their minds, 
Lebanon is a fiefdom, a toy. Lebanon is 
a playground for their ambitions and a 
canvas on which to splash their rage 
and hatred for the United States and 
Israel in the modern world. 

Madam Speaker, Lebanon, in the 
minds of Syria’s overlords and Iran’s 
ayatollahs, is not for the Lebanese. 
This intolerance, this greedy self-inter-
est, this bitter contempt for the rights 
of others is why we are speaking of 
Lebanon in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives again today. 
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Lebanon is in grave peril. Lebanon’s 

independence and sovereignty are 
under attack by Syria and Iran and 
their bootlicking Lebanese proxies, 
Hezbollah, Amal and the Aounist bloc. 
Extralegally demanding control of the 
presidency, and threatening civil war, 
this coalition of the wicked and the 
selfish have again brought chaos, vio-
lence and terror to Lebanon. It need 
not be so. It should not be so. 

Syria and Lebanon are responsible 
for the crisis in Lebanon. Syria and 
Iran are responsible for the crisis in 
Lebanon. They have trampled on Leb-
anon’s sovereignty and clearly violated 
U.N. Security Council resolutions pro-
tective of Lebanon. They are the pup-
pet masters pulling on the strings of 
Hezbollah, Amal and Aoun. The assas-
sinations of Lebanese members of Par-
liament are their work. The bombings 
are their work. The threats to estab-
lish an extra-legal second government 
are their work. 

Madam Speaker, there is no mystery 
here. There is evil, there is greed, there 
is indecency, and, were I Lebanese, I 
might say treason as well. But there is 
no mystery. Syria and Iran are attack-
ing Lebanon’s sovereignty no less than 
if they sent a fleet of bombers, or a 
wave of tanks, or a swarm of infantry. 
That this aggression, this naked ag-
gression is being done by proxies, and 
by terrorists, by car bombs, by tele-
phone threats does not make it any 
less aggression, or any less a crime. 

Many vital interests of the United 
States are at stake. If we want every 
nation to be secure in its own borders, 
we cannot tolerate cross-border aggres-
sion. If we want to see the Middle East 
at peace, we cannot tolerate the re-
sumption of Syrian and Iranian control 
of Lebanon. If we want to encourage 
self-governance around the world, we 
cannot tolerate Lebanon’s democracy 
being subverted by thugs and fanatics. 
If we want to see people rising up 
against tyranny, as they are today in 
Burma, we cannot tolerate the reversal 
of Lebanon’s glorious Cedar Revolu-
tion. If we want to see the United Na-
tions become a true guardian of peace, 
we cannot tolerate the will of the 
international community being 
scorned by rogue states. 

Madam Speaker, America must lead. 
Even today, even with Iraq, there is 
still no other state that can mobilize 
the international community as can 
the United States, and the hour is des-
perate. Only if they are convinced that 
the world will not tolerate their ag-
gression against Lebanon, will Syria 
and Iran back down. This outcome is 
not impossible. 

The stakes are exceedingly high. It is 
my hope that the Lebanese Govern-
ment and the Bush administration will 
see this debate in the House as proof 
that Congress is watching closely and 
that we stand ready to help secure Leb-
anon’s future as an independent and 
sovereign state. If we want to end the 
bloodshed in Lebanon and foreclose the 
prospect of still greater violence, we 

must act now and in concert with the 
community of nations. 

There is wide support for Lebanon 
both in Europe and the Arab and Mus-
lim world, just waiting for a catalyst 
to give it expression. America must be 
that catalyst. We are here today to 
sound the wake-up call. A brighter fu-
ture for Lebanon, for the Middle East, 
and for ourselves awaits our clarion 
call. 

Madam Speaker, I urge our col-
leagues to support the resolution. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, I yield myself such 
time as I may consume. 

Madam Speaker, I support this reso-
lution, which condemns both Syria and 
Iran for their continuing campaign of 
murder and intimidation aimed at 
anti-Syrian politicians and public fig-
ures of Lebanon. It warns them against 
interfering either directly or through 
their many representatives in the Leb-
anese presidential elections scheduled 
for later this month. 

Over 2 years after the Cedar Revolu-
tion, and despite the withdrawal of 
Syrian troops, Lebanon’s fragile gov-
ernment continues to be targeted for 
destruction by internal and external 
threats. Hezbollah has continued to 
carry out its strategy of assassinating 
anti-Syrian Lebanese politicians. The 
aim is to gain a parliamentary major-
ity that would allow both Syria and 
Iran to impose their choice for a presi-
dent on the Lebanese people. 

Furthermore, the inclusion of pro- 
Syrian, Iranian and terrorist organiza-
tions such as Hezbollah in the Leba-
nese political process only empowers 
the Syrian and Iranian regimes and 
holds Lebanon hostage to their whims. 
Allowing a terrorist entity to use the 
political process and legitimize itself 
without first demanding a 
renouncement of violence has only 
served to perpetuate and enhance the 
threat. 

We support the underlying intent of 
this resolution, which is to advocate 
for the sovereignty and political inde-
pendence of Lebanon. The Lebanese 
people deserve the right to be free of 
interference and intimidation by any 
outside country or terrorist group. 
However, despite supporting the resolu-
tion, we are concerned about language 
in this resolution referring to the en-
tire Lebanese Parliament as ‘‘demo-
cratically elected,’’ because it sets a 
dangerous precedent by both legiti-
mizing and providing congressional ap-
proval for the role of a foreign terrorist 
organization in the political process in 
Lebanon. Sadly, it legitimizes current 
election law which was constructed by 
the Syrians and imposed on the Leba-
nese people. 

Finally, it undermines the very es-
sence of United Nations Security Coun-
cil Resolution 1559, aimed at truly re-
moving Syria from the Lebanese polit-
ical process. Elections conducted under 
a Syrian-controlled electoral process 

where foreign terrorist organizations 
are allowed to participate without first 
requiring them to lay down their weap-
ons should not be considered ‘‘demo-
cratic’’ by this Chamber. 

Madam Speaker, the United States 
and other responsible nations must en-
courage the Government of Lebanon 
and leading Lebanese policymakers not 
to compromise on their commitment 
to reform the political process by purg-
ing from it the influence of Syria, Iran 
and Hezbollah. Our support for the Leb-
anese people and the pro-democracy 
forces in Lebanon is vital to counter-
balance the pressures surrounding Leb-
anon. 

The brave people of Lebanon con-
tinue to stand against the tyrannical 
regime in Damascus, and they deserve 
nothing less than our support. It is for 
this reason that, despite reservations 
about the implications of some of the 
clauses in this resolution, I will vote 
for this resolution, and ask my col-
leagues to do the same. 

I especially remember Congressman 
LAHOOD being prophetic. Last year I attended 
a White House meeting with the President of 
members of both parties giving reports on 
their recent trips to Iraq. Congressman 
LAHOOD pointed out progress in Iraq, but he 
also stated the public needed reassurance of 
the capture or killing of the al Qaeda leader in 
Iraq, Zawahiri. Just as he concluded, National 
Security Advisor Stephen Hadley, sitting next 
to me, received an important cell call which he 
took and then several hours later could an-
nounce: the butchering beheader Zawahiri had 
been killed by a successful American airstrike. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. ACKERMAN. Madam Speaker, it 
is my pleasure to yield such time as 
she may consume to the gentlewoman 
from Nevada (Ms. BERKLEY). 

Ms. BERKLEY. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today in support of this important 
resolution, and I thank the gentleman 
from New York for his continued lead-
ership on this important issue. We 
often throw around compliments on 
the floor of the House thanking each 
other, but in this case, it is truly war-
ranted. The gentleman from New York 
has been a giant on these issues, and I 
thank him so much for that. 

Lebanon is at a critical juncture in 
its history. On the cusp of upcoming 
elections, it can go the way of democ-
racy; or it can go the way of violence, 
terrorism and dictatorship. We there-
fore must stand side-by-side with the 
forces of democracy in that country 
and protect it from those who seek to 
unfairly and violently influence the re-
sults of their free election. 

Two years ago at the United Nations, 
the world called on Syria to remove its 
troops from Lebanon and recognize 
Lebanon’s independence. While perhaps 
most of Syria’s troops are out of Leb-
anon, its continued dangerous influ-
ence is undeniable. 

Syria’s proxies in Lebanon have 
waged a campaign of terror throughout 
the country against those who oppose 
its interference. They have bombed, 
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they have rioted, they have assas-
sinated, and they have terrorized, and 
it is undeniable Syria’s hand is behind 
it all. 

Iran too has involved itself in Leb-
anon with its support of Hezbollah, a 
terrorist group whose military is 
stronger than the Lebanese Army. Iran 
has threatened unspecified con-
sequences if the anti-Syrian majority 
has the gall to freely elect its own 
president. It has launched attacks 
against Israel to destabilize the region 
and the Lebanese Government. 
Hezbollah continues to bring arms 
shipments in from Iran through Syria 
with impunity. 

Lebanon’s stability could be the key 
to the future of the Middle East. If the 
Lebanese can establish a democracy in 
their country, then it would spread to 
other countries in that region, Syria’s 
influence would be weakened and Iran’s 
plans for regional supremacy and con-
trol would suffer a serious setback. The 
supporters of terrorism know this, 
Madam Speaker. That is why they have 
unleashed this campaign of terror to 
stop Lebanon’s development and influ-
ence its upcoming election. 

We too must unleash our own cam-
paign to support the forces of democ-
racy and freedom and stability. We 
must not let the forces of democracy be 
defeated or intimidated in Lebanon. 
The Middle East hangs in the balance, 
and we must not back away from a 
growing democracy that needs our 
help. 

Madam Speaker, I urge support for 
this resolution. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, I yield such time as 
he may consume to the gentleman 
from Illinois (Mr. LAHOOD), an es-
teemed member of the Committee on 
Appropriations and a distinguished 
American of Lebanese heritage. 

Madam Speaker, prior to yielding, I 
want to note that Mr. LAHOOD has an-
nounced he will not be running for re-
election next year. I want all of us to 
acknowledge that he will truly be 
missed. When I was elected 6 years ago, 
one the first persons I found out who 
has the respect of the Members here is 
indeed RAY LAHOOD. He has made such 
a great difference for the people of the 
United States. 

(Mr. LAHOOD asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

b 1445 

Mr. LAHOOD. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman very much for his 
kind remarks. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
strong support of H. Res. 738, a resolu-
tion that strongly condemns the ongo-
ing campaign of violence and assas-
sination directed towards the people of 
Lebanon and their democratically 
elected government. 

We have all seen the horrific news re-
ports of the assassinations and at-
tempted assassinations of anti-Syrian 
lawmakers in Lebanon. The brave men 

and women who are struggling to move 
Lebanon forward have become targets 
in their own country. Hezbollah and 
the pro-Syrian factions in Lebanon 
know they are in the minority, and 
have begun a desperation campaign to 
kill as many of their opponents as pos-
sible. Members of the parliament have 
had to go into hiding outside of Leb-
anon, and lay their lives on the line 
when they return to conduct govern-
ment business. 

Others in Lebanon have embarked on 
a campaign to delay and obstruct the 
presidential election process, now de-
layed since September, late September 
into October. Rather than face the fact 
that those who wish for Lebanon to be 
independent and free will be successful, 
they choose instead to upend the entire 
political process rather than see de-
mocracy succeed. This was clearly evi-
dent in 2004 when the current president 
of Lebanon had his term extended with 
the help of Syria and other outside 
forces, an act that was quickly con-
demned by the United States and the 
United Nations. Unfortunately, these 
forces continue to try to impose their 
will on Lebanon today. 

The Cedar Revolution in 2005 led to 
the withdrawal of Syrian forces that 
had occupied Lebanon for more than 
three decades. After the withdrawal, 
the government of Prime Minister 
Siniora committed to creating a 
strong, democratic Lebanon, free of oc-
cupation or outside influence. Lebanon 
is fighting many enemies of freedom, 
both within and outside the country. 

As Lebanon prepares for presidential 
elections, hopefully in a few weeks, I 
believe it is vital that we reiterate our 
support for Lebanon and the people of 
Lebanon. This resolution reaffirms our 
support of the many United Nations 
resolutions that condemn Syria and 
Iran for their continued roles in arm-
ing the enemies of a free Lebanon, and 
expresses our appreciation to the many 
countries who have contributed fund-
ing and personnel to the United Na-
tions Interim Force in Lebanon. 

Our Lebanese friends must know that 
we stand beside them as they continue 
to strengthen their government. I want 
to particularly compliment President 
Bush, Secretary Rice, and the whole 
Bush team for the interest they have 
expressed in Lebanon, for the interest 
they have shown in this country and 
their ability to have a democracy and 
to hold elections. 

Last week, the son of Rafiq Hariri 
was in Washington and had an oppor-
tunity to meet with many officials of 
the Congress and of the Bush adminis-
tration. I know he was gratified by the 
support he has received from Congress 
and from the Bush administration. As 
he returned to Lebanon, I know he 
went reassured that our country is 
with Lebanon, that our country is for 
free elections as soon as possible. 

I also want to compliment Speaker 
PELOSI who has personally discussed 
this issue with me and has a great deal 
of interest in Lebanon, and recently 

took the time to travel to Lebanon on 
a recent trip to the Middle East. Her 
interest in this country is something 
that we should all commend. And so I 
urge the adoption of this resolution. 

Mr. ACKERMAN. Madam Speaker, I 
just want to add to the comments by 
our good friend Mr. LAHOOD. He will 
surely be missed in this great Chamber. 
He has added much to the dignity, fair-
ness, objectiveness and to the thought-
fulness of this body. And I hope when 
decency, security and peace does re-
turn to Lebanon, he will be in this 
Chamber with us to share in that mo-
ment. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, I have no more speak-
ers, I urge support for the resolution 
promoting the Cedar Revolution, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. ACKERMAN. Madam Speaker, I 
too want to thank Speaker PELOSI for 
her leadership, for taking her time dur-
ing her trip to the Middle East to visit 
Lebanon, and also to try to talk sense 
to the people in Syria as well. 

Ms. PELOSI. Madam Speaker, the United 
States has a long and deep history of sup-
porting the sovereignty and independence of 
the Lebanese people. That is why we must 
condemn in the strongest terms possible con-
tinued Syrian and Iranian interference in Leba-
nese affairs. 

The Lebanese parliament is currently en-
gaged in the process of selecting a new presi-
dent, a task unfortunately complicated by the 
meddling of outsiders, most notably Syria and 
Iran, and their terrorist proxy in Lebanon, 
Hezbollah. Syrian and Iranian interference in 
Lebanon must be condemned by the inter-
national community in the strongest possible 
terms and it must immediately end. 

The resolution before the House chronicles 
the tragic toll exacted on Lebanon and its peo-
ple by its neighbors. It is a tale of a peaceful 
people seeking a better future who again and 
again have seen their hopes dashed due to 
the cruel and opportunistic machinations of 
Iran and Syria. 

I recently met for the second time this year 
with Sheikh Saad Hariri, the leader of the ma-
jority in the Lebanese parliament, whose fam-
ily has given so much for the freedom of the 
Lebanese people. Mr. Hariri made an eloquent 
appeal for help from the Congress of the 
United States and other parliamentary bodies 
to expose the interference of non-Lebanese 
groups in the selection of Lebanon’s next 
president. I commend the bipartisan leader-
ship of the House Foreign Affairs Committee 
for acting quickly so the House could go on 
record against these tactics before the next 
meeting of the Lebanese parliament later this 
month. 

The politically-motivated violence that has 
been so much a part of Lebanon’s recent his-
tory has not dampened the desire of the Leba-
nese people for self-determination. 

The Cedar Revolution was an eloquent and 
powerful testament to that fact; a fact which 
deserves the respect of all nations. Passage 
of this resolution puts the House squarely on 
the side of the freedom-loving people of Leb-
anon and I urge its adoption. 

Mr. ACKERMAN. I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
CAPPS). The question is on the motion 
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offered by the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. ACKERMAN) that the House 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution, H. Res. 738. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. LAHOOD. Madam Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

25 BY 25 RESOLUTION 

Mr. PETERSON of Minnesota. 
Madam Speaker, I move to suspend the 
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution (H. Con. Res. 25) expressing the 
sense of Congress that it is the goal of 
the United States that, not later than 
January 1, 2025, the agricultural, for-
estry, and working land of the United 
States should provide from renewable 
resources not less than 25 percent of 
the total energy consumed in the 
United States and continue to produce 
safe, abundant, and affordable food, 
feed, and fiber. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The text of the concurrent resolution 
is as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 25 

Whereas the United States has a quantity 
of renewable energy resources that is suffi-
cient to supply a significant portion of the 
energy needs of the United States; 

Whereas the agricultural, forestry, and 
working land of the United States can help 
ensure a sustainable domestic energy sys-
tem; 

Whereas accelerated development and use 
of renewable energy technologies provide nu-
merous benefits to the United States, includ-
ing improved national security, improved 
balance of payments, healthier rural econo-
mies, improved environmental quality, and 
abundant, reliable, and affordable energy for 
all citizens of the United States; 

Whereas the production of transportation 
fuels from renewable energy would help the 
United States meet rapidly growing domes-
tic and global energy demands, reduce the 
dependence of the United States on energy 
imported from volatile regions of the world 
that are politically unstable, stabilize the 
cost and availability of energy, and safe-
guard the economy and security of the 
United States; 

Whereas increased energy production from 
domestic renewable resources would attract 
substantial new investments in energy infra-
structure, create economic growth, develop 
new jobs for the citizens of the United 
States, and increase the income for farm, 
ranch, and forestry jobs in the rural regions 
of the United States; 

Whereas increased use of renewable energy 
is practical and can be cost effective with 
the implementation of supportive policies 
and proper incentives to stimulate markets 
and infrastructure; and 

Whereas public policies aimed at enhanc-
ing renewable energy production and accel-
erating technological improvements will fur-
ther reduce energy costs over time and in-
crease market demand: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That it is the sense of 
Congress that it is the goal of the United 
States that, not later than January 1, 2025, 
the agricultural, forestry, and working land 
of the United States should provide from re-
newable resources not less than 25 percent of 
the total energy consumed in the United 
States and continue to produce safe, abun-
dant, and affordable food, feed, and fiber. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Minnesota (Mr. PETERSON) and the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. GOODLATTE) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Minnesota. 

Mr. PETERSON of Minnesota. 
Madam Speaker, I yield myself such 
time as I may consume. 

I rise today in support of H. Con. Res. 
25, and urge its adoption by the House. 
H. Con. Res. 25 embodies the vision of 
farmers and ranchers who have been 
leaders in renewable energy and land 
conservation activities, and recognizes 
that forestry and agriculture will play 
a leading role in our country’s transi-
tions to energy independence. The 
25x’25 Resolution sets a national en-
ergy independence goal that by the 
year 2025, 25 percent of the total energy 
consumed in the United States should 
come from homegrown, renewable 
sources. 

This resolution has received strong 
bipartisan support, was passed out of 
the House Agriculture Committee 
under my good friend, Mr. GOODLATTE’s 
leadership last year, and again in May 
under the new Congress. The 25x’25 
Resolution has been carefully crafted 
to set national renewable energy pro-
duction targets, while allowing farm-
ers, ranchers, entrepreneurs and indus-
try the flexibility needed to reach 
these important goals. 

Madam Speaker, the new face of en-
ergy security and rural development is 
in the form of a biofuels plant, a gasi-
fier, a windmill, a methane digester or 
any other technology that will reduce 
dependence on foreign energy sources. 
In times of high energy prices, I can 
think of no one better to supply the 
United States with a renewable source 
of energy than the same American 
farmers and ranchers who have pro-
vided the United States and the world 
with an abundance of safe food and 
fiber. 

Expanding the production and the 
use of renewable energy is an impor-
tant priority, not just for agriculture, 
but for the entire country in our pur-
suit of energy independence. The 25x’25 
Coalition has grown over the past sev-
eral years, and now includes endorse-
ments from more than 590 business, 
conservation, agriculture and forestry 
organizations. As renewable energy use 
continues to expand, new innovations, 
including the promising growth of cel-
lulosic ethanol, will not only provide 
for our energy needs; they will also 
produce environmental and conserva-
tion benefits. 

I think the future of energy produc-
tion from agriculture and forestry is 

the most exciting thing that has hap-
pened in rural America in my lifetime. 
The 25x’25 Resolution states our com-
mitment to support the development of 
renewable energy sources. I believe we 
can not only meet but exceed the goal 
of 25 percent by the year 2025. 

But every journey starts with a first 
step, and this resolution is a very im-
portant first step that we can take in 
achieving this energy independence. 

Madam Speaker, I thank my col-
leagues for their support and again 
urge the support of the House for the 
passage of this resolution. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I would first like to 
thank the gentleman from Minnesota, 
the chairman of the committee, for his 
leadership in bringing this resolution 
before the Congress again, and the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania, Mr. 
HOLDEN, for his involvement in this as 
well. 

The resolution, also known as 25x’25, 
recognizes the importance of agri-
culture in meeting our energy needs 
and sets a noble goal for American ag-
riculture: to produce 25 percent of the 
total energy consumed in the United 
States from the renewable resources of 
our agriculture, forestry and working 
lands by the year 2025. 

We have made significant progress in 
developing a robust industry using ag-
ricultural crops as well as animal 
waste to produce ethanol and biodiesel. 
In 2006 alone, the renewable fuels in-
dustry added more than 1.05 billion gal-
lons of new ethanol to the market-
place. It is projected that without any 
new technological breakthroughs, the 
industry already has the potential to 
produce more than 11 billion gallons 
per year within the next decade. 

While the domestic production of en-
ergy has been exciting, there are still 
many renewable energy sources yet to 
be explored and developed. There are a 
wide variety of agricultural products 
and by-products that can be converted 
to clean, renewable energy sources. In 
fact, there are sources of renewable en-
ergy in every one of our 50 States, in-
cluding wind, solar, hydropower and 
biomass. The development of cellulosic 
technology has enormous potential to 
bolster the renewable fuel market in-
side the corn belt and well beyond. 

I am particularly excited about the 
opportunity to use forest biomass as a 
component of our renewable energy 
supply. Forest biomass is plentiful and 
available in many States. Almost two- 
thirds of the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia is forested, as is much of the 
southeastern United States. In fact, 
today we have roughly the same 
amount of forest land as we had 100 
years ago. Trees are an abundant re-
source and are available for conversion 
into both wood products and biofuels 
year-round. 

Every year we grow almost twice as 
much forest biomass as we harvest. 
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This wood and wood waste has the po-
tential to produce enough electricity 
to power 43 million households, or 
enough ethanol to increase our domes-
tic supply by almost 10-fold. As we find 
more ways to use forest biomass in our 
energy supply, we also have the oppor-
tunity to improve forest health, remov-
ing materials that fuel wildfires and in-
sect and disease infestations. 

Renewable energy development can 
create valuable markets for many of 
the waste materials which are cur-
rently a burden on America’s farmers, 
such as animal waste, harvest by-prod-
ucts and damaged crops. Farmers con-
tinue to face steep environmental regu-
lations in handling animal waste, and 
converting this waste into renewable 
fuels is a win-win for farmers and the 
environment. In fact, I would like to 
see the word ‘‘waste’’ taken out of 
American agriculture since almost ev-
erything produced on our farms can be 
used or reused for some other purpose. 

The current tax credits and renew-
able fuels standard, along with the 
phaseout of MTBE, has helped fuel in-
vestment in new ethanol and biodiesel 
plants, and created more markets for 
agriculture products. It is obvious that 
current policies have successfully es-
tablished a thriving, renewable fuels 
market. We should now focus on policy 
that will develop commercial cellulosic 
ethanol and allow new markets to 
drive production. 

b 1500 

New proposed initiatives are ex-
tremely ambitious and can only be 
achieved with contributions from all 
areas of the agriculture sector, includ-
ing grains, plants, trees and wood 
waste, vegetable oil, and animal fat 
and waste. 

The 2002 farm bill included the first- 
ever energy title with programs to help 
renewable fuel producers purchase and 
expand operations and purchase feed-
stocks and also established programs 
to make grants and loans to farmers, 
ranchers and small businesses to pur-
chase renewable energy systems and 
make energy efficiency improvements 
on farming operations. 

The energy title of the House’s 2007 
farm bill builds on the 2002 bill by pro-
viding nearly $3 billion to promote the 
commercial production of cellulosic 
ethanol. These initiatives will help 
farmers and forest owners by creating 
new markets and income opportunities 
to keep them on the land and keep 
their land working. At the same time, 
greater focus on cellulosic feedstocks 
can reduce our reliance on corn for re-
newable fuels. 

Increased development of renewable 
energy opens new markets for our Na-
tion’s producer; provides consumers 
with a safe, sustainable, environ-
mentally friendly and renewable source 
of energy; and decreases our Nation’s 
dependency on foreign oil. 

25x’25 is a vision we can all get be-
hind, as 600 groups already have, in-
cluding agriculture and forestry 

groups, as well as business and environ-
mental organizations. Over 20 of our 
Nation’s Governors, along with 72 bi-
partisan cosponsors in the House, have 
recognized that this is a goal, though 
challenging, that is worth striving for. 

I encourage my colleagues to join us 
in recognizing the important role 
American agriculture plays in domes-
tic energy production and work with us 
to turn the goal of 25x’25 into a reality. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. PETERSON of Minnesota. 
Madam Speaker, I yield such time as 
he may consume to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. HOLDEN), the 
chairman of the Conservation, Credit, 
Energy, and Research Subcommittee. 

Mr. HOLDEN. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the chairman for yielding me 
time and thank him for his leadership 
and that of Mr. GOODLATTE, leadership 
in his role as ranking member and 
former chairman of the committee, on 
this very important issue. 

Madam Speaker, we have an energy 
crisis in this country, and we need to 
take advantage of our own natural re-
sources. This piece of legislation before 
us today is going to address the re-
sources under our jurisdiction as mem-
bers of the Ag Committee, but I would 
be negligent as a proud son of the coal 
regions of Pennsylvania, the anthracite 
coal fields, if I didn’t mention that I 
hope that future pieces of legislation 
that come before this body also address 
the opportunity of coal-to-liquid, how 
we need to take advantage of the vast 
resources that we have in coal in this 
country. 

I would say to those who criticize the 
environmental aspects of coal-to-liquid 
to just come to my home in St. Clair, 
Pennsylvania, in Schuykill County and 
look at 200-to 300-foot comb banks, 
waste coal, that can be cleaned up and 
made into liquid fuel. So I hope in fu-
ture proceedings before this House 
we’re able to address that. 

But I stand here proudly as a member 
of the Ag Committee and chairman of 
the Energy Subcommittee, in coopera-
tion with my chairman and ranking 
member, to support this legislation. 

As was mentioned by the chairman 
and the ranking member, we have an 
abundance of agriculture resources 
that we need to take advantage of in 
this country; and if we do not, we will 
remain to be dependent on the smooth, 
continuous flow of oil out of the Per-
sian Gulf and Mexico and Venezuela. 
We have an opportunity to do some-
thing beginning today. 

As we were writing the 2007 Ag bill, 
members of my subcommittee, we trav-
eled to Penn State, to NC State, to the 
USDA labs and looked at the research 
that is being done on cellulosic ethanol 
and biodiesel; and when you look at the 
possibilities of the entire country, not 
one region excluding another, having 
the ability to participate in a move to-
wards energy independence, when we 
look at cellulosic ethanol or biodiesel 
in the feedstocks that are so abundant, 

it’s absolutely imperative that we take 
advantage of those and pass this legis-
lation today. 

As the ranking member mentioned, 
in the energy title we have in excess of 
a $2 billion loan guarantee program to 
help this infant industry take hold and 
allow the people on Wall Street, the in-
vestors, the private sector to be part-
ners with the government as we move 
this forward. 

So, Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
strong support of this legislation and 
urge its adoption. 

Mr. PETERSON of Minnesota. 
Madam Speaker, I am pleased to yield 
such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. 
KAGEN), a new member of our com-
mittee who has been a leader on this 
issue as well as many others. 

Mr. KAGEN. Madam Speaker, I 
thank Chairman PETERSON and thank 
Ranking Member GOODLATTE for allow-
ing me to participate on a bipartisan 
committee, a committee whose exam-
ple should be followed by the remain-
der of this Chamber. It has been a great 
pleasure for me to participate on this 
Agriculture Committee. 

My home State of Wisconsin has been 
a leader on this issue of renewable en-
ergy. Why? Because we need an energy 
policy today that is not put together 
behind closed doors but out in the 
open, in a committee forum and here 
on the House floor. 

Wisconsin has established its own re-
newable energy standard of 10 percent 
renewable by 2015, and judging by to-
day’s oil price that may reach $85 per 
barrel, it can’t come too soon. 

This resolution of 25x’25, which I’m a 
proud cosponsor of, indicates our Na-
tion’s desire to become energy inde-
pendent. By declaring our intent to 
provide 25 percent of our Nation’s en-
ergy from renewable sources by 2025, 
we’re taking a critical step in securing 
the energy and environmental needs of 
our future generations. 

As a member of the Ag Committee, I 
know the potential of our farms, the 
potential of our forests, especially in 
northern Wisconsin, and the potential 
of our working lands across the coun-
try. If we achieve the goals outlined in 
this resolution, we will not only pro-
vide for our Nation’s energy require-
ments, but we’ll also develop innova-
tive industries and supply countless 
numbers of new jobs in this developing 
field of renewable energy and at the 
same time will continue to guarantee 
that we will all serve our Nation well 
as a leader in the world. 

Madam Speaker, it is no surprise 
today that we need a new energy pol-
icy, and this is a great start to a great 
new beginning. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Madam Speaker, I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. PETERSON of Minnesota. 
Madam Speaker, I am now pleased to 
yield such time as she may consume to 
the gentlelady from South Dakota (Ms. 
HERSETH SANDLIN) who has been a lead-
er on renewable energy in her State 
and in the country for a long time. 
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Ms. HERSETH SANDLIN. Madam 

Speaker, I thank the gentleman from 
Minnesota for yielding. 

I rise today in strong support of 
House Concurrent Resolution 25, com-
monly referred to by my constituents, 
and it sounds like the constituents of 
many others, as 25x’25. I’m an original 
cosponsor of this resolution, and I com-
mend Chairman PETERSON and Ranking 
Member GOODLATTE for their superb 
leadership on advancing this important 
resolution, on the overall issue of ad-
vancing renewable energy in American 
agriculture, and for their efforts in 
bringing this legislation to the floor 
today. 

This resolution is as bold as it is 
straightforward. It simply states the 
United States expects our Nation’s ag-
ricultural, forestry and working land 
to provide from renewable resources 
and sustainable resources not less than 
25 percent of total U.S. energy con-
sumption by 2025, while continuing to 
produce the world’s safest, most abun-
dant, most affordable food and feed. 
This goal is both exciting and achiev-
able, and rural America stands ready 
to assume the challenge. Today’s reso-
lution compels us as a Nation to con-
sider, to devise, and to implement a 
strategy for realizing this critical goal. 

In recent years, we’ve taken impor-
tant incremental steps in support of re-
newable energy. The most significant 
and positive example of this commit-
ment was the passage of the Energy 
Policy Act of 2005, which contained the 
first-ever renewable fuel standard, long 
advocated by Chairman PETERSON and 
many others in this Chamber and in 
the Senate, a national mandate for the 
usage of renewable energy; and it has 
been a resounding success. 

In 2004, we produced less than 3.5 bil-
lion gallons of ethanol in the United 
States. By the end of this calendar 
year, we’ll have the capacity to 
produce more than 7 billion gallons of 
clean, renewable, domestically grown 
ethanol in this country. 

This forward-looking and innovative 
policy has enabled the U.S. ethanol in-
dustry to more than double its produc-
tion capacity in only 3 years; and the 
benefits to the economy, to consumers 
and to the environment have been tre-
mendous; and as the ranking member 
noted, with the advancements in cel-
lulosic ethanol, every region of the 
country will soon benefit as so many 
States have already done. 

According to a recent study by 
LECG, a global expert services firm, 
the combination of spending for annual 
operations, ethanol transportation and 
capital spending for new plants under 
construction added $41.9 billion of gross 
output to the American economy in 
2006 alone, over $1 billion of that in my 
home State of South Dakota. Even 
more important, much of this eco-
nomic benefit has been realized by 
small communities in rural areas that 
have faced considerable economic chal-
lenges in recent decades. 

Moreover, oil imports are the single 
largest component of our Nation’s ex-

panding trade deficit. The production 
of nearly 5 billion gallons of ethanol in 
2006 means that last year the U.S. im-
ported 206 million fewer barrels of oil, 
valued at more than $11 billion, than 
would have been the case without eth-
anol. 

Finally, the environmental benefits 
of using renewable fuels abound. The 
use of 10 percent ethanol blends re-
duces greenhouse gas emissions by 12 
to 19 percent compared with conven-
tional gasoline. Ethanol reduces tail-
pipe carbon monoxide emissions by as 
much as 30 percent, and tailpipe fine 
particulate matter emissions by as 
much as 50 percent. In 2004 alone, eth-
anol use in the U.S. reduced CO2-equiv-
alent greenhouse gas emissions by 
more than 7 million tons, equal to re-
moving the annual emissions of more 
than 1 million cars from the road. 

That’s why this resolution and this 
entire debate are so important. Con-
gress is currently considering new en-
ergy policy legislation, providing us an 
opportunity to build on the policies of 
2 years ago. In the coming weeks, I’m 
hopeful that we’ll finalize this energy 
bill and send it to the President, but 
we must take this opportunity to be 
bold. 

The final bill should certainly con-
tain initiatives to promote energy con-
servation, but it must also require that 
we increase our domestic production of 
renewable energy, both in the elec-
tricity sector and in the transportation 
sector. 

The success of our initial renewable 
energy mandate indicates the wisdom 
of that policy and demonstrates the 
need to be even bolder, even more for-
ward looking and even more com-
mitted to achieving energy independ-
ence in this country. 

This resolution today clearly out-
lines an appropriately aggressive goal 
for our country over the next 18 years 
and recognizes the role of American ag-
riculture, and I look forward to work-
ing with my colleagues to making the 
aspirations a reality. 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Madam Speaker, I 
have no further speakers at this time, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. PETERSON of Minnesota. 
Madam Speaker, I just want to again 
thank my good friend Mr. GOODLATTE 
for his leadership on this issue and the 
rest of the members of our committee 
who have worked very hard. We’ve pro-
duced a farm bill that is going to do 
our part in getting this country off of 
energy independence. 

I also want to thank our leadership, 
especially Speaker PELOSI for her lead-
ership on this issue. 

As I said, we have a tremendous op-
portunity in rural America and agri-
culture with this whole effort to get 
energy independent in this country, 
and this resolution will help us by es-
tablishing that goal. 

In Minnesota, where I’m proud to be 
from, we have led the way. I was just at 
a grand opening on Friday of a new 

plant that’s turning turkey manure 
into electricity, and we have had man-
dates in Minnesota in ethanol and bio-
diesel, electricity, and it works. 

We’ve had a tremendous economic 
development that’s come about because 
of the renewable energy industry that 
we’ve developed in Minnesota. So we’re 
proud on the Ag Committee of our 
work, and we urge our colleagues to 
join us in supporting H. Con. Res. 25. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today in strong support of H. 
Con. Res. 25, expressing the sense of Con-
gress that it is the goal of the United States 
that, not later than January 1, 2025, the agri-
cultural, forestry, and working land of the 
United States should provide from renewable 
resources not less than 25 percent of the total 
energy consumed in the United States and 
continue to produce safe, abundant, and af-
fordable food, feed, and fiber. I am proud to 
join over 70 of my colleagues in cosponsoring 
this important legislation. I would like to thank 
my distinguished colleague Congressman PE-
TERSON for introducing this bill, as well for his 
leadership on this issue as the Chairman of 
the Agriculture Committee. 

Madam Speaker, the issue of energy is not 
only a critical economic issue, it is an urgent 
national security issue which has reached cri-
sis proportions. With gasoline prices at record 
levels, the American people are suffering for 
our dependence on foreign oil. 

In addition to being from the energy capital 
of the world, for the past 12 years I have been 
the Chair of the Energy Braintrust of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus. During this time, I 
have hosted a variety of energy braintrusts de-
signed to bring in all of the relevant players 
ranging from environmentalists to producers of 
energy from a variety of sectors including coal, 
electric, natural gas, nuclear, oil, and alter-
native energy sources as well as energy pro-
ducers from West Africa. My energy 
braintrusts were designed to be a call of ac-
tion to all of the sectors who comprise the 
American and international energy industry, to 
the African American community, and to the 
nation as a whole. 

Energy is the lifeblood of every economy, 
especially ours. Producing more of it leads to 
more good jobs, cheaper goods, lower fuel 
prices, and greater economic and national se-
curity. Bringing together thoughtful yet dis-
parate voices to engage each other on the 
issue of energy independence has resulted in 
the beginning of a transformative dialectic 
which can ultimately result in reforming our 
energy industry to the extent that we as a na-
tion achieve energy security and energy inde-
pendence. 

This Congress has demonstrated its com-
mitment to taking our Nation in a new direc-
tion, toward energy security and away from 
dependence on foreign oil. Today, we are con-
sidering legislation, known as the ‘‘25 by ’25 
proposal,’’ that expresses the sense of Con-
gress that the goal of the U.S. is that Amer-
ica’s farms, forests, and ranches provide 25% 
of the total energy consumed in America from 
renewable resources by 2025, while con-
tinuing to produce safe, abundant, and afford-
able food, feed, and fiber. 

Madam Speaker, we live in a nation of ex-
traordinary resources. As world oil prices con-
tinue to soar, now reaching a record $86 per 
barrel, it is vital that harness our vast re-
sources here at home. This legislation lays out 
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an ambitious goal, one which will require inno-
vation and new thinking about national prior-
ities. However, I believe that the goal of pro-
ducing 25% of America’s energy from renew-
able resources is well worth aiming for. 

Renewable energy can be harnessed in 
every one of America’s 50 States. It can come 
from resources including wind, solar, hydro-
power, and biofuels, and it is currently the 
fastest growing energy sector. In particular, 
ethanol introduces the possibility that we can 
produce 25% of our projected gasoline use in 
2025 from farm and forest resources, including 
many waste materials. 

Both the House and the Senate have taken 
an important first step toward achieving this 
critical goal by passing comprehensive and bi-
partisan energy security measures. These ini-
tiatives have included critical proposals aimed 
at reducing our dependence on foreign oil; 
lowering energy costs through greater effi-
ciency, cleaner energy, and smarter tech-
nology; creating new American jobs; and re-
ducing global warming. 

Madam Speaker, the legislation we are con-
sidering today has the support of a broad 
range of farm organizations, along with lead-
ers from business, labor, conservation, envi-
ronmental, and religious groups. It sets an am-
bitious but achievable goal, and will make im-
portant strides toward achieving energy inde-
pendence. I strongly urge my colleagues to 
join me in supporting this legislation. 

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Madam Speaker, I am 
pleased to be an original cosponsor of H. Con. 
Res. 25, which calls for 25 percent of Amer-
ica’s energy supply to come from agriculture 
and rural based renewable energy sources by 
2025. This 25x25 approach is a worthy goal. 

Renewable energy holds wonderful promise 
for rural America, which can benefit exponen-
tially from these trends. Production of renew-
able fuels and renewable energy meets mul-
tiple policy objectives. It decreases America’s 
reliance on foreign sources of energy, creates 
new farm income, and fosters good steward-
ship of resources. 

Clearly, Nebraska is a leader in America’s 
renewable energy future. We will soon be the 
second leading producer of ethanol in the Na-
tion, and we are home to cutting edge tech-
nologies that are producing renewable fuels 
and electricity from wastes at animal feeding 
operations. In addition, developments in bio-
mass and wind energy are very encouraging. 
This kind of innovation will only continue to 
grow as more of America’s energy comes 
from renewable sources. 

Madam Speaker, America’s renewable en-
ergy future is now. This is a very exciting op-
portunity for our farmers to lead the way for 
clean, environmentally-friendly energy produc-
tion. I urge my colleagues to support H. Con. 
Res. 25. 

Mr. PETERSON of Minnesota. 
Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. 
PETERSON) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 25. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. PETERSON of Minnesota. 
Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that all Members may have 5 leg-
islative days in which to revise and ex-
tend their remarks on the concurrent 
resolution just considered. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Minnesota? 

There was no objection. 

f 

LOUISIANA ARMED SERVICES 
VETERANS POST OFFICE 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
pass the bill (H.R. 2089) to designate 
the facility of the United States Postal 
Service located at 701 Loyola Avenue 
in New Orleans, Louisiana, as the 
‘‘Louisiana Armed Services Veterans 
Post Office’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2089 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. LOUISIANA ARMED SERVICES VET-

ERANS POST OFFICE. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 701 
Loyola Avenue in New Orleans, Louisiana, 
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘Lou-
isiana Armed Services Veterans Post Of-
fice’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Louisiana Armed 
Services Veterans Post Office’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

b 1515 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-

er, it is my pleasure to yield such time 
as he might consume to the sponsor of 
this legislation, Representative JEF-
FERSON from Louisiana. 

Mr. JEFFERSON. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today as the sponsor of H.R. 2089 to 
rename the main post office in New Or-
leans from the New Orleans Main Office 
Window Service to the Louisiana 
Armed Services Veterans Memorial 
Post Office. 

I would like to thank Chairman WAX-
MAN for his leadership in bringing this 
bill to the floor today as well as my 
colleague Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, as well 

as fellow members of the Louisiana 
congressional delegation who join me 
as cosponsor of this measure. 

As we approach the commemoration 
of Veterans Day, it is important to 
note that the State of Louisiana has 
made many contributions to each 
branch of our armed services and, by 
extension, to the defense of this Na-
tion. My State of Louisiana is home to 
many proud armed service veterans 
dating from World War I to the present 
military engagement in Iraq. I am 
proud to say that many of my fellow 
Louisianans have volunteered and sac-
rificed as soldiers and as families of 
soldiers in the defense of this great Na-
tion, and it is only appropriate that we 
memorialize them in this significant 
way. Louisiana is home to well over 
370,000 uniformed veterans. This in-
cludes nearly 120,000 who served in 
World War II, 47,000 in the Korean War, 
115,000 in the Vietnam War, and 80,000 
in Desert Storm, the first Gulf War. 

However, simply citing statistics 
does not give a complete picture. It 
doesn’t give a complete picture of the 
sacrifices nor contributions made on 
behalf of the soldiers nor does it detail 
the historical relationship of Louisiana 
and the armed services branches of our 
Nation. It could be easily argued that 
the very battle that propelled America 
onto the world stage as a political and 
military power was fought on January 
8, 1815, just below New Orleans, the 
Battle of New Orleans. Louisiana mili-
tary posts were key supply points for 
the Mexican War of 1848. The Nation’s 
first African American woman to earn 
her star as a general in the U.S. Army 
was Sherian Grace Cadoria, who grew 
up in Marksville, Louisiana, and grad-
uated from my alma mater at Southern 
University in Baton Rouge. 

Louisiana is also home to three 
major military installations, 
Barksdale Air Force Base in Bossier 
City, the Army’s Fort Polk Joint Read-
iness Training Center near Leesville, 
and in my district, the Belle Chase 
naval facility across the Mississippi 
River from New Orleans. Each installa-
tion is an integral part of its respective 
community. Each also employs many 
local residents and has a profound im-
pact on the economy of our State. 

I would be remiss, Madam Speaker, 
were I not to mention the Louisiana 
National Guard, which calls New Orle-
ans home at Jackson Barracks. The 
National Guard has made significant 
contributions within the State as well 
as abroad. During the first Gulf War, 
Louisiana had the highest number of 
guardsmen serving per capita than any 
other State in the Nation. However, 
Louisiana’s contributions to the armed 
services does not come without cost. 
During the current war in Iraq, Lou-
isiana lost more than 100 of its service-
men and women and over 500 have been 
wounded; yet this is not the only area 
in which our armed servicemen and 
women have paid a high price. Unfortu-
nately, some of our veterans have had 
to fight two wars, one abroad and then 
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one back at home. I am very pleased 
this Congress has recognized that to 
some great measure and has done much 
more this year for our veterans than 
ever before. But in my district, where 
the Veterans Administration Hospital 
remains closed, this notion is particu-
larly poignant of two wars. The closure 
of this hospital has left many veterans 
in my district with no choice but to 
travel long distances either to Shreve-
port, Louisiana, or Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, for hospital care. Though the 
Veterans Administration has recently 
announced plans to rebuild a bigger 
and better hospital in New Orleans, and 
I applaud the decision for it is the right 
one, those doors will still not open for 
a few years, leaving many veterans 
with few options. The VA has also suf-
fered through a backlog of 6,000 Vet-
erans Administration claims in Lou-
isiana alone right now. The problem is 
nationwide and it is growing. 

So today, with Veterans Day not far 
off, we honor and recognize our vet-
erans in Louisiana who have paid a 
high price for our collective freedom. 
We do this by memorializing them in 
this significant way and memorializing 
their sacrifices forever by renaming 
the Main Post Office Building in New 
Orleans the Louisiana Armed Services 
Veterans Memorial Post Office. I urge 
passage of this bill. 

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to urge 
passage of H.R. 2089, to designate the 
U.S. Postal Service location at 701 Loy-
ola Avenue in New Orleans as the Lou-
isiana Armed Services Veterans Post 
Office. 

From the Battle of New Orleans in 
the War of 1812, to the Chinese Bandits 
who laid the groundwork for U.S. air 
superiority in the Asian theater in 
World War II, to LTG Russell Honore’s 
leadership of the military response to 
Hurricane Katrina, Louisianans have 
been at the forefront of defending this 
country from the time of its founding 
to this very day. 

Louisiana’s fighters have always 
been known for being a little tougher, 
a little wilder, a little crazier, if you 
will, than their counterparts from else-
where. It made them perfect for some 
missions, but not so perfect for others. 
But the end result always has been 
that they have been quick in the Bayou 
State to take up arms whenever their 
country needed them. 

Consider Claire Chennault. In 1937, 
Chennault, a captain in the U.S. Army 
Air Corps, progenitor of the Air Force, 
resigned his commission to go to China 
on behalf of Madam Chaing Kai-shek to 
help the Chinese build an air force to 
fend off the Japanese. He did not leave 
until World War II ended in 1945. In the 
interim, he helped organize an air force 
that featured strategically located air-
fields and an air raid warning system 
built from scratch that protected all of 
what was then known as Free China. 
Without his work, American air power 
could not have functioned in China. 

Later, Chennault was to describe the 
air raid warning system as a vast spi-
der net of people, radios, telephones, 
and telegraph lines that covered all of 
Free China accessible to enemy air-
craft. In addition to continuous intel-
ligence of enemy attacks, the net 
served to locate and guide lost friendly 
planes, direct aid to friendly pilots who 
had crashed or bailed out, and helped 
guide our technical intelligence ex-
perts to wrecks or crashed enemy air-
craft. 

In other words, something out of 
nothing. The same as the muskets 
Louisianans used to fend off the British 
in New Orleans, and General Honore 
used to help rebuild Louisiana after 
Katrina. It is a tradition well worth 
honoring, and this measure does just 
that. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I might 
consume. 

Madam Speaker, as a Member of the 
House Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform, I am pleased to 
join my colleague in the consideration 
of H.R. 2089, which names a postal fa-
cility in New Orleans, Louisiana, after 
the Louisiana armed services veterans. 

H.R. 2089 which was introduced by 
Representative WILLIAM JEFFERSON on 
May 1, 2007, was reported from the 
Oversight Committee on September 20, 
2007, by voice vote. This measure has 
the support of the entire Louisiana 
congressional delegation. 

Madam Speaker, the Louisiana 
armed services veterans were recog-
nized for their significant contribu-
tions to our country early in the 19th 
and 20th centuries. During the War of 
1812, Louisiana’s veteran troops, which 
included French, Spanish, African, 
Anglo, Creole, and Native American 
people, under General Andrew Jackson, 
decisively defeated the British forces 
on January 8, 1815. This battle forced 
the British to recognize the United 
States’ claim to Louisiana and helped 
establish America as a political and 
military power. 

In the 20th century, the famous Lou-
isiana maneuvers held at Fort Polk, 
Louisiana, in 1940 tested the mettle of 
future World War II Army Generals 
Dwight D. Eisenhower and George Pat-
ton and the soldiers who served under 
their leadership. President Eisenhower 
referred to Louisianan Andrew Jackson 
Higgins as ‘‘the man who won the 
war.’’ In New Orleans, Higgins designed 
and built amphibious landing craft 
that made possible the invasions of 
enemy-held Pacific Islands and the 
coast of France D–Day invasion. 

Rural southeast Louisiana was na-
tive soil for two Marine Corps com-
manders, General John Archer Lejeune 
and General Robert Barrow. The Na-
tion’s first black woman to earn her 
stars as a U.S. Army General, Sherian 
Grace Cadoria, grew up in Marksville, 
Louisiana. 

The Louisiana veterans for centuries 
have served and defended our country 

with exemplary valor and honor. And 
so, Madam Speaker, I commend my 
colleague, Representative WILLIAM 
JEFFERSON, for introducing this legis-
lation and urge its passage. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I yield 

back the balance of my time. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-

er, I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2089. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

NATE DETAMPLE POST OFFICE 
BUILDING 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
pass the bill (H.R. 3297) to designate 
the facility of the United States Postal 
Service located at 950 West Trenton 
Avenue in Morrisville, Pennsylvania, 
as the ‘‘Nate DeTample Post Office 
Building’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3297 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. NATE DETAMPLE POST OFFICE 

BUILDING. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 950 
West Trenton Avenue in Morrisville, Penn-
sylvania, shall be known and designated as 
the ‘‘Nate DeTample Post Office Building’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Nate DeTample Post 
Office Building’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-

er, it is my pleasure to yield such time 
as he might consume to the author of 
this resolution, the sponsor of this leg-
islation, Representative PATRICK MUR-
PHY from Pennsylvania. 
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Mr. PATRICK J. MURPHY of Penn-

sylvania. Madam Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman from Illinois. 

I rise today with pride to honor one 
of our Nation’s finest sons. Nathaniel 
DeTample, Nate to his friends and fam-
ily, Baby Boy to his National Guard 
unit, died in Iraq on August 9, 2005. He 
was 19 years old. 

Nate was an Eagle Scout, an Eagles 
fan, a standout wrestler at Pennsbury 
High School, and a friend to all who 
knew him. Today, we pay tribute. 

Madam Speaker, the legislation be-
fore us today will name the post office 
building in Morrisville, Bucks County, 
Pennsylvania, the Nate DeTample Post 
Office Building. 

I am proud that this will be the first 
Pennsylvania post office named after 
an Iraq war veteran. His name will ap-
pear for all to see at 950 West Trenton 
Avenue, a sign of the spirit we honor. 

Madam Speaker, today we give 
thanks to Nate and to his family for 
their service to our Nation. Nate joined 
the Pennsylvania National Guard to 
serve. He planned to be a police officer 
like his dad, but he never got that 
chance. He was always first in line to 
wrestling practice and always had a 
positive attitude. Bucks County Police 
Chief Ken Coluzzi said Nate was a nice 
boy and a fine young man who was 
going to be outstanding. It seems that 
is who is over there, overseas. There 
are a lot of outstanding young men and 
women who just want to do the right 
thing for their country, outstanding 
young heroes who put their lives on the 
line every single day. 

b 1530 

Nate served in the Pennsylvania Na-
tional Guard’s Alpha Company, 1st 
Battalion, 111 Infantry, a unit that 
proudly traces its roots back to the 
founding of our Nation and the Minute-
men of the Revolutionary War, a rich 
history that Nate honored with his un-
forgettable spirit. 

Madam Speaker, his friend said in 
tribute that Nate was one of the nicest 
guys ever. You never saw him down. 
You didn’t have to meet Nate to know 
what kind of man, what kind of soldier 
he was. 

When it came time for him to be laid 
to rest, scores of people lined the 
streets to say goodbye and to give 
thanks, a true testament to his spirit, 
his sacrifice, and the impact he had on 
the lives that he touched. 

Madam Speaker, Nate’s mom and 
dad, Kim and Glenn, asked at Nate’s 
funeral that all of us pray for Nate’s 
fellow soldiers and their families. 
Today, before this great body, with 
great pride, I repeat their request, and 
ask that we make it our mission to 
honor the fallen and stand up for those 
who are still fighting. 

With his service, Nate DeTample 
showed us true energy, faith, and devo-
tion. His memory will light our world. 

In closing, I want to share how Nate 
signed one of his letters home from 
Iraq: ‘‘Rock Steady, Nate.’’ 

Madam Speaker, I hope my col-
leagues join me in honoring one of 
those rocks of our community, Nate 
DeTample. Rock steady. 

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I yield 
myself as much time as I may con-
sume. 

It is an honor for me to speak today 
about an American hero who showed 
great bravery and loyalty to his coun-
try well beyond his 19 years. 

On August 9, 2005, a roadside bomb 
took the life of Nate DeTample, extin-
guishing his hopes and dreams, an end-
ing to what, by all accounts, was an ex-
emplary life. 

During his high school years, Nate 
DeTample was remembered as an im-
pressive young man and an extremely 
nice guy. 

His personality was such that he al-
ways reached out to others with a 
handshake and asked how they were 
doing. He showed great leadership and 
ability as a wrestler for Pennsbury 
High School. One of his coaches re-
membered him as a hard worker and al-
ways being the first to practice. 

It was Nate’s dream to become a po-
lice officer, much like his father, 
Glenn, a detective for the Lower 
Makefield Police Department. With 
this dream in mind, Nate joined the 
National Guard after he graduated and 
headed off to college at Shippensburg 
University, where he majored in crimi-
nal justice. He was, however, called to 
serve his country before he could com-
plete his first year of study. Some 
might have complained, but Nate be-
lieved in the mission and served to the 
best of his abilities. 

Upon learning of Nate’s death, the 
flag at the Lower Makefield Police De-
partment was flown at half mast. This 
was a fitting tribute for someone who 
paid the ultimate sacrifice for his 
country and his community. It is also 
a fitting tribute that we give the post 
office on West Trenton Avenue in Mor-
risville, Pennsylvania, his name so 
that we may not forget his courage, his 
bravery and the price he paid for us. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that my col-
leagues join me in support of this fit-
ting tribute. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I might 
consume. 

Madam Speaker, as a member of the 
House Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform, I’m pleased to 
join my colleagues in the consideration 
of H.R. 3297, which names the postal fa-
cility in Morrisville, Pennsylvania, 
after Nate DeTample. 

H.R. 3297, which was introduced by 
Representative PATRICK MURPHY on 
August 1, 2007, was reported from the 
Oversight Committee on September 20, 
2007, by voice vote. This measure has 
the support of the entire Pennsylvania 
congressional delegation. 

Madam Speaker, Private First Class 
Nathaniel E. DeTample was killed on 
August 9, 2005, in an attack by small 
arms fire in Beiji, Iraq. The attack oc-

curred while he was investigating a 
rocket-propelled grenade incident. He 
was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 111 
Infantry Regiment, Pennsylvania 
Army National Guard in Philadelphia. 

Private DeTample was a wrestler, an 
Eagle Scout, and a criminal justice 
major at Shippenburg University. He 
was deployed to Iraq in March 2005 for 
the purpose of performing stability and 
support operations in the Beiji area 
north of Baghdad. He served his coun-
try with honor and distinction. 

And so, Madam Speaker, I commend 
my colleague, Representative MURPHY, 
for introducing this legislation, and 
urge its swift passage. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I urge 
all Members to support the passage of 
H.R. 3297, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3297. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

WALLACE S. HARTSFIELD POST 
OFFICE BUILDING 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
pass the bill (H.R. 3572) to designate 
the facility of the United States Postal 
Service located at 4320 Blue Parkway 
in Kansas City, Missouri, as the ‘‘Wal-
lace S. Hartsfield Post Office Build-
ing’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3572 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. WALLACE S. HARTSFIELD POST OF-

FICE BUILDING. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 4320 
Blue Parkway in Kansas City, Missouri, 
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘Wal-
lace S. Hartsfield Post Office Building’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Wallace S. Hartsfield 
Post Office Building’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks. 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 01:38 Oct 16, 2007 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00013 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K15OC7.026 H15OCPT1rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 P
R

O
D

P
C

60
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E

_C
N



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH11510 October 15, 2007 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-

er, it is my pleasure to yield such time 
as he might consume to the sponsor of 
this legislation, Representative EMAN-
UEL CLEAVER of Missouri. 

Mr. CLEAVER. Madam Speaker, I 
very proudly stand here today to rec-
ommend the Reverend Dr. Wallace S. 
Hartsfield, a minister in the Fifth Con-
gressional District, which I very proud-
ly serve, be given the honor of having 
a postal facility named in his honor at 
4320 Blue Parkway in Kansas City, Mis-
souri. All nine members of the Missouri 
delegation have signed on to this bill, 
and they signed on for one real reason. 
It is this: 

Rev. Hartsfield is an American story. 
He was born in Atlanta, Georgia, on 
November 12 in 1929. He was raised by 
his mother. He was the only child and 
yet she worked and struggled and 
pushed him. He eventually graduated 
from high school and then served a 3- 
year tour of duty with the United 
States Army. He returned to this coun-
try and attended Clark College, which 
is now called Clark Atlanta University. 
He received a bachelor’s degree, and 
then he went on to receive a Master’s 
of Divinity at Gammon Theological 
Seminary, which is known as the Inter-
denominational Theological Seminary 
today. He’s received a number of hon-
orary doctorate degrees, and he is rec-
ognized in our community as a man 
who is always going to be where some-
thing good is happening. 

He has been a strong worker in the 
field of diversity. He is a man who has 
been able to bring the clergy together 
from across racial and even religious 
lines. He’s known as the dean of 
preachers in our community, and I 
dubbed him the ‘‘Godfather of Preach-
ers’’ because of the respect he receives 
from members of the clergy. Anytime 
anything in our community is going on 
that is productive and meaningful, you 
can expect to see Rev. Wallace S. 
Hartsfield present. 

This postal designation is the first 
I’ve ever introduced, and one of the 
reasons that I feel strongly about this 
is the post office delivers mail to ev-
eryone, and if you look at the life and 
work of the Reverend Wallace S. 
Hartsfield, that is exactly what he’s 
done. He has delivered ministry, friend-
ship and civic concern to everyone in 
our community, and so a post office, I 
think, is very, very appropriate to bear 
his name. 

And so, Madam Speaker, it would be 
my hope that this body would allow 
our community to celebrate fully his 
retirement at a November 9 banquet, 
during which time I would like to 
proudly announce that the United 
States Congress has named a post of-
fice in his honor. 

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I yield 
myself as much time as I may con-
sume. 

I rise today to pay tribute to Rev. 
Wallace S. Hartsfield, a family man, 
community activist, and man of God. 

Rev. Hartsfield was born in Atlanta, 
Georgia, on November 12, 1929. After a 
3-year tour of duty with the United 
States Army, he went on to receive a 
bachelor of arts degree from Clark Col-
lege, now Clark Atlanta University. 
Three years later, in 1957, he received a 
Master of Divinity degree. 

The list of honorary degrees Rev. 
Hartsfield has earned is long and dis-
tinguished. They include a Doctor of 
Divinity from both Western Baptist 
Bible College in Kansas City, Missouri, 
and Virginia Seminary and College of 
Lyncher, Virginia. 

While his list of academic accom-
plishments is impressive, the work he 
has done since the end of his formal 
education is even more so. His first 
pastorate was in Pickens, South Caro-
lina, and he served in the States of 
Kansas, Florida, and Georgia before 
settling into a position at the Metro-
politan Missionary Baptist Church lo-
cated in Kansas City, Missouri, a place 
he has preached for over 40 years. 

Rev. Hartsfield will retire on Janu-
ary 1, 2008, as senior pastor. During his 
long service to the church, he became 
affectionately known as the dean of 
Kansas City Ministers; and the cospon-
sor of this bill, Mr. CLEAVER, has nick-
named him the Godfather of Preachers 
because of the knowledge he possesses 
and his impressive oratory skills. He 
has become a mentor not only for those 
in the local ministry, but for commu-
nity leaders as well. 

His steadfast dedication to Kansas 
City and the surrounding area have 
helped solidify the community and 
shape it into what it is today. However, 
his leadership and influence have ex-
tended well beyond the boundaries of 
his duty as a minister. He has fought to 
promote, protect, and ensure civil lib-
erties for all races, not only at home 
but across the Nation. And he served as 
president of the greater Kansas City 
chapter of Operation PUSH, an organi-
zation dedicated to the promotion of 
religious and social development and 
human rights. 

He is a former chairman of the Con-
gress of National Black Churches that 
represents over 65,000 churches. He has 
also served in many positions within 
the National Baptist Convention of 
America. 

The reverend was appointed by the 
Governor to serve as commissioner on 
the Missouri Highway Commission and 
was at the forefront of efforts to con-
struct the Metropolitan Homes, a 60- 
unit low-income housing development. 

Despite all of his work and the de-
mands for his time and attention, they 
did not detract from his love for his 
family. The reverend just celebrated 
his 50th anniversary with his wife, Ma-
tilda Hopkins. They are the proud par-
ents of four children. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that my col-
leagues join me, Mr. CLEAVER, and all 
of the members of the Missouri delega-

tion in congratulating Rev. Hartsfield 
on his retirement, wish him well in his 
new endeavors, and join us in sup-
porting the naming of the post office 
facility on Blue Parkway in Kansas 
City in his honor. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

b 1545 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

As a member of the House Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform, 
I am pleased to join my colleague in 
the consideration of H.R. 3572, which 
names a postal facility in Kansas City, 
Missouri, after Wallace S. Hartsfield, 
Sr. 

H.R. 3572, which was introduced by 
Representative EMANUEL CLEAVER on 
September 18, 2007, was reported from 
the Oversight Committee on October 4, 
2007, by voice vote. This measure has 
the support of the entire Missouri con-
gressional delegation. 

Madam Speaker, Rev. Dr. Wallace S. 
Hartsfield, Sr.’s dedication and service 
to the people of Kansas City goes back 
many years. He is a committed com-
munity activist, civil servant, and has 
served as the senior pastor of the Met-
ropolitan Missionary Baptist Church 
since 1972. He is the vice president-at- 
large of the Economic Development 
Commission of the National Baptist 
Convention of America, Incorporated. 
He is a former chairman of the Con-
gress of National Black Churches and 
past president of the General Baptist 
State Convention of Missouri, Kansas, 
and Nebraska. He has served as an ad-
junct professor and guest lecturer at 
numerous colleges and universities. 

Rev. Hartsfield is a well-respected 
man of faith, and on January 1, 2008, he 
will retire as senior pastor of the Met-
ropolitan Missionary Baptist Church. 

So, Madam Speaker, I commend my 
colleague, the Reverend Representative 
EMANUEL CLEAVER, for introducing this 
legislation. I enthusiastically support 
this legislation and urge its passage. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I urge 
all Members to support the passage of 
H.R. 3572. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
CAPPS). The question is on the motion 
offered by the gentleman from Illinois 
(Mr. DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3572. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
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declares the House in recess until 4 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 3 o’clock and 47 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess 
until 4 p.m. today. 

f 

b 1600 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Ms. BERKLEY) at 4 p.m. 

f 

MELANIE BLOCKER-STOKES POST-
PARTUM DEPRESSION RESEARCH 
AND CARE ACT 

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 20) to provide for research on, 
and services for individuals with, 
postpartum depression and psychosis, 
as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 20 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Melanie 
Blocker-Stokes Postpartum Depression Research 
and Care Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

The Congress finds as follows: 
(1) Postpartum depression is a devastating 

mood disorder which strikes many women dur-
ing and after pregnancy. 

(2) Postpartum mood changes are common and 
can be broken into three subgroups: ‘‘baby 
blues’’, which is an extremely common and the 
less severe form of postpartum depression; 
postpartum mood and anxiety disorders, which 
are more severe than baby blues and can occur 
during pregnancy and anytime within the first 
year of the infant’s birth; and postpartum psy-
chosis, which is the most extreme form of 
postpartum depression and can occur during 
pregnancy and up to 12 months after delivery. 

(3) ‘‘Baby blues’’ is characterized by mood 
swings, feelings of being overwhelmed, tearful-
ness, irritability, poor sleep, mood changes, and 
a sense of vulnerability. 

(4) The symptoms of postpartum mood and 
anxiety disorders are the worsening and the 
continuation of the baby blues beyond the first 
days or weeks after delivery. 

(5) The symptoms of postpartum psychosis in-
clude losing touch with reality, distorted think-
ing, delusions, auditory hallucinations, para-
noia, hyperactivity, and rapid speech or mania. 

(6) Each year over 400,000 women suffer from 
postpartum mood changes, with baby blues af-
flicting up to 80 percent of new mothers; 
postpartum mood and anxiety disorders impair-
ing around 10 to 20 percent of new mothers; and 
postpartum psychosis striking 1 in 1,000 new 
mothers. 

(7) Postpartum depression is a treatable dis-
order if promptly diagnosed by a trained pro-
vider and attended to with a personalized regi-
men of care including social support, therapy, 
medication, and when necessary hospitaliza-
tion. 

(8) All too often postpartum depression goes 
undiagnosed or untreated due to the social stig-
ma surrounding depression and mental illness, 
the myth of motherhood, the new mother’s in-
ability to self-diagnose her condition, the new 
mother’s shame or embarrassment over dis-
cussing her depression so near to the birth of 
her child, the lack of understanding in society 

and the medical community of the complexity of 
postpartum depression, and economic pressures 
placed on hospitals and providers. 

(9) Untreated, postpartum depression can lead 
to further depression, substance abuse, loss of 
employment, divorce and further social alien-
ation, self-destructive behavior, or even suicide. 

(10) Untreated, postpartum depression impacts 
society through its effect on the infant’s phys-
ical and psychological development, child abuse, 
neglect, or death of the infant or other siblings, 
and the disruption of the family. 

TITLE I—RESEARCH ON POSTPARTUM 
DEPRESSION AND PSYCHOSIS 

SEC. 101. EXPANSION AND INTENSIFICATION OF 
ACTIVITIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Health and 
Human Services, acting through the Director of 
the National Institutes of Health and the Direc-
tor of the National Institute of Mental Health 
(in this title referred to as the ‘‘Institute’’), is 
encouraged to continue aggressive work on 
postpartum depression and postpartum psy-
chosis. 

(b) COORDINATION WITH OTHER INSTITUTES.— 
The Director of the Institute should continue to 
coordinate activities of the Director under sub-
section (a) with similar activities conducted by 
the other national research institutes and agen-
cies of the National Institutes of Health to the 
extent that such Institutes and agencies have 
responsibilities that are related to postpartum 
conditions. 

(c) PROGRAMS FOR POSTPARTUM CONDI-
TIONS.—In carrying out subsection (a), the Di-
rector of the Institute is encouraged to continue 
research to expand the understanding of the 
causes of, and to find a cure for, postpartum 
conditions. Activities under such subsection 
shall include conducting and supporting the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Basic research concerning the etiology and 
causes of the conditions. 

(2) Epidemiological studies to address the fre-
quency and natural history of the conditions 
and the differences among racial and ethnic 
groups with respect to the conditions. 

(3) The development of improved screening 
and diagnostic techniques. 

(4) Clinical research for the development and 
evaluation of new treatments, including new bi-
ological agents. 

(5) Information and education programs for 
health care professionals and the public. 
SEC. 102. NATIONAL PUBLIC AWARENESS CAM-

PAIGN. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Director of the National 

Institutes of Health and the Administrator of 
the Health Resources and Services Administra-
tion are encouraged to carry out a coordinated 
national campaign to increase the awareness 
and knowledge of postpartum depression and 
postpartum psychosis. 

(b) PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS.—Activi-
ties under the national campaign under sub-
section (a) may include public service announce-
ments through television, radio, and other 
means. 
SEC. 103. BIENNIAL REPORTING. 

Section 403(a)(5) of the Public Health Service 
Act (42 U.S.C. 283(a)(5)) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating subparagraph (L) as sub-
paragraph (M); and 

(2) by inserting after subparagraph (K) the 
following: 

‘‘(L) Depression.’’. 
SEC. 104. LONGITUDINAL STUDY OF RELATIVE 

MENTAL HEALTH CONSEQUENCES 
FOR WOMEN OF RESOLVING A PREG-
NANCY. 

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that the Director of the Institute may 
conduct a nationally representative longitudinal 
study (during the period of fiscal years 2008 
through 2018) of the relative mental health con-
sequences for women of resolving a pregnancy 
(intended and unintended) in various ways, in-

cluding carrying the pregnancy to term and 
parenting the child, carrying the pregnancy to 
term and placing the child for adoption, mis-
carriage, and having an abortion. This study 
may assess the incidence, timing, magnitude, 
and duration of the immediate and long-term 
mental health consequences (positive or nega-
tive) of these pregnancy outcomes. 

(b) REPORT.—Beginning not later than 3 years 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, and 
periodically thereafter for the duration of the 
study under subsection (a), the Director of the 
Institute should prepare and submit to the Con-
gress reports on the findings of the study. 
TITLE II—DELIVERY OF SERVICES RE-

GARDING POSTPARTUM DEPRESSION 
AND PSYCHOSIS 

SEC. 201. ESTABLISHMENT OF PROGRAM OF 
GRANTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Health and 
Human Services (in this title referred to as the 
‘‘Secretary’’) should in accordance with this 
title make grants to provide for projects for the 
establishment, operation, and coordination of 
effective and cost-efficient systems for the deliv-
ery of essential services to individuals with 
postpartum depression or postpartum psychosis 
(referred to in this section as a ‘‘postpartum 
condition’’) and their families. 

(b) RECIPIENTS OF GRANTS.—A grant under 
subsection (a) may be made to an entity only if 
the entity is a public or nonprofit private entity, 
which may include a State or local government; 
a public or nonprofit private hospital, commu-
nity-based organization, hospice, ambulatory 
care facility, community health center, migrant 
health center, or homeless health center; or any 
other appropriate public or nonprofit private en-
tity. 

(c) CERTAIN ACTIVITIES.—To the extent prac-
ticable and appropriate, the Secretary shall en-
sure that projects under subsection (a) provide 
services for the diagnosis and management of 
postpartum conditions. Activities that the Sec-
retary may authorize for such projects may also 
include the following: 

(1) Delivering or enhancing outpatient and 
home-based health and support services, includ-
ing case management, screening, and com-
prehensive treatment services for individuals 
with or at risk for postpartum conditions; and 
delivering or enhancing support services for 
their families. 

(2) Delivering or enhancing inpatient care 
management services that ensure the well-being 
of the mother and family and the future devel-
opment of the infant. 

(3) Improving the quality, availability, and or-
ganization of health care and support services 
(including transportation services, attendant 
care, homemaker services, day or respite care, 
and providing counseling on financial assist-
ance and insurance) for individuals with 
postpartum conditions and support services for 
their families. 

(d) INTEGRATION WITH OTHER PROGRAMS.—To 
the extent practicable and appropriate, the Sec-
retary should integrate the program under this 
title with other grant programs carried out by 
the Secretary, including the program under sec-
tion 330 of the Public Health Service Act. 
SEC. 202. CERTAIN REQUIREMENTS. 

A grant may be made under section 201 only 
if the applicant involved makes the following 
agreements: 

(1) Not more than 5 percent of the grant will 
be used for administration, accounting, report-
ing, and program oversight functions. 

(2) The grant will be used to supplement and 
not supplant funds from other sources related to 
the treatment of postpartum conditions. 

(3) The applicant will abide by any limitations 
deemed appropriate by the Secretary on any 
charges to individuals receiving services pursu-
ant to the grant. As deemed appropriate by the 
Secretary, such limitations on charges may vary 
based on the financial circumstances of the in-
dividual receiving services. 
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(4) The grant will not be expended to make 

payment for services authorized under section 
201(a) to the extent that payment has been 
made, or can reasonably be expected to be made, 
with respect to such services— 

(A) under any State compensation program, 
under an insurance policy, or under any Fed-
eral or State health benefits program; or 

(B) by an entity that provides health services 
on a prepaid basis. 

(5) The applicant will, at each site at which 
the applicant provides services under section 
201(a), post a conspicuous notice informing indi-
viduals who receive the services of any Federal 
policies that apply to the applicant with respect 
to the imposition of charges on such individuals. 
SEC. 203. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE. 

The Secretary may provide technical assist-
ance to assist entities in complying with the re-
quirements of this title in order to make such en-
tities eligible to receive grants under section 201. 

TITLE III—GENERAL PROVISIONS 
SEC. 301. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

To carry out this Act and the amendments 
made by this Act, there are authorized to be ap-
propriated— 

(1) $3,000,000 for fiscal year 2008; and 
(2) such sums as may be necessary for fiscal 

years 2009 and 2010. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. FOSSELLA) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Wisconsin. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on the bill under 
consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Wisconsin? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port of H.R. 20, the Melanie Blocker- 
Stokes Postpartum Depression Re-
search and Care Act of 2007. 

The birth of a child can be a joyous 
and exciting time, but following child-
birth, some women may experience 
postpartum disorders that can ad-
versely affect a woman’s mental 
health. According to the American Col-
lege of Obstetricians and Gyne-
cologists, about 10 percent of new 
moms experience postpartum depres-
sion, a form of depression that can de-
velop within the first 6 months after 
giving birth. 

For women with postpartum depres-
sion, feelings such as sadness, anxiety, 
and restlessness can be so strong that 
they interfere with daily tasks. Rarely, 
a more extreme form of depression 
known as postpartum psychosis can de-
velop. Postpartum depression and psy-
chosis can have an adverse effect on a 
woman’s mental health and impair 
their ability to bond with their new-
born child. 

The legislation before us today will 
go a long way towards helping to in-
crease awareness of postpartum depres-

sion and psychosis. H.R. 20 encourages 
the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services and the Director of the Na-
tional Institutes of Health to expand 
and intensify research on postpartum 
depression and to conduct and support 
research in an effort to find a cure for 
postpartum depression and psychosis. 

Furthermore, this legislation encour-
ages the NIH to carry out a national 
campaign to increase awareness of 
postpartum depression, and it directs 
Health and Human Services to make 
grants to help with coordinating the ef-
fective delivery of essential services to 
individuals with postpartum depres-
sion, as well as their families. 

I would like to extend a special 
thank you to our Commerce, Trade and 
Consumer Protection Subcommittee 
chairman, Mr. RUSH, who has cham-
pioned this bill’s cause. His commit-
ment to ensuring that women who suf-
fer from postpartum depression better 
understand their condition and have 
access to the resources that they need 
has been unwavering. I commend him 
for his hard work, and I urge all of my 
colleagues to join me in supporting 
this life-saving legislation. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. FOSSELLA. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of H.R. 20, the Melanie Blocker- 
Stokes Postpartum Depression Re-
search and Care Act, and join my col-
leagues in commending Mr. RUSH for 
bringing the bill to the floor. 

As has been mentioned, the bill high-
lights the need to increase awareness 
of postpartum depression and expand 
the knowledge of its terrible side ef-
fects. 

It’s important to note that as many 
as 80 percent of women experience 
some mood disturbances after preg-
nancy, and for most women the symp-
toms are mild and go away on their 
own; but 10 to 20 percent of women de-
velop a more disabling form of mood 
disorder called postpartum depression. 

This legislation encourages the con-
tinuation of research being done by 
Federal agencies as to the cause of 
postpartum depression and how it can 
be better treated. And with my col-
leagues, I stand in support of the legis-
lation and hope my colleagues will join 
me. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I am 
pleased to yield 7 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Illinois, the bill’s author, 
Mr. RUSH. 

Mr. RUSH. Madam Speaker, I want 
to thank the gentlelady from Wis-
consin for yielding me this time on this 
very important matter. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
strong support of H.R. 20, the Melanie 
Blocker-Stokes Postpartum Depression 
Research and Care Act. 

I would like to thank Chairman DIN-
GELL; Ranking Member BARTON; my 

colleague, Congressman PITTS; and the 
members of the Energy and Commerce 
Committee who unanimously sup-
ported this legislation’s passage out of 
committee. 

Madam Speaker, after 6 long, ardu-
ous years, today marks an important 
step in the protracted journey for Con-
gress to recognize postpartum depres-
sion as a national priority. I am so 
proud that nearly 130 bipartisan co-
sponsors have united with me today to 
say no longer will postpartum depres-
sion be dismissed as mere ‘‘baby 
blues.’’ 

By passing H.R. 20, Congress will fi-
nally put significant money and atten-
tion into research, screening, treat-
ment, and education for mothers suf-
fering from this disease. 

Sadly, Madam Speaker, I was moved 
to author H.R. 20 after watching the 
news accounts of the missing Melanie 
Stokes, a new mother, a successful 
businesswoman, and my constituent. 
Despite her family’s valiant interven-
tions, Melanie’s psychosis was so se-
vere that she slipped away from her 
family and from her friends and trag-
ically ended her life. 

Afterwards, I reached out to 
Melanie’s mother, Carol Blocker, and 
was told of her daughter’s diagnosis 
and suicide that occurred as a result of 
postpartum psychosis. And sometime 
later, Madam Speaker, I talked with 
Dr. Nada Stotland of the American 
Psychiatric Association, who is an-
other constituent of mine, and she de-
tailed the value in additional research. 
And she discussed the underreporting 
and mixed diagnosis of postpartum de-
pression and psychosis in our country. 

There is no denying, the needs for re-
sources to combat postpartum depres-
sion grow more and more and more 
each year. Here are the facts, Madam 
Speaker: 

Research indicates that some form of 
postpartum depression affects approxi-
mately one in 1,000 new mothers, re-
sulting in up to 800,000 cases annually. 
Of the new postpartum cases this year, 
less than 15 percent of mothers will re-
ceive treatment. However, with treat-
ment, over 90 percent of these mothers 
could overcome their depression. And 
approximately every 50 seconds, a new 
mother will begin struggling with the 
affects of mental illness. 

Madam Speaker, these facts are pro-
found. And in the words of Carol 
Blocker, ‘‘Hundreds of thousands of 
women who have suffered from 
postpartum depression and psychosis 
are still waiting for this Congress to 
act 6 years after the legislation has 
been introduced.’’ 

Madam Speaker, I want to thank you 
for this day, because today Ms. Blocker 
and hundreds of thousands of mothers 
will not have to wait any longer for 
Congress to act. 

My legislation, to sum it up, would 
encourage the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services to further research at 
the National Institutes of Health on 
postpartum depression. 
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My legislation would also finance a 

national public awareness campaign to 
bring this illness out of the dark and 
shed new light on how to screen and 
treat mothers. It would also add de-
pression to the biennial report the Na-
tional Institutes of Health must sub-
mit to the Congress. 

Lastly, my bill will finance much- 
needed grants to public and nonprofit 
organizations to establish and operate 
programs that provide screening, treat-
ment and various health care and sup-
port services to individuals with 
postpartum depression or postpartum 
psychosis. 

Moreover, Madam Speaker, this bill 
is an affordable approach to research 
and services. The CBO estimates that 
H.R. 20 costs less than $500,000 per year, 
and $18 million over 5 years. 

This is good policy, Madam Speaker. 
This is good politics. And this is a good 
public health bill. 

I want to take a moment, Madam 
Speaker, just to thank the many orga-
nizations and groups, groups like 
Postpartum Support International, 
whose president right now sits in the 
gallery, Ms. Susan Stone; the Family 
Mental Health Foundation; the Amer-
ican Psychological Association; the 
American Psychiatric Association; the 
American College of Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists; and groups like the 
Children’s Defense Fund, the Melanie 
Blocker-Stokes Foundation, Suicide 
Prevention Action Network, Planned 
Parenthood Federation of America De-
pression and Bipolar Support Alliance, 
the Mental Health Alliance, NARAL, 
so many organizations, including the 
National Alliance for Mental Illness, 
the Community Behavioral Healthcare 
Association, and the March of Dimes. I 
want to thank these individuals and 
various activists for their testimony at 
hearings, for their support, and for 
their participation. 

Madam Speaker, lastly, I want to 
thank the Members of this Congress, 
those who, when I asked to become co-
sponsors, they indicated that they were 
familiar because they had personal in-
volvement, this dreaded disease has 
touched them personally; and I want to 
thank them for their support. 

Madam Speaker, I urge that this 
body pass this much-needed legislation, 
that this body, indeed, give women the 
help that they need in fighting this 
very, very difficult disease. 

Mr. FOSSELLA. Madam Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, in 
closing, I wish to urge my colleagues to 
support this important bill. As we have 
heard, postpartum depression is a very 
serious women’s health issue. This bill 
will raise awareness about postpartum 
depression and will further research in 
an effort to find a cure. 

b 1615 

Again I want to commend my col-
league (Mr. RUSH) for his incredibly 
hard work on this bill, and I urge my 
colleagues to support its passage. 

Ms. RICHARDSON. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to support H.R. 20, the Melanie Blocker- 
Stokes Postpartum Depression Research and 
Care Act. 

Postpartum depression is a serious mental 
health problem that can have significant con-
sequences for both the new mother and fam-
ily. Statistics show up to 800,000 women an-
nually develop this diagnosable prenatal mood 
disorder; shockingly, less than 15 percent of 
mothers will receive treatment for the disease. 

In California, the results from a 2004 Cali-
fornia Women’s Health 2007 study indicated 
that younger females were most at risk for 
postpartum depression. Females 19 and 
younger had rates of risk of more than 20 per-
cent: woman 35 and older had the lowest rate, 
6.4 percent. In California, woman who are 
young and/or without health insurance would 
benefit most from the screening, counseling, 
diagnosis, and treatment for postpartum de-
pression that this legislation authorizes. 

H.R. 20, the Melanie Blocker-Stokes 
Postpartum Depression Research and Care 
Act, would ensure that woman at risk for or 
with postpartum depression are provided ade-
quate and timely prevention and mental health 
services. 

If we are to have any hope of preventing 
deaths among new mothers and children from 
this disease, we must identify ways by which 
we can effectively treat and prevent 
postpartum psychosis. 

I extend my gratitude and thanks to Rep-
resentative RUSH for bringing this important 
piece of legislation to the House. His commit-
ment to this issue is commendable. 

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I 
yield back the remainder of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Wisconsin (Ms. 
BALDWIN) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 20, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

ALS REGISTRY ACT 

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 2295) to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to provide for the 
establishment of an Amyotrophic Lat-
eral Sclerosis Registry, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2295 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘ALS Registry 
Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress makes the following findings: 
(1) Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (referred to 

in this section as ‘‘ALS’’) is a fatal, progressive 

neurodegenerative disease that affects motor 
nerve cells in the brain and the spinal cord. 

(2) The average life expectancy for a person 
with ALS is 2 to 5 years from the time of diag-
nosis. 

(3) The cause of ALS is not well understood. 
(4) There is only one drug currently approved 

by the Food and Drug Administration for the 
treatment of ALS, which has thus far shown 
only modest effects, prolonging life by just a few 
months. 

(5) There is no known cure for ALS. 
(6) More than 5,000 individuals in the United 

States are diagnosed with ALS annually and as 
many as 30,000 individuals may be living with 
ALS in the United States today. 

(7) Studies have found relationships between 
ALS and environmental and genetic factors, but 
those relationships are not well understood. 

(8) Scientists believe that there are significant 
ties between ALS and other motor neuron dis-
eases. 

(9) Several ALS disease registries and data-
bases exist in the United States and throughout 
the world, including the SOD1 database, the 
National Institute of Neurological Disorders and 
Stroke repository, and the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs ALS Registry. 

(10) A single national system to collect and 
store information on the prevalence and inci-
dence of ALS in the United States does not 
exist. 

(11) In each of fiscal years 2006 and 2007, Con-
gress directed $887,000 to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention to begin a nationwide 
ALS registry. 

(12) The Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention and the Agency for Toxic Substances 
and Disease Registry have established three 
pilot projects, beginning in fiscal year 2006, to 
evaluate the science to guide the creation of a 
national ALS registry. 

(13) The establishment of a national registry 
will help— 

(A) to identify the incidence and prevalence of 
ALS in the United States; 

(B) to collect data important to the study of 
ALS; 

(C) to promote a better understanding of ALS; 
(D) to collect information that is important for 

research into the genetic and environmental fac-
tors that cause ALS; 

(E) to strengthen the ability of a clearing-
house— 

(i) to collect and disseminate research findings 
on environmental, genetic, and other causes of 
ALS and other motor neuron disorders that can 
be confused with ALS, misdiagnosed as ALS, 
and in some cases progress to ALS; 

(ii) to make available information to patients 
about research studies for which they may be el-
igible; and 

(iii) to maintain information about clinical 
specialists and clinical trials on therapies; and 

(F) to enhance efforts to find treatments and 
a cure for ALS. 
SEC. 3. AMENDMENT TO THE PUBLIC HEALTH 

SERVICE ACT. 
Part P of title III of the Public Health Service 

Act (42 U.S.C. 280g et seq.) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 399R. AMYOTROPHIC LATERAL SCLEROSIS 

REGISTRY. 
‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after 

the receipt of the report described in subsection 
(b)(3), the Secretary, acting through the Direc-
tor of the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention and in consultation with a national vol-
untary health organization with experience 
serving the population of individuals with 
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (referred to in this 
section as ‘ALS’), shall— 

‘‘(A) develop a system to collect data on ALS 
and other motor neuron disorders that can be 
confused with ALS, misdiagnosed as ALS, and 
in some cases progress to ALS, including infor-
mation with respect to the incidence and preva-
lence of the disease in the United States; and 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 03:00 Oct 16, 2007 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00017 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 6333 E:\CR\FM\K15OC7.035 H15OCPT1rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 P
R

O
D

P
C

60
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E

_C
N



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH11514 October 15, 2007 
‘‘(B) establish a national registry for the col-

lection and storage of such data to include a 
population-based registry of cases in the United 
States of ALS and other motor neuron disorders 
that can be confused with ALS, misdiagnosed as 
ALS, and in some cases progress to ALS. 

‘‘(2) PURPOSE.—It is the purpose of the reg-
istry established under paragraph (1)(B) to 
gather available data concerning— 

‘‘(A) ALS, including the incidence and preva-
lence of ALS in the United States; 

‘‘(B) the environmental and occupational fac-
tors that may be associated with the disease; 

‘‘(C) the age, race or ethnicity, gender, and 
family history of individuals who are diagnosed 
with the disease; 

‘‘(D) other motor neuron disorders that can be 
confused with ALS, misdiagnosed as ALS, and 
in some cases progress to ALS; and 

‘‘(E) other matters as recommended by the Ad-
visory Committee established under subsection 
(b). 

‘‘(b) ADVISORY COMMITTEE.— 
‘‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 90 days 

after the date of the enactment of this section, 
the Secretary, acting through the Director of the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
shall establish a committee to be known as the 
Advisory Committee on the National ALS Reg-
istry (referred to in this section as the ‘Advisory 
Committee’). The Advisory Committee shall be 
composed of at least one member, to be ap-
pointed by the Secretary, acting through the Di-
rector of the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, representing each of the following: 

‘‘(A) National voluntary health associations 
that focus solely on ALS and have demonstrated 
experience in ALS research, care, and patient 
services, as well as other voluntary associations 
focusing on neurodegenerative diseases that rep-
resent and advocate on behalf of patients with 
ALS and patients with other motor neuron dis-
orders that can be confused with ALS, 
misdiagnosed as ALS, and in some cases 
progress to ALS. 

‘‘(B) The National Institutes of Health, to in-
clude, upon the recommendation of the Director 
of the National Institutes of Health, representa-
tives from the National Institute of Neurological 
Disorders and Stroke and the National Institute 
of Environmental Health Sciences. 

‘‘(C) The Department of Veterans Affairs. 
‘‘(D) The Agency for Toxic Substances and 

Disease Registry. 
‘‘(E) The Centers for Disease Control and Pre-

vention. 
‘‘(F) Patients with ALS or their family mem-

bers. 
‘‘(G) Clinicians with expertise on ALS and re-

lated diseases. 
‘‘(H) Epidemiologists with experience in data 

registries. 
‘‘(I) Geneticists or experts in genetics who 

have experience with the genetics of ALS or 
other neurological diseases. 

‘‘(J) Statisticians. 
‘‘(K) Ethicists. 
‘‘(L) Attorneys. 
‘‘(M) Other individuals with an interest in de-

veloping and maintaining the National ALS 
Registry. 

‘‘(2) DUTIES.—The Advisory Committee shall 
review information and make recommendations 
to the Secretary concerning— 

‘‘(A) the development and maintenance of the 
National ALS Registry; 

‘‘(B) the type of information to be collected 
and stored in the Registry; 

‘‘(C) the manner in which such data is to be 
collected; 

‘‘(D) the use and availability of such data in-
cluding guidelines for such use; and 

‘‘(E) the collection of information about dis-
eases and disorders that primarily affect motor 
neurons that are considered essential to fur-
thering the study and cure of ALS. 

‘‘(3) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the 
date on which the Advisory Committee is estab-

lished, the Advisory Committee shall submit a 
report concerning the review conducted under 
paragraph (2) that contains the recommenda-
tions of the Advisory Committee with respect to 
the results of such review. 

‘‘(c) GRANTS.—Notwithstanding the rec-
ommendations of the Advisory Committee under 
subsection (b), the Secretary, acting through the 
Director of the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, may award grants to, and enter into 
contracts and cooperative agreements with, pub-
lic or private nonprofit entities for the collec-
tion, analysis, and reporting of data on ALS 
and other motor neuron disorders that can be 
confused with ALS, misdiagnosed as ALS, and 
in some cases progress to ALS. 

‘‘(d) COORDINATION WITH STATE, LOCAL, AND 
FEDERAL REGISTRIES.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In establishing the Na-
tional ALS Registry under subsection (a), the 
Secretary, acting through the Director of the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
shall— 

‘‘(A) identify, build upon, expand, and coordi-
nate among existing data and surveillance sys-
tems, surveys, registries, and other Federal pub-
lic health and environmental infrastructure 
wherever possible, including— 

‘‘(i) the 3 ALS registry pilot projects initiated 
in fiscal year 2006 by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention and the Agency for 
Toxic Substances and Disease Registry at the 
South Carolina Office of Research & Statistics; 
the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota; and 
Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia; 

‘‘(ii) the Department of Veterans Affairs ALS 
Registry; 

‘‘(iii) the DNA and Cell Line Repository of the 
National Institute of Neurological Disorders and 
Stroke Human Genetics Resource Center; 

‘‘(iv) the Agency for Toxic Substances and 
Disease Registry studies, including studies con-
ducted in Illinois, Missouri, El Paso and San 
Antonio, Texas, and Massachusetts; 

‘‘(v) State-based ALS registries, including the 
Massachusetts ALS Registry; 

‘‘(vi) the National Vital Statistics System; and 
‘‘(vii) any other existing or relevant databases 

that collect or maintain information on those 
motor neuron diseases recommended by the Ad-
visory Committee established in subsection (b); 
and 

‘‘(B) provide for research access to ALS data 
as recommended by the Advisory Committee es-
tablished in subsection (b) to the extent per-
mitted by applicable statutes and regulations 
and in a manner that protects personal privacy 
consistent with applicable privacy statutes and 
regulations. 

‘‘(2) COORDINATION WITH NIH AND DEPART-
MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.—Notwithstanding 
the recommendations of the Advisory Committee 
established in subsection (b), and consistent 
with applicable privacy statutes and regula-
tions, the Secretary shall ensure that epidemio-
logical and other types of information obtained 
under subsection (a) is made available to the 
National Institutes of Health and the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs. 

‘‘(e) DEFINITION.—For the purposes of this 
section, the term ‘national voluntary health as-
sociation’ means a national non-profit organiza-
tion with chapters or other affiliated organiza-
tions in States throughout the United States. 

‘‘(f) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated to carry 
out this section, $25,000,000 for fiscal year 2008, 
and $16,000,000 for each of the fiscal years 2009 
through 2012.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. FOSSELLA) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Wisconsin. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on the bill under 
consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Wisconsin? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I might con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of 
H.R. 2295 the ALS Registry Act. 
Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, or ALS, 
more commonly known as Lou Gehrig’s 
disease, is a fatal, progressive neuro- 
degenerative disease affecting approxi-
mately 5,600 Americans each year. It is 
estimated that as many as 30,000 Amer-
icans have ALS at any given time with 
an average life expectancy of 2 to 5 
years from the time of diagnosis. 
Today, no single national patient reg-
istry collects and stores information 
on the prevalence and incidence of 
ALS. 

The ALS Registry Act would create a 
nationwide registry at the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention for 
ALS and other related motor neuron 
disorders. The patient registry would 
collect data which is urgently needed 
for ALS research, disease management, 
and the development of standards of 
care. This will allow us to make real 
progress toward better understanding 
ALS, and to develop measures for pre-
vention, treatment and cure of this 
dreaded disease. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to 
thank my friend and colleague, Rep-
resentative ELIOT ENGEL, for his dedi-
cation to bringing this bill before us 
today. Madam Speaker, I strongly urge 
my colleagues to support H.R. 2295. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. FOSSELLA. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I would also like to 
thank Congressman ENGEL and Con-
gressman TERRY for their efforts in the 
establishment of the ALS Registry 
Act. As we know, we have an annual 
event here in Congress when we get vis-
its from members of the ALS organiza-
tion, the association, and their advo-
cates, but more importantly the citi-
zens of this country who have been af-
flicted with Lou Gehrig’s disease. It is 
gut-wrenching to watch knowing full 
well what a debilitating disease it is, 
and it knows no boundaries. As has 
been mentioned by my colleagues, per-
haps 30,000 Americans, perhaps 1,000 in 
New York State alone, are suffering 
with ALS. I know a gentleman on Stat-
en Island who helped to have built one 
of the largest banks in Staten Island, if 
not the largest, retiring, thinking he 
was going to enjoy his golden years, 
and soon after that became diagnosed 
with ALS. To watch the horrific pro-
gression over the last couple of years 
is, as I mentioned, gut-wrenching not 
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just to his friends but, I am sure, his 
family. 

That is why I think it is important 
that Congress finally step up and act, 
and as a cosponsor of the legislation 
today, I am pleased to see it brought to 
the House floor today. 

I would like to thank the tireless ef-
forts of the ALS Association and advo-
cates in educating and advocating for a 
cure, which is what we all want. Unfor-
tunately, we know little about ALS, a 
disease that is diagnosed for 5,600 
Americans each year. Without a cure 
and without treatments to slow the 
progression of the disease, as has been 
mentioned by Ms. BALDWIN, the aver-
age life expectancy of a person is only 
2 to 5 years. It is a death sentence once 
diagnosed. The rapid progression, lack 
of understanding about its cause, and 
debilitating nature of the disease make 
it particularly hard on those afflicted 
with ALS, as well as their family and 
friends. 

We need to give scientists the tools 
they need to find the treatment and 
cure for ALS. The registry does just 
that. It creates a single, national pa-
tient registry to collect and store in-
formation on the prevalence of 
incidences of ALS in the U.S. We know 
of several research studies ongoing at 
the NIH and other private facilities, in-
vestigating possible risk factors that 
may be associated with ALS. Research-
ers are working to better determine 
what genetics and/or environmental 
factors are contributing to developing 
ALS. 

While there has been incredible and 
groundbreaking advances in science 
that give hope to people with Lou 
Gehrig’s disease and their families, this 
legislation will provide an important 
new link that will allow scientists to 
take emerging new discoveries ever 
closer to a cure. And I pray that one 
day we will have that cure so no fami-
lies or individuals will be afflicted by 
this terrible disease. 

Madam Speaker, I stand in support, 
urge adoption and reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I 
yield 4 minutes to the bill’s author, the 
distinguished gentleman from New 
York (Mr. ENGEL). 

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, I thank 
the gentlewoman from Wisconsin for 
yielding to me. 

Madam Speaker, I wish to thank you 
for bringing up the ALS Registry Act 
of 2007 for a vote, H.R. 2295. This is 
truly a bipartisan measure, as well it 
should be. I introduced this bill with 
my colleague, LEE TERRY of Nebraska, 
and we are proud to have the support of 
over 275 bipartisan members of Con-
gress. 

I know that the gentlewoman from 
Wisconsin who sat next to me on the 
committee was very concerned about 
this bill. I am glad that the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. FOSSELLA) is here, 
as well, because I have a picture here of 
Lou Gehrig who, of course, puts a face 
on this disease. ALS is very often 

known as Lou Gehrig’s disease, and we 
all remember the Yankee Clipper, Lou 
Gehrig. Mr. FOSSELLA and I, both com-
ing from New York, we know Lou 
Gehrig and his tradition very, very 
well. 

Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, or 
ALS, is a fatal, progressive 
neurodegenerative disease that affects 
motor nerve cells in the brain and spi-
nal cord. It is very similar to multiple 
sclerosis. While the great baseball 
player, Lou Gehrig, put a national face 
on ALS over 65 years ago, my own fam-
ily was devastated by the death of my 
grandmother, Dora Engel, my father’s 
mother, who is believed to have passed 
away as a result of ALS when she was 
about 58 years old. 

Unfortunately, families across the 
Nation face challenges and experience 
the suffering associated with ALS 
every single day. As was mentioned be-
fore, 5,600 people in the U.S. are diag-
nosed with ALS each year. It is esti-
mated that as many as 30,000 Ameri-
cans have the disease at any given 
time. The average life expectancy for a 
person who is diagnosed with ALS is 
only 2 to 5 years from the time of diag-
nosis. 

As was mentioned, the causes of ALS 
are not well understood and there is no 
known cure. We need to provide hope 
to change this tragedy today. 

Surprisingly, a single national pa-
tient registry which collects and stores 
information on the prevalence and in-
cidence of ALS does not currently exist 
in the United States today. The legisla-
tion I introduced with my colleague 
(Mr. TERRY) would create an ALS reg-
istry at the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention and aid in the search 
for a cure from this devastating dis-
ease. The registry would collect key 
data, and information is determined by 
a newly created Federal Advisory Com-
mittee on the National ALS Registry. 

The ALS Registry Act will also build 
upon a fiscal year 2006 and fiscal year 
2007 congressional appropriation which 
directed the CDC to evaluate the 
science to guide the creation of a Na-
tional ALS Registry. 

I wish to express my gratitude to the 
staff of the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, and in particular to 
the ALS Association, who worked for 
months with me and my staff to im-
prove the bill that we had introduced 
in the previous 109th Congress. I also 
want to thank Chairman DINGELL, 
Ranking Member BARTON, House Sub-
committee Chairman PALLONE and 
Ranking Member DEAL for their sup-
port of the ALS Registry Act. Finally, 
I especially want to thank John Ford 
and William Garner of Chairman DIN-
GELL’s staff and Katherine Martin of 
Ranking Member BARTON’s staff for 
shepherding this bill through the En-
ergy and Commerce Committee. I want 
to thank Emily Gibbons of my own 
staff, my legislative director, who was 
also my health expert and really did 
more for this than anybody else I 
know. 

The establishment of a registry will 
bring new hope to thousands of pa-
tients and their families that ALS will 
no longer be a death sentence. I thank 
my colleagues, and Madam Speaker, I 
urge the swift passage of the ALS Reg-
istry Act, H.R. 2295, today. 

Mr. FOSSELLA. I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I 
yield 11⁄2 minutes to the gentlewoman 
from South Dakota, Congresswoman 
HERSETH SANDLIN. 

Ms. HERSETH SANDLIN. Madam 
Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 2295, 
the ALS Registry Act, introduced by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
ENGEL). I would like to thank my 
friend and colleague from Wisconsin 
(Ms. BALDWIN) for yielding me time. 

No one who knows or has met some-
one diagnosed with ALS can fail to be 
moved by the courage, not only of 
those experiencing the symptoms of 
this disease, but of their family, who 
help them cope with it every day. 

During the National ALS Awareness 
Month in May, I met with one such re-
markable family. Daryl and Marlene 
Thorson of Brandon, South Dakota, 
and their granddaughter, Elizabeth 
Steel, took the time to visit with me. 
They discussed the importance of this 
legislation to create a National ALS 
Registry, and they talked about living 
with ALS. Daryl has been diagnosed 
with ALS, and his wife is a pillar of 
strength as they go through this to-
gether. Their love was clear, as was 
their determination. I was struck by 
their 12-year-old granddaughter, Eliza-
beth, who sees how the disease has af-
fected her grandfather and sees her 
grandmother caring for him. Elizabeth 
wrote an essay for school entitled, ‘‘If 
I Had a Million Dollars, What Would I 
Buy?’’ And Elizabeth dedicated her en-
tire essay to buying supplies for her 
grandfather, funding research, and ad-
vocating to Members of Congress. 

Madam Speaker, by establishing a 
National ALS Registry and providing 
the requisite funding, we can help fa-
cilitate the efforts of so many across 
the country, like Elizabeth, like the 
scientists searching for a cure, who are 
working to conquer ALS and bring 
comfort to those afflicted with it. I 
urge my colleagues to support this im-
portant legislation. 

Mr. FOSSELLA. Madam Speaker, I 
am told that my colleague has no fur-
ther speakers, so I would close. And as 
I mentioned, I have been here now 10 
years. I can recall a gentleman by the 
name of Gary Anderson coming up 
after being diagnosed, a friend from 
Staten Island, and passing after suf-
fering for too long from ALS. It is a 
terrible indictment, Lou Gehrig’s dis-
ease, that it is, and one day, as we say, 
perhaps this registry will get to a point 
where no longer will our fellow citizens 
have to suffer. So, for people like Gary 
Anderson, to this day, a gentleman I 
mentioned before, Harry Doherty, who 
is currently suffering as we speak, I 
would urge the adoption of this. 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 03:00 Oct 16, 2007 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00019 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K15OC7.038 H15OCPT1rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 P
R

O
D

P
C

60
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E

_C
N



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH11516 October 15, 2007 
I yield back the balance of my time. 
Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, in 

closing, I strongly support this bill. As 
we have heard, this bill would collect 
data which is urgently needed for ALS 
research and will go a long way toward 
moving us closer to treatments and a 
cure for this devastating illness. 

Again, I wish to recognize my col-
league (Mr. ENGEL) and other col-
leagues who have spoken today who 
put a personal face and a personal 
story behind this important legisla-
tion. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support this bill. 

Mr. TERRY. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
strong support of The ALS Registry Act of 
2007, originally introduced in May by my col-
league Representative ELIOT ENGEL of New 
York and myself. As the bill comes to the 
floor, we have been joined by 275 bipartisan 
cosponsors in support of this important legisla-
tion. 

Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS) is a 
fatal, progressive, neurodegenerative disease 
affecting motor nerve cells in the brain and 
spinal cord. Approximately 5,600 people in the 
U.S. are diagnosed with ALS, also known as 
Lou Gehrig’s Disease, each year. It is esti-
mated that as many as 30,000 Americans 
have the disease. The average life expectancy 
for a person with ALS is two to five years from 
the time of diagnosis. There is no known cure 
for ALS. 

The most important provision in our bill es-
tablishes a national ALS registry. There is cur-
rently no single national registry which collects 
and stores information on the prevalence and 
incidence of ALS in existence in the United 
States. The establishment of a national reg-
istry will help identify the occurrence and fre-
quency of ALS and other motor neuron dis-
orders and collect data which is badly needed 
for ALS research, disease management and 
the development of standards of care in order 
to significantly enhance the nation’s efforts to 
find a treatment and cure for ALS. 

A recent article from the New England Jour-
nal of Medicine stated that ‘‘approximately 90 
percent of the persons with ALS have the spo-
radic form, which may be caused by the inter-
action of multiple environmental factors and 
previously unknown genes.’’ The purpose of 
creating a registry is to identify if there are any 
geographic, genetic or environmental groups 
of people that have been diagnosed with this 
terrible disease. This would then allow sci-
entists a better opportunity to identify any rel-
evant factors. This registry may sound simple 
on the surface, but it is actually a significant 
tool in determining the root causes of ALS, 
which would hopefully lead to diagnostic tests 
and screenings to see who is susceptible to 
the disease. 

Although we know the debilitating effects of 
ALS, I am moved every year when I am vis-
ited by patients and their families in my Wash-
ington office. Despite the extremely chal-
lenging medical conditions faced by these pa-
tients, they make an extraordinary effort to 
travel to the Capitol and share their stories in 
the hope that we will soon find effective treat-
ments and a potential cure so that no one like 
them will have to suffer in the future. The 
courage shown by ALS patients, as well as 
their families, is inspiring to me. 

All diseases bring hardships on those af-
flicted, but ALS is particularly cruel in the 

quickness of the onset, the severity of the 
symptoms and the fatal nature of the condi-
tion. The provisions in our bill creating a na-
tionwide registry for persons afflicted with ALS 
are important steps forward in strengthening 
the efforts to understand, treat and one day 
eradicate this terrible disease. I urge my col-
leagues to support the ALS Registry Act and 
I am proud to have worked on this very impor-
tant effort with my friend Mr. ENGEL. I am also 
grateful that our committee, the Energy and 
Commerce Committee, took up this legislation 
and advanced the bill to the floor. 

Mr. PATRICK J. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today in support of 
H.R. 2295, to amend the Public Health Serv-
ice Act to provide for the establishment of an 
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis Registry. 

ALS, more commonly known as Lou 
Gehrig’s disease, is a particularly cruel dis-
ease and is always fatal, usually between two 
and five years after diagnosis. One of the very 
few trends researchers have been able to 
identify is that veterans are twice as likely to 
die from ALS as those who have not served 
in the military. However, Madam Speaker, it 
can strike at any time, regardless of age, race, 
gender or nationality. 

This fight is personal for me, as my good 
friend Shelbie Oppenheimer, and her husband 
Jeff have long been advocates for those with 
ALS. 

Shelbie was diagnosed when she was just 
28 years old and has since spent countless 
hours educating friends, family, community 
members and elected officials. Shelbie has 
been fortunate—still fighting after 10 years. 

The Oppenheimers have created a wonder-
ful organization based in my district in Bucks 
County, Pennsylvania: Shelbie.org. 

Along with many community partners, they 
work tirelessly to provide opportunities for the 
children of ALS patients. Jeff and Shelbie, 
along with their daughter Isabel, are a con-
stant inspiration to me and I join them in the 
fight to turn ALS from a disease to a memory. 

It is for Shelbie, Jeff, Isabel and countless 
others that I am proud to be a cosponsor of 
this bill. This legislation will create, through the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, a 
single, nationwide ALS registry. This Registry 
is essential to advancing the search for treat-
ments and the cure. 

Since we don’t know the cause or the cure 
of ALS, research is the key. Enabling re-
searchers, doctors and patients to understand 
the trends and history of the disease is vital to 
moving forward. The Registry will gather data 
on the environmental and occupational factors 
that may contribute to the disease, including 
the age, race and ethnicity of individuals with 
ALS, the patients’ family histories and other in-
formation that may be beneficial to advancing 
research and care. 

Madam Speaker, I urge all of my colleagues 
to join this fight and support the ALS Registry 
Act and vote yes on H.R. 2295. 

Mr. SHAYS. Madam Speaker, I am an origi-
nal cosponsor of H.R. 2295, the ALS Registry 
Act. The legislation would direct the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention to develop 
a system to collect data on ALS and establish 
a national registry for the collection and stor-
age of this data. 

Creating the registry will allow us to better 
understand the incidence and prevalence of 
the disease, the age, race and ethnicity of 
people who have it, and whether there are any 

environmental factors that are associated with 
the disease. 

ALS, commonly known as Lou Gehrig’s Dis-
ease, is a progressive neuromuscular disease 
characterized by a degeneration of the nerve 
cells of the brain and spinal cord leading to 
the wasting of muscles, paralysis and eventual 
death. Approximately 30,000 individuals in the 
United States are afflicted with ALS, with ap-
proximately 5,000 new cases each year. 

The life expectancy of an individual with 
ALS is 3 to 5 years from the time of diagnosis. 
While there is no known cure or cause for 
ALS, aggressive treatment of the symptoms of 
ALS can extend the lives of those with the dis-
ease. Promising research gives hope that one 
day this deadly and debilitating disease will be 
cured. 

Ms. BALDWIN. I yield back the re-
mainder of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Wisconsin (Ms. 
BALDWIN) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2295, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

b 1630 

CHRISTOPHER AND DANA REEVE 
PARALYSIS ACT 

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 1727) to enhance and further 
research into paralysis and to improve 
rehabilitation and the quality of life 
for persons living with paralysis and 
other physical disabilities, and for 
other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1727 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Christopher and 
Dana Reeve Paralysis Act’’. 
SEC. 2. TABLE OF CONTENTS. 
Sec. 1. Short title. 
Sec. 2. Table of contents. 

TITLE I—PARALYSIS RESEARCH 
Sec. 101. Activities of the National Institutes of 

Health with respect to research on 
paralysis. 

TITLE II—PARALYSIS REHABILITATION 
RESEARCH AND CARE 

Sec. 201. Activities of the National Institutes of 
Health with respect to research 
with implications for enhancing 
daily function for persons with 
paralysis. 

TITLE III—IMPROVING QUALITY OF LIFE 
FOR PERSONS WITH PARALYSIS AND 
OTHER PHYSICAL DISABILITIES 

Sec. 301. Programs to improve quality of life for 
persons with paralysis and other 
physical disabilities. 
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TITLE I—PARALYSIS RESEARCH 

SEC. 101. ACTIVITIES OF THE NATIONAL INSTI-
TUTES OF HEALTH WITH RESPECT 
TO RESEARCH ON PARALYSIS. 

(a) COORDINATION.—The Director of the Na-
tional Institutes of Health (referred to in this 
Act as the ‘‘Director’’), pursuant to the general 
authority of the Director, may develop mecha-
nisms to coordinate the paralysis research and 
rehabilitation activities of the Institutes and 
Centers of the National Institutes of Health in 
order to further advance such activities and 
avoid duplication of activities. 

(b) CHRISTOPHER AND DANA REEVE PARALYSIS 
RESEARCH CONSORTIA.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director may make 
awards of grants to public or private entities to 
pay all or part of the cost of planning, estab-
lishing, improving, and providing basic oper-
ating support for consortia in paralysis re-
search. The Director shall designate each con-
sortium funded through such grants as a Chris-
topher and Dana Reeve Paralysis Research 
Consortium. 

(2) RESEARCH.—Each consortium under para-
graph (1)— 

(A) may conduct basic, translational, and 
clinical paralysis research; 

(B) may focus on advancing treatments and 
developing therapies in paralysis research; 

(C) may focus on one or more forms of paral-
ysis that result from central nervous system 
trauma or stroke; 

(D) may facilitate and enhance the dissemina-
tion of clinical and scientific findings; and 

(E) may replicate the findings of consortia 
members or other researchers for scientific and 
translational purposes. 

(3) COORDINATION OF CONSORTIA; REPORTS.— 
The Director may, as appropriate, provide for 
the coordination of information among con-
sortia under paragraph (1) and ensure regular 
communication among members of the consortia, 
and may require the periodic preparation of re-
ports on the activities of the consortia and the 
submission of the reports to the Director. 

(4) ORGANIZATION OF CONSORTIA.—Each con-
sortium under paragraph (1) may use the facili-
ties of a single lead institution, or be formed 
from several cooperating institutions, meeting 
such requirements as may be prescribed by the 
Director. 

(c) PUBLIC INPUT.—The Director may provide 
for a mechanism to educate and disseminate in-
formation on the existing and planned programs 
and research activities of the National Institutes 
of Health with respect to paralysis and through 
which the Director can receive comments from 
the public regarding such programs and activi-
ties. 

TITLE II—PARALYSIS REHABILITATION 
RESEARCH AND CARE 

SEC. 201. ACTIVITIES OF THE NATIONAL INSTI-
TUTES OF HEALTH WITH RESPECT 
TO RESEARCH WITH IMPLICATIONS 
FOR ENHANCING DAILY FUNCTION 
FOR PERSONS WITH PARALYSIS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Director, pursuant to 
the general authority of the Director, may make 
awards of grants to public or private entities to 
pay all or part of the costs of planning, estab-
lishing, improving, and providing basic oper-
ating support to multicenter networks of clinical 
sites that will collaborate to design clinical re-
habilitation intervention protocols and measures 
of outcomes on one or more forms of paralysis 
that result from central nervous system trauma, 
disorders, or stroke, or any combination of such 
conditions. 

(b) RESEARCH.—A multicenter network of clin-
ical sites funded through this section may— 

(1) focus on areas of key scientific concern, 
including— 

(A) improving functional mobility; 
(B) promoting behavioral adaptation to func-

tional losses, especially to prevent secondary 
complications; 

(C) assessing the efficacy and outcomes of 
medical rehabilitation therapies and practices 
and assisting technologies; 

(D) developing improved assistive technology 
to improve function and independence; and 

(E) understanding whole body system re-
sponses to physical impairments, disabilities, 
and societal and functional limitations; and 

(2) replicate the findings of network members 
or other researchers for scientific and trans-
lation purposes. 

(c) COORDINATION OF CLINICAL TRIALS NET-
WORKS; REPORTS.—The Director may, as appro-
priate, provide for the coordination of informa-
tion among networks funded through this sec-
tion and ensure regular communication among 
members of the networks, and may require the 
periodic preparation of reports on the activities 
of the networks and submission of reports to the 
Director. 

TITLE III—IMPROVING QUALITY OF LIFE 
FOR PERSONS WITH PARALYSIS AND 
OTHER PHYSICAL DISABILITIES 

SEC. 301. PROGRAMS TO IMPROVE QUALITY OF 
LIFE FOR PERSONS WITH PARALYSIS 
AND OTHER PHYSICAL DISABILITIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Health and 
Human Services (in this title referred to as the 
‘‘Secretary’’) may study the unique health chal-
lenges associated with paralysis and other phys-
ical disabilities and carry out projects and inter-
ventions to improve the quality of life and long- 
term health status of persons with paralysis and 
other physical disabilities. The Secretary may 
carry out such projects directly and through 
awards of grants or contracts. 

(b) CERTAIN ACTIVITIES.—Activities under sub-
section (a) may include— 

(1) the development of a national paralysis 
and physical disability quality of life action 
plan, to promote health and wellness in order to 
enhance full participation, independent living, 
self-sufficiency, and equality of opportunity in 
partnership with voluntary health agencies fo-
cused on paralysis and other physical disabil-
ities, to be carried out in coordination with the 
State-based Disability and Health Program of 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; 

(2) support for programs to disseminate infor-
mation involving care and rehabilitation options 
and quality of life grant programs supportive of 
community-based programs and support systems 
for persons with paralysis and other physical 
disabilities; 

(3) in collaboration with other centers and na-
tional voluntary health agencies, the establish-
ment of a population-based database that may 
be used for longitudinal and other research on 
paralysis and other disabling conditions; and 

(4) the replication and translation of best 
practices and the sharing of information across 
States, as well as the development of com-
prehensive, unique, and innovative programs, 
services, and demonstrations within existing 
State-based disability and health programs of 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
which are designed to support and advance 
quality of life programs for persons living with 
paralysis and other physical disabilities focus-
ing on— 

(A) caregiver education; 
(B) promoting proper nutrition, increasing 

physical activity, and reducing tobacco use; 
(C) education and awareness programs for 

health care providers; 
(D) prevention of secondary complications; 
(E) home- and community-based interven-

tions; 
(F) coordinating services and removing bar-

riers that prevent full participation and integra-
tion into the community; and 

(G) recognizing the unique needs of under-
served populations. 

(c) GRANTS.—The Secretary may award grants 
in accordance with the following: 

(1) To State and local health and disability 
agencies for the purpose of— 

(A) establishing a population-based database 
that may be used for longitudinal and other re-
search on paralysis and other disabling condi-
tions; 

(B) developing comprehensive paralysis and 
other physical disability action plans and ac-
tivities focused on the items listed in subsection 
(b)(4); 

(C) assisting State-based programs in estab-
lishing and implementing partnerships and col-
laborations that maximize the input and support 
of people with paralysis and other physical dis-
abilities and their constituent organizations; 

(D) coordinating paralysis and physical dis-
ability activities with existing State-based dis-
ability and health programs; 

(E) providing education and training opportu-
nities and programs for health professionals and 
allied caregivers; and 

(F) developing, testing, evaluating, and repli-
cating effective intervention programs to main-
tain or improve health and quality of life. 

(2) To private health and disability organiza-
tions for the purpose of— 

(A) disseminating information to the public; 
(B) improving access to services for persons 

living with paralysis and other physical disabil-
ities and their caregivers; 

(C) testing model intervention programs to im-
prove health and quality of life; and 

(D) coordinating existing services with State- 
based disability and health programs. 

(d) COORDINATION OF ACTIVITIES.—The Sec-
retary shall ensure that activities under this 
section are coordinated as appropriate by the 
agencies of the Department of Health and 
Human Services. 

(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—For 
the purpose of carrying out this section, there is 
authorized to be appropriated $25,000,000 for 
each of fiscal years 2008 through 2011. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. FOSSELLA) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Wisconsin. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the bill under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Wisconsin? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of H.R. 1727, the Christopher and 
Dana Reeve Paralysis Act. I am hon-
ored to have known Christopher and 
Dana Reeve, and it is fitting that we 
are considering this bill today just 
after the 3-year anniversary of Chris-
topher’s death. 

As we know, sometimes hardships 
and painful experiences are the start-
ing point for an incredible advocacy, 
and this was certainly the case with 
Christopher and Dana Reeve. In turn, 
the Christopher and Dana Reeve Paral-
ysis Act reflects our desire to carry out 
their work and improve the lives of, 
and hasten better treatments and cures 
for, people living with paralysis. 

Madam Speaker, as many of my col-
leagues may be aware, millions of 
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Americans live with paralysis. Two 
million Americans live with paralysis 
of the extremities; a quarter million 
Americans live with spinal cord inju-
ries; 4 million Americans live with the 
effects of stroke; 250,000 to 350,000 
Americans have been diagnosed with 
some form of multiple sclerosis; half a 
million children and adults in the U.S. 
have been diagnosed with cerebral 
palsy; and 30,000 Americans, as we have 
just heard, live with ALS, also known 
as Lou Gehrig’s disease. 

This legislation is multifaceted and 
seeks to address several aspects of pa-
ralysis research and quality-of-life 
issues. The bill expands research on pa-
ralysis at the NIH by encouraging col-
laborative research to connect sci-
entists doing similar work and en-
hanced understanding and speed dis-
covery of better treatment and cures. 
The bill also encourages research to en-
hance the daily function of people with 
paralysis, including improving their 
functional mobility, assessing the effi-
cacy and outcomes of medical rehabili-
tation therapies, and developing im-
proved assistive technology to improve 
function and independence. 

Lastly, the bill seeks to improve the 
quality of life and health of persons 
with paralysis and other physical dis-
abilities by supporting programs to dis-
seminate information involving care 
and rehabilitation options. It also co-
ordinates best practices designed to 
support and advance quality-of-life 
programs for persons living with paral-
ysis and other physical disabilities. 

Madam Speaker, Christopher and 
Dana Reeve used their visibility to 
work on behalf of families in all parts 
of this country who face the challenges 
of paralysis and impaired mobility. I 
have been honored to carry on their 
work and am honored to work on this 
legislation with Congresswoman BONO, 
Congressman LANGEVIN, and Congress-
man BILIRAKIS. I am also thankful to 
have had the opportunity to work with 
the Christopher and Dana Reeve Foun-
dation and the thousands of paralysis 
advocates who have worked for the pas-
sage of this bill. 

Madam Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to join me in supporting the 
Christopher and Dana Reeve Paralysis 
Act. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. FOSSELLA. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today as well 
in support of H.R. 1727, the Christopher 
and Dana Reeve Paralysis Act, intro-
duced by Representatives BALDWIN, 
BONO, and BILIRAKIS. My colleague 
from Wisconsin stated very eloquently 
the statistics and the justification for 
this act, and it is long overdo. As was 
mentioned, the legislation would au-
thorize the Director of the National In-
stitutes of Health to coordinate paral-
ysis research through the NIH Insti-
tutes and Centers. 

Research would be focused on basic, 
translational, and multicenter net-

works of clinical sites focused on de-
signing clinical rehabilitation proto-
cols for one or more forms of paralysis. 
Such paralysis research would include 
paralysis from the central nervous sys-
tem trauma, disorders, stroke, or any 
combination of such conditions. Addi-
tionally, the legislation would author-
ize the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services to award grants for activities 
related to paralysis, including grants 
to establish paralysis registries and 
disseminate information to the public. 

Madam Speaker, we have seen over 
the years how the Reeves served as 
strong advocates for the paralysis com-
munity, meeting with a wide variety of 
colleagues in the House and the Senate 
over the last several years. Their dig-
nified presence in Washington will be 
greatly missed. I believe that through 
legislative initiatives such as this one 
the work done by the Christopher and 
Dana Reeve Foundation will continue 
that work that was left unfinished, and 
will be done so in a respectful manner. 

As the population continues to grow 
and to age, I think more and more of 
society will be confronted with the 
likes of paralysis. It is our job, and I 
think responsibility, to partner with 
the private sector to bring awareness, 
funding, and education to ensure that 
as few people as possible are brought 
down by this illness. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I 
have no further Members seeking time, 
and continue to reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. FOSSELLA. Madam Speaker, it 
is my pleasure and honor to yield 3 
minutes to the gentleman from Florida 
(Mr. BILIRAKIS), a leader in this cause 
and a sponsor of this legislation. 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today in support of H.R. 1727, the 
Christopher and Dana Reeve Paralysis 
Act. Millions of Americans suffer from 
paralysis and mobility impairment. 
They struggle each and every day to 
perform even the most basic of tasks 
that most of us take for granted. The 
impact this impairment has on the 
lives and the lives of those who love 
them and care for them is staggering. 
As one who has struggled with hearing 
and vision problems nearly my entire 
life, I know how difficult any physical 
impairment can be, both physically 
and emotionally; but I cannot imagine 
what people with severe paralysis go 
through and their constant struggle to 
maintain hope that they one day will 
walk or move again. 

Madam Speaker, I am very proud to 
be an original cosponsor of this bill, 
which will encourage collaborative re-
search in paralysis and hasten the dis-
covery of treatments and potential 
cures to improve the lives of people 
with paralysis. I am especially pleased 
that this bill is modeled after legisla-
tion I introduced at the beginning of 
this Congress. My bill, the language of 
which this bill includes, also has provi-
sions to utilize VA facilities to im-

prove paralysis research and better 
track the work that is being done in 
this area within the world’s largest 
system of hospitals. 

Madam Speaker, I want to thank 
Congresswoman TAMMY BALDWIN for 
sponsoring this bill, and also Energy 
and Commerce Committee Chairman 
JOHN DINGELL and Ranking Member 
JOE BARTON for moving it through 
their committee. I also want to give 
special thanks to my father, former 
Congressman Mike Bilirakis, who first 
introduced this bill several years ago 
after meeting the extraordinary men 
and women for whom this bill was 
named. His persistence and determina-
tion helped build the necessary support 
to get us where we are today. 

Although I never had the honor of 
meeting Christopher or Dana Reeve 
personally, my father has shared with 
me their strength, dignity, and courage 
in dealing with what only people simi-
larly situated can fully understand. 
They pushed to the national forefront 
the issue of the need for better re-
search into paralysis and greater em-
phasis on rehabilitation. I wish they 
were here to share this moment with 
us today, though I am sure they are 
both smiling down on our efforts here 
today. 

Madam Speaker, I believe we can and 
must do more for those suffering from 
paralysis and mobility impairment. I 
urge all my colleagues to help take a 
significant step forward in this area by 
supporting this bill today. 

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I 
continue to reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. FOSSELLA. Madam Speaker, let 
me just once again thank Mr. BILI-
RAKIS and, of course, his father for 
spearheading this when he was in the 
House, and Ms. BALDWIN and Mrs. BONO 
for bringing this to the floor. We know 
how paralysis, especially sudden paral-
ysis, can damage one’s life and that of 
their family, and it becomes a lifelong 
commitment. Once again, I think Con-
gress has a real fundamental responsi-
bility to ensure we can bring as much 
peace and peace of mind to those fami-
lies. With that, I urge the adoption of 
this bill. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, in 
closing, as we remember Christopher 
Reeve just after the third anniversary 
of his passing, we honor him by having 
the House consider today and pass one 
of the truly first comprehensive bills 
focused on paralysis research and care 
for those who are paralyzed. I urge 
Members to strongly support this bill. 

Ms. SUTTON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in strong support of H.R. 1727, the Chris-
topher and Dana Reeve Quality of Life for 
Persons with Paralysis Act. And as I express 
my support for this legislation today, I would 
like to recognize an outstanding organization 
in my district, Linking Employment, Abilities, 
and Potential, or LEAP. 

LEAP provides hope and empowerment for 
tens of thousands of people with disabilities 
and their families throughout Northeast Ohio. 
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Through legislation such as the Christopher 

and Dana Reeve Paralysis Act, Congress 
sends a message about people with disabil-
ities—that they matter, that they can and do 
make valuable contributions to society. That is 
a message that LEAP and so many disability 
rights advocates send every day. 

LEAP is deeply committed to empowering 
people with disabilities in the workplace 
through specialized skill development pro-
grams, at home through independent living 
training, in the medical system through access 
to the best medical care, and in so many other 
aspects of society. LEAP’s Disability Employ-
ment Training Program, in particular, aligns 
with the goals of Christopher and Dana 
Reeve, who fought so hard for integration and 
acceptance for those with disabilities in our 
communities. LEAP has an 80 percent suc-
cess rate in employment training and place-
ment and has a tremendous impact on the 
community, recognizing the many talents of 
people with disabilities and the potential to be 
productive citizens. 

Once again, I rise to express my support for 
H.R. 1727, and to honor Linking Employment, 
Abilities, and Potential. 

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Wisconsin (Ms. 
BALDWIN) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1727, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF A LONG-TERM CARE 
AWARENESS WEEK 

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 
133) supporting the goals and ideals of 
a Long-Term Care Awareness Week. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The text of the concurrent resolution 
is as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 133 

Whereas the Department of Health and 
Human Services has reported that approxi-
mately 60 percent of individuals who are over 
the age of 65 will need some kind of long- 
term care services and at some point more 
than 40 percent of such individuals will re-
quire nursing home care; 

Whereas in 2005 the Government Account-
ability Office projected that by 2040 the num-
ber of individuals in the age group of individ-
uals who are 85 years of age or older, which 
it finds is the age group most likely to re-
quire long-term care services, is projected to 
increase more than 250 percent from 4,300,000 
individuals in 2000 to 15,400,000 individuals; 

Whereas the Internet site of the National 
Clearinghouse for Long-Term Care Informa-
tion notes that the Medicare program does 
not generally pay for most long-term care 
services that are needed and that the Medi-
care program pays for skilled nursing facil-
ity services only after a recent hospital stay, 
that Medicare beneficiaries generally pay 
more than $118 in daily coinsurance begin-

ning on the 21st day of coverage and cov-
erage ends after 100 days, and that the Medi-
care program does not cover a stay in an as-
sisted living facility or adult day care; 

Whereas an AARP study in 2006 found that 
59 percent of people in the United States who 
are 45 years of age or older overestimated 
the level of coverage under the Medicare pro-
gram for nursing home care and more than 
half of such people who are 45 years of age or 
older indicate they believe such program 
provides coverage for assisted living, which 
it does not; 

Whereas the 2006 AARP study concludes 
that given the already high costs related to 
long-term care and the projected growth in 
the size of the older population in future 
years, it is essential for people in the United 
States to learn more about the costs of long 
term care, about ways to prepare for and pay 
for long term care, and State and commu-
nity resources that are available to assist in 
these challenges; 

Whereas the Government Accountability 
Office has reported that broad-based 
misperceptions regarding the Medicare pro-
gram’s level of long-term care coverage sig-
nificantly contributes to the lack of personal 
preparation of people in the United States 
for the financing of long term care and ad-
vises that the government can play a signifi-
cant part in enhancing personal preparedness 
by educating people in the United States 
about the scope of coverage of long-term 
care under public programs such as the Medi-
care program; 

Whereas people in the United States have a 
right to know what long-term care coverage 
is available to them so that they are able to 
make informed retirement choices; 

Whereas the first phase of the Department 
of Health and Human Service’s pilot program 
to raise awareness regarding planning for 
long-term care obtained a less than 8 percent 
response rate by consumers requesting infor-
mation in selected States; 

Whereas in 2002 the Government Account-
ability Office reported that less than 10 per-
cent of the elderly population in the United 
States and a lower percentage of those aged 
55 to 64 years of age in the United States 
have purchased long-term care insurance; 

Whereas the Department of Commerce in-
dicates that savings as a percentage of after 
tax income declined from approximately 
eight percent in 1990 to less than zero since 
2005; 

Whereas in 2005 the Government Account-
ability Office reported that spending on 
long-term care services solely for the elderly 
is projected to grow at least two-and-a-half 
times and could grow almost four-fold to $379 
billion in 2050; 

Whereas the Government Accountability 
Office has reported that many people in the 
United States have neared impoverishment 
by depleting their assets to pay the signifi-
cant costs of their long-term care; 

Whereas AARP reports that an estimated 
44,400,000 individuals who are 18 years of age 
or older provide unpaid care to another adult 
and others have estimated the value of such 
unpaid services to be approximately $257 bil-
lion annually; 

Whereas advance planning by family mem-
bers will help to protect caregivers’ health, 
financial security, and quality of life; 

Whereas our Nation’s long term care chal-
lenges will significantly impact women, who 
make up more than 58 percent of people in 
the United States who are 65 years of age and 
older, and greater than two-thirds of people 
in the United States who are 85 years of age 
and older; 

Whereas encouraging people in the United 
States to anticipate and plan for their future 
long-term care needs will help them achieve 
greater health and financial security, as well 

as greater independence, choice, and control 
over the services they need in the setting of 
their choice; and 

Whereas a long term care awareness week 
has been observed during the first full week 
in November, which in 2007 will be the week 
of November 4th through 10th: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That Congress— 

(1) supports the goals and ideals of a Long- 
Term Care Awareness Week; 

(2) encourages the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services to continue working to edu-
cate people in the United States about long- 
term care; and 

(3) urges the people of the United States to 
recognize such a week as an opportunity to 
learn more about the potential risks and 
costs associated with long-term care and the 
options available to help meet their long- 
term care needs. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. FOSSELLA) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Wisconsin. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and ex-
clude extraneous material on the con-
current resolution under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Wisconsin? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of 
H. Con. Res. 133, supporting the goals 
and ideals of a Long-Term Care Aware-
ness Week. Long-term care is an often 
overlooked part of the continuum of 
care for many Americans, and many of 
us find ourselves ill informed and ill 
prepared to make choices for our own 
long-term care needs and those of our 
loved ones. 

According to the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services, long-term 
care represents a variety of services 
that include medical and nonmedical 
care for people who have a chronic ill-
ness or disability. Most long-term care 
is to assist people with the activities of 
daily living, such as dressing, bathing, 
and using the bathroom. It is impor-
tant to remember that you may need 
long-term care at any age. The need for 
support and health services for persons 
who have diminished capacity for self- 
care is projected to strain both public 
and private resources. 

Madam Speaker, H. Con. Res. 133 
calls for public education about the 
need for long-term care so that people 
of all ages throughout our Nation are 
better prepared to meet their own long- 
term care needs. Planning for long- 
term care requires us to think about 
possible future health care needs. Mak-
ing the right decision about long-term 
care requires us to look at all of the 
options before us and to make informed 
decisions. 
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I want to recognize and thank my 

colleague from South Dakota (Ms. 
HERSETH SANDLIN) for introducing this 
resolution and carrying it to the floor. 
I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
port of it. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. FOSSELLA. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of H. Con. Res. 133, supporting the 
goals and ideals of a Long-Term Care 
Awareness Week. As designated, the 
first week in November is designed as 
the opportunity to educate Americans 
on the likelihood of one needing long- 
term care. Additionally, greater edu-
cation is needed as to what types of 
long-term care programs are available 
and what the various costs of services 
are. Families should take this oppor-
tunity to discuss the options to help 
plan and pay for their future. 

We know the baby boomer generation 
is now becoming eligible for Social Se-
curity, so it is sort of a wake-up call 
for what it will be, not just for having 
some financial independence, but what 
it would be and what it means to take 
care of dealing with their health care 
and the notion of rising health care 
costs. So the sooner one prepares, the 
better off they will be when they reach 
that age. 

Madam Speaker, health care costs 
are increasing, people are living longer, 
and I think we have a real responsi-
bility here to educate constituents who 
need to become actively involved in 
ways in which they can provide for 
their own future of health care, as well 
as the care of their family member. I 
stand in support of this and ask my 
colleagues to support the resolution as 
well. 

Mr. FOSSELLA. Madam Speaker, I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I am 
pleased to yield 41⁄2 minutes to the 
bill’s author, the gentlewoman from 
South Dakota (Ms. HERSETH SANDLIN). 

b 1645 

Ms. HERSETH SANDLIN. Madam 
Speaker, I rise in support of H. Con. 
Res. 133, a bipartisan resolution sup-
porting the goals and ideals of Long- 
Term Care Awareness Week during the 
week of November 4 through 10, 2007. I 
would like to thank Chairman DINGELL 
and committee staff for moving this 
resolution to the floor, and the gentle-
woman from Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN) 
for yielding to me once again. 

I would like to urge my colleagues to 
support this commonsense, bipartisan 
resolution which I introduced with the 
gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. 
BOUSTANY), along with the gentleman 
from Maine (Mr. ALLEN) and the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. FER-
GUSON). 

I am proud that this resolution has 
earned the support of AARP, Families 
USA, the Alzheimer’s Association, the 
National Council on Aging, the Amer-

ican Council of Life Insurers, the Asso-
ciation of Health Insurance Advisors, 
and America’s Health Insurance Plans. 
They have come together in recog-
nizing the immediacy of the need to 
raise awareness about planning for 
long-term care needs. 

This resolution is part of my com-
mitment to addressing the many chal-
lenges associated with long-term care. 
Designating a week to focus on long- 
term care is one meaningful step we 
can take. 

Our Nation needs to address these 
issues sooner rather than later so that 
Americans are anticipating and fully 
prepared to meet their long-term care 
needs. 

Studies show that many Americans 
don’t have a clear perception of what 
long-term care costs and to what ex-
tent long-term care is covered by pub-
lic programs. 

Experts have projected strong growth 
and demand for long-term care services 
as the baby-boom generation grows 
older and have emphasized the related 
challenge of paying for long-term care 
services. 

The Department of Health and 
Human Services has reported that ap-
proximately 60 percent of people over 
the age of 65 will need some kind of 
long-term care services. 

The Government Accountability Of-
fice has reported projections of signifi-
cant growth in spending on long-term 
care services for seniors such that 
spending could approach $379 billion by 
2050. 

Our Nation’s long-term care chal-
lenges will have a particularly signifi-
cant impact on women, who make up 
more than 58 percent of Americans 
over the age of 65 and greater than 
two-thirds of people 85 years of age or 
older. 

Yet when it come to preparing to 
meet these costs, many Americans are 
not adequately prepared. For instance, 
a 2006 AARP survey on the cost of long- 
term care found that 60 percent of peo-
ple age 45 and older said they believe 
Medicare will pay for extended nursing 
home stay, which it does not. And 
more than 50 percent of people age 45 
or older said they believe Medicare 
covers assisted living, which it does 
not. 

And private-pay costs for this kind of 
care continue to go up. In South Da-
kota, the average cost of a year in a 
private room in a nursing home is 
$53,000, and a double-occupancy room 
averages well over $47,000. According to 
one recent national survey, a year in a 
private room in a nursing home aver-
ages more than $74,000, and a double- 
occupancy room averages nearly $66,000 
a year. 

An essential step in meeting the 
challenges posed by long-term care 
needs and costs is raising awareness 
about planning for long-term care. 

Education will help people under-
stand the likelihood of needing long- 
term care, the types and costs of avail-
able services, and the options to help 

plan and pay for those services. The 
more people know, the greater oppor-
tunity people have to plan for their fu-
ture and the more likely they are to re-
ceive the services they need in the set-
ting of their choice. 

That’s the motivation for this Long- 
Term Care Awareness Week resolution. 
I urge my colleagues to support this bi-
partisan resolution. By passing it 
today, supporting the goals and ideals 
of Long-Term Care Awareness Week 
during the week of November 4 through 
10, we can take another step forward to 
prepare our constituents and the Na-
tion to meet the already high cost of 
long-term care and the growing chal-
lenges ahead. 

Mr. FOSSELLA. Madam Speaker, it 
is my privilege to yield 2 minutes to 
the lead sponsor and a true champion 
of this effort in the House, the gen-
tleman from Louisiana (Mr. 
BOUSTANY). 

Mr. BOUSTANY. Madam Speaker, I 
would like to thank my friend from 
New York for yielding me this time. 

I rise in support of H. Con. Res. 133 
because many Americans lack protec-
tion from catastrophic long-term care 
expenses related to chronic illnesses 
and disability. And worse yet, most 
families assume that Medicare will ac-
tually pay for these long-term care 
services, while it generally does not; 
and oftentimes they find out in the 
midst of a family crisis when a loved 
one is ill, placing intensive emotional 
burdens as well as financial burdens on 
families. 

I want to thank my colleague, Con-
gresswoman HERSETH SANDLIN, for 
working with me on this and really for 
being a champion on this issue. She 
and I have worked together, and we 
have had some success in persuading 
HHS and Social Security to clarify 
these widespread perceptions. 

I am hopeful that the passage of this 
resolution will encourage Secretary 
Leavitt, President Bush and the future 
administration to discuss this critical 
retirement security issue with the 
American people. A recent poll found 
that the majority of voters want to 
hear more about plans on how we will 
deal with this problem, and they desire 
more information on this. And that 
perception out there that exists that 
Medicare covers this is a real problem. 
The more we can get this information 
out to the American people, the great-
er the service we will be doing to help 
them deal and to cope with these prob-
lems. 

We clearly must do more to expand 
coverage for long-term care, to assist 
family caregivers, particularly those 
coping with the onset of chronic condi-
tions such as Alzheimer’s disease. So I 
urge my colleagues to support H. Con. 
Res. 133. 

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. FOSSELLA. Madam Speaker, let 
me commend the gentlelady from 
South Dakota and the gentleman from 
Louisiana for bringing this to the floor. 
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I think what they said is totally accu-
rate in the sense that as our population 
lives longer and lives more healthy 
lives, along with that comes an under-
standing and an obligation to begin 
preparing for those long-term health 
care needs as part of their retirement. 

As I mentioned before, baby boomers 
officially begin to receive, for those 
early retirees, Social Security in just a 
few months. That population, as we 
know, is large. I just think the more 
we can emphasize and educate the peo-
ple of this country on what their op-
tions can and should be as they retire, 
the better off we will be when that day 
arrives. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I 
too want to add my words of congratu-
lations to the bill’s authors, the gentle-
woman from South Dakota and the 
gentleman from Louisiana. 

I know from my own personal experi-
ence you are never fully prepared for 
having to make some of these choices 
on behalf of loved ones, and it can hap-
pen at any time. We are going to be 
very well-served by the passage of this 
bill to increase awareness among peo-
ple of all age groups about the deci-
sions and options they have. We have 
to understand that long-term care is 
part of the continuum of health care in 
this country. More education is needed. 
I recommend its passage. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
BERKLEY). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentlewoman from 
Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN) that the 
House suspend the rules and agree to 
the concurrent resolution, H. Con. Res. 
133. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

SENSE OF THE HOUSE REGARDING 
ESTABLISHMENT OF A NA-
TIONAL CANCER RESEARCH 
MONTH 

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 448) expressing 
the sense of the House of Representa-
tives that there should be established a 
National Cancer Research Month, and 
for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 448 

Whereas the American Association for 
Cancer Research, the oldest and largest sci-
entific cancer research organization in the 
United States, was founded on May 7, 1907, at 
the Willard Hotel in Washington, DC, by a 
group of physicians and scientists interested 
in research to further the investigation and 
spread new knowledge about cancer; 

Whereas the American Association for 
Cancer Research is focused on every aspect 
of high-quality, innovative cancer research 
and is the authoritative source of informa-
tion and publications about advances in the 
causes, diagnosis, treatment, and prevention 
of cancer; 

Whereas since its founding, the American 
Association for Cancer Research has acceler-
ated the growth and dissemination of new 
knowledge about cancer and the complexity 
of this disease to speed translation of new 
discoveries for the benefit of cancer patients, 
and has provided the information needed by 
elected officials to make informed decisions 
on public policy and sustained funding for 
cancer research; 

Whereas partnerships with research sci-
entists and the general public, survivors and 
patient advocates, philanthropic organiza-
tions, industry, and government have led to 
advanced breakthroughs, early detection 
tools which have increased survival rates, 
and a better quality of life for cancer sur-
vivors; 

Whereas our national investment in cancer 
research has yielded substantial returns in 
terms of research and advances and lives 
saved, with a scholarly estimate that every 
1-percent decline in cancer mortality saves 
our national economy $500,000,000,000; 

Whereas cancer continues to be one of the 
most pressing public health concerns, killing 
one American every minute, or a dozen peo-
ple worldwide every 60 seconds; 

Whereas the American Association for 
Cancer Research Annual Meeting on April 
14–18, 2007, was the world’s largest and most 
comprehensive gathering of leading cancer 
researchers, scientists, and clinicians en-
gaged in all aspects of clinical investigations 
pertaining to human cancer as well as the 
scientific disciplines of cellular, molecular, 
and tumor biology; carcinogenesis; chem-
istry; developmental biology and stem cells; 
endocrinology, epidemiology, and biostatis-
tics; experimental/molecular therapeutics; 
immunology; and radiobiology/radiation on-
cology; imaging; prevention and survivorship 
research; 

Whereas, as part of their Centennial, the 
American Association for Cancer Research 
has published ‘‘Landmarks in Cancer Re-
search’’ citing the events or discoveries after 
1907 that have had a profound effect on ad-
vancing our knowledge of the causes, mecha-
nisms, diagnosis, treatment, and prevention 
of cancer; these landmarks are intended as 
an educational, living document, an ever- 
changing testament to human ingenuity and 
creativity in the scientific struggle to under-
stand and eliminate the diseases collectively 
known as cancer; 

Whereas more than 60 percent of all cancer 
occurs in people over the age of 65, and issues 
relating to the interface of aging and cancer, 
ranging from the most basic science ques-
tions to epidemiologic relationships to clin-
ical and health services research issues, are 
of concern to society; 

Whereas the American Association for 
Cancer Research is proactively addressing 
these issues paramount to our aging popu-
lation through a Task Force on Cancer and 
Aging, special conferences, and other pro-
grams which engage the scientific commu-
nity in response to this demographic impera-
tive; and 

Whereas May would be an appropriate 
month to recognize as National Cancer Re-
search Month: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That— 
(1) it is the sense of the House of Rep-

resentatives that there should be established 
a National Cancer Research Month to sup-
port the American Association for Cancer 
Research in public education efforts to make 
cancer research a national and international 

priority so that one day the disease of cancer 
will be relegated to history; and 

(2) the House of Representatives— 
(A) congratulates the American Associa-

tion for Cancer Research on its 100-year an-
niversary: ‘‘A Century of Leadership in 
Science—A Future of Cancer Prevention and 
Cures’’; 

(B) recognizes the invaluable contributions 
made by the American Association for Can-
cer Research and its quest to prevent and 
cure cancer and save lives through cancer re-
search; and 

(C) expresses the gratitude of the people of 
the United States for the American Associa-
tion for Cancer Research’s contributions and 
the progress in advancing cancer research. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN) the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. FOSSELLA) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Wisconsin. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the resolution now under consider-
ation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Wisconsin? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I 

rise in support of H. Res. 448, express-
ing the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives that there should be es-
tablished a National Cancer Research 
Month. 

Preventing and ultimately finding a 
cure for cancer is a major public health 
challenge. The resolution before us 
calls for the establishment of a Na-
tional Cancer Research Month, a time 
to bring public awareness of the nearly 
200 forms of cancer and bring hope and 
a cure that cancer research provides. 
Providing a National Cancer Research 
Month will remind us that basic, clin-
ical, epidemiological, and behavioral 
research are integral to identifying 
causes and developing strategies for 
prevention, diagnosis, treatment and 
cures for cancer. 

This resolution also highlights the 
contributions of the American Associa-
tion for Cancer Research, an organiza-
tion that has been on the forefront of 
cancer research for more than 100 
years. The American Association for 
Cancer Research was founded in 1907 by 
a group of 11 physicians and scientists 
interested in cancer research. 

As the oldest and largest scientific 
organization in the world focused on 
every aspect of high quality, innova-
tive cancer research, the American As-
sociation for Cancer Research has es-
tablished a reputation for scientific 
breadth and excellence as premier re-
searchers in the field. 

Today, the American Association for 
Cancer Research accelerates progress 
towards the prevention and cure of 
cancer by promoting research, edu-
cation, communication, and advocacy 
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and fostering the exchange of knowl-
edge and new ideas among scientists 
dedicated to cancer research, providing 
training opportunities for the next gen-
eration of cancer researchers and in-
creasing public understanding of can-
cer. 

On this, their centennial year of serv-
ice, we commend the work of the 
American Association for Cancer Re-
search and applaud their effort to 
make cancer research a national and 
international priority. We owe a debt 
of gratitude to organizations like the 
American Association for Cancer Re-
search for their contributions in ad-
vancing the public awareness of cancer 
and for excellence among its member-
ship in the field of cancer research. 

I would like to thank my colleague, 
the gentleman from Utah (Mr. MATHE-
SON), for his work in raising this im-
portant issue, and I urge my colleagues 
to join me in supporting this resolu-
tion. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. FOSSELLA. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, it is a dreaded word 
in the English language, and it is 
called ‘‘cancer.’’ Not a family in Amer-
ica is left unscathed or untouched by 
cancer and what it means to the fami-
lies, and very often the terrible out-
comes. 

If there is a positive light, we know 
over the last several decades in par-
ticular, many health care profes-
sionals, organizations and groups have 
dedicated not just time and money and 
research, but their true passion to 
helping find a cure and treat cancer in 
many different ways. 

I know on Staten Island this week we 
will have the annual breast cancer 
walk that will attract thousands of 
people, many of whom are survivors, 
and many who will work in remem-
brance and memorial of loved ones. 

That is why I join my colleague, the 
gentlewoman from Wisconsin (Ms. 
BALDWIN), in support of H. Res. 448, ex-
pressing the sense of the House that 
there should be established a National 
Cancer Research Month. Perhaps it 
should be all year. I think it is impor-
tant to at least acknowledge that Na-
tional Cancer Research Month be this 
month. 

The purpose of establishing this 
month is to provide an opportunity to 
better educate the public in an effort 
to make cancer research a national pri-
ority. 

At the NIH, the National Cancer In-
stitute conducts research into cancer 
in conjunction with numerous other in-
stitutes and centers. The NCI alone 
comprises one-third of the NIH’s $30 
billion budget. The work being done at 
the NIH towards cancer research is in-
valuable. Establishing a Cancer Re-
search Month can help highlight what 
is being done by the scientific commu-
nity and how the public can become in-
volved. 

While acknowledging and putting 
aside this month is important, what is 
even more important is continuing to 
support the research of those caring, 
compassionate health care profes-
sionals and researchers who will one 
day find the cure for all cancers, and 
that should be our wish and national 
goal and priority. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time to close. 

Mr. FOSSELLA. Madam Speaker, I 
join my colleague from Wisconsin in 
supporting the resolution, and ask 
Members to support the resolution. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, in 
closing, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this bill. As our Nation’s research-
ers continue to move us closer to a 
cure for cancer, it is important for us 
to recognize the work that these re-
searchers do. Each piece of research, 
each project is a vital part of the solu-
tion that we will achieve when a cure 
is discovered. I thank my colleague, 
Mr. MATHESON, for his work on this 
issue and urge passage of the resolu-
tion. 

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
voice my strong support for H. Res. 448. This 
bipartisan resolution expresses the sense of 
the House of Representatives that the United 
States should establish a National Cancer Re-
search Month. 

This year marks the 100th anniversary of 
the American Association for Cancer Re-
search. 

Thanks to research and expanded cancer 
education, we have more early detectors, pre-
ventative measures, and treatments for cancer 
than ever before. 

But we still have a long road ahead of us. 
The American Cancer Society estimates that 
in the San Bernardino County alone, nearly 
2,500 Americans will die from a cancer-related 
illness in the upcoming year. 

Every American is touched by this horrible 
disease; thanks to great strides, the number of 
cancer-related deaths is declining. 

Strengthening research and public aware-
ness of cancer will lead to more scientific 
breakthroughs that can increase survival rates 
for cancer patients—and give our cancer sur-
vivors a better quality of life. 

I urge my colleagues to cast a vote for 
hope, and to support this vital resolution. 

b 1700 

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Wisconsin (Ms. 
BALDWIN) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 448. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF NATIONAL IDIO-
PATHIC PULMONARY FIBROSIS 
AWARENESS WEEK 

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 
182) recognizing the need to pursue re-
search into the causes, a treatment, 
and an eventual cure for idiopathic pul-
monary fibrosis, supporting the goals 
and ideals of National Idiopathic Pul-
monary Fibrosis Awareness Week, and 
for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The text of the concurrent resolution 
is as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 182 

Whereas idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis is a 
serious lung disorder causing progressive, in-
curable lung scarring; 

Whereas idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis is 
one of about 200 disorders called interstitial 
lung diseases; 

Whereas idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis is 
the most common form of interstitial lung 
disease; 

Whereas idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis is a 
debilitating and generally fatal disease 
marked by progressive scarring of the lungs, 
causing an irreversible loss of the lung tis-
sue’s ability to transport oxygen; 

Whereas idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis pro-
gresses quickly, often causing disability or 
death within a few short years; 

Whereas there is no proven cause of idio-
pathic pulmonary fibrosis; 

Whereas more than 128,000 United States 
citizens have idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis, 
and more than 48,000 new cases are diagnosed 
each year representing a 156-percent increase 
in mortality since 2001; 

Whereas idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis is 
often misdiagnosed or under diagnosed; 

Whereas the median survival rate for idio-
pathic pulmonary fibrosis patients is 2 to 3 
years; about two-thirds of idiopathic pul-
monary fibrosis patients die within 5 years; 
and approximately 40,000 patients die each 
year; and 

Whereas a need has been identified to in-
crease awareness and detection of this 
misdiagnosed and under diagnosed disorder 
as well as all incarnations of pulmonary fi-
brosis: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That the Congress— 

(1) recognizes the need to pursue research 
into the causes, a treatment, and an even-
tual cure for idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis; 

(2) supports the work of advocates and or-
ganizations in educating, supporting, and 
providing hope for individuals who suffer 
from idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis, includ-
ing efforts to organize a National Idiopathic 
Pulmonary Fibrosis Awareness Week; 

(3) supports the designation of an appro-
priate week as National Idiopathic Pul-
monary Fibrosis Awareness Week; 

(4) welcomes the issuance of a proclama-
tion designating a National Idiopathic Pul-
monary Fibrosis Awareness Week; 

(5) congratulates advocates and organiza-
tions for their efforts to educate the public 
about idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis, while 
funding research to help find a cure for this 
disorder; and 

(6) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Idiopathic Pulmonary Fibrosis Aware-
ness Week. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
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Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. FOSSELLA) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Wisconsin. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the reso-
lution now under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Wisconsin? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port of H. Con. Res. 182, recognizing the 
need to pursue research into the 
causes, treatment and eventual cure 
for idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis, IPF, 
supporting the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Idiopathic Pulmonary Fibrosis 
Week, and for other purposes. 

IPF is a debilitating and generally 
fatal disease which afflicts more than 
128,000 Americans, with more than 
48,000 new cases diagnosed each year. 
IPF is often undiagnosed or 
misdiagnosed and is a disease marked 
by progressive scarring of the lungs, 
causing an irreversible loss of the lung 
tissue’s ability to transport oxygen. 

The legislation before us today recog-
nizes the need to pursue research into 
the causes of IPF. H. Con. Res. 182 ex-
presses support for the work of advo-
cates and organizations in educating, 
supporting and providing hope for indi-
viduals who suffer from the disease and 
supports the designation of National 
Idiopathic Pulmonary Fibrosis Aware-
ness Week. 

This is an important piece of legisla-
tion, and I would like to commend my 
colleague and friend Mr. DEAL for all of 
his hard work on this issue. I urge my 
colleagues to join me in support of this 
resolution. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. FOSSELLA. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I join my colleague 
from Wisconsin in urging the support 
of H. Con. Res. 182 and at the outset 
commend our colleague Mr. DEAL from 
Georgia for introducing the resolution. 

We all knew and remember Charlie 
Norwood who served in this House with 
honor and distinction, and those who 
knew Charlie Norwood well knew he 
was a fighter, passionate about his con-
stituents, his belief, and passionate 
about this country, and many fights he 
won. But the fight he did not win was 
when he was diagnosed with a serious 
lung disorder in 1998 called, shortly, 
IPF. 

He received a single lung transplant 
but passed away in February of this 
year and for that we miss him. 

IPF is a progressive and generally 
fatal lung disease. It’s marked by de-

bilitating scarring of delicate lung tis-
sue and hinders the lungs’ ability to 
transport oxygen to vital organs. 40,000 
people, 40,000 Americans will die this 
year from IPF, and there’s no cure or 
treatment for this debilitating irre-
versible disease. Far too many of those 
with IPF face severe disability or death 
within a few short years, and we saw 
that progression here with our col-
league Mr. Norwood. 

The purpose of this resolution is to 
bring awareness to the severity of this 
devastating disease. Additionally, the 
resolution will support the goals of the 
National Idiopathic Pulmonary Fibro-
sis Awareness Week and encourage the 
work being done by the Coalition for 
Pulmonary Fibrosis and partner orga-
nizations in educating the public about 
IPF. 

40,000 people die in a year, Madam 
Speaker. We should do what we can to 
bring attention and education and 
awareness to ensure it doesn’t happen. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I am 
delighted to yield 5 minutes to my 
friend and colleague from Washington 
State (Mr. BAIRD). 

Mr. BAIRD. Madam Speaker, I thank 
the gentlelady, and I thank my col-
league from New York as well. 

My colleague from New York did a 
very nice job of honoring our dear 
friend Charlie Norwood who perished of 
this disease. My interest comes from 
the fact that my father died of the dis-
ease, and I want to also talk about 
MIKE CASTLE who has been a strong 
supporter of this legislation. Mike lost 
a sister and a brother to this disease. 

What I would share with people is 
imagine getting a diagnosis for a dis-
ease you may never have heard of, for 
which there is no known cause and no 
known treatment, but it will be fatal. 
That’s IPF, and as the gentleman from 
New York pointed out, it is estimated 
that the deaths, at least by some 
sources, that the deaths caused by IPF 
on an annual basis exceed the number 
of breast cancer deaths in this country. 
But my understanding is NIH currently 
allocates about $14 million total to re-
search on IPF. 

So we have a disease that is growing 
in prevalence, that is fatal, that we 
have no known cause and no known 
cure of, and it has claimed the life of 
one of our dear colleagues here and the 
family members of Members of the 
Congress. That’s why we’ve introduced 
this resolution. 

I want to commend families and 
friends from the Coalition for Pul-
monary Fibrosis who were here a cou-
ple of weeks ago on Capitol Hill lob-
bying in support of this legislation. I’m 
pleased to see our leadership bring this 
up. 

We would hope that this is a first 
step. Our hope is that by increasing the 
awareness of our colleagues here in 
Congress and of the American public 
that we can not only increase aware-
ness of the disease but begin to work 

towards actual dedicated funding for 
this. 

This is a cruel illness. Anyone who 
has seen a family member suffer from 
it has seen the actually rather des-
perate effort to try to simply breathe, 
and that’s what happens when your 
lungs scar up and one goes from a stage 
of diagnosis where you have a little 
shortness of breath. Then you begin to 
need oxygen, to then you flat just can-
not breathe and you die of this thing. 
There are a host of other complications 
that happen along the way that are not 
particularly pleasant, to say the least. 

So I want to urge my colleagues to 
support this resolution, and I would 
urge them to look forward to ways that 
we can actually do more to actually 
identify the causes. There is believed 
to be some genetic component. I know 
of one woman who has had five family 
members die of the same illness. We 
don’t know whether that is the cause of 
all cases. We don’t know how it’s 
passed on. 

But this is the kind of illness that is 
killing a number of our friends, now 
one of our colleagues and many family 
members of Members of Congress right 
here. So I urge my colleagues to sup-
port the resolution. 

I thank the gentleman from New 
York. I thank the gentlelady from Wis-
consin, and I particularly want to com-
mend NATHAN DEAL who was one of 
Charlie Norwood’s closest friends. It’s 
very personal for NATHAN. Obviously, 
it’s personal for myself and MIKE CAS-
TLE. I would urge passage, and I thank 
the gentlelady. 

Mr. FOSSELLA. Madam Speaker, let 
me just in closing commend Mr. BAIRD 
for his advocacy. I can only imagine 
what it meant to him and his family in 
seeing the passing of his dad from this 
dreaded illness. 

So in his honor and that of Mr. CAS-
TLE, Mr. Norwood and especially prac-
tically 40,000 fellow Americans, it’s so 
important to solve the problem, to ac-
knowledge it exists, and become aware 
and educated on how to solve it. 

Let’s not just acknowledge and be-
come more aware, but give the re-
sources and funding and support those 
who ultimately want to find a cure. 

Madam Speaker, with that, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, in 
closing, I think my colleagues have 
most eloquently made the case for sup-
port of this resolution. 

IPF is a debilitating disease and in-
creased awareness will certainly move 
us closer to finding the answers to the 
many unanswered questions sur-
rounding IPF. 

Again, I commend my colleague Mr. 
DEAL for his authorship and urge pas-
sage of this resolution. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the re-
mainder of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Wisconsin (Ms. 
BALDWIN) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 182. 
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The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
WITH RESPECT TO DIAMOND- 
BLACKFAN ANEMIA 

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 524) expressing 
the sense of the House of Representa-
tives with respect to Diamond- 
Blackfan Anemia, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 524 

Whereas Diamond-Blackfan Anemia 
(‘‘DBA’’) is a rare genetic bone marrow fail-
ure disorder affecting children and adults, 90 
percent of whom are younger than 1 year of 
age when they are diagnosed, and results in 
severe anemia due to failure to produce red 
blood cells; 

Whereas individuals and families suffering 
with rare diseases such as DBA not only face 
the challenges of their debilitating and life- 
threatening diseases, but must also confront 
the consequences of their rare disease status; 

Whereas individuals suffering from rare 
diseases need access to treatment options 
and the potential for a cure; 

Whereas research is proving the study of 
complex, rare diseases such as DBA yield tre-
mendous advancements in other, larger dis-
ease areas that affect millions of Americans; 

Whereas the children living with DBA have 
an increased risk of leukemia, solid tumors, 
and complete bone marrow failure, and 50 
percent of patients with DBA are born with 
birth defects including abnormalities to the 
face, head, upper arm and hand, genito-
urinary, and heart with 21 percent of affected 
patients having more than 1 defect; 

Whereas the study of DBA will yield the 
true incidence of aplastic anemia, 
myelodysplastic syndrome, leukemia, and 
the predisposition to cancer in DBA and will 
serve as an important model for under-
standing the genetics of birth defects; 

Whereas treatments for DBA, including the 
use of steroids (such as prednisone) and blood 
transfusions, have potential long-term side 
effects, including osteoporosis, impaired 
growth because of the steroids, diabetes, and 
iron overload because of the transfusions; 

Whereas the only cure for DBA is a bone 
marrow transplant, a procedure that carries 
serious risks and, since most patients lack 
an acceptable donor, is an option available 
for only about 25 percent of patients; 

Whereas rare diseases, such as DBA, ben-
efit greatly from well-established com-
prehensive care centers such as the DBA 
Comprehensive Clinical Care Center at 
Schneider Children’s Hospital in New Hyde 
Park, New York (the ‘‘Center’’), which has 
become the multidimensional hub for the 
care and treatment of DBA patients across 
the country, as well as the home of the DBA 
Patient Registry which has become a valu-

able national resource for investigators uti-
lizing the Center to accomplish research in a 
multitude of areas not specific only to DBA; 

Whereas the successful establishment of 
the Center became a model for how to diag-
nose, treat, and improve the lives of patients 
with rare diseases, while learning from the 
disorder to yield advancements in other 
areas of disease research; 

Whereas the success of the initial Center 
prompted the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention’s DBA Public Health Out-
reach and Surveillance Program to establish 
3 additional DBA Centers in Texas, Cali-
fornia, and Massachusetts to further patient 
access to information, treatment, and care 
by DBA experts, which has resulted in a dou-
bling of patient care visits for DBA care and 
surveillance since their establishment; 

Whereas the DBA Public Health Outreach 
and Surveillance Program at the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (‘‘CDC’’) has 
resulted in the completion of the first CDC 
brochure for the DBA patient population, the 
introduction of a DBA hotline and dedicated 
DBA nurse, and has resulted in a 25-percent 
increase of enrollment of DBA patients into 
the DBA Patient Registry in the first 2 years 
of the program; 

Whereas the collaboration between the Na-
tional Institutes of Health and the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention and their 
close collaboration with the Daniella Maria 
Arturi Foundation and the DBA Foundation 
have driven the many recent successes in the 
DBA field and serve as a model for address-
ing rare disease research efforts through 
close public and private collaboration to 
achieve the highest levels of success in the 
areas of improved patient care and disease 
research; 

Whereas the interagency collaboration 
achieved within the National Institutes of 
Health between the National Heart, Lung, 
and Blood Institute, the National Institute 
of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Dis-
eases, the National Cancer Institute, and the 
Office of Rare Diseases to advance the re-
search and understanding of DBA has re-
sulted in significant advancements not only 
in the DBA scientific arena, but in under-
standing its many links to more prevalent 
disorders; and 

Whereas the DBA research initiatives have 
already yielded tremendous success includ-
ing the discovery of 2 ribosomal protein 
(‘‘RP’’) genes and the identification that 
DBA is the first human disease linked to a 
ribosomal protein problem which, as a funda-
mental unit of cellular function, has been 
implicated in a wide range of human dis-
orders including cancer, making this dis-
covery a profound example of the additional 
benefits that may result from the study of 
DBA: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) recognizes that the identification of Di-
amond-Blackfan Anemia (‘‘DBA’’) may ad-
vance the understanding of DBA, identify 
implications of cancer predisposition, and 
serve as an important model for under-
standing human development and the molec-
ular basis for certain birth defects; 

(2) recognizes the importance of com-
prehensive care centers in providing com-
plete care and treatment for each patient, 
leading to an increase in correct and early 
diagnosis; 

(3) commends Schneider Children’s Hos-
pital for providing the first DBA Comprehen-
sive Clinical Care Center for patients across 
the country, for developing the DBA Patient 
Registry which has proven a robust surveil-
lance tool to understand the epidemiology, 
biology, and treatment of DBA, and for prov-
ing a valuable resource for investigators at a 
national level, working to understand DBA’s 

link to more prevalent disorders facing 
Americans; 

(4) commends the Daniella Maria Arturi 
Foundation and the Diamond-Blackfan Ane-
mia Foundation for their efforts to facilitate 
the successful collaboration among the Na-
tional Institutes of Health and the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention to 
achieve a successful multidisciplinary ap-
proach between clinical and scientific DBA 
efforts with the goal of shortening the life 
cycle of success realized between the labora-
tory and applied patient care; and 

(5) encourages research efforts to further 
understand ribosomal protein deficiencies in 
rare inherited diseases and to advance the 
treatment options available to those with 
DBA. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. FOSSELLA) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Wisconsin. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on the resolution 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Wisconsin? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as may con-
sume. 

I rise in support of H. Res. 524, ex-
pressing the sense of the House with re-
spect to Diamond-Blackfan anemia, 
DBA. 

DBA is a rare genetic bone marrow 
disorder affecting children and adults, 
90 percent of whom are younger than 1 
year of age when they are diagnosed. 
DBA results in severe anemia due to 
the failure to produce red blood cells. 
The symptoms may vary greatly, from 
very mild to severe and life-threat-
ening. Unfortunately, because DBA is a 
rare disease, there is limited research 
being done, and treatment options are 
not optimal. 

The resolution before us today as 
amended expresses the sense of the 
House of Representatives that we 
should encourage further efforts to 
clarify the natural history of DBA, 
continue efforts to raise awareness and 
ease access of information about DBA, 
encourage research efforts that will ad-
vance treatment options and seek a 
cure and encourage cross-institutional 
research initiatives to study the intri-
cacies involved in this rare inherited 
disease. 

This is an important piece of legisla-
tion, and I would like to acknowledge 
and thank my colleague Representa-
tive CAROLYN MCCARTHY for her hard 
work and dedication on this issue. I 
urge all of my colleagues to join me in 
support of this legislation. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. FOSSELLA. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 
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Let me join my colleague from Wis-

consin in supporting H. Res. 524 and 
also acknowledging again at the outset 
the work and efforts of my colleague 
from New York (Mrs. MCCARTHY). 

As was mentioned, the resolution 
recognizes the elements of the Dia-
mond-Blackfan anemia and the re-
search being done on the disease. 

DBA is a blood condition, as men-
tioned, present at birth which is char-
acterized by failure of the bone marrow 
to produce red blood cells, and unlike 
other types of anemia, DBA relates to 
a bone marrow failure. It’s been the re-
sult of a genetic mutation and has gen-
erally been diagnosed at birth. 

The purpose of this resolution is to 
bring awareness to this disease and the 
research and education surrounding Di-
amond-Blackfan anemia. As is always 
the case, although the word is rare and 
operative, the point is if somebody is 
suffering from DBA they’re suffering, 
and just because there may not be tens 
of thousands a year, the fact is that 
suffering doesn’t go away. 

So I would urge the adoption. 
Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-

ance of my time. 
Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I am 

now proud to yield 5 minutes to my 
colleague, the author of this resolu-
tion, the gentlelady from New York 
(Mrs. MCCARTHY). 

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. 
Madam Speaker, I’d like to thank my 
colleague Ms. BALDWIN for her support, 
and I’d also like to thank my colleague 
from New York, VITO FOSSELLA, for 
taking a strong stance on this issue. 

I also want to say that this bill would 
not have made it to the floor without 
the help of my good friend and col-
league, Congressman PALLONE from 
New Jersey, for his support in bringing 
it up. 

It was mentioned that Diamond- 
Blackfan anemia, or DBA, is a rare ge-
netic bone marrow failure disorder that 
affects children and adults, stopping 
the body’s ability to produce red blood 
cells. 

A lot of our colleagues might remem-
ber, every year I go around and ask all 
of my colleagues to sign a book so that 
I can have the opportunity to teach my 
colleagues about DBA, so as we go 
down the road mostly hopefully to get 
more research money. 

Ninety percent of those suffering this 
disease were younger than 1 year old 
when they were diagnosed. Children 
living with DBA have an increased risk 
of leukemia, solid tumors, and com-
plete bone marrow failure. Fifty per-
cent of patients with DBA are also 
born with birth defects, including ab-
normalities to the face, head, upper 
arm and hand, and heart. Twenty-one 
percent of affected patients suffer from 
more than one defect. 

The individuals and families suf-
fering from rare diseases such as DBA 
not only face the challenges of their 
life-threatening diseases, but they 
must also confront the limited treat-
ment and the research options. 

Researchers believe that the study of 
DBA will yield clues to several other 
widespread diseases, providing valuable 
insights into the biology of blood dis-
orders, blood cell formation, leukemia, 
and serve as an important model for 
understanding the genetics of birth de-
fects. 

Unfortunately, many of the long- 
term treatments for DBA have the po-
tential for serious side effects, includ-
ing impaired growth, diabetes, and iron 
overload. 

The only cure for DBA is a bone mar-
row transplant, a procedure that car-
ries serious risks. And since most pa-
tients lack an acceptable donor, it’s an 
option available for only about 25 per-
cent of the patients. 

b 1715 
Rare diseases, such as DBA, where 

there are no regional or ethnic trends 
and a small number of patients, make 
progress in treatment and research dif-
ficult. Thankfully, there are centers 
across the Nation that devote count-
less hours into understanding this dis-
ease. One such center is based out of 
my district on Long Island. The DBA 
Comprehensive Clinical Care Center at 
Schneider Children’s Hospital in New 
Hyde Park, New York, has become the 
hub for the care and treatment of DBA 
patients across the country. The facil-
ity is also home of the DBA Patient 
Registry, which has become a valuable 
national resource for families and the 
researchers. 

The success made at Schneider’s 
Children’s Hospital have prompted the 
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention’s DBA Public Health Outreach 
and Surveillance Program to establish 
three additional DBA centers in Texas, 
California, and Massachusetts to fur-
ther patient access, information, treat-
ment, and care by DBA experts. This 
has resulted in a doubling of patient 
care visits for DBA since their estab-
lishment. 

The effects are also felt on a national 
level. The CDC has dedicated resources 
and manpower to the study of DBA as 
well as patient outreach. Because of 
these efforts, we have seen a 25 percent 
increase of enrollment of DBA patients 
into the DBA Patient Registry in the 
first 2 years of the program. The col-
laboration achieved through Federal 
programs such as NIH and the CDC and 
private groups such as the Daniela 
Maria Arturi Foundation and the DBA 
Foundation have driven the many re-
cent successes in the DBA field. This 
partnership should serve as a model for 
addressing rare disease research efforts 
through close public and private man-
ners. I have been working with the 
Arturi family for many years. Their 
daughter Daniela was affected by this 
rare disease, and they have been the 
vocal voices for increased funding for 
research and treatment. Today, we in 
Congress will give them and all fami-
lies suffering from this rare disease a 
chance of hope. 

Let me say that we hear constantly 
of these very rare diseases, and the 

families sometimes feel they have no 
hope. I would encourage them to reach 
out on the Internet to find the infor-
mation they need to. The foundation 
that was started 10 years ago has come 
such a long way where researchers 
from across the world now come in for 
a conference every year to find out 
more and what work has been done. 
And even though the cure for DBA has 
not happened yet, the other research 
has helped many, many other families. 
So, please, join me in supporting this 
resolution and telling the families and 
the children with DBA that they are 
not alone. I ask my colleagues to sup-
port H. Res. 524. 

Mr. FOSSELLA. Madam Speaker, I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I am 
pleased to yield 2 minutes to my col-
league from New York, Congressman 
BISHOP. 

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Madam 
Speaker, I rise in strong support and as 
a proud cosponsor of this resolution, 
recognizing the importance of the Fed-
eral Government’s continued support 
for research into the rare bone marrow 
failure disorder for which there is no 
known cure known as Diamond- 
Blackfan anemia. 

I am very proud to represent Manny 
and Maria Arturi of Remsenberg, NY, 
located in my district. After the loss of 
their daughter Daniela Maria nearly 12 
years ago, the foundation they created 
and that bears her name continues 
making great strides toward the ulti-
mate goal of finding a cure. 

When a tragic disorder like this 
strikes infants within the first year of 
their lives, it is all the more important 
for Congress to go on record voicing 
our unwavering support to raise aware-
ness and broaden support for funding 
rare disease research. Accordingly, this 
resolution demonstrates we support 
giving experienced doctors the re-
sources for the most complete care for 
those patients. And by encouraging the 
National Institutes of Health and Cen-
ters for Disease Control to coordinate a 
multidisciplinary approach toward a 
cure, this legislation brings hope that 
other parents will be spared from the 
kind of devastation felt by the Arturis 
once they learned of their child’s diag-
nosis. 

Therefore, Madam Speaker, I encour-
age my colleagues to support this reso-
lution as well as other measures that 
will ultimately bring about a cure for 
Diamond-Blackfan anemia. 

Mr. FOSSELLA. Madam Speaker, let 
me again congratulate Mrs. MCCARTHY 
for bringing this to the floor, and con-
stantly, not just here but constantly 
bringing attention to DBA. 

Whenever a parent gets bad news on 
a child and an illness, you know it 
takes to the heart. And there are so 
many innovative, wonderful, compas-
sionate health care professionals who 
try to bring a level of comfort to those 
families, and I know that here in Con-
gress we do the same and try to bring 
awareness. And although rare, or rarer 
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than many illnesses, nevertheless, the 
pain and suffering remains the same. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, Dia-

mond-Blackfan anemia is such a seri-
ous condition; and because it is such a 
rare disease, there is a real need for in-
creased awareness and research. I com-
mend my colleague Mrs. MCCARTHY for 
her advocacy on this issue, and I urge 
my colleagues to support the resolu-
tion. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Wisconsin (Ms. 
BALDWIN) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 524, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

DEXTROMETHORPHAN 
DISTRIBUTION ACT OF 2007 

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 970) to amend the Federal 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act with re-
spect to the distribution of the drug 
dextromethorphan, and for other pur-
poses, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 970 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the 
‘‘Dextromethorphan Distribution Act of 
2007’’. 
SEC. 2. RESTRICTIONS ON DISTRIBUTION OF 

BULK DEXTROMETHORPHAN. 
The Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act 

(21 U.S.C. 321 et seq.) is amended— 
(1) in section 501, by inserting at the end 

the following: 
‘‘(j) If it is unfinished dextromethorphan 

and is possessed, received, or distributed in 
violation of section 506D.’’; and 

(2) by inserting after section 506C the fol-
lowing: 
‘‘SEC. 506D. RESTRICTIONS ON DISTRIBUTION OF 

BULK DEXTROMETHORPHAN. 
‘‘(a) RESTRICTIONS.—No person shall— 
‘‘(1) possess or receive unfinished 

dextromethorphan, unless the person is reg-
istered under section 510; or 

‘‘(2) distribute unfinished dextrometh-
orphan to any person other than a person 
registered under section 510. 

‘‘(b) EXCEPTION FOR COMMON CARRIERS.— 
This section does not apply to a common 
carrier that possesses, receives, or distrib-
utes unfinished dextromethorphan for pur-
poses of distributing such unfinished 
dextromethorphan between persons reg-
istered under section 510. 

‘‘(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) The term ‘common carrier’ means any 

person that holds itself out to the general 
public as a provider for hire of the transpor-
tation by water, land, or air of merchandise, 
whether or not the person actually operates 
the vessel, vehicle, or aircraft by which the 
transportation is provided, between a port or 
place and a port or place in the United 
States. 

‘‘(2) The term ‘unfinished dextrometh-
orphan’ means dextromethorphan that is not 
contained in a drug that is in finished dosage 
form.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. FOSSELLA) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Wisconsin. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on the bill under 
consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Wisconsin? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I rise in support of H.R. 970, the 
Dextromethorphan Distribution Act of 
2007. 

Dextromethorphan, commonly 
known as DXM or DEX, is an active in-
gredient in many over-the-counter 
cough and cold medications. When used 
as directed, DEX has proven to be an 
effective cough suppressant; but sadly, 
an alarming number of teenagers and 
young adults are abusing prescription 
and over-the-counter medications by 
taking much larger than recommended 
doses to get high. 

H.R. 970 attempts to curb the misuse 
and abuse of DEX by restricting the 
sale, purchase, trade, and distribution 
of DEX to registered producers of drugs 
and devices. The legislation is aimed at 
preventing would-be drug dealers from 
purchasing DEX wholesale and selling 
it over the Internet and on the streets. 

Similar legislation passed the House 
during the 109th Congress but was not 
enacted into law. Today, we renew our 
commitment to America’s young peo-
ple by passing this legislation. We are 
also reminding parents and guardians 
to remain vigilant in the often difficult 
task of talking with our young people 
about drug misuse and abuse. Even if 
your child does not abuse products con-
taining DEX or any other over-the- 
counter medications, odds suggest that 
they know somebody who does. 

I want to acknowledge and commend 
our colleagues, particularly Congress-
man FRED UPTON and Congressman 
RICK LARSEN, for their committed work 
on this issue, and I urge my colleagues 
to support H.R. 970. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. FOSSELLA. Madam Speaker, I 
am proud to rise in favor along with 
my colleague from Wisconsin and sup-
port H.R. 970. At the outset, I would 
also like to thank Mr. UPTON of Michi-
gan and Mr. LARSEN of Washington for 
their work on this important legisla-
tion. Mr. UPTON in particular has been 
a true champion and is one of the rea-
sons why we are here. 

Dextromethorphan, or DXM or DEX 
as it is sometimes called, is an ingre-
dient found in cough medicine. The in-
gredient relieves the coughing associ-
ated with the cold or flu, which is a 
positive, and cough medicines con-
taining this drug are common and can 
be obtained without prescription, as we 
full know. While the drug is safe and 
effective, it is also dangerous if too 
much is taken. 

Reports have shown that some seg-
ments of the population, particularly 
young people, will take large amounts 
of this medicine in an attempt to ab-
sorb large amounts of DXM to get high. 
The abuse of this drug can cause death 
as well as other serious adverse events, 
such as brain damage, seizure, loss of 
consciousness, and irregular heartbeat. 

Madam Speaker, at this point, I yield 
to my colleague and a true champion of 
this, Mr. UPTON, for 4 minutes. 

Mr. UPTON. Madam Speaker, I also 
want to compliment our fine Reading 
Clerk for getting the pronunciation of 
dextromethorphan correct. I know she 
has been practicing for days, as many 
of us have. 

But I too rise in strong support of 
this bill, H.R. 970, the 
Dextromethorphan Distribution Act, I 
am going to call it DXM, of 2007, legis-
lation that I introduced with my friend 
and colleague Mr. RICK LARSEN of 
Washington. He has been absolutely a 
champion as we have worked this issue 
on both sides of the aisle to restrict the 
distribution of this product to entities 
registered with the FDA. 

I want to thank the House leadership 
for scheduling this bill; I want to 
thank my friend and chairman, Mr. 
DINGELL of our committee, as well as 
Mr. BARTON, the ranking member, as 
well as the chairman and ranking 
member of the Energy and Commerce 
Health Subcommittee for allowing this 
bill in fact to come to the floor, not 
only in this session but in the last ses-
sion of Congress as well. When we did 
pass it on the House floor, I think it 
was actually one of the last bills that 
was passed in the 109th Congress in the 
House, but the Senate failed us at the 
end. We are hoping that by passing it 
at this point the Senate, in fact, will 
move together. 

I also want to thank my staff, par-
ticularly Jane Williams, who has sat in 
countless meetings as we have worked 
and finessed this legislation, not only 
the industry folks here, but obviously 
with House and Senate leaders on both 
sides of the Capitol. 

This drug normally is a safe and ef-
fective nonnarcotic cough suppressant 
that is used in many over-the-counter 
cough and cold medicines. While medi-
cines containing DXM are used safely 
and effectively by millions of Ameri-
cans every year, taken in extremely 
large quantities this drug produces a 
high that can cause brain damage, sei-
zure, and obviously death. 

Studies have shown that teenagers 
are obtaining unfinished DXM on the 
Internet to get high by consuming 
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large amounts or mixing it with alco-
hol. And already there have been too 
many deaths linked to the abuse of 
pure DXM. According to the DEA, 
abuse among adolescents is increasing. 
Abuse of DXM has been found in sev-
eral forms, but has been increasingly 
found in an encapsulated powder form 
which is now being sold over the Inter-
net. Currently, there are no restric-
tions, none, on the restriction of raw 
bulk dextromethorphan, and this bill 
would help to ensure that DXM is used 
only for legitimate purposes and stays 
out of the hands of drug dealers and 
adolescents. FDA would have the au-
thority to seize bulk 
dextromethorphan if found in the pos-
session of anyone not authorized to 
have it, and those measures would cut 
off the supply chain of unfinished DXM 
to those purchasing it on the Internet 
to get high or to sell it as a street 
drug. 

This bill has been endorsed by the 
American Pharmacists Association, 
the Consumer Healthcare Products As-
sociation, the Food Marketing Insti-
tute, the National Association of Chain 
Drug Stores and Partnership for a 
Drug-Free America. 

As the parent of two teenagers, I am 
certainly alarmed by the number of 
teens who are abusing cough syrup and 
pure DXM to get a high. They are 
under the false impression that getting 
high off this drug is harmless because 
it is an ingredient in cough syrup. 
Nothing can be further from the truth. 
Our kids are playing a game of Russian 
roulette every time they get high off 
this drug, and sooner or later someone 
will die, as they have already. Enough 
is enough. 

This commonsense bipartisan piece 
of legislation will certainly put an end 
to the bulk sale of DXM on the Inter-
net and will keep our kids safe from 
the dangers of this type of drug abuse. 
I hope that all of our colleagues can 
support this even on a voice vote, and 
I hope and pray that the Senate will 
take action as soon as they can so that 
we can get this bill to the President’s 
desk where I expect him to sign it. 

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. FOSSELLA. Madam Speaker, let 
me again commend Mr. LARSEN, and of 
course Mr. UPTON and my colleague 
from Wisconsin, and urge the adoption. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I 

want to state that this bill and its pas-
sage will certainly begin to curb the 
abuse of dextromethorphan. I would 
like to thank the gentleman also for 
his leadership on this bill and that of 
Mr. RICK LARSEN’s. This will begin a 
process of educating about the harm 
that such abuse of over-the-counter 
drugs can cause, and I urge my col-
leagues to join me in supporting this 
bill. 

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Madam Speak-
er, our society tends to think of drugs only as 
illicit, illegal products sold on the street. Yet 
there are other dangers closer to home, in our 

own medicine cabinets and a click of the 
mouse away. Common household products, 
such as cough syrup, contain ingredients that 
can provide a high if taken in large enough 
doses. 

The Partnership for a Drug Free America 
estimates that 1 in 10 teenagers or approxi-
mately 2.4 million young people have inten-
tionally abused cough medicine in order to get 
high. The primary active ingredient in most 
cough medicines is dextromethorphan, also 
known as DXM. 

While medicines containing DXM are used 
safely by millions of Americans each year, 
some teenagers are taking excessive amounts 
of over-the-counter cough medications in order 
to get high. Moreover, many teens are abus-
ing the unfinished, pure form of DXM which 
under current law can be obtained legally over 
the Internet. 

Pure DXM is extremely dangerous when 
taken in large amounts, and can cause halluci-
nations, seizures, brain damage, and even 
death. In 2005, two teenagers in my district 
died from overdosing on unfinished DXM, 
which they had obtained from a company over 
the Internet. In the same year three boys from 
Virginia and Florida died as a result of abusing 
unfinished DXM, which they had acquired 
through the same means. The loss of these 
children is a tragedy that will forever be felt by 
their families and their communities. 

There is no need to risk the reoccurrence of 
these tragic events in the future. H.R. 970, the 
Dextromethorphan Distribution Act, will prohibit 
the distribution of unfinished DXM to anyone 
not registered to possess it. It will cut off the 
supply of unfinished DXM to those looking to 
use it to get high or sell it as a street drug. 

This commonsense legislation will eliminate 
the abuse of unfinished DXM, while still allow-
ing drug manufacturers and registered phar-
macists to use the substance as it was in-
tended. 

I would like to thank my friend and col-
league FRED UPTON for his leadership on this 
issue, and I applaud the House leadership for 
sending this bill to the House floor. I urge the 
Senate to act quickly to turn this common-
sense bill into law. 

Ms. BALDWIN. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Wisconsin (Ms. 
BALDWIN) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 970, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

b 1730 

VISION CARE FOR KIDS ACT OF 
2007 

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 507) to establish a grant pro-
gram to provide vision care to children, 
and for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 507 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Vision Care for 
Kids Act of 2007’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress makes the following findings: 
(1) Millions of children in the United States 

suffer from vision problems, many of which go 
undetected. Because children with vision prob-
lems can struggle developmentally, resulting in 
physical, emotional, and social consequences, 
good vision is essential for proper physical de-
velopment and educational progress. 

(2) Vision problems in children range from 
common conditions such as refractive errors, 
amblyopia, strabismus, ocular trauma, and in-
fections, to rare but potentially life- or sight- 
threatening problems such as retinoblastoma, 
infantile cataracts, congenital glaucoma, and 
genetic or metabolic diseases of the eye. 

(3) Since many serious ocular conditions are 
treatable if identified in the preschool and early 
school-age years, early detection provides the 
best opportunity for effective treatment and can 
have far-reaching implications for vision. 

(4) Various identification methods, including 
vision screening and comprehensive eye exami-
nations required by State laws, can be helpful in 
identifying children needing services. A child 
identified as needing services through vision 
screening should receive a comprehensive eye 
examination followed by subsequent treatment 
as needed. Any child identified as needing serv-
ices should have access to subsequent treatment 
as needed. 

(5) There is a need to increase public aware-
ness about the prevalence and devastating con-
sequences of vision disorders in children and to 
educate the public and health care providers 
about the warning signs and symptoms of ocular 
and vision disorders and the benefits of early 
detection, evaluation, and treatment. 
SEC. 3. GRANTS REGARDING VISION CARE FOR 

CHILDREN. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Health and 

Human Services (referred to in this section as 
the ‘‘Secretary’’), acting through the Director of 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
may award grants to States on the basis of an 
established review process for the purpose of 
complementing existing State efforts for— 

(1) providing comprehensive eye examinations 
by a licensed optometrist or ophthalmologist for 
children who have been previously identified 
through a vision screening or eye examination 
by a licensed health care provider or vision 
screener as needing such services, with priority 
given to children who are under the age of 9 
years; 

(2) providing treatment or services, subsequent 
to the examinations described in paragraph (1), 
necessary to correct vision problems; and 

(3) developing and disseminating, to parents, 
teachers, and health care practitioners, edu-
cational materials on recognizing signs of visual 
impairment in children. 

(b) CRITERIA AND COORDINATION.— 
(1) CRITERIA.—The Secretary, in consultation 

with appropriate professional and patient orga-
nizations including individuals with knowledge 
of age appropriate vision services, shall develop 
criteria— 

(A) governing the operation of the grant pro-
gram under subsection (a); and 

(B) for the collection of data related to vision 
assessment and the utilization of follow-up serv-
ices. 

(2) COORDINATION.—The Secretary shall, as 
appropriate, coordinate the program under sub-
section (a) with the program under section 330 
of the Public Health Service Act (relating to 
health centers) (42 U.S.C. 254b), the program 
under title XIX of the Social Security Act (relat-
ing to the Medicaid program) (42 U.S.C. 1396 et 
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seq.), the program under title XXI of such Act 
(relating to the State children’s health insur-
ance program) (42 U.S.C. 1397aa et seq.), and 
with other Federal or State programs that pro-
vide services to children. 

(c) APPLICATION.—To be eligible to receive a 
grant under subsection (a), a State shall submit 
to the Secretary an application in such form, 
made in such manner, and containing such in-
formation as the Secretary may require, includ-
ing— 

(1) information on existing Federal, Federal- 
State, or State-funded children’s vision pro-
grams; 

(2) a plan for the use of grant funds, includ-
ing how funds will be used to complement exist-
ing State efforts (including possible partnerships 
with non-profit entities); 

(3) a plan to determine if a grant eligible child 
has been identified as provided for in subsection 
(a); and 

(4) a description of how funds will be used to 
provide items or services, only as a secondary 
payer— 

(A) for an eligible child, to the extent that the 
child is not covered for the items or services 
under any State compensation program, under 
an insurance policy, or under any Federal or 
State health benefits program; or 

(B) for an eligible child, to the extent that the 
child receives the items or services from an enti-
ty that provides health services on a prepaid 
basis. 

(d) EVALUATIONS.—To be eligible to receive a 
grant under subsection (a), a State shall agree 
that, not later than 1 year after the date on 
which amounts under the grant are first re-
ceived by the State, and annually thereafter 
while receiving amounts under the grant, the 
State will submit to the Secretary an evaluation 
of the operations and activities carried out 
under the grant, including— 

(1) an assessment of the utilization of vision 
services and the status of children receiving 
these services as a result of the activities carried 
out under the grant; 

(2) the collection, analysis, and reporting of 
children’s vision data according to guidelines 
prescribed by the Secretary; and 

(3) such other information as the Secretary 
may require. 

(e) LIMITATIONS IN EXPENDITURE OF GRANT.— 
A grant may be made under subsection (a) only 
if the State involved agrees that the State will 
not expend more than 20 percent of the amount 
received under the grant to carry out the pur-
pose described in paragraph (3) of such sub-
section. 

(f) MATCHING FUNDS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—With respect to the costs of 

the activities to be carried out with a grant 
under subsection (a), a condition for the receipt 
of the grant is that the State involved agrees to 
make available (directly or through donations 
from public or private entities) non-Federal con-
tributions toward such costs in an amount that 
is not less than 25 percent of such costs. 

(2) DETERMINATION OF AMOUNT CONTRIB-
UTED.—Non-Federal contributions required in 
paragraph (1) may be in cash or in kind, fairly 
evaluated, including plant, equipment, or serv-
ices. Amounts provided by the Federal Govern-
ment, or services assisted or subsidized to any 
significant extent by the Federal Government, 
may not be included in determining the amount 
of such non-Federal contributions. 

(g) DEFINITION.—For purposes of this section, 
the term ‘‘comprehensive eye examination’’ in-
cludes an assessment of a patient’s history, gen-
eral medical observation, external and 
ophthalmoscopic examination, visual acuity, oc-
ular alignment and motility, refraction, and as 
appropriate, binocular vision or gross visual 
fields, performed by an optometrist or an oph-
thalmologist. 

(h) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—For 
the purpose of carrying out this section, there is 
authorized to be appropriated $65,000,000 for the 
period of fiscal years 2009 through 2013. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. FOSSELLA) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Wisconsin. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on the bill under 
consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Wisconsin? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of 
H.R. 507, the Vision Care for Kids Act 
of 2007. 

A small but significant portion of 
children have visual impairments. It is 
estimated that vision impairment af-
fects approximately 1.2 out of every 
1,000 8-year-olds. When detected early, 
many childhood vision abnormalities 
are treatable, but the potential for cor-
rection and normal visual development 
diminishes with age. Vision problems 
can occur at any point during a life-
time, but tend to be particularly dam-
aging to school-age children. 

Impaired vision can result in adverse 
physical, emotional, and social con-
sequences. For instance, a child may 
miss learning opportunities by failing 
to explore his or her environment. Ad-
ditionally, if a child is visually im-
paired, he or she may be unable to imi-
tate social behavior or understand non-
verbal cues. 

Early recognition of eye disease re-
sults in more effective treatment and 
that can be sight saving and sometimes 
even life saving. Yet, many children 
under the age of five do not receive any 
vision screening at all. 

The Vision Care for Kids Act of 2007 
would authorize a grant program to 
provide comprehensive eye exams for 
uninsured children with vision dis-
orders, with priority for children under 
the age of 9. Funds would be used for 
treatment and services to correct vi-
sion disorders identified through eye 
exams and to increase public awareness 
of visual impairment in children. H.R. 
507 would require States receiving 
funds to contribute a 25 percent match 
of funds for each Federal dollar ob-
tained through the program. 

The bill before us today makes great 
strides in providing access to an array 
of vision-related services, including vi-
sion screening services that can help 
uninsured children in low- to mod-
erate-income families. 

I want to thank my colleagues for 
their commitment and strong support 
of this legislation, and particularly 
commend my dear friend and col-
league, Representative GENE GREEN, 
for his unwavering dedication to this 
issue. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
vital and important legislation. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. FOSSELLA. Madam Speaker, I 
rise in support of H.R. 507, the Vision 
Care for Kids Act, and join my col-
league in asking for its adoption. 

And at the outset, let me thank a few 
individuals for bringing this bill to the 
floor: of course, Chairman DINGELL and 
Ranking Member BARTON. I’d also like 
to thank Representatives GREEN, SUL-
LIVAN, and ENGEL for their leadership 
and support in bringing the Vision Care 
for Kids Act to the floor, and Mr. 
PASCRELL, who’s been very, very pas-
sionate about this issue for many 
years. I’ve had the privilege and pleas-
ure of working with him, and I know 
how passionate he is, like so many of 
us, to get quality vision care for kids 
who need it. 

We’ve been working on this bill for 
about 6 years; and after countless 
modifications, negotiations and com-
promise, I’m proud to say we have a 
bill that is unanimously supported by 
the entire vision community. 

And my colleague from Wisconsin 
put it very simply: there are many kids 
today who have problems with their 
eyes; who have an inability to see prop-
erly; who, if left untreated, obviously, 
leads to negative consequence in social 
interaction, not to mention their poor 
performance in school and academic 
achievement because of their inability 
to see, and not to mention the fact 
that they’re not getting the appro-
priate care that in some cases leads to 
greater illnesses and in some cases 
leads to death. 

The legislation we hope to pass today 
represents the kind of quality, sound 
public policy that can only come about 
through the bipartisan cooperation and 
a willingness to compromise by many 
interested parties. 

H.R. 507 represents a responsible and 
sensible approach to public health. It’s 
well documented that without the ade-
quate access to vision screening and 
treatment for eye disorders, a child’s 
entire learning and development can be 
adversely affected. And we say that for 
children who do not qualify for a public 
program and did not have health insur-
ance, our assisting in catching poten-
tially eye disorders is critical. 

The bill strikes an effective balance 
with a shared relationship between 
Federal and State governments. Once 
States have identified, through the 
screening mechanism of their choice, 
that a child may have an eye disorder, 
this legislation will provide Federal 
funding for follow-up comprehensive 
eye exam and the necessary treatment. 

By incorporating a three-to-one Fed-
eral-State match, we maintain incen-
tives for States to run their programs 
efficiently, providing additional assur-
ances to taxpayers that we’re maxi-
mizing the use of each dollar spent. 

I’d like to thank the American Acad-
emy of Ophthalmology, the Vision 
Council of America, Prevent Blindness 
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of America, the American Optometric 
Association for their support of the 
legislation, that of my colleague, and 
know full well that if this bill does be-
come law, there will be children who 
currently don’t have access to quality 
treatment that will get the treatment 
they deserve and need so that they can 
live a more full and healthy and happy 
life. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I am 
delighted to yield 5 minutes to the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
PASCRELL), a passionate advocate of 
this legislation. 

Mr. PASCRELL. Madam Speaker, I 
want to thank the gentlelady from 
Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN), who is a 
model of sensitivity to the needs of all 
of our children. 

I want to thank Congressman 
FOSSELLA, who’s been at the forefront 
of this. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today regard-
ing an issue that has long been near to 
my heart. I’ve been listening to these 
other bills that have been put forth in 
bipartisan fashion. This is a good ex-
ample of what we can do together when 
it comes to our children, their health 
care and their education. This is crit-
ical. This is important. So anybody 
who says we can’t do it is not listening 
today. 

I also want to thank Chairman DIN-
GELL, Chairman PALLONE for their 
thoughtful consideration and support 
for preventive vision care for children. 
Many a kid has been put in the back of 
the class or sent out of the room be-
cause it was misinterpreted, misunder-
stood, and many times, that child had 
a problem with vision, with seeing and 
was too embarrassed to say so, or 
couldn’t recognize it within himself. So 
preventive vision care is critically im-
portant to avoid vision loss and blind-
ness in our Nation’s children. 

Untreated vision problems can affect 
a child’s physical, educational, and 
emotional development. That is why 
for many years, as my good friend from 
Staten Island has pointed out, we have 
fought for legislation to set up a grant 
program to provide comprehensive eye 
exams and the necessary follow-up care 
for children whose families do not have 
the resources or access to such care. 

The Center for Disease Control states 
that approximately 1.8 million children 
under the age of 18 are blind or have 
some form of visual impairment. For-
tunately, vision loss can be avoided 
with early diagnosis and treatment. 
That is not so revealing, is it? On any 
such disease, early vision, early prob-
lems affecting vision, early problems 
affecting hearing, early problems of de-
tection of teeth, et cetera, et cetera, 
many of these visual deficits are 
caught only after they have impaired 
the child’s early and most critical edu-
cation. That’s the rub. 

Eye health has a direct impact on 
learning and achievement. That’s the 
core of the fight that we have waged. It 

is a national disgrace, Madam Speaker, 
that only one in three children receive 
preventive vision care before they are 
enrolled in elementary school. That’s 
not acceptable. 

So I’m pleased to introduce this, 
along with Congressman GENE GREEN, 
and there are many others that we 
need to salute here who have fought 
this fight with us, and that is Rep-
resentative ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN, Rep-
resentative JOHN BOOZMAN. Senator 
KIT BOND on the other side of the build-
ing has waged that fight over there. A 
truly bipartisan effort. 

It’s so easy. I know it’s difficult for 
us as Congressmen to understand that, 
including myself. But it’s so easy that 
we can come together when the prob-
lem is defined and we can work to-
gether, together on a solution. 

Here’s a perfect example. The seven 
bills, the eight bills that we just have 
gone through, Commerce, these affect 
people’s lives. They’re not esoteric. 
They’re not up in the sky someplace. 
These affect people. 

H.R. 507 will establish a Federal 
grant program to provide for timely di-
agnostic examination, treatment and 
follow-up vision care for children. 

This legislation will complement ex-
isting State programs and allow eye 
exams for a vulnerable pediatric popu-
lation that does not qualify for Med-
icaid and does not qualify for SCHIP 
and do not have access to private 
health insurance. Critical that we un-
derstand this. Very important here. 
Very significant for those families. 

Better eye care will significantly 
mitigate the effects of visual impair-
ment. So it’s important to act now, 
Madam Speaker. The prevention is 
more than half the battle. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to vote in favor of the Vision 
Care for Kids Act. Kids out there are 
waiting for us in all 50 States to act on 
this. 

Thank you, Mr. FOSSELLA. Thank 
you to my good friend, the gentlelady 
from Wisconsin. And I think that we’ve 
hit a home run here for the last hour 
and a half, thanks to you both. 

Mr. FOSSELLA. Madam Speaker, I 
continue to reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I am 
pleased to yield 4 minutes to the lead 
author of this bill, the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. GENE GREEN). 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I’d like to thank my col-
league on our Energy and Commerce 
Committee and Health Subcommittee 
for allowing me to rush in from the air-
port to be able to put a statement on 
this bill. 

I rise, obviously, in support of H.R. 
507, the Vision Care for Kids Act. This 
bill has been crafted in a very bipar-
tisan fashion with the leadership of my 
colleagues, Mr. FOSSELLA, Mr. 
PASCRELL, Mr. SULLIVAN, Mr. ENGEL, 
and Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. I’d like to 
thank them for their dedication to 
children’s vision issues in this legisla-
tion in particular. 

The Vision Care for Kids Act estab-
lishes a much-needed grant program to 
provide follow-up vision care to unin-
sured children with vision disorders. As 
we tried to target the program to the 
children most in need, we learned very 
quickly that a child’s access to vision 
screening and comprehensive vision 
care varies widely depending on indi-
vidual State laws. For example, some 
States have no vision screening re-
quirements, whereas 30 States cur-
rently mandate vision screening. Twen-
ty-eight of these States with screening 
mandates, however, do not have or 
offer any guarantee that children who 
fail the screening will receive a follow- 
up eye exam. 

On a nationwide basis, as many as 80 
percent of the children who fail a vi-
sion screening do not get the follow-up 
care they need. Among the parents of 
these children, 25 percent cite financial 
constraints as a primary reason their 
child does not receive important fol-
low-up care more than any other factor 
influencing their lack of care. 

This lack of vision care jeopardizes a 
child’s development and can unfortu-
nately lead to lifelong vision impair-
ment. These children deserve a healthy 
start to their educational and social 
development, yet the reality is that 
nearly two of three children entering 
elementary school have never received 
preventive vision care. Unfortunately, 
the lack of health experience presents 
a barrier to the delivery of appropriate 
vision care in this country. For many 
children who are lucky enough to have 
health insurance for medical care, 
their policy doesn’t cover vision cov-
erage. This is precisely why this bill is 
necessary. 

b 1745 

By targeting the program toward 
children who are school age, uninsured, 
and at risk for vision disorders, the bill 
is designed to spend scarce health care 
dollars in the wisest manner possible. 
A portion of the grant funds will also 
be used to increase education and 
awareness of vision disorders so that 
the warning signs can be recognized 
and any problems can be detected in a 
timely fashion. 

During the committee consideration 
of this legislation, we made several 
changes in the underlying bill. Specifi-
cally, we clarified that the Secretary 
should consult with professional and 
patient organizations when developing 
the criteria associated with the grant 
program’s operations and data collec-
tion. This amendment also specifies an 
authorization level of $65 million over 5 
years and includes a State-matching 
requirement of 25 percent. 

The compromise could not have been 
developed without the dedication of 
key members of the vision community, 
including the American Academy of 
Ophthalmology, the American Opto-
metric Association, the Vision Council 
of America, and Prevent Blindness 
America. 
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As a founding member of the Con-

gressional Vision Caucus, I am particu-
larly pleased to see this bill on the 
House floor today and consider it a 
milestone for our very young caucus. 
In 2003, I joined my colleagues DAVID 
PRICE, ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN, and PAT 
TIBERI in establishing the Congres-
sional Vision Caucus. Today the Vision 
Caucus is comprised of more than 100 
Members of the House, both Republican 
and Democrat, House Members and 
Senators. While our initial goal was to 
raise the awareness of vision disorders 
in Congress, the caucus has developed 
and endorsed two key pieces of vision 
legislation, including the Vision Care 
for Kids Act before us today. 

It is particularly gratifying to see 
our efforts result in legislative success, 
and I thank the members of the Vision 
Caucus and the 152 cosponsors of this 
legislation for their support. I would 
also like to thank Chairman DINGELL 
and Ranking Member BARTON of the 
Energy and Commerce Committee, as 
well as the chairman and ranking 
member of the Health Subcommittee, 
Mr. PALLONE and Mr. DEAL, for their 
support of this legislation. 

And I would also like to thank John 
Ford and William Garner of the com-
mittee’s majority staff for their exper-
tise, as well as Ryan Long and Kath-
erine Martin of the minority staff for 
their willingness to work with us in a 
bipartisan fashion on this legislation. 

With that, I encourage my colleagues 
to join us in passing this important bill 
to improve vision care for America’s 
children. 

Mr. FOSSELLA. Madam Speaker, let 
me again, in closing, thank the spon-
sors, Mr. GREEN and, of course, Mr. 
PASCRELL for really helping us to get 
to this point. I failed to mention Ms. 
ROS-LEHTINEN before. She was instru-
mental as well, and Mr. SULLIVAN and 
Mr. ENGEL. Let me commend and 
thank my colleague Ms. BALDWIN for 
her eloquence in shepherding all these 
bills to the floor. 

As it relates to this bill, early detec-
tion, early diagnosis, and early treat-
ment, we know that those are the mag-
ical things that have to happen in 
order for a child to lead a more for-
ward, healthy life. Without the access 
to the care that a child needs, we know 
that that life is going to be com-
promised in some way, shape, or form. 

I think that this bill helps to get us 
to that point. I think it will help a lot 
of children who currently have no help 
and no access. 

I would also like to thank Ryan 
McKee from my office, who has worked 
on this bill for several years in our ef-
forts. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, in 
closing, visual impairments can have 
lifelong consequences for children. As 
we have heard, this bill will help iden-
tify these impairments early so that 
our kids can live up to their full poten-
tial. This bill and the others that pre-

ceded it are prime examples of bipar-
tisan cooperation. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
bill and those that have preceded it. 
And I also thank the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. FOSSELLA) for his as-
sistance in expeditiously, yet com-
prehensively, managing the nine vital 
important and bipartisan health bills 
that were before us this afternoon. 

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today in strong support of H.R. 
507, the Vision Care for Kids Act of 2007. 

This issue is simple, Madam Speaker, kids 
can’t learn if they can’t see. Providing early vi-
sion screening for our nation’s children will 
make sure they are all ready to learn when 
they enter school and the Vision Care for Kids 
Act will help provide states with the means to 
offer this important care. 

When I was in the Connecticut State Sen-
ate, I championed an initiative which made 
school-based vision screening a priority 
through the mandated reporting of pediatric vi-
sion screening on school health assessment 
forms. The passage of today’s legislation will 
enhance my state’s ability to enhance vision 
programs for children by providing a much 
needed federal stream of funding. Importantly, 
it will allow Connecticut’s children to receive 
followup care when uninsured children are 
identified through my state’s existing vision 
screening program. 

The passage of today’s legislation is an-
other example of how this Congress is actively 
working to provide health services to our na-
tion’s children. This week, as the House con-
templates whether we should provide 10 mil-
lion American children with health insurance 
through the SCHIP program, we should take 
today as an opportunity to affirm our commit-
ment to comprehensive health screening and 
coverage for all American children. 

Madam Speaker, I urge all my colleagues to 
support H.R. 507 and yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. CLYBURN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in strong support of H.R. 507 Care for 
Kids Act of 2007. As you know, this bill would 
award grants to states to: (1) provide com-
prehensive eye examinations by a licensed 
optometrist or ophthalmologist for children 
identified by a licensed health care provider or 
vision screener, with priority to children under 
age nine; (2) provide treatment or services to 
correct vision problems of such children; and 
(3) develop and disseminate educational ma-
terials on recognizing signs of visual impair-
ment in children. 

Madam Speaker, studies have shown that 
African-Americans were most likely to report 
that they do not have a regular eye care pro-
fessional (21 percent). And Hispanics were 
least likely to have seen an eye care profes-
sional in the last year (43 percent). 

Madam Speaker, like many diseases, vision 
problems can disproportionately affect certain 
ethnic groups. For example, African-Ameri-
cans are five times more likely to have glau-
coma, Hispanics are at the greatest risk for 
cataracts, and myopia or near-sightedness is 
much more common among Asians than other 
ethnic groups. 

But the story doesn’t end there, a new study 
by University of Michigan pediatricians sug-
gests that poor, uninsured, black and Hispanic 
children are getting the least vision care serv-
ices in this country. In all, non-Hispanic and 

non-black children were 47 percent more likely 
than Hispanic children—and 59 percent more 
likely than black children—to have received 
eye care in the last year. In addition, the study 
showed that uninsured black or Hispanic chil-
dren were less likely than uninsured children 
of other races or ethnicities to have corrective 
lenses. 

Madam speaker, we have to do better on 
providing care to these communities and giv-
ing these communities the healthcare profes-
sionals to deliverer such care. To date, the 
current enrollment percentages of African- 
American and Hispanic students in optometry 
school is dismal at best. In the United States, 
only 3.5 percent of currently enrolled optom-
etry students are African American. Hispanics 
do not fare much better, when including the 
InterAmerican University of Puerto Rico, the 
enrollment of Hispanics in U.S. optometry 
schools and Canada is even lower than that of 
African Americans. 

So Madam Speaker while I strongly support 
this bill we must do more to address these 
disparities. Thus, the reason behind my out-
spoken wish to mandate vision care to the 
State Child Health Insurance Program 
(SCHIP) reauthorization. The lack of vision 
care for children can not be tolerated in this 
country and I look forward to working with the 
Congress in bringing this issue to the forefront 
of our debate around SCHIP. 

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
BERKLEY). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentlewoman from 
Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN) that the 
House suspend the rules and pass the 
bill, H.R. 507, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 49 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess 
until approximately 6:30 p.m. 

f 

b 1830 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mrs. CAPPS) at 6 o’clock and 
30 minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on motions to suspend the 
rules previously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

H. Res. 738, by the yeas and nays; 
H.R. 2089, by the yeas and nays; 
H.R. 20, by the yeas and nays. 
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The votes on H.R. 2295 and H. Con. 

Res. 182 will be taken tomorrow. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining 
electronic votes will be conducted as 5- 
minutes votes. 

f 

EXPRESSING SENSE OF THE 
HOUSE REGARDING SYRIA’S CON-
TINUED INTERFERENCE IN THE 
AFFAIRS OF LEBANON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution, H. Res. 738, on which 
the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
ACKERMAN) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 738. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 375, nays 5, 
answered ‘‘present’’ 1, not voting 50, as 
follows: 

[Roll No. 961] 

YEAS—375 

Ackerman 
Aderholt 
Akin 
Allen 
Altmire 
Andrews 
Arcuri 
Baca 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Baird 
Baker 
Baldwin 
Barrett (SC) 
Barrow 
Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Berry 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Blackburn 
Blumenauer 
Blunt 
Boehner 
Bonner 
Bono 
Boren 
Boswell 
Boucher 
Boustany 
Boyd (FL) 
Boyda (KS) 
Brady (TX) 
Braley (IA) 
Broun (GA) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown, Corrine 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Buchanan 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Butterfield 
Buyer 
Calvert 
Camp (MI) 
Campbell (CA) 
Cannon 
Cantor 
Capito 
Capps 
Capuano 

Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carney 
Carter 
Castle 
Castor 
Chabot 
Chandler 
Clarke 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coble 
Cohen 
Cole (OK) 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crenshaw 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (KY) 
Davis, David 
Davis, Lincoln 
Davis, Tom 
Deal (GA) 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delahunt 
DeLauro 
Dent 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Dicks 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donnelly 
Doolittle 
Doyle 
Drake 
Dreier 
Duncan 
Edwards 
Ehlers 
Ellsworth 
Emanuel 
Emerson 
Engel 
English (PA) 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Everett 

Fallin 
Farr 
Fattah 
Feeney 
Ferguson 
Filner 
Flake 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Fossella 
Foxx 
Frank (MA) 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gallegly 
Garrett (NJ) 
Gerlach 
Giffords 
Gilchrest 
Gillibrand 
Gingrey 
Gohmert 
Gonzalez 
Goode 
Goodlatte 
Granger 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Hall (NY) 
Hall (TX) 
Hare 
Harman 
Hastings (FL) 
Hastings (WA) 
Hayes 
Heller 
Hensarling 
Herger 
Herseth Sandlin 
Higgins 
Hill 
Hinojosa 
Hirono 
Hobson 
Hodes 
Hoekstra 
Holden 
Holt 
Honda 
Hooley 
Hoyer 
Hulshof 
Hunter 
Inglis (SC) 
Inslee 
Israel 
Issa 

Jackson (IL) 
Jackson-Lee 

(TX) 
Jefferson 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson, Sam 
Jones (OH) 
Jordan 
Kagen 
Kanjorski 
Kaptur 
Keller 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Kilpatrick 
Kind 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kingston 
Kirk 
Klein (FL) 
Kline (MN) 
Knollenberg 
Kuhl (NY) 
LaHood 
Lamborn 
Lampson 
Langevin 
Lantos 
Latham 
LaTourette 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis (GA) 
Lewis (KY) 
Linder 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Loebsack 
Lofgren, Zoe 
Lucas 
Lungren, Daniel 

E. 
Mack 
Mahoney (FL) 
Manzullo 
Markey 
Marshall 
Matheson 
Matsui 
McCarthy (CA) 
McCarthy (NY) 
McCaul (TX) 
McCollum (MN) 
McCotter 
McCrery 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McHugh 
McIntyre 
McKeon 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McNerney 
McNulty 
Meek (FL) 
Meeks (NY) 
Michaud 
Miller (FL) 

Miller (MI) 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, Gary 
Miller, George 
Mitchell 
Mollohan 
Moore (KS) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran (KS) 
Moran (VA) 
Murphy (CT) 
Murphy, Patrick 
Murphy, Tim 
Myrick 
Napolitano 
Neugebauer 
Nunes 
Oberstar 
Obey 
Olver 
Ortiz 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pearce 
Pence 
Perlmutter 
Peterson (MN) 
Petri 
Pitts 
Platts 
Poe 
Pomeroy 
Porter 
Price (GA) 
Price (NC) 
Putnam 
Radanovich 
Rahall 
Ramstad 
Rangel 
Regula 
Rehberg 
Reichert 
Renzi 
Reynolds 
Richardson 
Rodriguez 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Ross 
Rothman 
Roybal-Allard 
Royce 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan (OH) 
Ryan (WI) 
Salazar 
Sali 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sarbanes 
Saxton 
Schiff 
Schmidt 
Schwartz 

Scott (GA) 
Scott (VA) 
Sensenbrenner 
Serrano 
Sestak 
Shadegg 
Shays 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Shimkus 
Shuler 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Sires 
Skelton 
Slaughter 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Snyder 
Solis 
Space 
Spratt 
Stark 
Stearns 
Stupak 
Sullivan 
Sutton 
Tanner 
Tauscher 
Taylor 
Terry 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thornberry 
Tiahrt 
Tiberi 
Tierney 
Towns 
Turner 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Upton 
Van Hollen 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walberg 
Walden (OR) 
Walsh (NY) 
Walz (MN) 
Wamp 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Watson 
Watt 
Waxman 
Welch (VT) 
Westmoreland 
Wexler 
Wicker 
Wilson (NM) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wolf 
Wu 
Wynn 
Yarmuth 
Young (AK) 
Young (FL) 

NAYS—5 

Hinchey 
Jones (NC) 

McDermott 
Paul 

Waters 

ANSWERED ‘‘PRESENT’’—1 

Abercrombie 

NOT VOTING—50 

Alexander 
Bean 
Bishop (UT) 
Boozman 
Brady (PA) 
Carson 
Conaway 
Costello 
Cubin 
Cummings 
Ellison 
Gordon 
Graves 
Gutierrez 
Hastert 
Jindal 
Johnson (IL) 

Johnson, E. B. 
Kucinich 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lewis (CA) 
Lowey 
Lynch 
Maloney (NY) 
Marchant 
Melancon 
Mica 
Murtha 
Musgrave 
Nadler 
Neal (MA) 
Pastor 
Peterson (PA) 

Pickering 
Pryce (OH) 
Reyes 
Rogers (KY) 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Schakowsky 
Sessions 
Smith (WA) 
Souder 
Tancredo 
Weiner 
Weldon (FL) 
Weller 
Whitfield 
Wilson (OH) 
Woolsey 

b 1855 

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida and Mrs. JONES of Ohio changed 
their vote from ‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’ 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE changed his vote 
from ‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘present.’’ 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
resolution was agreed to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

Stated for: 
Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker, on 

rollcall No. 961, had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

LOUISIANA ARMED SERVICES 
VETERANS POST OFFICE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill, H.R. 2089, on which the yeas and 
nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2089. 

This will be a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 383, nays 0, 
not voting 48, as follows: 

[Roll No. 962] 

YEAS—383 

Abercrombie 
Ackerman 
Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Allen 
Altmire 
Andrews 
Arcuri 
Baca 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Baird 
Baker 
Baldwin 
Barrett (SC) 
Barrow 
Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Berry 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Blackburn 
Blumenauer 
Blunt 
Boehner 
Bonner 
Bono 
Boren 
Boswell 
Boucher 
Boustany 
Boyd (FL) 
Boyda (KS) 
Brady (TX) 
Braley (IA) 
Broun (GA) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown, Corrine 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Buchanan 
Burgess 

Burton (IN) 
Butterfield 
Buyer 
Calvert 
Camp (MI) 
Campbell (CA) 
Cannon 
Cantor 
Capito 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carney 
Carter 
Castle 
Castor 
Chabot 
Chandler 
Clarke 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coble 
Cohen 
Cole (OK) 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Costello 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crenshaw 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (KY) 
Davis, David 
Davis, Lincoln 
Davis, Tom 
Deal (GA) 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delahunt 
DeLauro 
Dent 

Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Dicks 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donnelly 
Doolittle 
Doyle 
Drake 
Dreier 
Duncan 
Edwards 
Ehlers 
Ellsworth 
Emanuel 
Emerson 
Engel 
English (PA) 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Everett 
Fallin 
Farr 
Fattah 
Feeney 
Ferguson 
Filner 
Flake 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Fossella 
Foxx 
Frank (MA) 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gallegly 
Garrett (NJ) 
Gerlach 
Giffords 
Gillibrand 
Gingrey 
Gohmert 
Gonzalez 
Goode 
Goodlatte 
Granger 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
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Hall (NY) 
Hall (TX) 
Hare 
Harman 
Hastert 
Hastings (FL) 
Hastings (WA) 
Hayes 
Heller 
Hensarling 
Herger 
Herseth Sandlin 
Higgins 
Hill 
Hinchey 
Hinojosa 
Hirono 
Hobson 
Hodes 
Hoekstra 
Holden 
Holt 
Honda 
Hooley 
Hoyer 
Hulshof 
Hunter 
Inglis (SC) 
Inslee 
Israel 
Issa 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson-Lee 

(TX) 
Jefferson 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson, Sam 
Jones (NC) 
Jones (OH) 
Jordan 
Kagen 
Kanjorski 
Kaptur 
Keller 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Kilpatrick 
Kind 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kingston 
Kirk 
Klein (FL) 
Kline (MN) 
Knollenberg 
Kuhl (NY) 
LaHood 
Lamborn 
Lampson 
Langevin 
Lantos 
Latham 
LaTourette 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis (GA) 
Lewis (KY) 
Linder 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Loebsack 
Lofgren, Zoe 
Lowey 
Lucas 
Lungren, Daniel 

E. 
Mack 
Mahoney (FL) 
Manzullo 
Markey 
Marshall 

Matheson 
Matsui 
McCarthy (CA) 
McCarthy (NY) 
McCaul (TX) 
McCollum (MN) 
McCotter 
McCrery 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McHugh 
McIntyre 
McKeon 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McNerney 
McNulty 
Meek (FL) 
Meeks (NY) 
Mica 
Michaud 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, Gary 
Miller, George 
Mitchell 
Mollohan 
Moore (KS) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran (KS) 
Moran (VA) 
Murphy (CT) 
Murphy, Patrick 
Murphy, Tim 
Myrick 
Napolitano 
Neugebauer 
Nunes 
Oberstar 
Obey 
Olver 
Ortiz 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Paul 
Payne 
Pearce 
Pence 
Perlmutter 
Peterson (MN) 
Petri 
Pitts 
Platts 
Poe 
Pomeroy 
Porter 
Price (GA) 
Price (NC) 
Putnam 
Rahall 
Ramstad 
Rangel 
Regula 
Rehberg 
Reichert 
Renzi 
Reynolds 
Richardson 
Rodriguez 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Ross 
Rothman 
Roybal-Allard 
Royce 
Ruppersberger 

Rush 
Ryan (OH) 
Ryan (WI) 
Salazar 
Sali 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sarbanes 
Saxton 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schmidt 
Schwartz 
Scott (GA) 
Scott (VA) 
Sensenbrenner 
Serrano 
Sestak 
Shadegg 
Shays 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Shimkus 
Shuler 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Sires 
Skelton 
Slaughter 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Snyder 
Solis 
Space 
Spratt 
Stark 
Stearns 
Stupak 
Sutton 
Tanner 
Tauscher 
Taylor 
Terry 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thornberry 
Tiahrt 
Tiberi 
Tierney 
Towns 
Turner 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Upton 
Van Hollen 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walberg 
Walden (OR) 
Walsh (NY) 
Walz (MN) 
Wamp 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watt 
Waxman 
Welch (VT) 
Westmoreland 
Wexler 
Wicker 
Wilson (NM) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wolf 
Wu 
Wynn 
Yarmuth 
Young (AK) 
Young (FL) 

NOT VOTING—48 

Bean 
Bishop (UT) 
Boozman 
Brady (PA) 
Carson 
Conaway 
Cubin 
Cummings 
Ellison 
Gilchrest 
Gordon 
Graves 
Gutierrez 
Jindal 
Johnson (IL) 

Johnson, E. B. 
Kucinich 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lewis (CA) 
Lynch 
Maloney (NY) 
Marchant 
Melancon 
Murtha 
Musgrave 
Nadler 
Neal (MA) 
Pastor 
Peterson (PA) 

Pickering 
Pryce (OH) 
Radanovich 
Reyes 
Rogers (KY) 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sessions 
Smith (WA) 
Souder 
Sullivan 
Tancredo 
Watson 

Weiner 
Weldon (FL) 

Weller 
Whitfield 

Wilson (OH) 
Woolsey 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 
the vote). Members are advised 2 min-
utes remain in this vote. 

b 1903 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

MELANIE BLOCKER-STOKES POST-
PARTUM DEPRESSION RESEARCH 
AND CARE ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill, H.R. 20, as amended, on which the 
yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Wisconsin (Ms. 
BALDWIN) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 20, as 
amended. 

This will be a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 382, nays 3, 
not voting 46, as follows: 

[Roll No. 963] 

YEAS—382 

Abercrombie 
Ackerman 
Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Allen 
Altmire 
Andrews 
Arcuri 
Baca 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Baird 
Baker 
Baldwin 
Barrett (SC) 
Barrow 
Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Berry 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Blackburn 
Blumenauer 
Blunt 
Boehner 
Bonner 
Bono 
Boren 
Boswell 
Boucher 
Boustany 
Boyd (FL) 
Boyda (KS) 
Brady (TX) 
Braley (IA) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown, Corrine 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Buchanan 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Butterfield 

Buyer 
Calvert 
Camp (MI) 
Campbell (CA) 
Cannon 
Cantor 
Capito 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carney 
Carter 
Castle 
Castor 
Chabot 
Chandler 
Clarke 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coble 
Cohen 
Cole (OK) 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Costello 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crenshaw 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (KY) 
Davis, David 
Davis, Lincoln 
Davis, Tom 
Deal (GA) 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delahunt 
DeLauro 
Dent 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Dicks 

Dingell 
Doggett 
Donnelly 
Doolittle 
Doyle 
Drake 
Dreier 
Duncan 
Edwards 
Ehlers 
Ellsworth 
Emanuel 
Emerson 
Engel 
English (PA) 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Everett 
Fallin 
Farr 
Fattah 
Feeney 
Ferguson 
Filner 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Fossella 
Foxx 
Frank (MA) 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gallegly 
Garrett (NJ) 
Gerlach 
Giffords 
Gilchrest 
Gillibrand 
Gingrey 
Gohmert 
Gonzalez 
Goode 
Goodlatte 
Granger 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Hall (NY) 
Hall (TX) 
Hare 
Harman 

Hastert 
Hastings (FL) 
Hastings (WA) 
Hayes 
Heller 
Hensarling 
Herger 
Herseth Sandlin 
Higgins 
Hill 
Hinchey 
Hinojosa 
Hirono 
Hobson 
Hodes 
Hoekstra 
Holden 
Holt 
Honda 
Hooley 
Hoyer 
Hulshof 
Hunter 
Inglis (SC) 
Inslee 
Israel 
Issa 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson-Lee 

(TX) 
Jefferson 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson, Sam 
Jones (NC) 
Jones (OH) 
Jordan 
Kagen 
Kanjorski 
Kaptur 
Keller 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Kilpatrick 
Kind 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kingston 
Kirk 
Klein (FL) 
Kline (MN) 
Knollenberg 
Kuhl (NY) 
LaHood 
Lamborn 
Lampson 
Langevin 
Lantos 
Latham 
LaTourette 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis (GA) 
Lewis (KY) 
Linder 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Loebsack 
Lofgren, Zoe 
Lowey 
Lucas 
Lungren, Daniel 

E. 
Mack 
Mahoney (FL) 
Manzullo 
Markey 
Marshall 
Matheson 
Matsui 

McCarthy (CA) 
McCarthy (NY) 
McCaul (TX) 
McCollum (MN) 
McCotter 
McCrery 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McHugh 
McIntyre 
McKeon 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McNerney 
McNulty 
Meek (FL) 
Meeks (NY) 
Mica 
Michaud 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, Gary 
Miller, George 
Mitchell 
Mollohan 
Moore (KS) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran (KS) 
Moran (VA) 
Murphy (CT) 
Murphy, Patrick 
Murphy, Tim 
Myrick 
Napolitano 
Neugebauer 
Nunes 
Oberstar 
Obey 
Olver 
Ortiz 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pearce 
Pence 
Perlmutter 
Peterson (MN) 
Petri 
Pitts 
Platts 
Poe 
Pomeroy 
Porter 
Price (GA) 
Price (NC) 
Putnam 
Rahall 
Ramstad 
Rangel 
Regula 
Rehberg 
Reichert 
Renzi 
Reynolds 
Richardson 
Rodriguez 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Ross 
Rothman 
Roybal-Allard 
Royce 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 

Ryan (OH) 
Ryan (WI) 
Salazar 
Sali 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sarbanes 
Saxton 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schmidt 
Schwartz 
Scott (GA) 
Scott (VA) 
Sensenbrenner 
Serrano 
Sestak 
Shadegg 
Shays 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Shimkus 
Shuler 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Sires 
Skelton 
Slaughter 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Snyder 
Solis 
Space 
Spratt 
Stark 
Stearns 
Stupak 
Sullivan 
Sutton 
Tanner 
Tauscher 
Taylor 
Terry 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thornberry 
Tiahrt 
Tiberi 
Tierney 
Towns 
Turner 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Upton 
Van Hollen 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walberg 
Walden (OR) 
Walsh (NY) 
Walz (MN) 
Wamp 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson 
Watt 
Waxman 
Westmoreland 
Wexler 
Wicker 
Wilson (NM) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wolf 
Wu 
Wynn 
Yarmuth 
Young (AK) 
Young (FL) 

NAYS—3 

Broun (GA) Flake Paul 

NOT VOTING—46 

Bean 
Bishop (UT) 
Boozman 
Brady (PA) 
Carson 
Conaway 
Cubin 
Cummings 
Ellison 
Gordon 
Graves 
Gutierrez 
Jindal 
Johnson (IL) 

Johnson, E. B. 
Kucinich 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lewis (CA) 
Lynch 
Maloney (NY) 
Marchant 
Melancon 
Murtha 
Musgrave 
Nadler 
Neal (MA) 
Pastor 

Peterson (PA) 
Pickering 
Pryce (OH) 
Radanovich 
Reyes 
Rogers (KY) 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sessions 
Smith (WA) 
Souder 
Tancredo 
Weiner 
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Welch (VT) 
Weldon (FL) 

Weller 
Whitfield 

Wilson (OH) 
Woolsey 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 
the vote). Members are advised there 
are 2 minutes remaining on this vote. 

b 1910 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill, as amended, was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Madam 
Speaker, I would like to submit this statement 
for the RECORD and regret that I was not 
present to vote on rollcall vote Nos. 961, 962, 
and 963. Had I been present, I would have 
voted: 

‘‘Yea’’ on rollcall vote No. 961 on H. Res. 
738 expressing the sense of the House of 
Representatives regarding the Government of 
Syria’s continued interference in the internal 
affairs of Lebanon; ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote No. 
962 on H.R. 2089, to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
701 Loyola Avenue in New Orleans, Lou-
isiana, as the ‘‘Louisiana Armed Services Vet-
erans Post Office’’; and ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote 
No. 963 on H.R. 20, to provide for research 
on, and services for individuals with, 
postpartum depression and psychosis. 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H. RES. 106 
AND H. RES. 610 

Ms. KILPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that I be removed 
as a cosponsor from H. Res. 106 and H. 
Res. 610. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MITCHELL). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentlewoman from Michi-
gan? 

There was no objection. 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H. RES. 106 

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent to have my name re-
moved as a cosponsor from H. Res. 106. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas? 

There was no objection. 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H. RES. 106 

Mr. LINCOLN DAVIS of Tennessee. 
Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent 
to have my name removed as a cospon-
sor of H. Res. 106. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee? 

There was no objection. 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H. RES. 106 

Mr. BERRY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent for my name to be re-
moved as a cosponsor of H. Res. 106. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas? 

There was no objection. 
f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H. RES. 106 

Mr. BOYD of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent to have my 
name removed as a cosponsor for H. 
Res. 106. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H. RES. 106 

Mr. HERGER. Mr. Speaker, I request 
unanimous consent that my name be 
removed as a cosponsor of H. Res. 106. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H. RES. 106 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
I ask unanimous consent that my name 
be withdrawn as a cosponsor of H. Res. 
106. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. PATRICK J. MURPHY of Penn-
sylvania. Mr. Speaker, the rules of the 
House do not allow me to remove my-
self from cosponsor at this time of H.R. 
811, but this statement serves that I am 
not to be perceived as a cosponsor of 
this bill at this time. 

f 

OVERRIDING THE VETO ON SCHIP 

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, in a little less than 72 hours, 
this House will have the opportunity to 
make one of the most definitive and 
powerful stands for the Nation’s chil-
dren. 

Let me go on record by indicating 
that this Nation has over a period of 
time mistreated her children. Now we 
have the opportunity to insure millions 
of children with health coverage 
through the SCHIP program, a pro-
gram now that has seen itself last for a 
decade of success in preventing dev-
astating health conditions for young 
children. 

I know this because just last week I 
visited St. Joseph’s Hospital, the neo-
natal unit. We heard stories from 
young mothers talk about children who 
have been saved and, yes, talk about 
those who have not been saved because 
they could not enroll in the SCHIP pro-
gram. 

Why in the world would we suffer a 
veto to deny our children a mere $35 
billion to cover them for preventative 
health care? 

I ask my colleagues to overturn this 
veto, and I join the Congressional 
Black Caucus to ensure that that hap-
pens. The fight is for our children. We 
cannot yield. 

f 

b 1915 

GOD & CENSORSHIP 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, good news. 
That which has been removed has been 
returned. That which has been 
censored is censored no more. Let me 
explain. 

The Architect of the Capitol took it 
upon himself to remove references of 
God from the official certificates that 
accompany flags that are flown over 
the Capitol. These flags and certifi-
cates are given to schools, citizens, and 
the military. Some Members of Con-
gress, for example, request the words 
‘‘God’’ and ‘‘Country’’ to be incor-
porated into the certificate. However, 
the word ‘‘God’’ was unilaterally 
stricken and censored from the docu-
ment by the Architect. But those days 
are over. The Architect will now allow 
the word ‘‘God’’ on such certificates. 

The national motto is ‘‘In God We 
Trust.’’ We pledge allegiance saying 
‘‘one Nation under God.’’ Our history is 
based upon a belief in the Supreme 
Being. And much of this Capitol has 
references to the Almighty. 

Mr. Speaker, many Americans are 
tired of paranoia government censor-
ship of God, and consider attempts to 
remove God from America a violation 
of their constitutional rights. Thank 
God. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous 
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes 
each. 

f 

IRAQ WAR 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATERS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, Mem-
bers, last Friday, Retired Lieutenant 
General Ricardo Sanchez, who led U.S. 
forces in Iraq following the invasion in 
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2003, became the latest in a growing 
list of retired military officers who 
harshly criticize the war in Iraq. He 
said that the United States is ‘‘living a 
nightmare with no end in sight.’’ Gen-
eral Sanchez also lambasted the latest 
strategy in Iraq calling it, again, ‘‘a 
desperate attempt by the administra-
tion that has not accepted the political 
and economic realities of this war.’’ 

These startling revelations from the 
highest ranks of our military should 
shake us to our very core. The man 
who was personally responsible for con-
ducting the war in Iraq is trying to 
convince us that we should have no 
faith in the administration now waging 
the war. 

General Sanchez went on to say, 
‘‘There has been a glaring unfortunate 
display of incompetent strategic lead-
ership within our national leaders,’’ 
and that ‘‘the American people must 
hold them accountable.’’ 

But, General Sanchez, how can the 
American people hold their elected of-
ficials accountable? As we all know, 
they can make a lot of noise by calling 
congressional offices, writing letters, 
and attending marches; but at the end 
of the day, the American people hold 
their elected officials accountable at 
the ballot box. 

To my colleagues in the House of 
Representatives, our constituents have 
already made up their minds. An over-
whelming majority of people think it 
was a mistake to invade Iraq and be-
lieve that setting a timetable for with-
drawal is the correct course of action. 
Most Democrats and Republicans agree 
that an open-ended occupation of Iraq 
is an awful idea. But the Iraqi people 
don’t want us there, and we have no 
timetable for withdrawal. 

What do we have if not an open-ended 
occupation? What more do we need to 
learn before deciding that this war 
must be brought to a halt? Day after 
day, the grim realities unfolding in 
Iraq paint a picture of futility and mis-
management. More lives are lost, more 
money is squandered, and Iraq falls 
deeper and deeper into chaos and civil 
war. 

President Bush has had our military 
in pursuit of a victory that is perpet-
ually ‘‘just around the corner.’’ Well, 
we have been around the corner and 
back again. There is no victory to be 
found. The time to end this debacle has 
long since passed. The United States 
military presence has reinforced in the 
minds of the Iraqis the most damaging 
lesson an emerging nation can learn: 
that problems are solved with bullets 
and bombs instead of compromise and 
cooperation. Instead of encouraging 
compromise and fostering cooperation 
among the various warring tribes, we 
have done the exact opposite. We con-
tinue to spend billions of dollars blind-
ly arming Iraqis who volunteer to serve 
in the Iraqi security forces with no 
thought as to where their loyalties 
might lie when we hand them weapons. 

On one hand, as Anthony Cordesman 
of the Center for Strategic and Inter-

national Studies points out, we have 
not addressed the degree to which all 
elements of the Iraqi security forces, 
from the Prime Minister’s office down, 
have links to Shiite efforts to retain 
and expand power and carry out sec-
tarian cleansing in mixed areas. 

On the other hand, the bottom-up 
reconciliation that Bush brags about is 
arming and empowering the Sunni mi-
litias in Anbar province and elsewhere. 
This is, as a recent article in the Econ-
omist suggests, a recipe for civil war 
and only serves to undermine the cen-
tral government of Iraq. 

These irresponsible and dangerous 
tactics not only harm future prospects 
for stability in Iraq, but seriously 
erode our standing in the Middle East 
and larger international community. 

I would like to commend General 
Sanchez for speaking out against the 
Bush administration. But how many 
more General Sanchezes will it take 
before the last Congressperson turns 
against the occupation of Iraq? How 
many more investigations of 
Blackwater’s abuse, of Halliburton’s 
fraud, how many more reports of our 
overstretched military at its breaking 
point, or about the damage our occupa-
tion is doing to our international 
standing? How much more of this de-
bate do we need before our national 
leaders accept that the Iraq war is ac-
tually making our country less safe? 

For the good of this great Nation and 
for the good of Iraq, it is time to bring 
our troops home and end the occupa-
tion of Iraq. 

Mr. Speaker and Members, I know 
that there is an attempt to put a good 
face on the surge and to try and make 
us believe that the surge is working, 
but just read your newspapers every 
day and see the number of lives that 
are being lost, not only of our own sol-
diers, but of the Iraqis. 

f 

CORPORAL DONALD E. VALENTINE 
III—U.S. ARMY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, ‘‘The soldier 
is the Army, and wars may be fought 
with weapons, but they are won by 
men. While we mourn those men who 
die, we should thank God such men 
ever lived.’’ These are the words of 
General George Patton in World War 
II. 

Mr. Speaker, one of those soldiers 
was Corporal Donald E. Valentine III of 
the United States Army. He was born 
in Houston, Texas, on March 5, 1986. 
Donald Valentine joined the United 
States Army because of the 9/11 attack 
on this country. 

His mother Anna said, ‘‘My husband 
and I were behind Donald 100 percent. I 
was so proud of him no matter what he 
ever did. He made me very proud to be 
his mother.’’ Words from another of 
America’s Gold Star Mothers. 

I met Anna Valentine and many 
members of the Valentine family re-

cently at Veterans National Cemetery 
in Houston, where mothers like Anna 
who had children killed in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan were being honored. We call 
those noble women Gold Star Mothers. 
Anna Valentine’s son is buried on that 
hallowed ground of the fallen in Hous-
ton, Texas. 

Corporal Valentine was killed along 
with two other soldiers on September 
18 in Muqdadiyah, Iraq, when an IED, 
an improvised explosive device, deto-
nated near him. 

Mr. Speaker, you understand the use 
of an IED by America’s enemy is a cow-
ard’s way of fighting the war. These en-
emies rant and rave and preach hate in 
the name of religion, but they cover 
their faces with masks and hide in 
caves and dark, dusty ditches. They are 
afraid to come out in the open and face 
the American soldier, so our enemy 
detonates remote-controlled bombs. 

Corporal Donald Valentine III comes 
from a military family. His father, 
Donald II, is a Navy veteran. His broth-
er Daniel wanted to enlist to be with 
his brother Donald in Iraq, and Daniel, 
19, still intends to join the military. 
Mr. Speaker, America owes much to 
families like the Valentines. 

Donald was married 1 year to Lucia, 
who said Donald had all the qualities 
any girl would want. She had talked to 
Donald on their first anniversary, 3 
days before his death in Iraq. Corporal 
Valentine told his family that, if he did 
not survive the war, they should stay 
strong. He is the 91st fallen 
servicemember with ties to the Hous-
ton area to have been killed in Iraq or 
Afghanistan. 

Corporal Donald Valentine was as-
signed to the 2nd Battalion, 23rd Infan-
try Regiment, 4th Brigade, 2nd Infan-
try Division of the Stryker Brigade 
Combat Team from Fort Lewis, Wash-
ington. 

Being from a military family, he 
moved around a lot as a child. He lived 
in Florida most of his life and in Idaho, 
but wanted to be buried in ‘‘Big H,’’ as 
he called Houston, Texas, because of 
many reasons. One of those reasons 
was because he spent so much time 
growing up with his grandparents who 
live in Houston. Mr. Speaker, Donald’s 
grandparents, Thomas and Lupe Cor-
tez, and his other grandmother Geneva 
Fernandez, survive their grandson. 

As a grandfather of five with two 
more grandkids on the way, I think it 
would be a most difficult task to bury 
a grandson in the vigor of their youth. 

In the official statement on Donald’s 
death, the family said, ‘‘Donald 
touched the lives of so many with his 
big heart. We will cherish the beautiful 
memories we shared with you. You 
made us so very proud. Now heaven has 
another hero. And, continue to watch 
over us as an angel in heaven.’’ 

On September 28, 2007, taps played for 
the last time as 21 guns saluted this 
American soldier. This is a photograph 
of Donald Valentine III. 

A statement has been credited to one 
of Rome’s centurions when he told his 
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troops, ‘‘How you yet live will echo 
throughout eternity.’’ Corporal Valen-
tine lived a short but faithful life to 
the things that were important to him: 
family and country. He was 21 when he 
was killed. 

Mr. Speaker, General George Patton 
was right about such warriors. We 
should thank God that such men as 
Corporal Donald Valentine III died and 
lived. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. LEE) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. LEE addressed the House. Her 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

b 1930 

IN OPPOSITION TO RESOLUTION 
REGARDING ARMENIA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. BURGESS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to come to the floor of the House to-
night and add my voice to a lot of my 
colleagues in opposition to the dan-
gerous resolution condemning Turkey 
for reported atrocities against the Ar-
menian people. Everyone regrets what 
happened at the end of the First World 
War; but, Mr. Speaker, we are in the 
midst of a very complicated war, a 
complicated war in which every ally is 
valuable to our war effort. 

This resolution, Mr. Speaker, this 
resolution has the potential to inflict 
damage on the United States-Turkish 
relationship such that it would be very 
difficult to repair it, and this should be 
at the forefront of our minds as we con-
sider bringing to the floor for a vote. 

I am concerned about this resolution, 
and I urge the Speaker not to allow 
these actions. 

I am asking us to consider the long- 
lasting negative effects that this reso-
lution could have on our foreign policy 
interests. The last thing we need is for 
an American ally to stray from the 
path of victory in Iraq, and with Presi-
dent Abdullah Gul threatening to with-
draw Turkey’s support of the Iraq war 
should we vote on and pass this risky 
resolution, this possibility unfortu-
nately is moving ever closer to reality. 

Mr. Speaker, Turkey continues to be 
a consistent U.S. partner in developing 
some of the crucial defense equipment 
we’re going to need to protect our 
country into the future. Currently, 

Turkey is aiding in the development of 
Lockheed Martin’s F–35 Lightning 
fighter. I can testify to the significant 
importance of sustaining positive rela-
tions with Turkey, because the final 
assemblage of the aforementioned air-
craft will, in fact, take place at Lock-
heed Martin’s Ft. Worth plant which is 
very near my district in North Texas. 
These are important developments in 
the war on terror and now is not the 
time to compromise these efforts. 

But more importantly, Mr. Speaker, 
this resolution, this resolution is ill 
timed and ill suited for a country at 
war. What will happen to the transport 
of goods, fuel, food, fiber through Tur-
key into northern Iraq? 

And if those shipments, if those ship-
ments of food, fuel and fiber are de-
layed or ended by the Turks, who wins 
and who loses? 

Mr. Speaker, I will submit that the 
average American probably doesn’t 
know the answer to that question. It’s 
not that they’re indifferent, but they 
just don’t know if there’s going to be a 
winner or a loser. The average Turk, 
while he may care, is really just pretty 
mad about it all. 

But, Mr. Speaker, I would submit it 
is the Iraqi citizen who is on our side 
who will lose. They will be denied sus-
tenance. They will be denied food for 
their family. They will be denied fuel 
to heat their homes in the coming win-
ter in the northern part of Iraq, in a 
country that has been ravaged by war. 

Well, if Iraqis who are friendly to us 
are likely to be hurt, what about the 
enemy in Iraq? Well, Mr. Speaker, they 
may be the indirect winner because 
after all, we know they love chaos; and 
anything that increases disorder in 
Iraq’s fragile social system benefits our 
enemy. 

Mr. Speaker, I am not connecting 
dots that have not already been con-
nected. Right as we left before the Au-
gust recess the majority whip was 
quoted as saying if things go well in 
Iraq, it’s bad for us; it’s bad for our ma-
jority party. 

Mr. Speaker, sadly, then we’ve seen 
several times during the month of Sep-
tember where it does seem like some-
times they’re invested in defeat. 

But who really bears the brunt is the 
United States soldier. And, Mr. Speak-
er, this is not just a theoretical con-
cern. October 2000, same bill, conflicts 
are a little bit different. Northern 
watch, keeping the Iraqis from attack-
ing the Kurds. Those planes in north-
ern Iraq to enforce the no-fly zone and 
keep Saddam from attacking the 
Kurds, those F–16s flew out of Turkey 
and they kept watch every day of every 
week during what we now know as 
Northern Watch. They kept the Iraqi 
Republican Guard in a box and kept 
them from attacking Kurds. 

Mr. Speaker, I was not in Congress in 
October of 2000. But I will tell you that 
a young man who is now a constituent, 
actually stationed in Clovis, New Mex-
ico, but was moved to Incurlik, Tur-
key, and was on duty then, he talked to 

me back in October of 2000. He said, we 
were away from home in a place that 
really was awfully strange for a 21- 
year-old. And then we picked up our 
newspapers one morning and there’s a 
big hole in the side of a United States 
ship, the USS Cole which was bombed 
in October of 2000. The tension was 
mounting daily. Other attacks were a 
possibility. And then all hell broke 
loose outside the base. There was pro-
tests, there was shouting, there were 
people yelling at us at the gate. None 
of us were allowed off the base. And 
why? Because the House of Representa-
tives was going to take up the Arme-
nian genocide resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, this constituent was my 
son. He asked me then, Dad, why is 
Congress making things tougher for us 
over here? I didn’t have an answer for 
him now and I don’t have an answer for 
him now. President Clinton did not 
support this bill in 2000. Majority Lead-
er Armey refused to allow it to come to 
the floor. Don’t make life tougher for 
our soldiers. We’re a country at war. 
Let’s act like it for once. 

f 

PERU FREE TRADE AGREEMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maine (Mr. MICHAUD) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, in the 
coming days Congress will consider the 
Peru Free Trade Agreement. I rise to-
night to ask why are we in such a rush 
to approve a flawed and misguided 
trade policy. 

The Peru Free Trade Agreement 
doesn’t enjoy the support of any of the 
constituencies which it’s supposed to 
benefit. No labor unions vocally are 
out supporting this agreement. Why 
would they? The labor standards are 
unenforceable. It doesn’t protect ‘‘buy 
America.’’ It promotes off-shoring of 
our industries. 

The Peru Free Trade Agreement is 
just like the NAFTA-CAFTA frame-
work. NAFTA has cost Maine over 23 
percent of our manufacturing base. The 
new labor environmental language will 
do nothing to improve the situation. 

The Bush administration claims that 
the agreement will improve labor 
standards in Peru and, in the next 
breath, Tom Donahue, president of the 
United States Chamber of Commerce 
states that he is ‘‘encouraged by assur-
ances that the labor provisions cannot 
be read to require compliance with the 
ILO conventions.’’ 

So why are we rushing to approve 
such a toothless measure? 

Why is Congress moving so fast to 
approve a trade policy which has not 
been subject to a full hearing since the 
deal was announced? The last hearing 
on the Peru Free Trade Agreement in 
the Ways and Means Committee was 
held in 2006. There are no environ-
mental groups that are rallying sup-
port for the unenforceable environ-
mental protections. That includes the 
Sierra Club and Friends of the Earth. 
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So why are we not taking the time to 

consider the impact the Peru FTA will 
have on our environment, our intellec-
tual property or privatization of Social 
Security? 

Even the labor leaders of major Peru-
vian labor organizations oppose this 
agreement. They urge Congress to vote 
‘‘no,’’ claiming that it will weaken 
labor standards, encourage illegal im-
migration to the United States, and in-
crease the rates of drug trafficking and 
violence. 

So who supports this agreement? Big 
Business. It’s the large multinational 
companies who seek to profit off the 
backs of working men and women in 
our country. 

Remember back on May 10 when we 
heard about the new trade model? Well, 
if it’s so new and great, then why 
aren’t we hearing from all sides on the 
trade debate asking us to support it? 
There is a reason: there is not much 
new about it. It’s the same old model 
with a little fancy title. 

I ask my colleagues to take a step 
back and consider this agreement care-
fully, demand the enforcement of the 
labor standards that conform with the 
ILO Conventions and environmental 
protection that might actually protect 
the environment. 

I ask my colleagues to consider the 
impact of this agreement and to ques-
tion why we are moving so quickly to 
box ourselves into a corner. And I’m 
asking Members to listen to their con-
stituents. 

All across this country, the Amer-
ican citizens are opposed to these bad, 
flawed trade deals. This is more of the 
same. We must have a new trade 
model. We have to start thinking glob-
ally of how we’re going to deal with the 
globalization in this world today. So I 
encourage my colleagues to vote ‘‘no’’ 
on the Peru trade deal. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. HARE) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. HARE addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

STATE CHILDREN’S HEALTH 
INSURANCE PROGRAM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. KAGEN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. KAGEN. Mr. Speaker, we’ve been 
talking the last several weeks here in 
Congress about the SCHIP, the State 
Children’s Health Insurance Program. 

This is the SCHIP face I’d like to show 
America. Before I discuss with you in 
the next several minutes the SCHIP 
program, I’d like to show you the face 
of Kailee Meronek from Appleton. I 
represent her. She’s not here to speak 
for herself, so I have the great honor 
and duty of speaking on her behalf. She 
has a younger sister who is 3 months of 
age, and a young mother who’s earning 
$2.33 an hour at a restaurant. She 
qualifies for SCHIP. She has benefited 
from SCHIP; and because she is covered 
by this state-run program, she sees her 
doctor in the doctor’s office and not in 
the emergency room. Kailee needs our 
help and she needs our support. She 
will some day have to pay for a war 
that is costing the American taxpayers 
$400 million a day. And yet we’re not 
even paying for this war. The occupa-
tion of Iraq is being paid for by bor-
rowed money from China that Kailee 
and her younger sister, Cassidy, will 
have to pay back some day. 

The SCHIP program is a state-run 
program that’s been very successful. 
We aim to reauthorize this program 
and expand its coverage to all children 
in America who are eligible. That’s up 
to about 10.8 million to 11 million chil-
dren who are the lowest income strata 
in the country. 

The SCHIP program will focus on the 
working families who need the help the 
most. It will guarantee access to 
health care at the doctor’s office, not 
at the expensive emergency room. If 
anyone listening thinks that SCHIP is 
not a good deal, you’re going to spend 
much more money taking care of 
Kailee and her family at the emer-
gency room than at the doctor. 

SCHIP reduces your taxes. It cuts the 
cost of caring for families who are 
most in need. 

How about the money? $3.50 a day. 
Kailee is not asking for that money; 
she deserves it. 

What kind of Nation are we? What 
kind of Nation would turn their back 
on Kailee and Cassidy and their moth-
er, Wendy? Not this America. 

I want my country back. I want a 
country that still cares about people 
more than corporations. I want a coun-
try that respects its laws and obeys all 
of its laws, including signing state-
ments. We don’t need signing state-
ments. We need someone in our offices 
in the administration who cares about 
people. 

Kailee and her sister, Cassidy, need 
our help. I’m asking all Republicans, 
all Democrats, forget your party lead-
ership. Forget your association with 
your party. Think about the people you 
represent, like this young girl. 

We aim to cover 57,778 people in Wis-
consin on the SCHIP program, and 
hope to expand it another 37,000. We do 
it in a fair way, in a way that’s called 
pay-as-you-go, not like our occupation 
of Iraq. We’re going to pay as we go. 

I ask America tonight to put a 
human face on the SCHIP program. 
Help Kailee. Support Kailee, her sister 
and her family and everyone in this 
country who needs our help. 

What kind of Nation are we? We’ll 
find out on Thursday. America is lis-
tening. 

My colleagues, Mr. Speaker, I ask 
you to support the SCHIP bill and 
override the Presidential veto. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

b 1945 

HEALTH CARE FOR IRAQ AND 
AFGHANISTAN WAR VETERANS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I think 
it’s important for the President of the 
United States to pay attention to the 
over 100,000 Iraqi and Afghani veterans 
that are coming back to our country, 
U.S. citizens who have been wounded. 
100,000. 

This House passed a bill that in-
creases spending in the Department of 
Veterans Affairs by 18 percent, the 
largest increase in American history, 
which is deserved because we have in-
jured soldiers coming back to us who 
are not being treated. That bill is log 
jammed in the Senate. I invite the 
President of the United States to call 
over to the leadership in the Senate to 
say he’s going to sign that bill and to 
move that bill this week. 

Yesterday, I was out welcoming in an 
official ceremony the 983rd Combat En-
gineer Unit Heavy from the State of 
Ohio. It’s a Reserve unit, over 1,000 sol-
diers who have been deployed to the 
theater in Iraq who came home, and 
this was the official welcome home 
ceremony to present them their war-
rior citizen flags and medals. It was a 
moving ceremony honoring their valor 
and their service to our country. 

I had the opportunity at that cere-
mony to talk to Mrs. Tiffany Eckhart, 
the widow of Andy Eckhart, who lost 
his life in Iraq. And he was on his sec-
ond deployment to Iraq. 

She said several things to me. She 
said, Marcy, my husband never should 
have been deployed a second time be-
cause he had been injured in his first 
deployment. He had had a head injury, 
and she said, I want you to go back to 
Washington this week and tell the Con-
gress and tell the Secretary of Defense 
and tell the President of the United 
States that every soldier who has been 
in combat in Iraq or in Afghanistan if 
they have had a head injury, before 
they are sent back again, they should 
be examined to make sure that there’s 
nothing wrong, that there isn’t a prob-
lem that affects their vision or in some 
way affects their functioning, which 
she claims is the reason for his death. 

Now, if we are rotating people 
through so quickly and we aren’t pay-
ing attention to the soldiers who are in 
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theatre, particularly the Guard and Re-
serve, which never get the attention 
that they should, shame on us. Shame 
on us. 

The impact of these head injuries on 
our soldiers is serious, and with the ex-
plosions that are occurring, we are los-
ing 80 percent of those who have lost 
their lives, 80 percent of our soldiers 
have died from IEDs, which are explo-
sive devices, or from sniper shots to 
the back of the head, 80 percent. So the 
individual soldier is receiving these 
wounds largely in the head area, or if 
they have heard the explosive devices 
going off, they have had damage some-
times inside the head that you can’t 
see. You can’t see. So the Department 
of Defense should have a policy not to 
redeploy unless that soldier is reexam-
ined. 

It’s almost like having shaking baby 
syndrome is what Mrs. Eckhart said to 
me, where after a baby has been dam-
aged, unless they are really examined, 
sometimes you can’t tell that there has 
been brain damage. It’s no different for 
our soldiers. She begged me to change 
the policy of the Department of De-
fense in this regard. 

In addition to that, I met so many 
soldiers who had come home because 
the unit returned in 2005, who had 
other symptoms that are not being 
treated. There is PTSD inside this par-
ticular battalion, but are doctors eas-
ily available to them? No. And are they 
available locally? No. If they are forced 
to travel somewhere because they are 
Reserve members, they have got to 
take off work. Guess what. They have 
to lose their pay because they have to 
go to get taken care of at a hospital 2, 
3, 4 hours away from them. That’s 
wrong. Those services should be pro-
vided to our soldiers when they are ill, 
particularly if they have something 
like PTSD, which demands such careful 
attention from a neuropsychiatrist and 
the distribution of medicines and the 
kind of therapeutic care that is impor-
tant for them. 

Another soldier came up to me. He 
had ripped cartilage and tendons in his 
knee. He has been home for over 11⁄2 
years. He said, Congresswoman, why 
didn’t the DOD operate on me while I 
was in theater? He said, When I came 
home, they discharged me. He said, 
You know what? I came home. I am 
now in the Reserve. For me to get this 
taken care of, I will be off work for 
week. He said, I can’t afford to do that. 
He said, Why didn’t they tell me? Why 
didn’t they tell me to take care of it 
while I was under the umbrella of the 
Department of Defense? 

The PTSD and neurological disorders 
just in that unit, now that people have 
been home, while we were at the cere-
mony, several F–16 jets which are based 
near a school overhead, you could just 
see the reaction of the soldiers. 

I would invite the President of the 
United States to urge the Senate of the 
United States to move that legislation 
so that we can move the resources we 
need into the Department of Veterans 

Affairs and take care of the veterans of 
this country, over 100,000 of whom have 
come home now who are injured. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H. RES. 734, EXPRESSING THE 
SENSE OF THE HOUSE REGARD-
ING WITHHOLDING OF INFORMA-
TION RELATING TO CORRUPTION 
IN IRAQ 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida, from the 
Committee on Rules, submitted a priv-
ileged report (Rept. No. 110–382) on the 
resolution (H. Res. 741) providing for 
consideration of the resolution (H. Res. 
734) expressing the sense of the House 
of Representatives regarding the with-
holding of information relating to cor-
ruption in Iraq, which was referred to 
the House Calendar and ordered to be 
printed. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 2102, FREE FLOW OF INFOR-
MATION ACT OF 2007 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida, from the 
Committee on Rules, submitted a priv-
ileged report (Rept. No. 110–383) on the 
resolution (H. Res. 742) providing for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2102) to 
maintain the free flow of information 
to the public by providing conditions 
for the federally compelled disclosure 
of information by certain persons con-
nected with the news media, which was 
referred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, let 
me seek unanimous consent that my 
colleagues will have 5 days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the subject matter of my 
Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MITCHELL). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentlewoman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
f 

THE PRESIDENT’S VETO OF BI-
PARTISAN CHILDREN’S HEALTH 
INSURANCE BILL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentlewoman from 
Ohio (Mrs. JONES) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader. 

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I 
am pleased once again to host the Con-
gressional Black Caucus message hour 
on Monday, the first hour of the week. 

In the past weeks we have talked 
about all kinds of issues affecting the 
American people and have focused on 
issues particularly affecting African 
American families. Once again, how-
ever, we are compelled to this week 
focus in on the State Children’s Health 
Insurance Program, which the Presi-
dent chose to veto a couple weeks ago. 

This week on the floor of the House 
we will again be debating SCHIP and 
the President and our effort to override 
that veto. I am confident that my col-
leagues will join me in overriding that 
veto because they understand the im-
portance of children in the United 
States having health care. 

I am joined this evening by several of 
my colleagues who will be speaking on 
this very issue. And I also want to say 
on behalf of the Chair of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus, CAROLYN CHEEKS 
KILPATRICK, who appointed me to lead 
this message hour, I want to thank the 
American public for listening in to our 
messages. 

I am pleased at this time to yield to 
my colleague, my good friend, and my 
sister from Oakland, California, Con-
gresswoman BARBARA LEE. 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, first let me 
thank the Chair of the Congressional 
Black Caucus, Congresswoman CARO-
LYN CHEEKS KILPATRICK, for her leader-
ship and for her vision in making sure 
that really the conscience of America 
is heard on these Monday nights. And 
also let me thank Congresswoman 
STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES for her leader-
ship and for her vigilance and also, as 
a member of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee, for her strong voice on behalf 
of our country’s children. 

I rise tonight in strong support for 
overriding the President’s misguided 
veto on the State Children’s Health In-
surance Program. 

Does the President want to relegate 
parents of sick children to frantic calls 
to 911, late night visits to emergency 
rooms, and tragic and preventable 
deaths due to undiagnosed illnesses? 
The Congress must say no and override 
his veto Thursday so that our children 
have access to regular checkups, pre-
ventative care, and a primary physi-
cian. 

We must stand with the American 
people who overwhelmingly support in-
creasing access to children’s health 
care. We must stand with nearly every 
single health organization, every single 
children’s organization in America, 
like the American Medical Association, 
the American Academy of Pediatrics, 
the Children’s Defense Fund, Easter 
Seals, the March of Dimes, and count-
less others who support their bill be-
cause they all understand the dev-
astating impact of being uninsured. 

We must stand with the largest 
health insurance trade association in 
the country, America’s Health Insur-
ance Plans, who praised expanding the 
State Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram as a vital step in ensuring the 
health security of millions of Amer-
ica’s children. 

Sadly, I believe, like many of us be-
lieve, that the President is totally dis-
connected from the reality of our chil-
dren’s lives. He has asked Congress for 
another $190 billion, $190 billion, to 
fund his occupation of Iraq, while he 
has vetoed a fraction of that amount 
for our children. This is a shortsighted 
assault on our Nation’s children, and 
we cannot stand for it. 
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This program is one of the most suc-

cessful programs in the Nation, and it 
should be reauthorized and it should be 
expanded. 

When I was a State Senator in Cali-
fornia, I helped write the California 
State program called Healthy Fami-
lies, and now Healthy Families pro-
vides low-cost access to health care for 
over 800,000 children, more than any 
other State. The flexibility built into 
SCHIP has allowed California to pro-
vide access to health, dental, and vi-
sion coverage for children. And, also, 
let me just say that if this doesn’t get 
overridden, we don’t know what is 
going to happen in California, like in 
other States; so this needs to continue. 

Comprehensive health coverage for 
children is also a very vital step to-
wards eliminating the continuing 
health disparities that plague minority 
populations, including 800,000 Asian Pa-
cific Americans, 1.4 million African 
Americans, and 3.4 million Hispanics. 

Providing health care coverage for 
our children is one of the most cost-ef-
fective investments that America can 
make. Children are the least costly to 
provide coverage for, and giving chil-
dren access to adequate primary health 
care will create a generation of 
healthier, better educated and, in the 
end, more productive adults. 

It’s mind-boggling that President 
Bush vetoed a children’s health bill. It 
is a shame and disgrace that our chil-
dren are not his priority. So the House 
must stand with America’s 10 million 
children and vote ‘‘yes’’ to override his 
veto on Thursday. This is the right 
thing to do. Voting to override the 
President’s veto is the moral and it is 
the ethical vote to cast. Our children 
deserve nothing less. 

Let me thank my colleague again 
from Ohio, Congresswoman STEPHANIE 
TUBBS JONES, for making sure that the 
voice of children are heard once again 
on this floor. 

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. I want to en-
gage in a conversation with you just 
for a moment, Congresswoman LEE. 

The cost of providing health care to 
children is $3.50 per child. Now, those 
of us who drink expensive coffee spend 
more than that on a cup of coffee every 
day. And wouldn’t it just make sense? 
With all due respect to President Bush, 
but on this issue he is just totally in-
correct. And all the newspapers and or-
ganizations are saying just that, that 
he is incorrect. 

Ms. LEE. He is totally incorrect, first 
of all, and I think that $3.50 example 
explains why he’s incorrect. 

It is about priorities, Congresswoman 
TUBBS JONES. It is about where we put 
our tax dollars. Do we care about se-
curing the future of our country? Do 
we care about our children’s future? 
And that is what this is about. He has 
asked for $190 billion, as I said earlier, 
to continue to fund this occupation in 
Iraq. Well, I would think that a pit-
tance of that money, when we know 
how much this would cost, would go to 
cover our children. And our children 
deserve it. 

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 
the amazing thing is he is trying to 
talk about this whole piece of being 
conservative, fiscally conservative in 
the dollars he is expending, but this 
President has put us in greater deficit 
than all the Presidents predating him. 
From George Washington on up to Bill 
Clinton, he has spent more money. So 
being fiscally conservative really 
doesn’t make a whole lot of sense. 

Ms. LEE. When the President took 
office, we had a surplus in our country, 
and now we are in a deficit spending 
mode. And I will tell you, it is mort-
gaging and making our children pay for 
the mistakes of this administration. So 
we have to dig ourselves out of this. 
And I think this is a first step to mak-
ing sure that our children are healthy 
enough to move forward to be able to 
take over and try to help figure out 
how they can secure this country for 
America’s families and children. 

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Thank you, 
Congresswoman LEE, for leadership in 
this area but also in the whole HIV/ 
AIDS area. You are a beacon of light 
for the Congressional Black Caucus and 
for the Nation. So I thank you for join-
ing me this evening, and I hope you 
have a great evening. 

Ms. LEE. Thank you very much. 
Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 

one thing that we all know is that the 
Children’s Health Insurance Program, 
the acronym which is SCHIP, State 
Children’s Health Insurance Program, 
has always been a bipartisan piece of 
legislation. We have seen Governors 
from both parties across this country 
in strong support of the bill. Senate 
Republicans and Democrats have 
joined together on a veto-proof vote 
that the President has ignored. In the 
House we have strong bipartisan sup-
port as well. 

I am pleased at this time to yield to 
my colleague and good friend from 
Brooklyn, New York, and I hate that 
we beat the Yankees, but my good 
friend from New York, YVETTE CLARKE. 

Ms. CLARKE. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
thank the gentlewoman from Ohio for 
her leadership and for being here to 
give guidance during this hour for the 
CBC. And I want to thank our chair-
woman, Ms. CAROLYN KILPATRICK, for 
seeing fit to add this particular per-
spective to the conversation that we 
are having with our Nation around the 
Children’s Health Insurance Program 
in our States. 

b 2000 

And, Mr. Speaker, I’m elated to stand 
with my colleagues today to once again 
voice my support, my wholehearted 
support for children’s health insurance 
coverage, also known as SCHIP. 

Just over a week ago, the President 
vetoed bipartisan legislation that 
would have provided 10 million Amer-
ican children health coverage through 
SCHIP. Since the beginning of my ten-
ure here, you know I’m a freshman, in 
this 110th session, this is the second 
time the President has vetoed impor-

tant health care legislation with broad 
bipartisan support; the other veto 
being an expansion of potentially life 
saving stem cell research. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor and duty 
to stand with my fellow Democrats, 
telling this administration that this 
veto will not deter nor distract us from 
protecting the health and well-being of 
our children. 

The people that I represent in central 
Brooklyn have spoken loud and clear, 
and so has the rest of America. Repub-
licans and Democrats alike have ex-
pressed their dismay with the Presi-
dent’s decision to veto this bipartisan 
legislation. Additionally, the country 
overwhelmingly supports the Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program. A re-
cent Washington Post-ABC News poll 
indicates that 72 percent of the country 
supports the extension and reauthor-
ization of the CHIP program. Gov-
ernors of both parties across the coun-
try support the bipartisan bill. 

Now, following the veto, the fight for 
health insurance for 10 million low-in-
come children moves back to this body 
where the hard work of rebuilding and 
building consensus among both Demo-
crats and Republicans has already 
taken place. Now, the rubber-stamp 
Republicans who have sided with the 
President and are standing between 10 
million low-income children and their 
health care must hear from the Amer-
ican people. We will override the Presi-
dent’s rejection of health coverage for 
10 million children, but the voices of 
the American people must be heard by 
those in Washington. 

SCHIP was created to provide health 
care coverage for children and families 
who earn too much to qualify for Med-
icaid, but not enough to afford private 
insurance. It costs, as my colleague, 
STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES, has already 
stated, less than $3 a day to cover a 
child through the Children’s Health In-
surance Program. 

Ensuring kids is also cost-effective 
for taxpayers, who pick up the tab for 
indigent care in emergency rooms, the 
most expensive way to care for a 
child’s health, as well because a 
healthy child is more likely to succeed 
in education and life. 

Over the last 10 years, the children’s 
health program has proven to be pop-
ular and successful, with 6 million chil-
dren now enrolled in the program. The 
bipartisan children’s health insurance 
bill has broad bipartisan support. It’s 
supported by 68 Senators, including 18 
Republicans; it’s supported by 43 Gov-
ernors, including 16 Republicans; it’s 
supported by more than 270 organiza-
tions representing millions of Ameri-
cans; and it’s supported by a strong 
majority of the American people. 

This bipartisan bill renews and im-
proves the Children’s Health Insurance 
Program, providing health care cov-
erage for 10 million children, pre-
serving coverage for 6 million children 
currently covered by SCHIP, and ex-
tending coverage to nearly 4 million 
uninsured children according to the 
nonpartisan CBO. 
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Ironically, this morning I had an op-

portunity, along with my colleague, 
NYDIA VELÁZQUEZ, to attend a press 
conference hosted by the Working 
Families Party, ACORN, SCIU and 
Mothers in Our Community to reach 
out to a corporation in New York 
called KKR in midtown Manhattan. 
This is an investment firm that owns 
Toys-R-Us and Dollar General. These 
two toy retailers have already sub-
jected America’s families to massive 
and unprecedented recalls of millions 
of poisonous lead toys that have flood-
ed the market. This is a great concern. 
If we don’t get a commitment for a 
code of conduct protecting our children 
from lead poison, our holiday toy-buy-
ing season could mean putting the 
health of millions of American children 
at risk. 

This concern is compounded by this 
administration’s reckless disregard for 
our most vulnerable, our children. Just 
imagine the confluence of two of these 
things happening at the same time. 
Right now, parents and families, moth-
ers are concerned about lead-tainted 
toys. And at the same time, when we 
need health care coverage that can 
identify lead poisoning, that can help 
to ameliorate some of those concerns, 
because, on the one hand, our safety is 
not being protected through the con-
sumer protection, we need to have 
SCHIP in place. 

Two-thirds of uninsured children are 
currently eligible for SCHIP or Med-
icaid. This bill is simply designed to 
give States the resources and incen-
tives to enroll children who are eligible 
but not signed up for SCHIP and Medi-
care. 

Mr. Speaker, I just wanted to be here 
to say that when we look at commu-
nities of color, in particular, black 
communities across this Nation, it has 
been this type of safety net health care 
that enables our communities to grow 
from strength to strength. These are 
just those American policies we need to 
give our families the boost they need 
so that when children go to school with 
asthma, they can be treated, they don’t 
have to be out for days on end. When 
our children have hepatitis, tuber-
culosis, when they have any type of 
communicable disease, these diseases 
can be treated quickly before they 
reach the level of crisis in the emer-
gency room. 

SCHIP gives us that tool to be able 
to make sure that Americans are safe 
and secure, that their health and well- 
being is something that we all value as 
part of the American fabric of who we 
are. 

And so I want to thank you, STEPH-
ANIE TUBBS JONES, for anchoring this 
hour for the CBC. When we think about 
our communities and how critical this 
legislation is, not only for our commu-
nities, but for all Americans, this tran-
scends race, ethnicity, gender. It’s 
American children. I want to thank 
you for giving me the opportunity to 
share this time with you. 

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. The people of 
Brooklyn need to know that this con-

gresswoman has come in here, put her 
running shoes, we call them high- 
heeled sneakers, put those running 
shoes on and really has done a fan-
tastic job. We’re so very proud of what 
she’s doing, the leadership she’s show-
ing; and I thank you for joining me for 
this message hour this evening. 

Ms. CLARKE. Thank you very much. 
Mrs. JONES of Ohio. SCHIP, one of 

the best ways to deliver health care to 
America’s children. SCHIP, one of the 
best ways and cost-effective ways to 
deliver health care. 

You know, I was stunned when I 
heard President Bush tell the people of 
America, well, these children have 
health care already; all they have to do 
is go to an emergency room. I don’t 
know how many of you had the oppor-
tunity, just very recently, to see the 
news show talking about how the emer-
gency rooms in this country are 
overladen and overburdened by so 
many people coming into emergency 
rooms across the country. 

In my efforts of obtaining earmarks 
over the past 4 years in my congres-
sional district, I have sought money for 
improving the emergency rooms in sev-
eral hospitals in my congressional dis-
trict. I’ve been in the emergency room. 
I’ve been there, and the pictures show 
it, where there are people laying on 
gurneys in the hallways because there 
are not enough private spaces for them 
to use. There are children, seniors, peo-
ple of all ages in these hospitals and 
using the emergency room as their pri-
mary care. Emergency rooms were cre-
ated just for that, emergencies, not for 
the delivery of ongoing preventative 
care. 

And the only way that we can make 
sure that our children are more 
healthy, the only way that we can en-
sure that children who are being edu-
cated, they have to be healthy in order 
to get a good lesson. That’s why we 
started Head Start and we started 
lunch programs and breakfast pro-
grams at school so that children could 
go to school and they wouldn’t be hun-
gry. So now that we’re feeding them 
and they go to school and they’re not 
hungry, we ought to make sure they 
have health care coverage so they go to 
school healthy. 

And I don’t know how many of you 
there are listening, but I know you’ve 
heard the story where your grand-
daughter or your niece or your nephew 
or your child goes to a day care facility 
for the first time and they come home 
with all kinds of whooping cough or 
something, running noses, and it’s be-
cause a lot of young children come to 
day care without having received any 
health care. It will make a real dif-
ference in the lives of a lot of people if 
we provide health care to our children, 
and particularly preventative health 
care. 

The other reason it becomes so im-
portant is that an unhealthy child is 
not going to be able to pay attention in 
school. An unhealthy child who is not 
paying attention in school, is not doing 

well, is unlikely to do well in junior 
high school, unlikely to do well in high 
school, unlikely to make it to college. 
It may be the precursor to dropping 
out for a number of children here in 
the United States of America. And that 
is why this issue becomes so very im-
portant and vital to all of our commu-
nities. 

Let me just read to you some of the 
things that some of the national news-
papers have said about SCHIP. The 
Miami Herald said: ‘‘Vote to Override 
the Veto of Children’s Health Bill.’’ 
‘‘President Bush’s veto of the chil-
dren’s health insurance bill is like 
Imelda Marcos denying a barefoot child 
a pair of shoes.’’ That makes me laugh 
because I think about all my 
girlfriends who have lots of shoes, and 
they’re much like Imelda Marcos. ‘‘The 
President complains that expanding 
health care coverage for low-income 
children will cost too much and lead to 
socialized medicine. Neither assertion 
is true. Now it’s up to Congress to over-
ride this veto. We urge the Representa-
tives who voted against the bill, most 
of them Republican, to reconsider. In-
stead of supporting the questionable 
priorities of a lame-duck President, 
they should vote to improve the health 
prospects of low-income children.’’ 

The St. Louis Post-Dispatch said: 
‘‘Some People, All the Time.’’ ‘‘Caring 
for and protecting children is among 
the highest values of society, and one 
of its most crucial obligations. On 
Wednesday, President Bush vetoed a 
bill to renew and extend the reach of a 
program that provides health insur-
ance to American children whose fami-
lies can’t afford it or can’t get it at any 
price. Congress now must stand up for 
children’s health and override the 
President’s veto. Mr. Bush’s misleading 
rhetoric calls to mind the warning 
about gullibility made by a very dif-
ferent Republican President, Abraham 
Lincoln. As Congress prepares to over-
ride the President’s veto, those who 
voted against the SCHIP plan should 
take care to ensure that they’re not 
fooled all the time.’’ 

The Philadelphia Inquirer: ‘‘The 
SCHIP Veto: Children Last.’’ ‘‘There 
was no convincing reason for President 
Bush to deliver on his long-standing 
threat of veto for the SCHIP bill other 
than that he hoped to score political 
points. Bush’s stated reason for oppos-
ing the congressionally approved $35 
billion increase in the program was 
that somehow it was a step towards so-
cialized government-run medical cov-
erage benefiting low-income families. 
That doesn’t square with the facts, 
since most of the kids helped by the 
program are in working-class house-
holds. And it doesn’t jive with the 
widespread support for SCHIP among 
the American public, not to mention 
the impressive number of Republicans 
who backed the veto measure. So it’s 
difficult to see how the President’s 
strategy on SCHIP puts any more chil-
dren first.’’ 
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The Columbus Post-Dispatch: ‘‘Veto 

Lament.’’ ‘‘President Bush’s veto yes-
terday of the expansion of SCHIP not 
only leaves millions of children with-
out health care coverage; it can leave 
many of Bush’s fellow Republicans ex-
posed to political attacks in next 
year’s election. Bush said the expan-
sion passed by Congress would cost too 
much. At $35 billion over 5 years, it 
certainly is expensive, but this invest-
ment in the health of America’s chil-
dren will pay big dividends. Healthy 
children do better in school and in life. 
And those who get well-child care in a 
doctor’s office take some of the burden 
off the Nation’s crowded emergency 
rooms, saving on medical costs overall. 
Congress’ plan, which has the support 
of the public and backers from both 
sides of the aisle, would add 4 million 
children to the rolls.’’ 

The Seattle Post Intelligencer: 
‘‘Children’s Health: Overturn the 
Veto.’’ 

It said: ‘‘In vetoing a much-needed 
expansion of children’s health cov-
erage, President Bush distorted the 
issues, put partisanship over compas-
sion, and defied the goodhearted will of 
the public.’’ 

And finally, in terms of newspaper 
endorsements, Waterloo-Cedar Falls 
Courier of Iowa: ‘‘Bush Should Have 
Compromised on SCHIP Program.’’ 
‘‘President Bush’s veto Wednesday of a 
bill that could have dramatically ex-
panded children’s health insurance 
came as no surprise. He had promised 
to do so even before a compromise was 
hammered out in Congress. Bush’s de-
termination, in the face of bipartisan 
support for the bill and with polls 
showing the bill is favored by nearly 
two-thirds of Americans, is troubling.’’ 

All of these newspapers have said 
pointblank that President Bush is 
wrong on this issue, that President 
Bush should not use this as a political 
partisan dagger, that he should move 
forward and allow the children of 
America across the board to have ac-
cess to health care coverage. 

b 2015 

The other reason this bill becomes so 
very important is because a lot of em-
ployers no longer are providing health 
care coverage for their employees. A 
number of employees can’t afford the 
health care coverage that employers 
provide. So it is particularly important 
for these young children to have access 
to well care, as well. 

Let me tell you what Senator 
CHARLES GRASSLEY, Republican, said, 
‘‘The President’s understanding of our 
bill is wrong. I urge him is to recon-
sider his veto message.’’ Senator ORRIN 
HATCH, another Republican, said, ‘‘We 
are talking about kids who basically 
don’t have coverage. I think the Presi-
dent had some pretty bad advice on 
this.’’ I want to echo that. I think who-
ever is advising President Bush on this 
issue is doing a detriment to the Presi-
dent as well as a detriment to the peo-
ple of America. Senator SUSAN COL-

LINS, a Republican, has said, ‘‘I can’t 
believe the President would veto a pro-
gram that benefits low-income chil-
dren.’’ I couldn’t believe it either, Sen-
ator COLLINS. He should not have ve-
toed it. But he did. So our job, as Mem-
bers of Congress, is to override this 
veto on Thursday of this week. 

Today, 50 million Americans have no 
health insurance. That includes more 
than 8 million children. Eight out of 
the 10 uninsured Americans either 
work or are in working families. Jesse 
Jackson, when he was running for 
President, Rev. Jackson, used to use 
the term the ‘‘working poor.’’ They get 
up every morning. They go to work. 
They work 40, 50 hours a week. They 
come home every evening. The kind of 
money that they are receiving, even 
with the increase in minimum wage, 
still puts them below or within 200, 250 
percent of poverty. So not only do we 
have poor people who are with no in-
come or low income, we have working 
poor who need health care coverage. 

My colleague, BARBARA LEE, spoke to 
earlier the whole issue of disparity in 
health care. The studies say that an 
African American male and a Cauca-
sian male can have the same health 
care coverage but that the delivery of 
that health care to the African Amer-
ican male is less than the delivery to 
the Caucasian male. There are all 
kinds of disparities in what is going on 
in health care in our Nation, and this 
is one of the ways that we can level the 
playing field. We can get rid of some of 
the disparities within our support of 
SCHIP. 

Being uninsured means going with-
out needed care. It means minor ill-
nesses become major ones because care 
is delayed. Tragically, it also means 
that one significant medical expense 
can wipe out a family’s life savings. 
Right now, everybody is talking about 
the problem with the mortgage indus-
try, and one of the reasons there are a 
significant number of foreclosures and 
bankruptcies is because there are fami-
lies who have had to pay for health 
care coverage, and as a result of being 
required to pay for health care cov-
erage, they are losing their houses. 
That should not be happening. There 
are millions of working uninsured 
Americans who go to bed every night 
worrying what will happen to them and 
their families if a major illness or in-
jury strikes. 

In Ohio, my home State, there are 
currently 1,362,000 uninsured. It is an 
increase of 18,000 people since 2003. We 
have also seen this drain on many of 
the local hospitals in my district when 
people are forced to use emergency 
rooms. The problem is getting worse. 
As the price of health care continues to 
rise, fewer individuals and families can 
afford to pay for coverage. Fewer small 
businesses are able to provide coverage 
for their employees, and those that do 
are struggling to hold on to the cov-
erage. 

It is a problem that affects all of us. 
We cannot sit idly by while the people 

of this country continue to go without 
health care coverage. We must con-
tinue to push. And today is Monday. On 
Thursday, this House will vote to over-
ride the veto of SCHIP. Those of you 
who are listening across this country, 
if you have not contacted your Member 
of Congress, if you have not contacted 
your Senator and said to them that 
they need to vote to override this veto, 
I encourage you to fax, call, e-mail, 
stop by the office, whatever you need 
to do so that we can advocate on behalf 
of our people. This will be an oppor-
tunity this week for the people of 
America to stand up and say to this 
President that health care is a priority 
for us. But more importantly, health 
care coverage for our children is our 
highest priority. 

I am pleased to have had the oppor-
tunity to work on the Health Sub-
committee of the Ways and Means 
Committee. I wanted to get on that 
committee because that is an oppor-
tunity for me to be engaged in long- 
term policy development of health care 
in this country. In my congressional 
district, the largest employers are the 
health care industry. We have a large 
number of hospitals. I want to work to 
assure the people of the 11th Congres-
sional District that they are going to 
have access to health care. I want to 
work to assure that people of America, 
black, white, brown, yellow, that we 
are working in order to make sure that 
they have health care coverage. 

It has been a privilege to serve on the 
Health Subcommittee with my good 
colleague, PETE STARK, from California 
and a privilege to serve on the Ways 
and Means Committee under the lead-
ership of CHARLES RANGEL. I have the 
privilege of leading this Special Order, 
this message on behalf of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus and our leader 
CAROLYN CHEEKS KILPATRICK. It is so 
very, very important that we continue, 
the Congressional Black Caucus con-
tinues to lead on these issues. I am 
pleased to have the opportunity to lead 
this message hour in and around 
SCHIP this week. 

Again, everyone needs to pay atten-
tion to this issue and pull out all the 
stops and say to President Bush that 
we are going to override your veto. We 
understand that you have chosen to go 
down the wrong path, that you are 
reaching out to the wrong people and 
supporting the wrong people. And you 
are overlooking the most important 
group of people in our country, and 
that is our children. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
let me thank my dear friend, Ms. TUBBS JONES 
of Ohio, for organizing this special order on 
the very important subject of SCHIP Reauthor-
ization. I have very serious concerns about the 
compromised SCHIP legislation that will come 
before this House later this week. My major 
concern is that the version of the legislation 
that will come before the House in response to 
the President’s veto will be even less expan-
sive than the version the House voted on pre-
viously. 

This is extremely important because reau-
thorization of SCHIP is crucial to closing the 
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racial and ethnic health disparities in this 
country. Narrowing health care coverage of 
our children, as this newly agreed upon 
version does, clearly falls far short of the goal 
that we had hoped for in our efforts to de-
crease health disparities. It is crucial that this 
Congress continue to bring awareness to the 
many health concerns facing minority commu-
nities and to acknowledge that we need to find 
solutions to address these concerns. My col-
leagues in the Congressional Black Caucus 
and I understand the very difficult challenges 
facing us in the form of huge health disparities 
among our community and other minority com-
munities. We will continue to seek solutions to 
those challenges. 

Reauthorization of the SCHIP is crucial to 
realizing those solutions. However, we must 
not compromise away the health of millions of 
children who will under this new SCHIP 
version go without health care coverage. It is 
imperative for us to improve the prospects for 
living long and healthy lives and fostering an 
ethic of wellness in African-American and 
other minority communities. I thank all of my 
CBC colleagues who have been toiling in the 
vineyards for years developing effective public 
policies and securing the resources needed to 
eradicate racial and gender disparities in 
health and wellness. 

We know that the lack of healthcare contrib-
utes greatly to the racial and ethnic health dis-
parities in this country, so we must provide our 
children with the health insurance coverage to 
remain healthy. SCHIP, established in 1997 to 
serve as the healthcare safety net for low-in-
come uninsured children, has decreased the 
number of uninsured low-income children in 
the United States by more than one-third. The 
reduction in the number of uninsured children 
is even more striking for minority children. 

In 2006, SCHIP provided insurance to 6.7 
million children. Of these, 6.2 million were in 
families whose income was less than $33,200 
a year for a family of three. SCHIP works in 
conjunction with the Medicaid safety net that 
serves the lowest income children and ones 
with disabilities. Together, these programs 
provide necessary preventative, primary and 
acute healthcare services to more than 30 mil-
lion children. Eighty-six percent of these chil-
dren are in working families that are unable to 
obtain or afford private health insurance. 
Meanwhile, health care through SCHIP is cost 
effective: it costs a mere $3.34 a day or $100 
a month to cover a child under SCHIP, ac-
cording to the Congressional Budget Office. 
There are significant benefits of the State Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program when look-
ing at specific populations served by this pro-
gram. 

MINORITY CHILDREN 
SCHIP has had a dramatic effect in reduc-

ing the number of uninsured minority children 
and providing them access to care: 

Between 1996 and 2005, the percentage of 
low-income African American and Hispanic 
children without insurance decreased substan-
tially. 

In 1998, roughly 30 percent of Latino chil-
dren, 20 percent of African American children, 
and 18 percent of Asian American and Pacific 
Islander children were uninsured. After enact-
ment, those numbers had dropped by 2004 to 
about 12 percent, and 8 percent, respectively. 

Half of all African American and Hispanic 
children are already covered by SCHIP or 
Medicaid. 

More than 80 percent of uninsured African 
American children and 70 percent of unin-
sured Hispanic children are eligible but not en-
rolled in Medicaid and SCHIP, so reauthor-
izing and increasing support for SCHIP will be 
crucial to insuring this population. 

Prior to enrolling in SCHIP, African Amer-
ican and Hispanic children were much less 
likely than non-Hispanic White children to 
have a usual source of care. After they en-
rolled in SCHIP, these racial and ethnic dis-
parities largely disappeared. In addition, 
SCHIP eliminated racial and ethnic disparities 
in unmet medical needs for African American 
and Hispanic children, putting them on par 
with White children. SCHIP is also important 
to children living in urban areas of the country. 
In urban areas: One in four children has 
healthcare coverage through SCHIP. More 
than half of all children whose family income 
is $32,180 received healthcare coverage 
through SCHIP. 

TEXAS CHILDREN 
The reauthorization of SCHIP is crucial for 

children in Texas. Texas has the highest rate 
of uninsured children in the nation, and Hous-
ton/Harris County the highest in the state. The 
SCHIP would go a long way to provide cov-
erage for the 585,500 children enrolled in 
Texas’s CHIP program; and to reach the 
998,000 children in families with incomes 
under the 200 percent Federal Poverty Level 
(FPL) who remain uninsured. 

Almost 40 percent of young children in 
Houston lack immunizations that help prevent 
deadly childhood illnesses like measles, 
mumps, pneumococcal disease and whooping 
cough. I applaud the efforts of the Houston 
Department of Health and Human Services 
(HHDHS), the Harris County Public Health and 
Environmental Services (HCPHES), the Texas 
Department of State Health Services (DSHS), 
Texas Children’s Hospital, the Rotary Club of 
Houston, and the national organization Every 
Child By Two (ECBT) who have created a 
new partnership and campaign, ‘‘Immunize On 
Time, Every Time’’ to increase vaccination 
rates among Houston’s infants and toddlers. 
To sustain programs such as these, we need 
to provide our children with the health insur-
ance coverage they so desperately need and 
deserve. 

According to the Immunization Bureau, 
Houston Department of Health and Human 
Services, Houston’s childhood immunization 
rates are below average for both Texas and 
the country, leaving our children—and our 
wider community—vulnerable to potentially 
life-threatening illnesses. 

In Texas, the SCHIP bill is the only hope for 
securing health care and increasing the quality 
of all aspects of health care for our children. 
Far too often in Texas, those who lack health 
care coverage frequently delay seeking med-
ical care until they are seriously ill. That fact 
does nothing more than exacerbate the health 
care problem because it leads to the overload 
of emergency rooms which are required by 
law to treat them even if the patient has no 
ability to pay. Since emergency care is far 
more expensive than a scheduled visit to a 
doctor or clinic, hospitals end up with large 
costs that they, in turn, pass on to insured pa-
tients using their overtaxed facilities. As a re-
sult, insurance companies raise their rates 
even higher to cover the increased payouts, 
making their policies too expensive for more 
working families. The result is a health care 

system spiraling out of control and more chil-
dren left unprotected and in poor health. Re-
authorization of SCHIP would reverse this 
trend. 

CHILDREN IN URBAN AREAS 

SCHIP is also important to children living in 
urban areas of the country. In urban areas: 
One in four children has healthcare coverage 
through SCHIP. More than half of all children 
whose family income is $32,180 received 
healthcare coverage through SCHIP. 

CHILDREN IN RURAL COMMUNITIES 

SCHIP is significantly important to children 
living in our country’s rural areas. In rural 
areas: One in three children has health care 
coverage through SCHIP or more than half of 
all children whose family income is under 
$32,180 received healthcare coverage through 
Medicaid or SCHIP. Seventeen percent of chil-
dren continue to be of the 50 counties with the 
highest rates of uninsured children, 44 are 
rural counties, with many located in the most 
remote and isolated parts of the country. Be-
cause the goal is to reduce the number of un-
insured children, reauthorizing and increasing 
support for SCHIP will be crucial to helping 
the uninsured in these counties and reducing 
the 17 percent of uninsured. 

Mr, Speaker, I would much rather have ex-
tended the deadline for reauthorization of 
SCHIP, while we diligently and reasonably 
consider the unsettled issues in this debate so 
that millions of the most vulnerable population, 
including many African American and other 
minority children can receive the health care 
coverage they need to remain healthy and de-
velop into productive citizens of this great 
country. It is not as important to reauthorize 
an inferior bill under pressure of fast-ap-
proaching deadlines, as it is to ensure that we 
provide health care to those children who re-
main vulnerable to health disparities. I urge 
my colleagues to join me in ensuring health 
care coverage for millions of children and re-
ducing health disparities among the most vul-
nerable populations. 

I will continue to fight vigorously to ensure 
that we provide health coverage for millions of 
this nation’s uninsured children. As leaders of 
this great nation, we have no other choice. 
The health of our children should not be com-
promised while we spend billions of dollars in 
other countries in the name of ensuring the 
health and safety of our international neigh-
bors. While it is honorable to love thy neighbor 
as thyself, charity must certainly begin at 
home. 

There is no reason why this country should 
continue down a dreadfully deleterious road of 
denying healthcare to any citizen of this coun-
try who needs it. Many of the health condi-
tions, such as diabetes, obesity, kidney failure, 
cancer, hypertension and HIV/AIDS, the prev-
alence of which plagues minority communities 
most, could be curtailed or even prevented if 
everyone had access to health insurance. I 
will continue to fight hard for the most effective 
policy measures that aim to narrow the racial 
health disparity gap. 

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I 
am very pleased to have been granted 
this message hour, and I am very 
pleased to yield back my time early so 
that the next Special Order can begin. 
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HOUSE RESOLUTION 106, THE 

ARMENIAN GENOCIDE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentlewoman from 
North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) is recog-
nized for 60 minutes as the designee of 
the minority leader. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I appreciate 
very much that recognition, and I ap-
preciate the Republican leader giving 
me this opportunity tonight to partici-
pate in our Special Order. 

I am here tonight to talk about 
something that happened last week in 
the Foreign Relations Committee and 
to talk about something that is pro-
posed to happen here in the House be-
tween now and the middle of November 
when we are supposed to be taking a 
break for Thanksgiving. I am here to 
talk about House Resolution 106, the 
Armenian genocide resolution. I am, as 
I have said before here many times, an 
extremely proud Member of the House 
of Representatives. I am so pleased to 
be able to represent the people of the 
Fifth District of North Carolina. How-
ever, when I came here, I took an oath, 
an oath to defend the Constitution and 
uphold the Constitution. I did not take 
an oath to say that I would ignore the 
good of the United States for the good 
of the Fifth District of North Carolina. 

I thought that everyone who came 
here understood that our Number 1 re-
sponsibility is to work together as a 
group on behalf of the entire United 
States of America. Certainly we should 
do all we can to represent our districts, 
and I believe that every Member does 
that. But there are times when we 
must put aside provincial interest for 
the good of this country. 

I am very disappointed that last 
week the Foreign Relations Committee 
voted out of that committee a resolu-
tion that I think puts the good of the 
United States in second place to the 
good of a small interest group. We 
should never do that as Members of 
Congress. We should assume that the 
oath that we take is like the doctor’s 
oath, above all, do no harm. The reso-
lution that was passed out of that com-
mittee last week does harm to the 
United States of America and does 
harm to people in Turkey and in other 
parts of the world. That is not what we 
should be about. The action that was 
taken last week and the proposed ac-
tion for a vote on the floor by the en-
tire House has been called by many 
others the most irresponsible act of 
this Congress. I agree with that. 

I am particularly concerned that the 
Speaker of the House is the person 
pushing this resolution. She is third in 
line to be President of the United 
States. And exhibiting behavior that 
shows such provincial interest does not 
give me great comfort in thinking that 
if something were to happen and the 
Speaker were to assume the Presi-
dency, that she would have the pres-
ence of mind to do what needs to be 
done for the good of this country. It is 
simply not being exhibited by her be-

haviors, by pressing this resolution and 
by other things that she has done. I am 
quite concerned about it. 

Many people have written this 
Speaker, many editorials have been 
written saying, don’t do this. This will 
do harm to the United States. This will 
do harm to Armenians. This is not the 
right thing to do. 

I want to talk a little bit about the 
history of Turkey, our relationship 
with Turkey, and give a little bit of 
background to people who may not be 
so familiar with Turkey as a country 
and with what has happened there and 
talk about why, again, this resolution 
is so wrong not just at this time, but at 
any time in the history of this country. 
The Republic of Turkey was formally 
established on October 29, 1923, with 
the leadership of Mustafa Kemal 
Ataturk. He was the visionary leader of 
modern Turkey and became its first 
president. You see, Turkey wasn’t even 
a country in 1915 at the time that the 
events that are being discussed in 
House Resolution 106 are talked about. 
The fall of the Ottoman Empire was oc-
curring during that period of time. And 
so bringing these charges against Tur-
key is wrong because Turkey didn’t 
exist as a country. 

Turkey is the only secular pluralistic 
westward-looking democracy with a 
predominantly Muslim population. I 
have been to Turkey. I have been to 
Turkey several times. I have gotten to 
know the Turkish people and know 
them for the wonderfully warm, kind, 
intelligent and entrepreneurial people 
that they are. We are so fortunate to 
have them as our ally. Turkey has a 
significant and constructive physical 
and influential reach in the Balkans, 
the Middle East, the Caucasus and Cen-
tral Asia. The United States and Tur-
key share common values of democ-
racy, diversity, tolerance, social mobil-
ity, the separation of religious and 
civic life. 

Anatolia, the home of the Republic of 
Turkey, has been the cradle of civiliza-
tions for millennia. The city-states of 
the Lycian Federation located in 
Patara, Turkey, inspired the Founding 
Fathers of the United States as they 
wrote the Constitution of the United 
States. Indeed, there is a figure of 
Suleyman here in the House Chamber. 
We recognize Suleyman as one of the 
great lawgivers of the world. 

b 2030 
Again, the United States and Turkey 

have been close friends and allies for 
more than half a century. Turkish 
Americans are leaders in many walks 
of life, ranging from the arts, science, 
academia and business, and have a 
proud heritage. Turkish Americans are 
good-will ambassadors of the friendship 
between the United States and Turkey. 
In celebrating their rich cultural herit-
age, Turkish Americans enrich society 
in the United States and the United 
States’ understanding of that part of 
the world. 

Mr. Speaker, Turkey is becoming a 
reliable energy hub for the Western 

world, in a highly volatile region, com-
pleting the East-West Energy Corridor. 
For decades, Turkey has stood as the 
bulwark of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization, NATO, on the south-
eastern flank of the alliance, and 
guarded a long common border with 
the Soviet Union. 

Turkey has become an important 
partner of the United States in facing 
new, major challenges, such as inter-
national terrorism, ethnic and reli-
gious extremism and fundamentalism, 
energy and security and diversity, pro-
liferation of weapons of mass destruc-
tion and international organized crime, 
including drug and human trafficking. 
This has been especially true since the 
Cold War ended. 

In July, 2006, the United States and 
Turkey signed a ‘‘shared vision docu-
ment’’ outlining a strategic vision for 
bilateral cooperation and coordination 
on a wide range of international mat-
ters of common concern. In 2006, and so 
far in 2007, Turkey has been the 30th 
largest market for United States ex-
ports and the 44th largest source of im-
ports. 

Mr. Speaker, Turkey continues to 
play an important role in Afghanistan, 
having twice commanded the Inter-
national Security Assistance Force, 
and maintains a provincial reconstruc-
tion team in Afghanistan which builds 
hospitals, schools and roads. It plays a 
crucial role in helping supply services 
and equipment to United States forces 
in Iraq. 

Turkey, again, has had an extraor-
dinarily proud history and has been a 
very close collaborator with the United 
States in doing good things all over the 
world, but especially in its part of the 
world. We as Americans need to recog-
nize the important role that Turkey 
has played, again, from the early mil-
lennium, and the importance that it 
plays in keeping peace in that part of 
the world. 

I had the opportunity to go to Tur-
key in May of this year, along with five 
other Members of Congress. There were 
three Democrats and three Repub-
licans. We visited the Armenian Patri-
arch and we visited the Jewish commu-
nity while we were there. We visited all 
the major players in the Turkish gov-
ernment while we were there. 

Turkey this year has gone through 
some challenges to its constitution. It 
has worked out those challenges. It has 
held elections. It has gone through 
some crises and handled them ex-
tremely well. We are very proud of the 
way that all of those things have been 
handled. 

When we talked with people in Tur-
key, we heard over and over and over 
again how devastating this resolution 
would be to our relationship with the 
Turkish people. We heard from the Ar-
menians in Turkey that this was a mis-
take. They told us over and over again 
that this is something people in the 
United States are pushing, that Arme-
nians in the United States are pushing. 
They said ‘‘We do not want this done. 
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We are working out our differences 
here in Turkey, and working them out 
very well. Please do not pass this reso-
lution.’’ 

My three Democratic colleagues who 
went on that trip are all opposed to 
this resolution. The Republicans are 
opposed to it. This is a mistake. The 
Speaker should not be pandering to 
people in her own district and risking 
the friendship that we have with Tur-
key, and indeed risking our military 
endeavors in the Middle East. But that 
is what she’s doing. 

Again, I want to say that many peo-
ple have called this the most irrespon-
sible act of this Congress. I think that 
that is appropriate. 

Mr. Speaker, let me share with you 
some other people who have expressed 
their interest and concern and opposi-
tion to this resolution. Eight former 
Secretaries of State, Democrats and 
Republicans, sent a letter to Speaker 
PELOSI. I want to quote from that let-
ter, dated September 25, 2007: 

‘‘We are writing to express concern 
that H. Res. 106 could soon be put to a 
vote. Passage of the resolution would 
harm our foreign policy objectives to 
promote reconciliation between Tur-
key and Armenia. It would also strain 
our relations with Turkey and would 
endanger our national security inter-
ests in the region, including the safety 
of our troops in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

‘‘We do not minimize or deny the 
enormous significance of the horrible 
tragedy suffered by ethnic Armenians 
from 1915 to 1923. During our tenures as 
Secretaries of State, we each supported 
Presidential Statements recognizing 
the mass killings and forced exile of 
Armenians. It has been longstanding 
U.S. policy to encourage reconciliation 
between Turkey and Armenia and to 
urge the government of Turkey to ac-
knowledge the tragedy. We understand 
the administration continues to urge 
the Turkish government to re-examine 
its history and to encourage both Tur-
key and Armenia to work towards rec-
onciliation, including normalizing rela-
tions and opening the border. 

‘‘There are some hopeful signs al-
ready that both parties are engaging 
each other. We believe that a public 
statement by the U.S. Congress at this 
juncture is likely to undermine what 
has been painstakingly achieved to 
date.’’ 

They go on to say: ‘‘We must also 
recognize the important contributions 
Turkey is making to U.S. national se-
curity, including security and stability 
in the Middle East and Europe. The 
United States continues to rely on Tur-
key for its geostrategic importance. 
Turkey is an indispensable partner to 
our efforts in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
helping U.S. troops to combat ter-
rorism and build security. By providing 
the U.S. military with access to Turk-
ish airspace, military bases and the 
border crossing with Iraq, Turkey is a 
linchpin in the trans-shipment of vital 
cargo and fuel resources to U.S. troops, 
coalition partners and Iraqi civilians. 

‘‘Turkish troops serve shoulder to 
shoulder with distinction with U.S. and 
other NATO allies in the Balkans. Tur-
key is also a transit hub for non-OPEC 
oil and gas, and remains key to our ef-
forts to help the Euro-Atlantic commu-
nity bolster its energy security by pro-
viding alternative supply sources and 
routes around Russia and Iran. 

‘‘It is our view that passage of this 
resolution could quickly extend beyond 
symbolic significance. The popularly- 
elected Turkish Grand National Assem-
bly might react strongly to a House 
resolution, as it did to a French Na-
tional Assembly resolution a year ago. 
The result could endanger our national 
security interests in the region, includ-
ing our troops in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
and damage efforts to promote rec-
onciliation between Armenia and Tur-
key. We strongly urge you to prevent 
the resolution from reaching the House 
floor.’’ 

It is signed by eight former Secre-
taries of State, and I will submit this 
for the record with their signatures. 

There is another letter sent to the 
Speaker of the House by three former 
Secretaries of Defense dated September 
7, 2007. 

‘‘We write today to convey our deep 
concern regarding the damage that 
passage of H. Res. 106 could do to rela-
tions between the United States and 
Turkey, a long-time NATO ally and a 
country which plays a critical role in 
supporting the U.S. national security 
interests in the Balkans, greater Mid-
dle East, the Black Sea region and Af-
ghanistan. 

‘‘The depth and breadth of our de-
fense and security relationship with 
Turkey are considerable, and, as 
former Secretaries of Defense, we value 
Turkey’s friendship and partnership. 
Turkey makes numerous and substan-
tial contributions to U.S. goals and in-
terests abroad, including its close rela-
tionship with Israel, its deployment of 
military forces to the Balkans and its 
contribution to the NATO effort to de-
feat terrorism and support democracy 
in Afghanistan. 

‘‘Just as public opinion plays a cru-
cial role in our own country, the reac-
tion of the Turkish public to the pas-
sage of H. Res. 106 would be consider-
able. Passage of H. Res. 106 would have 
a direct detrimental effect on the oper-
ational capability, safety and well- 
being of our armed forces in Iraq and in 
Afghanistan, because the Turkish par-
liament would likely respond to the 
Turkish public’s call for action by re-
stricting or cutting off U.S. access to 
the Turkish air base at Incirlik and 
closing the crossing into Iraq at the 
Habur Gate. The Turkish parliament 
would also likely retract blanket flight 
clearances for U.S. military over-
flights, which are vital to transporting 
supplies and fuel to our troops. 

‘‘We also believe the increasingly 
open debate about this issue in Turkey 
would surely be restricted by negative 
public reaction to U.S. congressional 
action. We are also concerned that any 

potential steps toward better relations 
between Turkey and Armenia will be 
set back by any action in the U.S. Con-
gress. 

‘‘In stating our opposition to H. Res. 
106, we do not suggest that anything 
other than the most terrible of trage-
dies took place as the Ottoman Empire 
disintegrated in the early part of the 
last century. As President Bush and 
other presidents before him have done, 
we recognize the need to acknowledge 
and learn from the tragedy. 

‘‘We respect that this issue is of 
great concern to you, and hope that 
you can consider other appropriate 
ways to highlight, commemorate and 
honor the memory of the victims, with-
out doing damage to our contemporary 
relations with modern Turkey.’’ 

Again, I will submit this letter for 
the RECORD. 

Editorials have come out in most of 
the major newspapers, newspapers that 
are not generally opposed to the 
Speaker. The Washington Post edi-
torial was titled ‘‘Worse Than Irrele-
vant.’’ 

‘‘A congressional resolution about 
massacres in Turkey 90 years ago en-
dangers present day U.S. security. It is 
easy to dismiss a nonbinding congres-
sional resolution accusing Turkey of 
‘‘genocide’’ against Armenians during 
World War I as frivolous,’’ and ‘‘geno-
cide’’ is in quotations. ‘‘Though the 
subject is a serious one, more than 1 
million Armenians died, House Demo-
crats pushing for a declaration on the 
subject have petty and parochial inter-
ests. 

‘‘The problem is that any congres-
sional action will be taken in deadly 
earnest by Turkey’s powerful nation-
alist politicians, and therefore its gov-
ernment, which is already struggling 
to resist a tidal wave of anti-Ameri-
canism in the country.’’ 

I am going to submit this entire edi-
torial also, because it refers again to 
some of the letters that I have already 
read. But the Washington Post has said 
this is worse than irrelevant, because 
it will do harm. Again, what we should 
practice here is the same thing that 
doctors practice: Above all else, do no 
harm. 

There is an excerpt from an editorial 
in the Wall Street Journal, October 2, 
2007. ‘‘History is messy enough without 
politicians getting into the act. As a 
general rule, legislatures in far-off 
countries ought to think carefully be-
fore passing judgment on another peo-
ple’s history. When their sights turn in 
that direction, it is a fair bet that 
points are to be scored with powerful 
domestic lobbies. Playing with history 
often complicates the implementation 
of foreign policy goals as well. Politi-
cians are paid to think about the fu-
ture, not the past. Many would say, 
why are we doing this? Why should the 
Congress not be dealing with the fu-
ture, instead of the past?’’ 

I question that too, and I am going to 
come back to that in a minute in terms 
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of what may be one of the real under-
lying reasons for all of these things 
coming out. 

b 2045 
Some have said that Congress rarely 

holds the key to America’s foreign re-
lations with a critical ally. But now 
with Turkey, the only Muslim country 
in the world allied with the United 
States and NATO, the future of Turk-
ish-American relations are very much 
in the hands of the Congress. 

This is from a survey conducted by 
Terror Free Tomorrow, an organization 
that did a survey in Turkey earlier this 
year. It was the first nationwide public 
survey of Turkey on the issue and what 
the survey found was that it would ac-
tually set back the cause it purports to 
achieve, namely Turkey’s recognition 
of its own past and reconciliation with 
Armenia today. 

I have a chart on this showing 78 per-
cent of the Turkish people who were 
surveyed opposed this resolution, any 
congressional resolution dealing with 
the Armenian situation. Almost three- 
quarters of them felt that passage of an 
Armenian regulation resolution would 
worsen their opinion of the United 
States. Only 7 percent favored no ac-
tion by the government or favored such 
a resolution. And three-quarters of 
Turks, though, would accept scholar-
ship by independent historians on what 
occurred between Turks and Arme-
nians during 1915. 

Also, Turks do not consider the U.S. 
Congress a neutral judge of this issue. 
Instead, they see the resolution as 
driven by anti-Muslim feelings and 
American domestic politics. And 73 
percent of Turks think a resolution 
will have the opposite effect and actu-
ally worsen relations between Turkey 
and Armenia. Again, this was a poll 
done in January and February of this 
year by Terror Free Tomorrow and the 
ARI Foundation. These are groups that 
wanted to study this issue to gather in-
formation to help people be informed of 
what the effect would be. The survey 
was done all over the country of Tur-
key, and the views that were held were 
held firmly regardless of age, income, 
education, or even their present view of 
the United States. 

And 84 percent of those who now have 
a very favorable opinion of the United 
States responded that their opinion 
would deteriorate if the resolution 
were to pass. And of course the resolu-
tion has passed in the committee and 
the Speaker has said that she will 
bring it to the floor for a vote which 
most people in Turkey believe would be 
a terrible, terrible mistake. 

Turkey again is a stable, moderate 
Muslim democracy. It is our most stra-
tegic and valuable Muslim ally. This 
resolution would help the cause of 
those extremists in Turkey who wish 
to reduce the nation’s ties with the 
United States. It would discredit those 
within Turkey who continue to call for 
greater openness and plurality. 

The Turkish people who answered the 
survey felt that it would alienate the 

Armenians and the Turks who through 
fits and starts have been slowly moving 
toward reconciliation of this important 
and divisive historical question. It 
could scuttle dialogue to establish a 
joint commission to examine the 
events of 1915. 

Turkey is a country of considerable 
nationalism. The passage of this reso-
lution would likely produce a national-
istic backlash against the United 
States. The whole issue of probing and 
making amends for the wrongs of his-
tory would be completely lost in this 
onslaught of Turkish nationalism. It 
would probably dramatically and per-
haps permanently damage U.S. rela-
tions with Turkey. 

As the Turkish community of Turkey 
recently said in a statement: ‘‘What 
happened to the Armenians of the 
Ottoman Empire during World War I— 
death, destruction, displacement—was 
a terrible tragedy, but eminent histo-
rians do not agree whether the term 
‘genocide’ is the appropriate descrip-
tion of that tragedy.’’ I certainly agree 
with that. 

In another article by the Washington 
Post it said: ‘‘It is true that Turkey’s 
military and political class has been 
slow to come to terms with the history 
and virulent nationalism, but Turkish 
writers and intellectuals are pushing 
for a change in attitude and formal and 
informal talks between Turks and Ar-
menians are making slow progress. A 
resolution by Congress would probably 
torpedo rather than help such efforts. 
Given that reality and the high risk to 
vital U.S. security interests, the Arme-
nian resolution cannot be called frivo-
lous. In fact, its passage would be dan-
gerous and grossly irresponsible.’’ 

Now I want to go to a piece that has 
been written that I certainly hope is 
not true. Jed Babbin, Deputy Under 
Secretary of Defense in President 
George H.W. Bush’s administration, 
has written in Human Events maga-
zine: ‘‘According to Defense Secretary 
Robert Gates, Incirlik Air Base near 
Adana, Turkey, is the transshipment 
point for about 70 percent of all air 
cargo, including 33 percent of the fuel 
going to supply U.S. forces in Iraq. In-
cluded are about 95 percent of the new 
MRAP, mine-resistant ambush pro-
tected vehicles, designed to save the 
lives of American troops. 

‘‘Turkey’s Erdogan government has 
indicated that if the House of Rep-
resentatives takes action on a non-
binding resolution being pushed by 
Speaker PELOSI, Turkey might revoke 
our ability to use Incirlik as a 
waypoint for Iraq supplies.’’ 

And Mr. BOEHNER has said if the 
Turks cut off our ability to use 
Incirlik, there is no question this could 
jeopardize our troops on the ground in 
Iraq. And, frankly, if this is just the 
latest in the Democrat string of back- 
door attempts to force a retreat 
against the war against al Qaeda, it is 
certainly the most dangerous.’’ 

Mr. Babbin comes to a chilling con-
clusion in his analysis of the resolution 

and its impact on our Nation’s rela-
tions with the nation of Turkey. This 
is what gives me great pause. He 
writes: ‘‘Speaker PELOSI is apparently 
so intent on forcing an end to Amer-
ican involvement in Iraq that she is 
willing to interfere in our tenuous 
friendship with Turkey. When she does, 
it will be an historic event. The House 
of Representatives will be responsible 
for alienating a key ally in time of war 
and possibly interdicting supplies to 
U.S. troops.’’ If his prediction proves 
true, it will be a low point for the his-
tory of this noble body. 

I hope that what Mr. Babbin is saying 
is not true. I hope that this is not an 
attempt by the Speaker to sabotage 
our efforts in Iraq and in Afghanistan 
because it puts our troops in harm’s 
way and we have been hearing over and 
over again that this is not what she 
wants or that others in the majority 
want. But it would have the effect of 
doing that. We as Members of Congress 
should never take a position that 
would in any way put our troops in 
harm’s way. 

I am urging the Speaker to rethink 
her statements that she will put this 
resolution, H. Res. 106, on the floor for 
a vote. It is a nonbinding resolution. It 
will go nowhere else. People outside 
here don’t understand how these reso-
lutions work, but it would not go to 
the Senate to be passed. It would not 
go to the President to be vetoed as I 
feel certain the President would veto if 
it went there. It is a resolution only 
from the House of Representatives. 
This is a body that is capable of doing 
so much good, but we also have the ca-
pability of doing harm. We should prac-
tice again what physicians take an 
oath to do: Above all, do no harm. 

I urge the Speaker: rethink your 
commitment to put H. Res. 106 on the 
floor for a vote. Realize the significant 
responsibility that has been given to 
you not just as a Member of the House 
of Representatives but as the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives, an ex-
traordinarily great honor, the first 
woman in this country to be named 
Speaker of the House. 

What message are we sending to our 
troops if we pass such a resolution or 
even consider such a resolution that 
puts our troops in harm’s way, dam-
ages our relationship with a country 
that has been such a wonderful ally to 
us and does damage to our relationship 
for a long, long time to a government 
that has been working very hard to do 
the right things, to promote democracy 
in the Middle East, to shore up other 
countries that are working to promote 
democracy. What messages are those 
going to send to other people. 

I urge the Speaker to rethink her 
commitment to put this resolution on 
the floor. I urge the Speaker to get 
above petty and parochial interests, to 
think about the tremendous responsi-
bility she bears as the Speaker of the 
House. 

We are not often involved in foreign 
relations on the scale that we are being 
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asked to be involved in the House at 
this time. It is an awesome responsi-
bility. We all should remember that we 
have taken an oath to defend the Con-
stitution and to defend this country. 
Bringing such a resolution to the floor 
will do damage to our country, to our 
relationship with a valued ally, and I 
believe ultimately will do harm to our 
efforts to bring peace and stability to 
the Middle East. 

I urge the Speaker to rise above 
again petty parochialism, come to the 
realization that this is an extremely 
serious matter that needs to be dealt 
with in a very different way than it has 
been dealt with thus far, and reject 
petty parochialism in favor of looking 
to the larger issue, looking to the fu-
ture, not to the past, and helping the 
Armenians and the Turks come to 
grips with this difference of opinion 
that they have, resolve it within their 
own country, keep the United States 
looking for those things that are im-
portant to the United States, not get-
ting involved with the internal affairs 
of other countries and promoting peace 
and stability in the Middle East. 

b 2100 

Let us let the 110th Congress not be 
thought of as passing the most irre-
sponsible resolution that could be 
passed in this session of Congress. Let 
us focus on positive things, things that 
will move this country forward and not 
things that will do harm to this coun-
try, to other countries and, most of all, 
not to our troops serving overseas, pro-
tecting us so we can be here to practice 
the free speech that they make possible 
for us. 

I will insert the material I previously 
referred to in the RECORD at this point. 

TCA ISSUE PAPER 25 
October 1, 2007, Former Secretaries of State 

and Defense Object to H. Res. 106 
The following letters have been sent to the 

Honorable Nancy Pelosi, Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, by former U.S. 
Secretaries of State and former U.S. Secre-
taries of Defense voicing their objection to 
House Resolution 106, which asks for U.S. 
recognition of Armenian allegations of geno-
cide. 

LETTER BY SECRETARIES OF STATE TO 
SPEAKER PELOSI 

SEPTEMBER 25, 2007. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, Washington, 

DC. 
DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: We are writing to 

express concern that H. Res. 106 could soon 
be put to a vote. Passage of the resolution 
would harm our foreign policy objectives to 
promote reconciliation between Turkey and 
Armenia. It would also strain our relations 
with Turkey, and would endanger our na-
tional security interests in the region, in-
cluding the safety of our troops in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 

We do not minimize or deny the enormous 
significance of the horrible tragedy suffered 
by ethnic Armenians from 1915 to 1923. Dur-
ing our tenures as Secretaries of State, we 
each supported Presidential statements rec-
ognizing the mass killings and forced exile of 
Armenians. It has been longstanding U.S. 
policy to encourage reconciliation between 
Turkey and Armenia and to urge the govern-

ment of Turkey to acknowledge the tragedy. 
We understand the Administration continues 
to urge the Turkish government to reexam-
ine its history and to encourage both Turkey 
and Armenia to work towards reconciliation, 
including normalizing relations and opening 
the border. There are some hopeful signs al-
ready that both parties are engaging each 
other. We believe that a public statement by 
the U.S. Congress at this juncture is likely 
to undermine what has been painstakingly 
achieved to date. 

We must also recognize the important con-
tributions Turkey is making to U.S. national 
security, including security and stability in 
the Middle East and Europe. The United 
States continues to rely on Turkey for its 
geo-strategic importance. Turkey is an in-
dispensable partner to our efforts in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, helping U.S. troops to combat 
terrorism and build security. By providing 
the U.S. military with access to Turkish air-
space, military bases, and the border cross-
ing with Iraq, Turkey is a linchpin in the 
transshipment of vital cargo and fuel re-
sources to U.S. troops, coalition partners, 
and Iraqi civilians. Turkish troops serve 
shoulder-to-shoulder with distinction with 
U.S. and other NATO allies in the Balkans. 
Turkey is also a transit hub for non-OPEC 
oil and gas and remains key to our efforts to 
help the Euro-Atlantic community bolster 
its energy security by providing alternative 
supply sources and routes around Russia and 
Iran. 

It is our view that passage of this resolu-
tion could quickly extend beyond symbolic 
significance. The popularly elected Turkish 
Grand National Assembly might react 
strongly to a House resolution, as it did to a 
French National Assembly resolution a year 
ago. The result could endanger our national 
security interests in the region, including 
our troops in Iraq and Afghanistan, and dam-
age efforts to promote reconciliation be-
tween Armenia and Turkey. We strongly 
urge you to prevent the resolution from 
reaching the House floor. 

Sincerely, 
Alexander M. Haig, Jr., George P. Shultz, 

Lawrence S. Eagleburger, Madeleine K. 
Albright, Henry A. Kissinger, James A. 
Baker III, Warren Christopher, Colin L. 
Powell. 

[From the Washington Post, Oct. 10, 2007] 
WORSE THAN IRRELEVANT: A CONGRESSIONAL 

RESOLUTION ABOUT MASSACRES IN TURKEY 
90 YEARS AGO ENDANGERS PRESENT-DAY 
U.S. SECURITY. 
It’s easy to dismiss a nonbinding congres-

sional resolution accusing Turkey of ‘‘geno-
cide’’ against Armenians during World War I 
as frivolous. Though the subject is a serious 
one—more than 1 million Armenians may 
have died at the hands of the Young Turk re-
gime between 1915 and the early 1920s—House 
Democrats pushing for a declaration on the 
subject have petty and parochial interests. 
Rep. Adam B. Schiff (D-Calif.), the chief 
sponsor, says he has more than 70,000 ethnic 
Armenians in his Los Angeles district. 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.), who has 
promised to bring the measure to a vote on 
the House floor, has important Armenian 
American campaign contributors. How many 
House members can be expected to carefully 
weigh Mr. Schiff’s one-sided ‘‘findings’’ 
about long-ago events in Anatolia? 

The problem is that any congressional ac-
tion will be taken in deadly earnest by Tur-
key’s powerful nationalist politicians and 
therefore by its government, which is al-
ready struggling to resist a tidal wave of 
anti-Americanism in the country. Turkey’s 
prime minister, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, 
called President Bush on Friday to warn 

against the resolution. Turkish politicians 
are predicting that responses to passage by 
the House could include denial of U.S. access 
to Turkey’s Incirlik air base, a key staging 
point for military operations in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. The Turkish parliament could 
also throw off longstanding U.S. constraints 
and mandate an invasion of northern Iraq to 
attack Kurdish separatists there, something 
that could destabilize the only region of Iraq 
that is currently peaceful. 

No wonder eight former secretaries of 
state, including Henry A. Kissinger, James 
A. Baker III, George P. Shultz and Madeleine 
K. Albright, have urged Ms. Pelosi to drop 
the resolution, saying it ‘‘could endanger our 
national security interests in the region, in-
cluding our troops in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
and damage efforts to promote reconcili-
ation between Armenia and Turkey.’’ Yet 
the measure is proceeding: It is due to be 
voted on today by the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee. 

Supporters say congressional action is jus-
tified by the refusal of the Turkish govern-
ment to accept the truth of the crimes 
against Armenians, and its criminalization 
of statements describing those events as 
genocide. It’s true that Turkey’s military 
and political class has been inexcusably slow 
to come to terms with that history, and viru-
lent nationalism—not Islamism—may be the 
country’s most dangerous political force. 
But Turkish writers and intellectuals are 
pushing for a change in attitude, and formal 
and informal talks between Turks and Arme-
nians are making slow progress. A resolution 
by Congress would probably torpedo rather 
than help such efforts. Given that reality, 
and the high risk to vital U.S. security inter-
ests, the Armenian genocide resolution can-
not be called frivolous. In fact, its passage 
would be dangerous and grossly irrespon-
sible. 

LETTER BY SECRETARIES OF DEFENSE TO 
SPEAKER PELOSI 

SEPTEMBER 7, 2007. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: We write today to 
convey our deep concern regarding the dam-
age that passage of H. Res. 106 could do to re-
lations between the United States and Tur-
key, a long-time NATO ally and a country 
which plays a critical role in supporting U.S. 
national security interests in the Balkans, 
greater Middle East, the Black Sea region 
and Afghanistan. The depth and breadth of 
our defense and security relationship with 
Turkey are considerable, and, as former Sec-
retaries of Defense, we value Turkey’s 
friendship and partnership. 

Turkey makes numerous and substantial 
contributions to U.S. goals and interests 
abroad, including its close relationship with 
Israel, its deployment of military forces to 
the Balkans and its contribution to the 
NATO effort to defeat terrorism and support 
democracy in Afghanistan. 

Just as public opinion plays a crucial role 
in our own country, the reaction of the 
Turkish public to the passage of H. Res. 106 
would be considerable. Passage of H. Res. 106 
would have a direct, detrimental effect on 
the operational capabilities, safety and well 
being of our armed forces in Iraq and in Af-
ghanistan because the Turkish parliament 
would likely respond to the Turkish public’s 
call for action by restricting or cutting off 
U.S. access to the Turkish air base at 
Incirlik and closing the crossing into Iraq at 
the Habur Gate. The Turkish parliament 
would also likely retract blanket flight 
clearances for U.S. military overflights, 
which are vital to transporting supplies and 
fuel to our troops. We also believe the in-
creasingly open debate about this issue In 
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Turkey would surely be restricted by a nega-
tive public reaction to U.S. Congressional 
action. We are also concerned that any po-
tential steps toward better relations between 
Turkey and Armenia will be set back by any 
action in the U.S. Congress. 

In stating our opposition to H. Res. 106, we 
do not suggest that anything other than the 
most terrible of tragedies took place as the 
Ottoman Empire disintegrated in the early 
part of the last century. As President Bush 
and other Presidents before him have done, 
we recognize the need to acknowledge and 
learn from the tragedy. We respect that this 
issue is of great concern to you, and hope 
that you can consider other appropriate 
ways to highlight, commemorate and honor 
the memory of the victims without doing 
damage to our contemporary relations with 
modern Turkey. 

Sincerely, 
FRANK CARLUCCI. 
WILLIAM COHEN. 
WILLIAM PERRY. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
By unanimous consent, leave of ab-

sence was granted to: 
Ms. CARSON (at the request of Mr. 

HOYER) for today and through October 
31 on account of convalescence. 

Mr. CUMMINGS (at the request of Mr. 
HOYER) for today. 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas 
(at the request of Mr. HOYER) for today 
and the balance of the week on account 
of a death in the family. 

Mr. LYNCH (at the request of Mr. 
HOYER) for today. 

Ms. WOOLSEY (at the request of Mr. 
HOYER) for today. 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio (at the request of 
Mr. HOYER) for today on account of 
medical reasons. 

Mr. WELLER of Illinois (at the request 
of Mr. BOEHNER) for today and October 
16 on account of personal reasons. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 
By unanimous consent, permission to 

address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. WATERS) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:) 

Ms. WATERS, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. LEE, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. MICHAUD, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. HARE, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. KAGEN, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. SOLIS, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today. 
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. POE) to revise and extend 
their remarks and include extraneous 
material:) 

Mr. POE, for 5 minutes, October 22. 
Mr. BURTON of Indiana, for 5 minutes, 

today and October 16, 17, and 18. 
Mr. BURGESS, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. JONES of North Carolina, for 5 

minutes, October 22. 
f 

ADJOURNMENT 
Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I move that 

the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 1 minutes p.m.), 
under its previous order, the House ad-
journed until tomorrow, Tuesday, Oc-
tober 16, 2007, at 9 a.m., for morning- 
hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

3701. A letter from the Chairman, National 
Transportation Safety Board, transmitting a 
report of a violation of the Antideficiency 
Act by the National Transportation Safety 
Board, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1351; to the 
Committee on Appropriations. 

3702. A letter from the Secretary of the 
Army, Department of Defense, transmitting 
a review of the Armed Reconnaissance Heli-
copter’s (ARH) Program, pursuant to 10 
U.S.C. 2433; to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

3703. A letter from the Director, Defense 
Research and Engineering, Department of 
Defense, transmitting the Department’s re-
port on the Joint IED Defeat Organization 
(JIEDDO) and the Office of the Director of 
Defense Research and Engineering (DDR&E) 
survey of international techology and re-
search; to the Committee on Armed Services. 

3704. A letter from the Secretary, Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission, transmitting 
the Commission’s final rule — Exemptions 
for Banks Under Section 3(a)(5) of the Secu-
rities Exchange Act of 1934 and Related 
Rules [Release No. 34-56502; File No. S7-23-06] 
(RIN: 3235-AJ77) received September 27, 2007, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services. 

3705. A letter from the Secretary, Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission, transmitting 
the Commission’s final rule — DEFINITIONS 
OF TERMS AND EXEMPTIONS RELATING 
TO THE ‘‘BROKER’’ EXCEPTIONS FOR 
BANKS [Release No. 34-56501; File No. S7-22- 
06] (RIN: 3235-AJ74) received September 27, 
2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Financial Services. 

3706. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting the Department’s Report to Con-
gress on the Child Care and Development 
Fund (CCDF) for FY 2004 and FY 2005, pursu-
ant to Public Law 104-193, section 658L; to 
the Committee on Education and Labor. 

3707. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Federal Motor 
Vehicle Safety Standards; Occupant Crash 
Protection [Docket No. NHTSA-2007-28707] 
(RIN: 2127-AJ59) received September 18, 2007, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

3708. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Associate Administrator, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Mercury Switches in Motor 
Vehicles; Significant New Use Rule [EPA- 
HQ-OPPT-2005-0036; FRL-8110-5] (RIN: 2070- 
AJ19) received October 2, 2007, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

3709. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Associate Administrator, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Penn-
sylvania; Carbon Monoxide Maintenance 
Plan Update; Limited Maintenance Plan in 
Philadelphia County [EPA-R03-OAR-2007- 
0511; FRL-8476-9] received October 2, 2007, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

3710. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Associate Administrator, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Implementation Plans; Florida; Clean Air 
Interstate Rule [EPA-R04-OAR-2007-0360- 
200737; FRL-8478-1] received October 2, 2007, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

3711. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Associate Administrator, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Implementation Plans; Georgia; Clean Air 
Interstate Rule [EPA-R04-OAR-2007-0251- 
200738; FRL-8478-6] received October 2, 2007, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

3712. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Associate Administrator, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Penn-
sylvania; Redesignation of the Erie 8-Hour 
Ozone Nonattainment Area to Attainment 
and Approval of the Area’s Maintenance 
Plan and 2002 Base Year Inventory [EPA-R03- 
OAR-2007-0476; FRL-8478-9] received October 
2, 2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

3713. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Associate Administrator, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval of Implementa-
tion Plans of South Carolina: Clean Air 
Interstate Rule [EPA-R04-OAR-2007-0424- 
200746(a); [FRL-8478-3]] received October 2, 
2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

3714. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Associate Administrator, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Consumer and Commercial 
Products: Control Techniques Guidelines in 
Lieu of Regulations for Paper, Film, and Foil 
Coatings; Metal Furniture Coatings; and 
Large Appliance Coatings [EPA-HQ-OAR- 
2007-0454; FRL-8478-7] (RIN: 2060-A014) re-
ceived October 2, 2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

3715. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Associate Administrator, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — National Primary Drinking 
Water Regulations for Lead and Copper: 
Short-Term Regulatory Revisions and Clari-
fications [EPA-HQ-OW-2005-0034; FRL-8476-5] 
(RIN: 2040-AE83) received October 2, 2007, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

3716. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting a Memorandum of Justification 
under Section 451 of the Foreign Assistance 
Act for the Use of Funds for Counterdrug and 
Law Enforcement Programs in Central 
America, pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 2261; to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

3717. A letter from the Deputy Director, 
Defense Security Cooperation Agency, trans-
mitting pursuant to the reporting require-
ments of Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export 
Control Act, as amended, Transmittal No. 08- 
09, concerning the Department of the Army’s 
proposed Letter(s)of Offer and Acceptance to 
Australia for defense articles and services; to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

3718. A letter from the Deputy Director, 
Defense Security Cooperation Agency, trans-
mitting a report pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) 
of the Arms Export Control Act; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

3719. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting pursuant to section 36(c) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, certification of a 
proposed license for the export of defense ar-
ticles and services to the Governments of 
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Russia, Ukraine, and Norway (Transmittal 
No. DDTC 096-07); to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs. 

3720. A letter from the White House Liai-
son, Department of Justice, transmitting a 
report pursuant to the Federal Vacancies Re-
form Act of 1998; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform. 

3721. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Administration and Mgmt., Department 
of Labor, transmitting a report pursuant to 
the Federal Vacancies Reform Act of 1998; to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform. 

3722. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
General Counsel, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting a report pursuant to the 
Federal Vacancies Reform Act of 1998; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

3723. A letter from the Director, Office of 
National Drug Control Policy, transmitting 
a report on the ‘‘Fiscal Year 2006 Accounting 
of Drug Control Funds,’’ pursuant to Public 
Law 105-277, section 705(d)(Div. C-Title VII); 
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform. 

3724. A letter from the President and Chief 
Executive Officer, Tennessee Valley Author-
ity, transmitting the Authority’s strategic 
plan covering fiscal years 2007 through 2012, 
pursuant to the Government Performance 
and Results Act; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform. 

3725. A letter from the Director, Congres-
sional Budget Office, transmitting the Of-
fice’s report entitled, ‘‘Potential Cost Sav-
ings from the Pre-Disaster Mitigation Pro-
gram,’’ as required by the Predisaster Miti-
gation Program Reauthorization Act of 2005; 
to the Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure. 

3726. A letter from the Regulations Coordi-
nator, Department of Health and Human 
Services, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Establishment of Revisit User 
Fee Program for Medicare Survey and Cer-
tification Activities [CMS-2268-F] (RIN: 0938- 
AO96) received September 19, 2007, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); jointly to the Com-
mittees on Ways and Means and Energy and 
Commerce. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER, of California: Com-
mittee on Education and Labor. H.R. 1424. A 
bill to amend section 712 of the Employee 
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974, sec-
tion 2705 of the Public Health Service Act, 
and section 9812 of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 to require equity in the provi-
sion of mental health and substance-related 
disorder benefits under group health plans; 
with an amendment (Rept. 110–374, Pt. 1). Or-
dered to be printed. 

Mr. RANGEL: Committee on Ways and 
Means. H.R. 1424. A bill to amend section 712 
of the Employee Retirement Income Secu-
rity Act of 1974, section 2705 of the Public 
Health Service Act, and section 9812 of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to require eq-
uity in the provision of mental health and 
substance-related disorder benefits under 
group health plans; with an amendment 
(Rept. 110–374, Pt. 2). Ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DINGELL: Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. H.R. 20. A bill to provide for re-
search on, and services for individuals with, 
postpartum depression and psychosis, with 
an amendment (Rept. 110–375). Referred to 

the Committee of the Whole House on the 
State of the Union. 

Mr. DINGELL: Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. H.R. 507. A bill to establish a 
grant program to provide vision care to chil-
dren, and for other purposes; with an amend-
ment (Rept. 110–376). Referred to the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the State of 
the Union. 

Mr. DINGELL: Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. H.R. 970. A bill to amend the Fed-
eral Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act with re-
spect to the distribution of the drug 
dextromethorphan, and for other purposes; 
with an amendment (Rept. 110–377). Referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
State of the Union. 

Mr. DINGELL: Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. H.R. 1727. A bill to enhance and 
further research into paralysis and to im-
prove rehabilitation and the quality of life 
for persons living with paralysis and other 
physical disabilities, and for other purposes; 
with an amendment (Rept. 110–378). Referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
State of the Union. 

Mr. DINGELL: Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. H.R. 2295. A bill to amend the 
Public Health Service Act to provide for the 
establishment of an Amyotrophic Lateral 
Sclerosis Registry; with an amendment 
(Rept. 110–379). Referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the State of the Union. 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts: Committee 
on Financial Services. H.R. 2868. A bill to 
eliminate the exemption from State regula-
tion for certain securities designated by na-
tional securities exchanges (Rept. 110–380). 
Referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union. 

Mr. LANTOS: Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs. H.R. 1567. A bill to amend the Foreign 
Assistance Act of 1961 to provide increased 
assistance for the prevention, treatment, and 
control of tuberculosis, and for other pur-
poses; with an amendment (Rept. 110–381, Pt. 
1). Ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WELCH of Vermont: Committee on 
Rules. House Resolution 741. Resolution pro-
viding for consideration of the resolution (H. 
Res. 734) expressing the sense of the House of 
Representatives regarding the withholding of 
information relating to corruption in Iraq 
(Rept. 110–382). Referred to the House Cal-
endar. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER: Committee on Rules. 
House Resolution 742. Resolution providing 
for consideration of the bill (H.R. 2102) to 
maintain the free flow of information to the 
public by providing conditions for the feder-
ally compelled disclosure of information by 
certain persons connected with the news 
media (Rept. 110–383). Referred to the House 
Calendar. 

f 

DISCHARGE OF COMMITTEE 

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XII, the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 
discharged from further consideration. 
H.R. 1567 referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the State of the 
Union, and ordered to be printed. 

f 

TIME LIMITATION OF REFERRED 
BILL 

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XII the 
following action was taken by the 
Speaker: 

H.R. 2830. Referral to the Committees on 
Energy and Commerce and the Judiciary ex-
tended for a period ending not later than Oc-
tober 29, 2007. 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 

bills and resolutions were introduced 
and severally referred, as follows: 

By Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD (for herself, 
Mr. SIMPSON, Mr. REYNOLDS, and Mr. 
WAXMAN): 

H.R. 3825. A bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to establish grant pro-
grams to provide for education and outreach 
on newborn screening and coordinated fol-
lowup care once newborn screening has been 
conducted, to reauthorize programs under 
part A of title XI of such Act, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

By Mr. BOREN: 
H.R. 3826. A bill to amend the State De-

partment Basic Authorities Act of 1956 to in-
crease the maximum amount of an award 
available under the Department of State re-
wards program for information leading to 
the capture of Osama bin Laden; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. ALTMIRE: 
H.R. 3827. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to provide tax relief to ac-
tive duty military personnel and employers 
who assist them, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Ms. CLARKE (for herself, Mr. 
ELLISON, Mr. TOWNS, Mr. HONDA, Mr. 
PASTOR, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. 
HINOJOSA, Mr. STARK, Mr. RANGEL, 
Mr. SHAYS, Mrs. MYRICK, Mr. 
PERLMUTTER, Mrs. MCCARTHY of New 
York, and Ms. NORTON): 

H.R. 3828. A bill to reduce the backlog in 
processing requests made by U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services to the National 
Name Check Program of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mr. COHEN (for himself and Mr. 
WHITFIELD): 

H.R. 3829. A bill to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to prohibit certain interstate 
conduct relating to exotic animals; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. DEFAZIO (for himself, Mr. WAL-
DEN of Oregon, Mrs. MCMORRIS ROD-
GERS, Mr. WU, and Mr. BLUMENAUER): 

H.R. 3830. A bill to amend the Bonneville 
Power Administration portions of the Fish-
eries Restoration and Irrigation Mitigation 
Act of 2000 to authorize appropriations for 
fiscal years 2008 through 2014, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. 

By Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania (for 
himself, Mr. CAMP of Michigan, Mr. 
BRADY of Texas, Mr. NUNES, and Mr. 
TIBERI): 

H.R. 3831. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to increase, and make per-
manent certain improvements to, the child 
tax credit; to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

By Mr. GRIJALVA (for himself and Ms. 
LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of California): 

H.R. 3832. A bill to clarify and extend the 
commitment of the United States to pursue 
economic cooperation with Costa Rica and 
other nations in the Caribbean Basin, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Ways 
and Means. 

By Mr. KING of New York: 
H.R. 3833. A bill to eliminate the backlog 

in performing DNA analyses of DNA samples 
collected from convicted child sex offenders, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mr. LEWIS of Georgia: 
H.R. 3834. A bill to amend title II of the So-

cial Security Act to increase the level of 
earnings under which no individual who is 
blind is determined to have demonstrated an 
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ability to engage in substantial gainful ac-
tivity for purposes of determining disability; 
to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. PAUL: 
H.R. 3835. A bill to restore the Constitu-

tion’s checks and balances and protections 
against government abuses as envisioned by 
the Founding Fathers; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, and in addition to the Com-
mittees on Armed Services, Foreign Affairs, 
and Intelligence (Permanent Select), for a 
period to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of Cali-
fornia (for herself, Ms. WATSON, Mr. 
GRIJALVA, Mr. BERMAN, Mr. SPACE, 
Ms. MATSUI, Mr. GONZALEZ, Ms. GIF-
FORDS, Mr. GEORGE MILLER of Cali-
fornia, Mr. BILBRAY, Mr. HINCHEY, 
Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas, Mr. FIL-
NER, Mr. REYES, and Mr. ISSA): 

H.R. 3836. A bill to require that funds 
awarded to States and political subdivisions 
for the State Criminal Alien Assistance Pro-
gram be distributed no later than 120 days 
after the last day of the annual application 
period for such Program; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. ROYCE (for himself and Ms. 
WATSON): 

H. Con. Res. 234. Concurrent resolution 
calling on the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China to respect the human 
rights of refugees from North Korea; to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. ACKERMAN (for himself, Mr. 
LANTOS, Mr. ISSA, and Mr. 
BOUSTANY): 

H. Res. 738. A resolution expressing the 
sense of the House of Representatives regard-
ing the Government of Syria’s continued in-
terference in the internal affairs of Lebanon; 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. consid-
ered and agreed to. 

By Mr. COOPER: 
H. Res. 739. A resolution honoring Albert 

Arnold Gore, Jr., and the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change, Winners of the 
2007 Nobel Peace Prize; to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

By Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas (for 
herself, Mr. CHABOT, Mr. LANTOS, Ms. 
ROS-LEHTINEN, Ms. LEE, Mr. MCCAUL 
of Texas, Mr. BISHOP of Georgia, Mrs. 
TAUSCHER, Mr. DOGGETT, Mr. 
FORTUÑO, Mr. MCNULTY, Mrs. 
MALONEY of New York, Mr. 
DELAHUNT, Mr. WYNN, Mr. LEWIS of 
Georgia, Mrs. JONES of Ohio, Ms. 
CLARKE, and Mr. RUSH): 

H. Res. 740. A resolution condemning in the 
strongest terms the attacks on African 
Union peacekeepers that occurred in 
Haskanita, Darfur, Sudan, on September 29, 
2007; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. ROTHMAN: 
H. Res. 743. A resolution honoring Varian 

Fry on the 100th anniversary of his birth; to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform. 

By Mrs. WILSON of New Mexico (for 
herself and Ms. HERSETH SANDLIN): 

H. Res. 744. A resolution recognizing the 
contributions of Native American veterans 
and calling upon the President to issue a 
proclamation urging the people of the United 
States to observe a day in honor of Native 
American veterans; to the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. WILSON of South Carolina (for 
himself and Mr. MCDERMOTT): 

H. Res. 745. A resolution recognizing the 
religious and historical significance of the 
festival of Diwali; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform. 

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions as follows: 

H.R. 92: Mr. CARTER. 
H.R. 138: Mr. BURTON of Indiana. 
H.R. 321: Mr. GOODLATTE. 
H.R. 333: Mr. SIRES. 
H.R. 337: Mr. SKELTON. 
H.R. 369: Mr. ALLEN. 
H.R. 394: Mr. BROWN of South Carolina. 
H.R. 549: Mr. FATTAH. 
H.R. 618: Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. 
H.R. 699: Mr. BROUN of Georgia and Mr. 

PICKERING. 
H.R. 719: Mr. COURTNEY and Mr. ROSS. 
H.R. 758: Mr. COSTELLO, Mr. FILNER, Mr. 

GOODE, Mrs. JONES of Ohio, and Mr. JONES of 
North Carolina. 

H.R. 760: Ms. SHEA-PORTER. 
H.R. 767: Mr. GOHMERT. 
H.R. 871: Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. 
H.R. 897: Mr. ALLEN and Ms. WATERS. 
H.R. 1023: Mr. PETRI, Mr. DONNELLY, Mr. AL 

GREEN of Texas, Mr. WELCH of Vermont, Mr. 
FRANKS of Arizona, and Mr. BACHUS. 

H.R. 1026: Mr. NEUGEBAUER. 
H.R. 1043: Ms. CLARKE. 
H.R. 1063: Mr. PICKERING. 
H.R. 1071: Mr. SHAYS. 
H.R. 1072: Ms. BERKLEY and Ms. CARSON. 
H.R. 1073: Mr. FERGUSON and Mrs. 

GILLIBRAND. 
H.R. 1076: Mr. LOEBSACK, Ms. MOORE of Wis-

consin, and Mr. GERLACH. 
H.R. 1077: Mrs. BIGGERT. 
H.R. 1088: Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-

fornia. 
H.R. 1102: Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas and Mr. 

ALTMIRE. 
H.R. 1108: Mr. LEVIN. 
H.R. 1110: Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland. 
H.R. 1125: Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-

ida, Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California, and 
Mr. SALI. 

H.R. 1127: Mr. ROGERS of Michigan and Mr. 
HOEKSTRA. 

H.R. 1135: Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. 
H.R. 1147: Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. 
H.R. 1148: Mr. MICHAUD. 
H.R. 1166: Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. 
H.R. 1192: Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. 
H.R. 1205: Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. 
H.R. 1228: Mr. COSTA. 
H.R. 1248: Mr. MARKEY and Mr. FERGUSON. 
H.R. 1275: Mr. LARSEN of Washington and 

Mr. LANGEVIN. 
H.R. 1282: Mrs. NAPOLITANO. 
H.R. 1352: Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
H.R. 1357: Mr. FORBES. 
H.R. 1409: Mr. PICKERING. 
H.R. 1419: Mr. GRAVES, Mr. LYNCH, and Mr. 

SALI. 
H.R. 1424: Mr. SHULER. 
H.R. 1474: Ms. SLAUGHTER, Mr. ENGLISH of 

Pennsylvania, Mr. MANZULLO, Mr. SOUDER, 
Mr. ROHRABACHER, and Mr. BLUNT. 

H.R. 1481: Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina. 
H.R. 1497: Mr. KILDEE. 
H.R. 1528: Mr. MARKEY. 
H.R. 1552: Mr. SHUSTER, Ms. WOOLSEY, and 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. 
H.R. 1566: Mr. CUMMINGS. 
H.R. 1584: Ms. SUTTON and Mr. HIGGINS. 
H.R. 1610: Mr. POE and Mr. UDALL of Colo-

rado. 
H.R. 1619: Mr. RAHALL. 
H.R. 1621: Mr. NADLER. 
H.R. 1687: Mr. MANZULLO. 
H.R. 1738: Mr. UDALL of Colorado, Mr. MAR-

KEY, Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania, Mr. 
HASTINGS of Florida, Mr. CLAY, Ms. HERSETH 
SANDLIN, Mr. CAPUANO, Mr. LOBIONDO, and 
Mr. BOSWELL. 

H.R. 1746: Mr. BILIRAKIS, Mr. GALLEGLY, 
Mr. MAHONEY of Florida, Mr. WILSON of 
South Carolina, and Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ- 
BALART of Florida. 

H.R. 1755: Mrs. CAPPS. 
H.R. 1767: Mr. SPACE. 
H.R. 1818: Mrs. TAUSCHER and Mr. PETER-

SON of Minnesota. 
H.R. 1823: Ms. BALDWIN. 
H.R. 1843: Mr. PICKERING and Mr. BOYD of 

Florida. 
H.R. 1869: Mr. CRAMER. 
H.R. 1927: Mrs. MALONEY of New York. 
H.R. 1953: Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. 
H.R. 1959: Mr. GALLEGLY. 
H.R. 1964: Ms. SCHWARTZ. 
H.R. 1983: Mr. PATRICK MURPHY of Pennsyl-

vania. 
H.R. 1992: Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida, 

Mr. FILNER, and Mrs. GILLIBRAND. 
H.R. 2033: Mr. COBLE. 
H.R. 2067: Mr. FERGUSON. 
H.R. 2108: Mr. MICHAUD. 
H.R. 2116: Mr. CAPUANO and Mr. MILLER of 

North Carolina. 
H.R. 2169: Mr. LIPINSKI. 
H.R. 2236: Mr. HONDA and Mr. KUCINICH. 
H.R. 2265: Ms. WATERS. 
H.R. 2266: Ms. LEE. 
H.R. 2280: Mr. MORAN of Kansas. 
H.R. 2295: Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. 
H.R. 2315: Mr. HULSHOF. 
H.R. 2331: Mr. LINCOLN DAVIS of Tennessee. 
H.R. 2332: Mrs. SCHMIDT, Mr. BRADY of 

Pennsylvania, Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, Mr. 
HOLDEN, Mr. MILLER of Florida, Mr. SMITH of 
New Jersey, Mr. FORBES, and Mr. CARTER. 

H.R. 2380: Mr. COSTELLO, Mr. LAHOOD, Mr. 
GOODLATTE, and Mr. BACHUS. 

H.R. 2391: Mr. CRAMER. 
H.R. 2416: Mr. NEUGEBAUER. 
H.R. 2417: Ms. HIRANO and Mrs. EMERSON. 
H.R. 2452: Ms. DELAURO, Mr. WYNN, and Ms. 

MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. 
H.R. 2464: Mr. EHLERS and Mr. HOLDEN. 
H.R. 2505: Mr. KAGEN. 
H.R. 2514: Mr. COSTELLO, Mrs. MALONEY of 

New York, Mr. ORTIZ, Mrs. DAVIS of Cali-
fornia, Mrs. CAPPS, Mr. HOLT, Mr. WYNN, Mr. 
TOWNS, Mr. MEEK of Florida, Mr. ETHERIDGE, 
Ms. DELAURO, Mr. BISHOP of Georgia, Mr. 
PAYNE, and Mr. CUMMINGS. 

H.R. 2574: Mr. WYNN. 
H.R. 2578: Mr. SNYDER. 
H.R. 2596: Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
H.R. 2610: Mr. PORTER. 
H.R. 2620: Mr. HONDA. 
H.R. 2634: Mr. CARNAHAN. 
H.R. 2639: Mr. BACHUS. 
H.R. 2651: Mr. HINCHEY and Ms. WOOLSEY. 
H.R. 2668: Mr. JACKSON of Illinois, Mr. 

FATTAH, and Mr. VAN HOLLEN. 
H.R. 2677: Mr. MILLER of North Carolina. 
H.R. 2686: Mr. COOPER. 
H.R. 2702: Mr. MCNERNEY. 
H.R. 2772: Mr. NEUGEBAUER. 
H.R. 2894: Mr. SOUDER. 
H.R. 2910: Ms. WATERS. 
H.R. 2915: Mr. WAXMAN and Mr. 

LATOURETTE. 
H.R. 2927: Mr. JINDAL and Mr. PORTER. 
H.R. 2933: Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of Cali-

fornia, Mr. CUMMINGS, Ms. FOXX, and Ms. 
WATSON. 

H.R. 3028: Mr. MANZULLO, Mr. DANIEL E. 
LUNGREN of California, Mr. RANGEL, and Mr. 
JEFFERSON. 

H.R. 3029: Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. 
H.R. 3033: Mr. MILLER of North Carolina. 
H.R. 3040: Ms. HIRONO. 
H.R. 3090: Mr. JINDAL, Mr. PRICE of North 

Carolina, and Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. 
H.R. 3109: Mr. BILIRAKIS and Mr. MCHUGH. 
H.R. 3119: Mr. STARK, Ms. WATERS, and Ms. 

HIRONO. 
H.R. 3156: Mrs. MUSGRAVE. 
H.R. 3167: Mr. CUMMINGS and Ms. HIRONO. 
H.R. 3175: Mr. MOORE of Kansas. 
H.R. 3191: Ms. WOOLSEY, Mr. YOUNG of Alas-

ka, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, and Mr. 
PAYNE. 

H.R. 3202: Mr. KIRK. 
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H.R. 3203: Mr. KIRK. 
H.R. 3219: Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, Mr. PRICE of 

North Carolina, Mr. BROWN of South Caro-
lina, Ms. CLARKE, Mr. MCCOTTER, Mr. HALL 
of New York, Mr. OLVER, and Mr. FORTUÑO. 

H.R. 3256: Ms. BORDALLO. 
H.R. 3281: Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. 
H.R. 3282: Mr. LEVIN, Mr. WALBERG, Mr. 

LOBIONDO, and Mr. MILLER of North Caro-
lina. 

H.R. 3298: Ms. HIRONO. 
H.R. 3317: Ms. BORDALLO and Mrs. EMER-

SON. 
H.R. 3327: Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts, Mr. 

MCCOTTER, Mr. HALL of New York, Ms. 
HIRONO, and Mr. FORTUÑO. 

H.R. 3334: Mr. MCHUGH. 
H.R. 3368: Mr. SMITH of New Jersey, Mr. 

PAYNE, and Mr. HINCHEY. 
H.R. 3369: Mrs. MYRICK. 
H.R. 3378: Mr. MILLER of North Carolina, 

Mr. FILNER, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. 
MCNERNEY, Mr. HASTINGS of Florida, and Mr. 
CLAY. 

H.R. 3380: Mr. LOBIONDO and Mr. BAIRD. 
H.R. 3381: Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. 
H.R. 3389: Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. 
H.R. 3397: Ms. CARSON and Mr. COHEN. 
H.R. 3438: Ms. SUTTON. 
H.R. 3453: Mr. CONAWAY and Mr. CAMP of 

Michigan. 
H.R. 3498: Mrs. JONES of Ohio. 
H.R. 3512: Mr. JEFFERSON. 
H.R. 3533: Mr. VELÁZQUEZ, Mr. BISHOP of 

Utah, Mr. WAMP, Mr. WEXLER, Mr. UDALL of 
Colorado, Mr. RODRIGUEZ, Mr. ROGERS of Ala-
bama, and Mr. BACA. 

H.R. 3544: Mr. CLAY, Mr. ETHERIDGE, Mr. 
ALLEN, and Ms. SUTTON. 

H.R. 3548: Mr. HARE and Mr. GORDON. 
H.R. 3558: Mr. HOLDEN. 
H.R. 3577: Ms. KILPATRICK and Mr. SIRES. 
H.R. 3584: Mr. SAXTON. 
H.R. 3585: Mr. PETERSON of Minnesota, Mr. 

INSLEE, Ms. SUTTON, and Mr. FARR. 
H.R. 3609: Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. STARK, 

Mrs. JONES of Ohio, Ms. WASSERMAN 
SCHULTZ, and Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. 

H.R. 3622: Mr. MORAN of Kansas, Mr. MAN-
ZULLO, Mr. WALSH of New York, Mr. GRAVES, 
Mr. PAUL, Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia, and 
Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. 

H.R. 3629: Mr. PAUL and Mr. GORDON. 
H.R. 3660: Mr. BACHUS and Mr. SOUDER. 
H.R. 3663: Mr. HOLT, Ms. SHEA-PORTER, Mr. 

HONDA, and Mr. HARE. 
H.R. 3665: Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. 
H.R. 3666: Ms. CLARKE, Mr. BUTTERFIELD, 

Mr. MARSHALL, and Mr. VAN HOLLEN. 
H.R. 3674: Ms. HIRONO. 
H.R. 3687: Mr. PASTOR, Mr. TOWNS, and Mr. 

GENE GREEN of Texas. 
H.R. 3689: Ms. DEGETTE. 
H.R. 3691: Mr. TIERNEY and Mr. DEFAZIO. 
H.R. 3692: Mr. CROWLEY, Mr. RUSH, Mr. HIN-

CHEY, Mr. FATTAH, Ms. SOLIS, Mr. FURTUÑO, 
Mr. TOWNS, Mr. KLEIN of Florida, and Ms. 
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 

H.R. 3697: Mr. BAIRD. 
H.R. 3700: Mr. WEXLER and Mr. RANGEL. 
H.R. 3705: Ms. CLARKE, Mr. BUTTERFIELD, 

and Ms. BORDALLO. 
H.R. 3723: Mr. KING of New York. 
H.R. 3738: Mr. BROWN of South Carolina, 

Mr. KING of Iowa, and Mr. PEARCE. 
H.R. 3757: Mr. LIPINSKI, Ms. SHEA-PORTER, 

and Mr. SHAYS. 

H.R. 3779: Mr. ROYCE, Mr. MCCAUL of Texas, 
Mr. NEUGEBAUER, Mr. ALEXANDER, and Mr. 
WALBERG. 

H.R. 3781: Mr. LIPINSKI. 
H.R. 3793: Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida, 

Mr. HARE, Mr. BRALEY of Iowa, Mr. TOWNS, 
Mr. BERRY, Mr. HOLDEN, Ms. BERKLEY, Mr. 
DOYLE, and Mr. PAYNE. 

H.R. 3797: Mr. ETHERIDGE, Ms. HOOLEY, Mr. 
LIPINSKI, Mr. ABERCROMBIE, Ms. 
SCHAKOWSKY, and Ms. HIRONO. 

H.R. 3799: Ms. WOOLSEY. 
H.R. 3807: Ms. KAPTUR, Mr. MORAN of Vir-

ginia, and Ms. HIRONO. 
H.R. 3808: Ms. CLARKE. 
H. Con. Res. 154: Mr. PENCE, Mr. MANZULLO, 

Mr. KIRK, Mr. LAMBORN, Mr. INGLIS of South 
Carolina, Mr. HOEKSTRA, Mr. RENZI, Mr. 
SMITH of New Jersey, and Mr. MCCOTTER. 

H. Con. Res. 163: Mr. MCHUGH. 
H. Con. Res. 182: Mr. MCHUGH, Mr. 

DELAHUNT, Mr. MANZULLO, Mr. UDALL of New 
Mexico, Mr. WALDEN of Oregon, Mr. OBER-
STAR, Mr. BRADY of Texas, Mr. HASTERT, Mr. 
LINDER, Mr. BARROW, Mr. LINCOLN DAVIS of 
Tennessee, Mr. RAMSTAD, Mr. CARNEY, Mr. 
MCNERNEY, Mr. SMITH of Washington, Mr. 
LARSEN of Washington, Mr. LEWIS of Geor-
gia, Mrs. CAPPS, Mr. CANNON, and Mr. UDALL 
of Colorado. 

H. Con. Res. 197: Mr. FARR. 
H. Con. Res. 221: Mr. COHEN. 
H. Con. Res. 228: Mr. MCCAUL of Texas. 
H. Con. Res. 230: Mr. REYES, Mr. TOWNS, 

Mr. PUTNAM, Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin, Mr. 
LEVIN, Mr. FORBES, and Mr. KING of New 
York. 

H. Res. 111: Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, Mr. KING-
STON, MS. HIRONO, and Mr. BROWN of South 
Carolina. 

H. Res. 169: Mr. LATOURETTE and Mr. MAN-
ZULLO. 

H. Res. 185: Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. 
H. Res. 194: Ms. RICHARDSON. 
H. Res. 237: Mr. BOSWELL and Mr. MORAN of 

Virginia. 
H. Res. 245: Mr. ENGEL, Ms. BERKLEY, Mr. 

LAMPSON, Mr. CARDOZA, Ms. WASSERMAN 
SCHULTZ, and Mr. FILNER. 

H. Res. 356: Mr. LIPINSKI. 
H. Res. 415: Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania, 

Mr. SMITH of Washington, and Mr. BACA. 
H. Res. 448: Mr. DINGELL and Mrs. DAVIS of 

California. 
H. Res. 499: Mr. LINCOLN DAVIS of Ten-

nessee. 
H. Res. 542: Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania and 

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. 
H. Res. 616: Ms. HARMAN. 
H. Res. 618: Mr. CARNAHAN and Mr. 

KUCINICH. 
H. Res. 666: Mr. AL GREEN of Texas, Mr. 

GENE GREEN of Texas, and Mr. HINOJOSA. 
H. Res. 684: Mr. ALTMIRE, Ms. HIRONO, and 

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. 
H. Res. 700: Ms. BORDALLO. 
H. Res. 707: Ms. CLARKE, Mr. JOHNSON of 

Georgia, Ms. CARSON, and Mr. CONYERS. 
H. Res. 708: Mr. COHEN, Mr. TANNER, Ms. 

WATSON, Mr. MILLER of North Carolina, Mr. 
COSTA, Mr. ACKERMAN, Mr. CARNAHAN, Mr. 
SHERMAN, Mr. PAYNE, Mr. DELAHUNT, Mr. 
JONES of North Carolina, and Mr. BERMAN. 

H. Res. 713: Ms. SCHWARTZ and Mr. WEXLER. 
H. Res. 721: Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-

fornia. 

H. Res. 725: Mr. PAYNE, Mr. KIND, Mr. 
LEVIN, Mr. HINCHEY, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. 
THOMPSON of California, Mr. MCDERMOTT, 
Mr. WU, Mr. ALLEN, Mr. EMANUEL, Mr. WYNN, 
Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, Mr. MORAN of 
Virginia, Mr. ELLISON, Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ 
of California, Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota, 
Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin, Ms. SOLIS, Mr. FIL-
NER, Mr. KILDEE, Mr. DOYLE, and Mr. FARR. 

H. Res. 726: Ms. HOOLEY, Mr. MEEK of Flor-
ida, Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr. BRADY of Pennsyl-
vania, Mr. DOYLE, Mr. ROTHMAN, Ms. BERK-
LEY, Mr. HIGGINS, Ms. CLARKE, Mr. BARROW, 
Mr. COSTA, Mr. HINCHEY, Mr. CAPUANO, Mr. 
SHERMAN, Mrs. TAUSCHER, Mr. MORAN of 
Kansas, Mr. MORAN of Virginia, Mr. WOLF, 
Ms. CASTOR, Ms. MATSUI, Mr. HINOJOSA, Mr. 
KIRK, Mr. CUMMINGS, Mr. SCOTT of Georgia, 
Mr. GUTIERREZ, Mr. FARR, Mr. MURPHY of 
Connecticut, Mr. LARSON of Connecticut, Mr. 
COURTNEY, Mrs. DAVIS of California, and Ms. 
ESHOO. 

H. Res. 730: Mr. BILIRAKIS, and Mr. LINCOLN 
DIAZ-BALART of Florida. 

H. Res. 734: Mr. HIGGINS and Mr. CUMMINGS. 
H. Res. 735: Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California, 

Ms. WATSON, Mr. MICHAUD, Mr. SERRANO, Ms. 
EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas, Mr. 
BLUMENAUER, Mr. ALLEN, Mrs. DAVIS of Cali-
fornia, Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California, Mr. 
SHAYS, Mr. ELLISON, and Mr. COOPER. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL EARMARKS, LIM-
ITED TAX BENEFITS, OR LIM-
ITED TARIFF BENEFITS 

Under clause 9 of rule XXI, lists or 
statements on congressional earmarks, 
limited tax benefits, or limited tariff 
benefits were submitted as follows: 

OFFERED BY RICK BOUCHER 

The amendment to be offered by Rep-
resentative Boucher or a designee to H.R. 
2102, the Free Flow of Information Act of 
2007, does not contain any congressional ear-
marks, limited tax benefits, or limited tariff 
benefits, as defined in clause 9(d), 9(e), or 9(f) 
of rule XXI. 

OFFERED BY JOHN CONYERS, JR. 

The amendment to be offered by Rep-
resentative Conyers or a designee to H.R. 
3773, the ‘‘Responsible Electronic Surveil-
lance That is Overseen, Reviewed, and Effec-
tive Act of 2007’’ (RESTORE Act of 2007), 
does not contain any congressional ear-
marks, limited tax benefits, or limited tariff 
benefits as defined in clause 9(d), 9(e), or 9(f) 
of rule XXI. 

f 

DELETIONS OF SPONSORS FROM 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were deleted from public bills and reso-
lutions as follows: 

H. Res. 106: Mr. BOYD of Florida, Mr. 
HERGER, Mr. BERRY, Ms. KILPATRICK, Mr. 
BISHOP of Georgia, Mr. LINCOLN DAVIS of 
Tennessee, and Mr. ROSS. 

H. Res. 610: Ms. KILPATRICK. 
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