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NAFTA, promising they would create
millions of jobs and enrich commu-
nities. Instead, too many of these
agreements have cost millions of jobs
and devastated communities. It is not
just the worker who suffers. It is the
family, people down the street, as the
valuation of houses contributes to de-
linquency and foreclosures. It means
fewer police, fewer teachers, and fewer
firefighters, as communities are dev-
astated from layoffs and workers losing
their jobs. In the cities, workers lose
their jobs too. Yet the Bush adminis-
tration and proponents of deals with
Peru, Colombia, Panama, and South
Korea want more of the same. They
want the current system to keep going,
to be expanded, despite evidence that
the NAFTA model and the CAFTA
model have not been working for Mexi-
can workers, Central American work-
ers, American workers, or small busi-
nesses in those countries and is not
working for small manufacturers.

The number of workers filing for un-
employment benefits jumped last week
to its highest level since late August.
Last week, 2,000 more Ohioans were
seeking unemployment benefits, thou-
sands more in Michigan, in Minnesota,
in Indiana, North Carolina, all over the
country—hardly the sign of a good
economy, hardly the time for another
trade agreement.

History will be on the side of those
who want a different trade policy. The
Founders gave Congress the responsi-
bility to set the terms of trade policy.
To vote up or down on a flawed agree-
ment is in no one’s best interest. It is
not smart policy or politics. We need to
begin by evaluating agreements such
as the North American Free Trade
Agreement, as Senator DORGAN Dpro-
posed this week. We need to pause.
Let’s say no more trade agreements for
a while until we fix our trade policy
and learn what those agreements and
our trade commitments have accom-
plished for workers. If I am wrong and
they are working for workers, commu-
nities, consumers, and our small busi-
ness owners, then let’s proceed. But
let’s stop and look, figure this out.

We need a new model for trade agree-
ments that requires negotiators to not
just ensure better labor and environ-
mental rules are enforced—we made
some progress in the Peru trade agree-
ment on that, and that is a small step
but not enough—but also raises safety
standards, doesn’t allow backdoor chal-
lenges to public interest laws, doesn’t
give corporations the power, as NAFTA
did for the first time ever in a trade
agreement, to sue foreign governments,
including foreign corporations to sue
our Government to weaken our envi-
ronmental laws, to weaken our food
safety laws, to weaken our worker pro-
tection laws, to undercut our ‘‘Buy
American” laws. That is when we end
up doing stupid things like building a
wall between Mexico and the United
States and using Chinese steel.

Finally, we need to reward corpora-
tions. We have introduced the Patriot
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Corporations Act. Those corporations
that play by the rules, hire Americans,
provide health care, provide a pension,
and take care of their communities
should be rewarded with tax advan-
tages instead of penalizing those com-
panies and rewarding those companies
that go offshore.

Ultimately, our commitment is to
protect our country. That means to
protect our children from foreign prod-
ucts that have lead. It means to pro-
tect workers, our small businesses, and
our communities. That is how we pro-
vide opportunity to build a thriving
middle class. That is why it is time to
take a breath, stop. Before we move
forward in Peru and Panama, before we
move forward in Colombia and South
America, we need to examine how this
trade policy is working.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

BIDDING ON EBAY LETTER

Mr. REID. Madam President, earlier
this month, I came to the floor to dis-
cuss some comments made by Rush
Limbaugh.

Following my remarks, more than 40
of my Senate colleagues and I cosigned
a letter to the chairman of Clear Chan-
nel, Mark Mays, telling him that we
wanted him to confer with Rush
Limbaugh regarding the statements he
made. I have since spoken to Mark
Mays about this. Mark Mays, in fact,
called me regarding this letter.

This week, Rush Limbaugh put the
original copy of that letter up for auc-
tion on eBay. We did not have time or
we could have gotten every Democratic
Senator to sign that letter. But he put
the letter up for auction on eBay and,
I think very constructively, left the
proceeds of that to go to the Marine
Corps Law Enforcement Foundation.

What is the Marine Corps Law En-
forcement Foundation? It provides
scholarship assistance to children of
marines and Federal law enforcement
personnel whose parent dies in the line
of duty, as well as health care assist-
ance for disabled children of fallen
troops.

What could be a more worthwhile
cause? I think it is really good that
this money on eBay is going to be
raised for this purpose.

When I spoke to Mark Mays, I think
he and I thought this probably would
not raise much money—a letter writ-
ten by Democratic Senators com-
plaining about something.

This morning, the bid is more than $2
million. We have watched it during the
week. It keeps going up and up and up,
and there is only a little bit of time
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left. But it is certainly going to be
more than $2 million. Never did we
think this letter would bring money of
this nature; and for the cause, it is ex-
tremely good.

Now, everyone Kknows that Rush
Limbaugh and I do not agree on every-
thing in life, and maybe that is kind of
an understatement. But without quali-
fication, Mark Mays, the CEO of the
network that has Rush Limbaugh on it,
and Rush Limbaugh, should know that
this letter they are auctioning is going
to be something that raises money for
a worthwhile cause.

I do not know what we could do more
importantly to help ensure children of
our fallen soldiers and police officers
who have fallen in the line of duty have
the opportunity to have a good edu-
cation. Think about this: More than $2
million. This is going to really help.
That is, again, an understatement.

There is only a little bit of time left,
so I would ask those who are wanting
to do more—they can go to eBay and
search for ‘“‘Harry Reid Letter’” and it
will come up. I would encourage any-
one who is interested, with the means
to do so, to consider bidding on this
letter and contributing to this worth-
while cause.

I strongly believe when we can put
our differences aside—even HARRY REID
and Rush Limbaugh—we should do that
and try to accomplish good things for
the American people. This does that—
more than $2 million for a letter,
signed by this Senator and my friends.

AGENDA

Mr. REID. I have indicated, Madam
President, we have a lot of work to do.
The chairman of the Judiciary Com-
mittee and I have stated on a number
of occasions that on controversial judi-
cial nominations we are not going to
move on those until the minority tells
us that is what they want to do. One of
those nominations is Judge Southwick.
That matter was reported out of com-
mittee sometime ago, and both Senator
LEAHY and I have said that when the
Republicans tell us they want to move
to that nomination, we would do that.
So sometime next week I am more
than likely going to move to that mat-
ter. So I want everyone to know that,
in fact, is the case.

I also, Madam President, have indi-
cated that one of our priorities is to do
an energy bill this year. I had a meet-
ing yesterday with Democratic chairs
and other interested people, including
Senator CANTWELL and Senator DOR-
GAN, to find out how we can move for-
ward. We realize we can move forward.
We have a number of issues that are
important. The issues are somewhat
limited. One is what are we going to do
on CAFE, raising the fuel efficiency of
vehicles? What are we going to do
about a renewable portfolio standard?
And what are we going to do about the
tax aspect of this that will do a number
of important things, not the least of
which is give the great entrepreneurs
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