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following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 53. An act to authorize the Secretary
of the Interior to enter into a long-term
lease with the Government of the United
States Virgin Islands to provide land on the
island of Saint John, Virgin Islands, for the
establishment of a school, and for other pur-
poses.

H.R. 189. An act to establish the Paterson
Great Falls National Historical Park in the
State of New Jersey and for other purposes.

H.R. 523. An act to require the Secretary of
the Interior to convey certain public land lo-
cated wholly or partially within the bound-
aries of the Wells Hydroelectric Project of
Public Utility District No. 1 of Douglas
County, Washington, to the utility district.

H.R. 767. An act to protect, conserve, and
restore native fish, wildlife, and their nat-
ural habitats at national wildlife refuges
through cooperative, incentive-based grants
to control, mitigate, and eradicate harmful
nonnative species, and for other purposes.

H.R. 783. An act to modify the boundary of
Mesa Verde National Park, and for other
purposes.

H.R. 813. An act to amend the Reclamation
Wastewater and Groundwater Study and Fa-
cilities Act to authorize the Secretary of the
Interior to participate in the Prado Basin
Natural Treatment System Project, to au-
thorize the Secretary to carry out a program
to assist agencies in projects to construct re-
gional brine lines in California, to authorize
the Secretary to participate in the Lower
Chino Dairy Area desalination demonstra-
tion and reclamation project, and for other
purposes.

H.R. 830. An act to authorize the exchange
of certain interests in land in Denali Na-
tional Park in the State of Alaska.

H.R. 1205. An act to reauthorize the Coral
Reef Conservation Act of 2000, and for other
purposes.

H.R. 1337. An act to provide for a feasi-
bility study of alternatives to augment the
water supplies of the Central Oklahoma Mas-
ter Conservancy District and cities served by
the District.

H.R. 1462. An act to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to participate in the
implementation of the Platte River Recov-
ery Implementation Program for Endangered
Species in the Central and Lower Platte
River Basin and to modify the Pathfinder
Dam and Reservoir.

H.R. 1803. An act to direct the Secretary of
the Interior to conduct a feasibility study to
design and construct a four reservoir intertie
system for the purposes of improving the
water storage opportunities, water supply re-
liability, and water yield of San Vicente, El
Capitan, Murray, and Loveland Reservoirs in
San Diego County, California in consultation
and cooperation with the City of San Diego
and the Sweetwater Authority, and for other
purposes.

H.R. 1855. An act to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior, acting through the
Bureau of Reclamation to enter into a coop-
erative agreement with the Madera Irriga-
tion District for purposes of supporting the
Madera Water Supply Enhancement Project.

H.R. 2094. An act to provide for certain ad-
ministrative and support services for the
Dwight D. Eisenhower Memorial Commis-
sion, and for other purposes.

H.R. 2197. An act to modify the boundary of
the Hopewell Culture National Historical
Park in the State of Ohio, and for other pur-
poses.

H.R. 3564. An act to amend title 5, United
States Code, to authorize appropriations for
the Administrative Conference of the United
States through fiscal year 2011, and for other
purposes.
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H.R. 3775. An act to support research and
development of new industrial processes and
technologies that optimize energy efficiency
and environmental performance, utilize di-
verse sources of energy, and increase eco-
nomic competitiveness.

H.R. 3776. An act to provide for research,
development, and demonstration programs
in advanced storage systems for electric
drive vehicles, stationary applications, and
electricity transmission and distribution ap-
plications, to support the ability of the
United States to remain globally competi-
tive in this field, and to promote the effi-
cient delivery and use of energy.

At 5:04 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House agrees to the
amendment of the Senate to the bill
(H.R. 327) to amend title 38, United
States Code, to direct the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to develop and imple-
ment a comprehensive program de-
signed to reduce the incidence of sui-
cide among veterans.

————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 53. An act to authorize the Secretary
of the Interior to enter into a long-term
lease with the Government of the United
States Virgin Islands to provide land on the
island of Saint John, Virgin Islands, for the
establishment of a school, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources.

H.R. 189. An act to establish the Paterson
Great Falls National Park in the State of
New Jersey; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

H.R. 523. An act to require the Secretary of
the Interior to convey certain public land lo-
cated wholly or partially within the bound-
aries of the Wells Hydroelectric Project of
Public Utility District No.1 of Douglas Coun-
ty, Washington, to the utility district; to the
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

H.R. 767. An act to protect, conserve, and
restore native fish, wildlife, and their nat-
ural habitats at national wildlife refuges
through cooperative, incentive-based grants
to control, mitigate, and eradicate harmful
nonnative species, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

H.R. 813. An act to amend the Reclamation
Wastewater and Groundwater Study and Fa-
cilities Act to authorize the Secretary of the
Interior to participate in the Prado Basin
Natural Treatment System Project, to au-
thorize the Secretary to carry out a program
to assist agencies in projects to construct re-
gional brine lines in California, to authorize
the Secretary to participate in the Lower
Chino Dairy Area desalination demonstra-
tion and reclamation project, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

H.R. 830. An act to authorize the exchange
of certain interests in land in Denali Na-
tional Park in the State of Alaska; to the
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

H.R. 1205. An act to reauthorize the Coral
Reef Conservation Act of 2000, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

H.R. 1462. An act to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to participate in the
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implementation of the Platte River Recov-
ery Implementation Program for Endangered
Species in the Central and Lower Platte
River Basin and to modify the Pathfinder
Dam and Reservoir; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources.

H.R. 1803. An act to direct the Secretary of
the Interior to conduct a feasibility study to
design and construct a four reservoir intertie
system for the purposes of improving the
water storage opportunities, water supply re-
liability, and water yield of San Vicente, El
Capitan, Murray, and Loveland Reservoirs in
San Diego County, California in consultation
and cooperation with the City of San Diego
and the Sweetwater Authority, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

H.R. 1855. An act to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior, acting through the
Bureau of Reclamation to enter into a coop-
erative agreement with the Madera Irriga-
tion District for purposes of supporting the
Madera Water Supply Enhancement Project;
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

H.R. 2197. An act to modify the boundary of
the Hopewell Culture National Historical
Park in the State of Ohio, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources.

H.R. 3775. An act to support research and
development of new and industrial processes
and technologies that optimize energy effi-
ciency and environmental performance, uti-
lize diverse sources of energy, and increase
economic competitiveness; to the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources.

H.R. 3776. To provide for research, develop-
ment, and demonstration programs in ad-
vanced energy storage systems for electric
drive vehicles, stationary applications, and
electricity transmission and distribution ap-
plications, to support the ability of the
United States to remain globally competi-
tive in this field, and to promote the effi-
cient delivery and use of energy; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources.

——

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bills were read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and placed on the calendar:

H.R. 1337. An act to provide for a feasi-
bility study of alternatives to augment the
water supplies of the Central Oklahoma Mas-
ter Conservancy District and cities served by
the District.

H.R. 2094. An act to provide for certain ad-
ministrative and support services for the
Dwight D. Eisenhower Memorial Commis-
sion, and for other purposes.

———

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME

The following bills were read the first
time:

S. 2216. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend the Indian em-
ployment credit and the depreciation rules
for property used predominantly within an
Indian reservation.

S. 2217. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend the taxable in-
come limit on percentage depletion for oil
and natural gas produced from marginal
properties.

———
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and
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were referred or ordered to lie on the
table as indicated:

POM-235. A resolution adopted by the
Board of County Commissioners of Miami-
Dade County of the State of Florida com-
mending the Florida officials who provided
for the installation of guardrails along bod-
ies of water and in roadway medians; to the

Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.
POM-236. A resolution adopted by the

Board of County Commissioners for Miami-
Dade County of the State of Florida urging
the Florida Legislature to designate West
Flagler Street from 13 Avenue to 14 Avenue

as Father Emilio Vallina Avenue; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

POM-237. A resolution adopted by the
Iberville Parish Council of the State of Lou-
isiana urging Congress to vote in favor of
H.R. 1229, the ‘“‘Non-Market Economy Trade
Remedy Act of 2007’; to the Committee on
Finance.

POM-238. A resolution adopted by the
Edina City Council of the State of Minnesota
endorsing the United Nations principle of the
Responsibility to Protect; to the Committee
on Foreign Relations.

POM-239. A resolution adopted by the
Gretna City Council of the State of Lou-
isiana expressing its support for the imple-
mentation of legislation that would improve
and eliminate barriers contained in the No
Child Left Behind Act of 2001; to the Com-

mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.
POM-240. A resolution adopted by the

House of Representatives of the State of
Michigan urging Congress to implement food
policies that promote healthy food, farms,
and communities by encouraging local pro-
duction of fruits and vegetables by specialty
crop farmers; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.
HOUSE RESOLUTION No. 156

Whereas, the federal Farm Bill tradition-
ally provides crop subsidies to corn, wheat,
soybean, and cotton farmers, and less than 40
percent of all United States farmers and
ranchers actually receive any kind of sub-
sidy from the federal government. However,
there are many different kinds of farmers,
both in Michigan and nationwide, growing
nutritious and affordable fruits and vegeta-
bles that are vital to the health and well-
being of Americans. Government support
must emphasize nutritious, affordable, and
locally available foods; and

Whereas, the Farm Security and Rural In-
vestment Act of 2002 (the 2002 Farm Bill) en-
courages institutions participating in the
school lunch program to purchase locally
produced foods for school meals. While the
real price of fruits and vegetables has in-
creased by 40 percent since 1985, the cost of
junk foods and sodas has declined by as
much as 20 percent. We need to encourage
the choice of fresh fruits and vegetables by
purchasing locally grown produce and other
foods, thereby supporting local farmers and
benefiting students in need of high quality,
nutritious food products. However, the
USDA continues to discourage efforts by
schools and other institutions to develop
these important programs. The USDA claims
that 7 CFR 3016.60(c) clearly prohibits the
use of state or local geographic preferences
and that all purchases are to be made com-
petitively; and

Whereas, the Community Food Projects, a
federally funded program designed to fight
food insecurity through development of local
food projects, promotes self-sufficiency of
low-income communities. Grants from this
program support urban nonprofits and urban
residents in growing fresh vegetables in their
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neighborhoods. Funding is also used to pro-
vide entrepreneurship training to urban
farmers, again encouraging local specialty
crop farmers in Michigan. However, main-
taining current funding for the Community
Food Projects is important to promoting
healthy, locally grown foods in low-income
communities; and

Whereas, the emphasis on traditional crops
in the allocation of farm subsidies has re-
sulted in a loss of fruit and vegetable farm-
ers as well as a decrease in the acreage of
specialty crop farmland used for farming na-
tionwide. At the current rate, Michigan will
lose 15 percent of its agricultural land by
2040, including 25 percent of the acreage used
to grow fruit and 36 percent of the acreage
used to grow dry beans. The Michigan House
of Representatives supports the federal gov-
ernment encouraging and providing pro-
grams and assistance to farm operations
that grow fruits and vegetables including but
not limited to asparagus, cherries, apples,
carrots, beets, lettuce, celery, squash, pota-
toes, peppers, pumpkins etc: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives,
That we encourage Congress and the United
States Department of Agriculture to imple-
ment food policies that promote healthy
food, farms, and communities by encour-
aging local production of fruits and vegeta-
bles by specialty crop farmers; and be it fur-
ther

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be
transmitted to the President of the United
States Senate, the Speaker of the United
States House of Representatives, the Sec-
retary of the United States Department of
Agriculture, and the members of the Michi-
gan congressional delegation.

POM-241. A resolution adopted by the Cali-
fornia State Lands Commission expressing
its support for legislation which would re-
duce pollution from marine vessels that use
the nation’s ports; to the Committee on En-
vironment and Public Works.

RESOLUTION

Whereas, California’s 1,100 mile coastline,
with its beautiful beaches, wild cliffs, abun-
dant fish stocks and fragile environment is a
national treasure and a valuable state re-
source, which is at the heart of a tourist in-
dustry that generates nearly five billion dol-
lars in state and local taxes each year; and is
central to the state’s $46 billion ocean econ-
omy; and

Whereas, the California State Lands Com-
mission has jurisdiction over the state-
owned tide and submerged lands below the
mean high tide line out to three miles from
the coast as well as the lands underlying
California’s bays, lakes, and rivers; and

Whereas, the Commission is charged with
managing these lands pursuant to the Public
Trust Doctrine, common law that requires
these lands to be used for commerce, fishing,
navigation, recreation, and environmental
protection; and

Whereas, the impacts of air pollution af-
fect the public trust values of the lands
under the Commission’s jurisdiction and the
utility of these lands to the public, future
generations, and the environment; and

Whereas, most commercial goods imported
to the United States come through our na-
tion’s ports by means of marine vessels; and

Whereas, California is home to the busiest
ports in the nation, with large volumes of
international goods entering through the
Ports of Los Angeles, Long Beach, and Oak-
land, which rank as the first, second, and
fourth busiest ports in the country, respec-
tively; and

Whereas, in 2004, 1,900 ships visited Califor-
nia’s ports, 87% of which were foreign ves-
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sels, and it is estimated that freight volume
will more than double in the Los Angeles re-
gion over the next 20 years; and

Whereas, marine vessels at California’s
ports emit large amounts of diesel particu-
late matter (PM), nitrogen oxides (NOx), and
sulfur oxides (SOx), and

Whereas, most marine vessels use high
emitting diesel bunker fuel, a low quality pe-
troleum, high in sulfur, that is capable of
producing approximately 50 times more
haze-forming pollutants than the dirtiest
trucks on our nation’s highways; and

Whereas, bunker fuel used by marine ves-
sels contains, on average, 27,000 parts per
million (ppm) of sulfur, compared to the 15
ppm of sulfur allowed in diesel fuel used by
heavy-duty trucks in the U.S.; and

Whereas, the pollutants emitted from
burning bunker fuel cause environmental
problems such as smog, soot, acid rain and
global climate change, as well as damaging
health effects such as asthma and cancer—as
reported by the California Air Resource
Board’s Emission Reduction Plan for Ports
and Goods Movement, air pollution from
California’s ports is the cause of 750 pre-
mature deaths each year; and

Whereas, in 2006, Maersk, Inc., which oper-
ates the largest container terminal in the
Los Angeles harbor, voluntarily switched all
37 of its cargo ships to low-sulfur fuel, prov-
ing that it is feasible for marine vessels to
use environmentally safer fuels, and

Whereas, the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) announced a delay until
December 2009 to adopt new emission and
fuel regulations for big ocean ship propulsion
engines and there is no assurance that the
rules will be adopted by then or that they
will be strict enough to significantly reduce
air pollution; and

Whereas, the United Nations International
Maritime Organization has before it a pro-
posal, supported by the EPA, World Shipping
Council, Pacific Maritime Shipping Associa-
tion, and U.S. Coast Guard, to develop,
among other things, stringent new standards
on sulfur content in fuel used by marine ves-
sels; however, it is uncertain if enough na-
tions will support this proposal; and

Whereas, the Marine Vessel Emissions Re-
duction Act bill, introduced by Senators
Boxer and Feinstein through S. 1499, and
Congresswoman Solis through H.R. 2548,
seeks to regulate the emissions of domestic
and foreign-flagged marine vessels entering
or leaving U.S. ports or offshore terminals;
and

Whereas, specifically, the Marine Vessel
Emissions Reduction Act, if passed, will
mandate the EPA to set limits on the sulfur
content of fuel used by these vessels, if they
are within a certain distance from the coast
(for the west coast, it is 200 miles), to no
more than 1,000 ppm beginning December
31,2010, unless the EPA determines that such
a limit is not technically feasible, in which
case there will be an interim limit of 2,000
ppm; and

Whereas, the Marine Vessel Emissions Re-
duction Act, if passed, will also mandate the
EPA to establish standards for new and in-
use engines in marine vessels that will re-
quire the maximum degree of emission re-
duction for PM, NOx, hydrocarbons, and car-
bon monoxide achievable by no later than
January 1, 2012; therefore, be it

Resolved by the California State Lands Com-
mission, that it supports the Marine Vessel
Emissions Reduction Act (S. 1499 and H.R.
25648), which would reduce the emissions of
air pollutants from marine vessels, including
foreign-flagged vessels, entering or leaving
U.S. ports or offshore terminals; and be it
further

Resolved, That the Commission’s Executive
Officer transmit copies of this resolution to
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the President and Vice President of the
United States, to the Governor of California,
to the Majority and Minority Leaders of the
United States Senate, to the Speaker and
Minority Leader of the United States House
of Representatives, to the Chairs and Rank-
ing Minority Members of the Senate Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works,
the House Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, and to each Senator and Representa-
tive from California in the Congress of the
United States.

POM-242. A resolution adopted by the
House of Representatives of the State of
Michigan urging Congress to address the re-
cent approval of increased pollution by Brit-
ish Petroleum into the Great Lakes; to the
Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

HOUSE RESOLUTION No. 172

Whereas, Lake Michigan is a national
treasure and a vital natural resource shared
by four states in trust for the entire nation.
Lake Michigan is a drinking water source for
millions of people and a recreational haven
for swimming, fishing, and boating in all the
states. Tourism and recreation based around
Lake Michigan are worth billions of dollars
each year to these states’ economies; and

Whereas, Michigan and the other states
bordering Lake Michigan rely on the federal
Clean Water Act to limit polluted discharges
originating from other states. Pollution
originating from any state can negatively af-
fect the public health and economy of the
other states that use Liake Michigan water.
Improving and preserving Lake Michigan’s
water quality are imperative to support the
many uses of its water; and

Whereas, despite provisions in the federal
Clean Water Act that prohibit degradation of
water quality, the Indiana Department of
Environmental Management approved, and
the United States Environmental Protection
Agency concurred with, a permit that allows
the British Petroleum (BP) refinery in Whit-
ing, Indiana, to increase significantly the
dumping of industrial pollutants into Lake
Michigan. These discharges threaten other
uses of Lake Michigan water and are incon-
sistent with regional efforts to clean up the
Great Lakes; and

Whereas, this decision sets a poor prece-
dent for the future. States could approve in-
creased pollution discharges to interstate
waters for industries that economically ben-
efit that state at the expense of other states
that rely on that water: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives,
That we urge the Congress of the United
States and the United States Environmental
Protection Agency to address the recent ap-
proval of increased pollution by British Pe-
troleum into the Great Lakes; and be it fur-
ther

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be
transmitted to the President of the United
States Senate, the Speaker of the United
States House of Representatives, the mem-
bers of the Michigan congressional delega-
tion, and the Administrator of the United
States Environmental Protection Agency.

POM-243. A resolution adopted by the
House of Representatives of the State of
Michigan urging Congress to enact H.R. 2927,
which responsibly balances achievable fuel
economy increases with important economic
and social concerns; to the Committee on
Environment and Public Works.

HOUSE RESOLUTION NoO. 165

Whereas, H.R. 2927 sets tough fuel economy
standards without off ramps or loopholes, by
requiring separate car and truck standards
to meet a total fleet fuel economy between
32 and 35 mpg by 2022—an increase of as
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much as 40 percent over current fuel econ-
omy standards—and requires vehicle fuel
economy to be increased to the maximum
feasible level in the years leading up to 2022;
and

Whereas, H.R. 2927, while challenging, will
provide automakers more reasonable lead
time to implement technology changes in
both the near and long term. Model year 2008
vehicles are already available today, and
product and manufacturing planning is done
through Model Year 2012. H.R. 2927 recog-
nizes the critical need for engineering lead
times necessary for manufacturers to make
significant changes to their fleets; and

Whereas, H.R. 2927 respects consumer
choice by protecting the important func-
tional differences between passenger cars
and light trucks/SUVs. Last year, 2006, was
the sixth year in a row that Americans
bought more trucks, minivans, and SUVs
than passenger cars, because they value at-
tributes such as passenger and cargo load ca-
pacity, four-wheel drive, and towing capa-
bility that most cars are not designed to pro-
vide; and

Whereas, while some would like fuel econ-
omy increases to be much more aggressive
and be implemented with much less lead
time, Corporate Average Fuel Economy
(CAFE) standards must be set at levels and
in time frames that do not impose economic
harm on the manufacturers, suppliers, deal-
ers, and others in the auto industry; and

Whereas, proponents of unrealistic and un-
attainable CAFE standards cite Europe’s 35
mpg fuel economy, without ever mentioning
Europe’s $6 per gallon gasoline prices, the
high sales of diesel vehicles, the high propor-
tion of Europeans driving manual trans-
mission vehicles (80 percent in Europe vs. 8
percent in the U.S.), the significant dif-
ferences in the size mix of vehicles, or that
trucks and SUVs are virtually nonexistent
among Europe households; and

Whereas, proponents of unreasonable
CAFE standards claim they will save con-
sumers billions, but they neglect to talk
about the upfront costs of such changes to
the manufacturers of meeting unduly strict
CAFE standards—more than $100 billion, ac-
cording to the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration—which will lead to
vehicle price increases of several thousand
dollars; and

Whereas, proponents of unrealistic CAFE
standards ignore the potential safety im-
pacts of downsized vehicles on America’s
highways and overlook the historical role
and critical importance of manufacturing
plants to our national and economic secu-
rity. They seem unconcerned about threats
to the 7.5 million jobs that are directly and
indirectly dependent on a vibrant auto in-
dustry in the United States. They also seem
unconcerned about maintaining CAFE rules
that require the continuance of small car
production in the United States; and

Whereas, H.R. 2927 is a reasonable bill that
balances a number of important public pol-
icy concerns. The bill represents a tough but
fair compromise that deserves serious con-
sideration and support: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives,
That we memorialize the United States Con-
gress to enact H.R. 2927, which responsibly
balances achievable fuel economy increases
with important economic and social con-
cerns, including consumer demand; and be it
further

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be
transmitted to the President of the United
States Senate, the Speaker of the United
States House of Representatives, and the
members of the Michigan congressional dele-
gation.

POM-244. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the State of Michigan urging Congress
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to extend the H2B returning worker exemp-
tion permanently; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

SENATE RESOLUTION NoO. 96

Whereas, seasonal workers are a key com-
ponent of our state’s and our nation’s tour-
ism and recreation industries. Annually,
thousands of young men and women use sea-
sonal employment to begin their journey on
the path to a career. Many tourism areas,
however, do not have the populations nec-
essary to fill all the seasonal jobs available.
In Michigan, for example, world-renowned
Mackinac Island hires up to 4,500 seasonal
workers each year. Its 500 year-around resi-
dents cannot begin to supply the workforce
necessary for peak-season employment lev-
els; and

Whereas, foreign workers supplement the
seasonal staff needs in a host of our tourism
and recreation destinations. Many of these
employees are in our country under the H2B
visa program; and

Whereas, all workers under the H2B visa
program are here legally, are tracked by the
federal government to ensure they are doing
the work their visa is intended for, and are
paid under federally prescribed wage scales;
and

Whereas, Congress took action to help al-
leviate problems with the H2B visa program
by capping the number of visas available at
66,000, but also exempting workers who al-
ready held an H2B visa. This action ensures
that there is enough of a workforce available
for those industries that depend on seasonal
workers; and

Whereas, there is a sunset in the law on
the federal level that would remove the re-
turning worker exemption. As of September
30, 2007, every returning worker will again be
considered a new worker and be forced to
apply under the 66,000 visa limit. This cap
had been reached for each of the previous few
years before Congress took action, just as
the national economy has surged and more
and more people are traveling. The cap also
distorted hiring patterns across the nation,
as employers are forced to put on workers
far beyond service needs to help assure that
they will have the employees they need when
their season begins; and

Whereas, legislation has been introduced in
Congress to revise the H2B visa program.
The measure would extend the H2B returning
worker exemption by removing the sunset
language from current law. Clearly, this is
an issue that needs prompt action: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate, That we memori-
alize the Congress of the United States to
continue exempting returning workers al-
lowed into this country under the H2B visa
program by passing H.R. 1843; and be it fur-
ther

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be
transmitted to the President of the United
States Senate, the Speaker of the United
States House of Representatives, and the
Michigan congressional delegation.

POM-245. A resolution adopted by the
House of Representatives of the State of
Michigan urging Congress to continue ex-
empting returning workers from the cap on
H2B visas; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

HOUSE RESOLUTION No. 183

Whereas, seasonal workers are an essential
component of the tourism and recreational
industries of our state and nation. Even
though thousands of young people use sea-
sonal employment to begin their journey on
the path to a career, many tourism areas do
not have the populations necessary to fill all
the seasonal jobs available. In Michigan, for
example, Mackinac Island hires up to 4,500
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seasonal workers each year. The island’s 500
year-round residents cannot supply the
workforce necessary for peak season employ-
ment levels; and

Whereas, foreign workers supplement the
seasonal staff needs in a host of our tourism
and recreation destinations. Many of these
employees are in our country under the H2B
visa program; and

Whereas, all workers under the H2B visa
program are here legally, are tracked by the
federal government to ensure they are doing
the work prescribed under their visa, and are
paid under federally prescribed wage scales;
and

Whereas, according to the Michigan Travel
Commission, the travel and tourism industry
is a $17.5 billion industry in the state of
Michigan, contributing $971 million annually
to the state treasury. This industry is de-
pendent upon seasonal workers in order to do
business; and

Whereas, recently, the Congress of the
United States took action to help alleviate
problems with the H2B visa program by cap-
ping the number of visas available at 66,000
but also exempting workers who already
have H2B visas. This action ensured that
there is enough of a workforce available for
those industries that depend on seasonal
workers; and

Whereas, currently, there is a sunset in the
law at the federal level that would remove
the returning worker exemption. As of Sep-
tember 30, 2007, every returning worker
would again be considered a new worker and
be forced to apply under the 66,000 visa limit.
This cap had been reached for each of the
previous few years before Congress took ac-
tion, just as the national economy has
surged and more and more people are trav-
eling. This cap also distorted hiring patterns
across the nation, as employers are forced to
put on workers far beyond service needs to
help assure that they will have the employ-
ees they need when their season begins; and

Whereas, legislation has been introduced in
the Congress of the United States to revise
the H2B visa program. The measure would
extend the H2B returning worker exemption
by removing the sunset language from cur-
rent law. Clearly, this is an issue that needs
prompt action: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives,
That we memorialize the Congress of the
United States to continue exempting return-
ing workers from the cap on H2B visas; and
be it further

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be
transmitted to the President of the United
States Senate, the Speaker of the United
States House of Representatives, and the
members of the Michigan congressional dele-
gation.

POM-246. A resolution adopted by the
House of Representatives of the State of
Michigan urging Congress to reestablish
medical care for certain veterans whose in-
come and disability status disqualified them
for medical care as of January 17, 2003; to the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

HOUSE RESOLUTION No. 175

Whereas, we have been at war for nearly
six years since the September 11th terrorist
attacks on our soil. During this time, Amer-
ican military personnel have served around
the world in combat. The wounds and ill-
nesses that they may endure as the result of
this service in our defense could affect them
for a lifetime. It is our responsibility as a na-
tion to honor their service and sacrifice by
doing all we can to restore their health and
opportunities in civilian life; and

Whereas, beginning January 17, 2003, vet-
erans with income above certain levels and
who have no service-connected disability
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have been ineligible for Department of Vet-
erans Affairs (VA) medical care. These Pri-
ority 8 category veterans may lack other
sources of health care, and so ineligibility
for VA health care could be a threat to their
long-term health. Even veterans without evi-
dent war-related injuries or illnesses could
have hidden health issues that can evolve
into serious problems. Infections or viruses
from serving in foreign lands might not re-
veal themselves until later in life. In addi-
tion, veterans with combat wounds such as
traumatic brain injury (TSI) from blast ef-
fects or post-traumatic stress disorder
(PTSD) may not display symptoms for years.
Without early access to the VA healthcare
system, veterans may not have the benefits
of medical monitoring and early interven-
tion in developing health issues; and

Whereas, Congress has before it two bills
that would restore VA eligibility to these
Priority 8 veterans under current standards
with income levels too high and no service-
connected disability. In the House of Rep-
resentatives, HR 463 would restore this eligi-
bility, while in the Senate, S 1147 has been
introduced. We owe it to our veterans to act
on this legislation to ensure that any long-
term problems that may not be currently
evident can be identified and treated in a
timely manner. Providing quality health
care is part of our duty as a nation to our
veterans, and there is no excuse for failing to
right this mistake: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives,
That we memorialize the United States Con-
gress to reestablish medical care for certain
veterans whose income and disability status
disqualified them for Department of Vet-
erans Affairs medical care as of January 17,
2003; and be it further

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be
transmitted to the President of the United
States Senate, the Speaker of the United
States House of Representatives, and the
members of the Michigan congressional dele-
gation.

————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. LEAHY, from the Committee on
the Judiciary, with an amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute and an amendment to
the title:

S. 1845. A bill to provide for limitations in
certain communications between the Depart-
ment of Justice and the White House Office
relating to civil and criminal investigations,
and for other purposes (Rept. No. 110-203).

————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. INHOFE:

S. 2216. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend the Indian em-
ployment credit and the depreciation rules
for property used predominantly within an
Indian reservation; read the first time.

By Mr. INHOFE (for himself and Mr.
ROBERTS):

S. 2217. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend the taxable in-
come limit on percentage depletion for oil
and natural gas produced from marginal
properties; read the first time.

By Mr. ROBERTS:

S. 2218. A bill to provide for the award of a

military service medal to members of the
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Armed Forces who were exposed to ionizing
radiation as a result of participation in a
test of atomic weapons; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr.
AKAKA, Ms. STABENOW, Mrs. BOXER,
and Mr. OBAMA):

S. 2219. A Dbill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to deliver a meaningful
benefit and lower prescription drug prices
under the Medicare Program; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. AKAKA (for himself,
INOUYE, and Mr. MARTINEZ):

S. 2220. A bill to amend the Outdoor Recre-
ation Act of 1963 to authorize certain appro-
priations; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself and
Mr. SPECTER):

S. 2221. A Dbill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to provide for the re-
porting of sales price data for implantable
medical devices; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

Mr.

————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 507
At the request of Mr. CONRAD, the
names of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. COLEMAN) and the Senator from
California (Mrs. BOXER) were added as
cosponsors of S. 507, a bill to amend
title XVIII of the Social Security Act
to provide for reimbursement of cer-
tified midwife services and to provide
for more equitable reimbursement
rates for certified nurse-midwife serv-
ices.
S. 719
At the request of Mr. LAUTENBERG,
the name of the Senator from New
York (Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 719, a bill to amend sec-
tion 10501 of title 49, United States
Code, to exclude solid waste disposal
from the jurisdiction of the Surface
Transportation Board.
S. 940
At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 940, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to perma-
nently extend the subpart F exemption
for active financing income.
S. 961
At the request of Mr. NELSON of Ne-
braska, the name of the Senator from
New Hampshire (Mr. SUNUNU) was
added as a cosponsor of S. 961, a bill to
amend title 46, United States Code, to
provide benefits to certain individuals
who served in the United States mer-
chant marine (including the Army
Transport Service and the Naval
Transport Service) during World War
II, and for other purposes.
S. 972
At the request of Mr. LAUTENBERG,
the name of the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. DoDD) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 972, a bill to provide for
the reduction of adolescent pregnancy,
HIV rates, and other sexually trans-
mitted diseases, and for other purposes.
S. 982
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, her
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
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