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Over the past several months I have
received many letters from hospitals,
consumer groups, employers, health
and welfare funds, and health care
journalists about the secrecy that the
medical device industry is trying to
impose around pricing for implantable
medical devices, pacemakers, hip and
knee replacements, which hospitals
purchase. Hospitals are being told they
can’t share pricing information with
any ‘‘third parties,”” that would include
patients, physicians, auditors, and con-
sultants. The hospitals are not the ul-
timate payers. The payers are patients
and those who provide health insurance
coverage, which includes small busi-
nesses, large employers, and local,
State, and Federal Government pro-
grams. But the hospitals are the ones
who have the role of negotiating fair
pricing on behalf of the patients and
other payers.

A New York hospital stated in a let-
ter to me that many hospitals, pa-
tients, communities and Federal agen-
cies are ‘‘prevented from participating
in an open and fair marketplace—cul-
minating in inflated pricing and less
than optimal cost effective health
care.” This hospital said that it has an
annual health care supplies spend of
approximately $300 million, and al-
though the implantable items such as
cardiac pacemakers and orthopedic im-
plants represent only 3 percent of the
total items the hospital buys, the ex-
penditures are close to 40 percent of
the total spend. Moreover, these de-
vices are characterized by annual cost
increases of from 8 percent to 15 per-
cent. Since national sales of implant
able devices are approximately $65 bil-
lion annually, with an expected growth
in utilization of close to 20 percent, the
potential of adding 8 to 15 percent an-
nual price increases to the expendi-
tures clearly demands attention.

A smaller health system in Jackson,
MS, reports savings in 2006 of more
than $10 million because it was able to
get detailed objective and measurable
information that neutralized the argu-
ments from the vendors who were tell-
ing them that they were getting the
best price. The National Partnership
for Women and Families told me that
consumers can learn more about the
quality and price of a car than they
can about these medical devices that
are implanted in the body. The Pacific
Business Group on Health, a collection
of 50 of the Nation’s largest purchasers
of health care who spend billions of
dollars annually to provide health care
coverage to more than 3 million em-
ployees, retirees and dependents, also
wrote to me that the critical strategy
for improving the quality of our Na-
tion’s health care system is increasing
its transparency.

The Transparency in Medical Device
Pricing Act of 2007 would require med-
ical device manufacturers, as a condi-
tion of receiving direct or indirect pay-
ments under Medicare, Medicaid, and
SCHIP, to submit to the Secretary of
Health and Human Services, on a quar-
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terly basis, data on average and me-
dian sales prices for all implantable
medical devices used in inpatient and
outpatient procedures. Manufacturers
would be subject to civil monetary pen-
alties from $10,000 to $100,000 for failure
to report or for misrepresentation of
price data. The data would be available
to the public on the website of the cen-
ters for Medicare and Medicaid Serv-
ices.

Senator GRASSLEY and I believe this
bill will improve the overall quality
and efficiency of our health care sys-
tem and will help ensure that health
care programs administered or spon-
sored by the Federal Government, in
particular, promote quality and effi-
cient delivery of health care through 1.
the use of health information tech-
nology; 2. transparency regarding
health care quality and price; and 3.
better incentives for those involved in
these programs—physicians, hospitals,
and beneficiaries. By making impor-
tant information available in a readily
useable manner and in collaboration
with similar initiatives in the private
sector and nonfederal public sector, we
can help control government spending
on health care. The rising cost of
health care and health insurance is a
problem for consumers, small business
owners, large employers and union
health and welfare funds. This bill says
that if you want to do business with
the Federal Government, you have got
to show us your prices.

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 3449. Mr. DURBIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 3404 proposed by Mr. SCHUMER (for him-
self and Mrs. HUTCHISON) to the amendment
SA 3325 proposed by Mr. HARKIN (for himself
and Mr. SPECTER) to the bill H.R. 3043, mak-
ing appropriations for the Departments of
Labor, Health and Human Services, and Edu-
cation, and related agencies for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2008, and for other
purposes.

SA 3450. Mr. HARKIN (for Mr. DEMINT)
proposed an amendment to amendment SA
3325 proposed by Mr. HARKIN (for himself and
Mr. SPECTER) to the bill H.R. 3043, supra.

————
TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 3449. Mr. DURBIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 3404 proposed by Mr.
SCHUMER (for himself and Mrs.
HUTCHISON) to the amendment SA 3325
proposed by Mr. HARKIN (for himself
and Mr. SPECTER) to the bill H.R. 3043,
making appropriations for the Depart-
ments of Labor, Health and Human
Services, and Education, and related
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2008, and for other purposes;
as follows:

On page 2 of the amendment, after line 11,
insert the following:

SEC. 522. (a) FEE FOR RECAPTURE OF UNUSED
EMPLOYMENT-BASED IMMIGRANT VISAS.—Sec-
tion 106(d) of the American Competitiveness
in the Twenty-first Century Act of 2000 (Pub-
lic Law 106-313; 8 U.S.C. 1153 note), as amend-
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ed by section 521, is further amended by add-
ing at the end the following:

“(b) FEE FOR RECAPTURE OF UNUSED EM-
PLOYMENT-BASED IMMIGRANT VISAS.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Home-
land Security shall impose a fee upon each
petitioning employer who uses a visa recap-
tured from fiscal years 1996 and 1997 under
this subsection to provide employment for
an alien as a professional nurse, provided
that—

‘(i) such fee shall be in the amount of
$1,600 for each such alien nurse (but not for
dependents accompanying or following to
join who are not professional nurses); and

‘‘(ii) no fee shall be imposed for the use of
such visas if the employer demonstrates to
the Secretary that—

““(I) the employer is a health care facility
that is located in a county or parish that re-
ceived individual and public assistance pur-
suant to Major Disaster Declaration number
1603 or 1607; or

‘“(IT) the employer is a health care facility
that has been designated as a Health Profes-
sional Shortage Area facility by the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services as de-
fined in section 332 of the Public Health
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 254e).

‘““(B) FEE COLLECTION.—A fee imposed by
the Secretary of Homeland Security pursu-
ant to this paragraph shall be collected by
the Secretary as a condition of approval of
an application for adjustment of status by
the beneficiary of a petition or by the Sec-
retary of State as a condition of issuance of
a visa to such beneficiary.”.

(b) CAPITATION GRANTS TO INCREASE THE
NUMBER OF NURSING FACULTY AND STUDENTS;
DOMESTIC NURSING ENHANCEMENT ACCOUNT.—
Part D of title VIII of the Public Health
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 296p et seq.) is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following:

“SEC. 832. CAPITATION GRANTS.

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—For the purpose de-
scribed in subsection (b), the Secretary, act-
ing through the Health Resources and Serv-
ices Administration, shall award a grant
each fiscal year in an amount determined in
accordance with subsection (¢) to each eligi-
ble school of nursing that submits an appli-
cation in accordance with this section.

““(b) PURPOSE.—A funding agreement for a
grant under this section is that the eligible
school of nursing involved will expend the
grant to increase the number of nursing fac-
ulty and students at the school, including by
hiring new faculty, retaining current fac-
ulty, purchasing educational equipment and
audiovisual laboratories, enhancing clinical
laboratories, repairing and expanding infra-
structure, or recruiting students.

““(c) GRANT COMPUTATION.—

‘(1) AMOUNT PER STUDENT.—Subject to
paragraph (2), the amount of a grant to an el-
igible school of nursing under this section
for a fiscal year shall be the total of the fol-
lowing:

““(A) $1,800 for each full-time or part-time
student who is enrolled at the school in a
graduate program in nursing that—

‘(i) leads to a master’s degree, a doctoral
degree, or an equivalent degree; and

‘‘(ii) prepares individuals to serve as fac-
ulty through additional course work in edu-
cation and ensuring competency in an ad-
vanced practice area.

‘“(B) $1,405 for each full-time or part-time
student who—

‘‘(i) is enrolled at the school in a program
in nursing leading to a bachelor of science
degree, a bachelor of nursing degree, a grad-
uate degree in nursing if such program does
not meet the requirements of subparagraph
(A), or an equivalent degree; and

‘‘(ii) has not more than 3 years of academic
credits remaining in the program.
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“(C) $966 for each full-time or part-time
student who is enrolled at the school in a
program in nursing leading to an associate
degree in nursing or an equivalent degree.

“4(2) LIMITATION.—In calculating the
amount of a grant to a school under para-
graph (1), the Secretary may not make a
payment with respect to a particular stu-
dent—

“(A) for more than 2 fiscal years in the
case of a student described in paragraph
(1)(A) who is enrolled in a graduate program
in nursing leading to a master’s degree or an
equivalent degree;

“(B) for more than 4 fiscal years in the
case of a student described in paragraph
(1)(A) who is enrolled in a graduate program
in nursing leading to a doctoral degree or an
equivalent degree;

“(C) for more than 3 fiscal years in the
case of a student described in paragraph
(1)(B); or

(D) for more than 2 fiscal years in the
case of a student described in paragraph
1)(©).

‘(d) ELIGIBILITY.—In this section, the term
‘eligible school of nursing’ means a school of
nursing that—

‘(1) is accredited by a nursing accrediting
agency recognized by the Secretary of Edu-
cation;

‘“(2) has a passage rate on the National
Council Licensure Examination for Reg-
istered Nurses of not less than 80 percent for
each of the 3 academic years preceding sub-
mission of the grant application; and

‘“(3) has a graduation rate (based on the
number of students in a class who graduate
relative to, for a baccalaureate program, the
number of students who were enrolled in the
class at the beginning of junior year or, for
an associate degree program, the number of
students who were enrolled in the class at
the end of the first year) of not less than 80
percent for each of the 3 academic years pre-
ceding submission of the grant application.

‘‘(e) REQUIREMENTS.—The Secretary may
award a grant under this section to an eligi-
ble school of nursing only if the school gives
assurances satisfactory to the Secretary
that, for each academic year for which the
grant is awarded, the school will comply
with the following:

‘(1) The school will maintain a passage
rate on the National Council Licensure Ex-
amination for Registered Nurses of not less
than 80 percent.

‘“(2) The school will maintain a graduation
rate (as described in subsection (d)(3)) of not
less than 80 percent.

“(3)(A) Subject to subparagraphs (B) and
(C), the first-year enrollment of full-time
nursing students in the school will exceed
such enrollment for the preceding academic
year by 5 percent or 5 students, whichever is
greater.

‘“(B) Subparagraph (A) shall not apply to
the first academic year for which a school re-
ceives a grant under this section.

“(C) With respect to any academic year,
the Secretary may waive application of sub-
paragraph (A) if—

‘(i) the physical facilities at the school in-
volved limit the school from enrolling addi-
tional students; or

‘‘(ii) the school has increased enrollment in
the school (as described in subparagraph (A))
for each of the 2 preceding academic years.

‘“(4) Not later than 1 year after receiving a
grant under this section, the school will for-
mulate and implement a plan to accomplish
at least 2 of the following:

‘“(A) Establishing or significantly expand-
ing an accelerated baccalaureate degree
nursing program designed to graduate new
nurses in 12 to 18 months.

“(B) Establishing cooperative
intradisciplinary education among schools of
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nursing with a view toward shared use of
technological resources, including informa-
tion technology.

‘“(C) Establishing cooperative interdiscipli-
nary training between schools of nursing and
schools of allied health, medicine, dentistry,
osteopathy, optometry, podiatry, pharmacy,
public health, or veterinary medicine, in-
cluding training for the use of the inter-
disciplinary team approach to the delivery of
health services.

“(D) Integrating core competencies on evi-
dence-based practice, quality improvements,
and patient-centered care.

‘“(E) Increasing admissions, enrollment,
and retention of qualified individuals who
are financially disadvantaged.

“(F) Increasing enrollment of minority and
diverse student populations.

‘(G) Increasing enrollment of new grad-
uate baccalaureate nursing students in grad-
uate programs that educate nurse faculty
members.

“(H) Developing post-baccalaureate resi-
dency programs to prepare nurses for prac-
tice in specialty areas where nursing short-
ages are most severe.

‘“(I) Increasing integration of geriatric
content into the core curriculum.

“(J) Partnering with economically dis-
advantaged communities to provide nursing
education.

“(K) Expanding the ability of nurse man-
aged health centers to provide clinical edu-
cation training sites to nursing students.

““(5) The school will submit an annual re-
port to the Secretary that includes updated
information on the school with respect to
student enrollment, student retention, grad-
uation rates, passage rates on the National
Council Licensure Examination for Reg-
istered Nurses, the number of graduates em-
ployed as nursing faculty or nursing care
providers within 12 months of graduation,
and the number of students who are accepted
into graduate programs for further nursing
education.

“(6) The school will allow the Secretary to
make on-site inspections, and will comply
with the Secretary’s requests for informa-
tion, to determine the extent to which the
school is complying with the requirements of
this section.

‘“(f) REPORTS TO CONGRESS.—The Secretary
shall evaluate the results of grants under
this section and submit to Congress—

‘(1) not later than 18 months after the date
of the enactment of this section, an interim
report on such results; and

‘(2) not later than September 30, 2010, a
final report on such results.

‘‘(g) APPLICATION.—An eligible school of
nursing seeking a grant under this section
shall submit an application to the Secretary
at such time, in such manner, and con-
taining such information and assurances as
the Secretary may require.

““(h) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
In addition to the amounts in the Domestic
Nursing Enhancement Account, established
under section 833, there are authorized to be
appropriated such sums as may be necessary
to carry out this section.

“SEC. 833. DOMESTIC NURSING ENHANCEMENT
ACCOUNT.

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
in the general fund of the Treasury a sepa-
rate account which shall be known as the
‘Domestic Nursing Enhancement Account.’
Notwithstanding any other provision of law,
there shall be deposited as offsetting receipts
into the account all fees collected under sec-
tion 106(d)(5) of the American Competitive-
ness in the Twenty-first Century Act of 2000
(Public Law 106-313; 8 U.S.C. 1153 note).
Nothing in this subsection shall prohibit the
depositing of other moneys into the account
established under this section.
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‘““(b) USE orF FUNDS.—Amounts collected
under section 106(d)(5) of the American Com-
petitiveness in the Twenty-first Century Act
of 2000, and deposited into the account estab-
lished under subsection (a) shall be used by
the Secretary of Health and Human Services
to carry out section 832. Such amounts shall
be available for obligation only to the ex-
tent, and in the amount, provided in advance
in appropriations Acts. Such amounts are
authorized to remain available until ex-
pended.”.

(¢) GLOBAL HEALTH CARE COOPERATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Title III of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1401 et
seq.) is amended by inserting after section
317 the following:

“SEC. 317A. TEMPORARY ABSENCE OF ALIENS
PROVIDING HEALTH CARE IN DE-
VELOPING COUNTRIES.

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of this Act, the Secretary of
Homeland Security shall allow an eligible
alien and the spouse or child of such alien to
reside in a candidate country during the pe-
riod that the eligible alien is working as a
physician or other health care worker in a
candidate country. During such period the
eligible alien and such spouse or child shall
be considered—

‘(1) to be physically present and residing
in the United States for purposes of natu-
ralization under section 316(a); and

‘“(2) to meet the continuous residency re-
quirements under section 316(b).

“‘(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) CANDIDATE COUNTRY.—The term ‘can-
didate country’ means a country that the
Secretary of State determines to be—

‘‘(A) eligible for assistance from the Inter-
national Development Association, in which
the per capita income of the country is equal
to or less than the historical ceiling of the
International Development Association for
the applicable fiscal year, as defined by the
International Bank for Reconstruction and
Development;

“(B) classified as a lower middle income
country in the then most recent edition of
the World Development Report for Recon-
struction and Development published by the
International Bank for Reconstruction and
Development and having an income greater
than the historical ceiling for International
Development Association eligibility for the
applicable fiscal year; or

“(C) qualified to be a candidate country
due to special circumstances, including nat-
ural disasters or public health emergencies.

‘“(2) ELIGIBLE ALIEN.—The term ‘eligible
alien’ means an alien who—

““(A) has been lawfully admitted to the
United States for permanent residence; and

‘““(B) is a physician or other healthcare
worker.

‘“(c) CONSULTATION.—The Secretary of
Homeland Security shall consult with the
Secretary of State in carrying out this sec-
tion.

‘‘(d) PUBLICATION.—The Secretary of State
shall publish—

‘(1) not later than 180 days after the date
of the enactment of this section, a list of
candidate countries;

‘(2) an updated version of the list required
by paragraph (1) not less often than once
each year; and

‘(3) an amendment to the list required by
paragraph (1) at the time any country quali-
fies as a candidate country due to special cir-
cumstances under subsection (b)(1)(C).”".

(2) RULEMAKING.—

(A) REQUIREMENT.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Homeland Security shall
promulgate regulations to carry out the
amendments made by this subsection.

(B) CONTENT.—The regulations promul-
gated pursuant to paragraph (1) shall—
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(i) permit an eligible alien (as defined in
section 317A of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act, as added by paragraph (1)) and the
spouse or child of the eligible alien to reside
in a foreign country to work as a physician
or other healthcare worker as described in
subsection (a) of such section 317A for not
less than a 12-month period and not more
than a 24-month period, and shall permit the
Secretary to extend such period for an addi-
tional period not to exceed 12 months, if the
Secretary determines that such country has
a continuing need for such a physician or
other healthcare worker;

(ii) provide for the issuance of documents
by the Secretary to such eligible alien, and
such spouse or child, if appropriate, to dem-
onstrate that such eligible alien, and such
spouse or child, if appropriate, is authorized
to reside in such country under such section
317A; and

(iii) provide for an expedited process
through which the Secretary shall review ap-
plications for such an eligible alien to reside
in a foreign country pursuant to subsection
(a) of such section 317A if the Secretary of
State determines a country is a candidate
country pursuant to subsection (b)(1)(C) of
such section 317A.

(3) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS.—

(A) DEFINITION.—Section 101(a)(13)(C)(i) of
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8
U.S.C. 1101(a)(13)(C)(ii)) is amended by adding
at the end the following: ‘‘except in the case
of an eligible alien, or the spouse or child of
such alien, who is authorized to be absent
from the United States under section 317A,”.

(B) DOCUMENTARY REQUIREMENTS.—Section
211(b) of such Act (8 U.S.C. 1181(b)) is amend-
ed by inserting ‘‘, including an eligible alien
authorized to reside in a foreign country
under section 317A and the spouse or child of

such eligible alien, if appropriate,” after
“101(a)(2T)(A),”.
©) INELIGIBLE ALIENS.—Section

212(a)(M(A)E)T) of such Act (8 U.S.C.

1182(a)(M(A)(A)(T)) is amended by inserting

‘“‘other than an eligible alien authorized to

reside in a foreign country under section

317A and the spouse or child of such eligible
alien, if appropriate,’” after ‘“‘Act,”.

(D) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents of such Act is amended by inserting
after the item relating to section 317 the fol-
lowing:

“Sec. 317A. Temporary absence of aliens
providing health care in devel-
oping countries.”’.

(4) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services
such sums as may be necessary to carry out
this subsection and the amendments made
by this subsection.

(d) ATTESTATION BY HEALTH CARE WORK-
ERS.—

(1) ATTESTATION REQUIREMENT.—Section
212(a)(b) of the Immigration and Nationality
Act (8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(b)) is amended by adding
at the end the following:

‘“(E) HEALTH CARE WORKERS WITH OTHER OB-
LIGATIONS.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—An alien who seeks to
enter the United States for the purpose of
performing labor as a physician or other
health care worker is inadmissible unless the
alien submits to the Secretary of Homeland
Security or the Secretary of State, as appro-
priate, an attestation that the alien is not
seeking to enter the United States for such
purpose during any period in which the alien
has an outstanding obligation to the govern-
ment of the alien’s country of origin or the
alien’s country of residence.

‘‘(ii) OBLIGATION DEFINED.—In this subpara-
graph, the term ‘obligation’ means an obliga-
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tion incurred as part of a valid, voluntary in-
dividual agreement in which the alien re-
ceived financial assistance to defray the
costs of education or training to qualify as a
physician or other health care worker in
consideration for a commitment to work as
a physician or other health care worker in
the alien’s country of origin or the alien’s
country of residence.

¢‘(iii) WAIVER.—The Secretary of Homeland
Security may waive a finding of inadmis-
sibility under clause (i) if the Secretary de-
termines that—

‘“(I) the obligation was incurred by coer-
cion or other improper means;

‘“(IT) the alien and the government of the
country to which the alien has an out-
standing obligation have reached a valid,
voluntary agreement, pursuant to which the
alien’s obligation has been deemed satisfied,
or the alien has shown to the satisfaction of
the Secretary that the alien has been unable
to reach such an agreement because of coer-
cion or other improper means; or

‘“(IIT) the obligation should not be enforced
due to other extraordinary circumstances,
including undue hardship that would be suf-
fered by the alien in the absence of a waiv-
er.”.

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE; APPLICATION.—

(A) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by paragraph (1) shall take effect on
the date that is 180 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act.

(B) APPLICATION BY THE SECRETARY.—Not
later than the effective date described in
subparagraph (A), the Secretary of Homeland
Security shall begin to carry out subpara-
graph (E) of section 212(a)(5) of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act, as added by para-
graph (1), including the requirement for the
attestation and the granting of a waiver de-
scribed in clause (iii) of such subparagraph
(BE), regardless of whether regulations to im-
plement such subparagraph have been pro-
mulgated.

SA 3450. Mr. HARKIN (for Mr.
DEMINT) proposed an amendment to
amendment SA 3325 proposed by Mr.
HARKIN (for himself and Mr. SPECTER)
to the bill H.R. 3043, making appropria-
tions for the Departments of Labor,
Health and Human Services, and Edu-
cation, and related agencies for the fis-
cal year ending September 30, 2008, and
for other purposes; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . None of the funds made avail-
able under this Act may be used to purchase
first class or premium airline travel that
would not be consistent with sections 301-
10.123 and 301-10.124 of title 41 of the Code of
Federal Regulations.

————————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to hold a
hearing during the session of the Sen-
ate on Tuesday, October 23, 2007, at 10
a.m., in room 253 of the Russell Senate
Office Building.

This hearing will examine the Sur-
face Transportation Board’s recent and
ongoing efforts related to the commer-
cial regulation of railroads, including
rulemakings and recent cases. Wit-
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nesses will provide their perspectives
on the STB and its effectiveness in bal-
ancing the commercial needs of rail-
roads and their customers and will pro-
vide an update on the Government Ac-
countability Office 2006 report review-
ing the freight railroad industry.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to hold a
hearing during the session of the Sen-
ate on Tuesday, October 23, 2007, at 2:30
p.m., in room 253 of the Russell Senate
Office Building.

The hearing is on the nomination of
Mr. Todd J. Zinser, Inspector General—
Designate, United States Department
of Commerce; Mr. Robert Clarke
Brown, Member of the Board of Direc-
tors—Designate, Metropolitan Wash-
ington Airports Authority; Mr. Carl B.
Kress, Commissioner—Designate, Fed-
eral Maritime Commission; and Mr. A.
Paul Anderson, Commissioner (Re-
appointment), Federal Maritime Com-
mission.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC

WORKS

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public
Works be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Tuesday,
October 23, 2007 at 10 a.m. in room 406
of the Dirksen Senate Office Building
in order to hold a hearing entitled,
“Examining the human health impacts
of global warming.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,

AND PENSIONS

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions be authorized to hold a
hearing entitled “EEOICPA: Is the Pro-
gram Claimant Friendly for Our Cold
War Heroes?’’ during the session of the
Senate on Tuesday, October 23, 2007 at
10 a.m. in room 430 of the Dirksen Sen-
ate office building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Tuesday, October 23, 2007, at 10 a.m.
in order to conduct a hearing entitled
“Six Years After Anthrax: Are We Bet-
ter Prepared to Respond to Bioter-
rorism?”’

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the Select
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