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Michael Murphy, who was posthumously 
awarded the Medal of Honor this week and I 
was not present in the House chamber to vote 
on rollcall 994. 

I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall 994 had 
I been present. 
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JOSHUA OMVIG VETERANS 
SUICIDE PREVENTION ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 23, 2007 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
strong support of H.R. 327, the Joshua Omvig 
Veterans Suicide Prevention Act. As an origi-
nal cosponsor who voted for its passage in the 
House earlier this year, I am pleased that this 
bill has passed both the House and the Sen-
ate. I look forward to sending this bill to the 
President with such overwhelming support. 

H.R. 327 will expand awareness of the seri-
ous problem of suicide among veterans suf-
fering from PTSD and of the special needs of 
veterans at high risk for depression. Further-
more, it would develop and implement a pro-
gram that would include mandatory training for 
professionals who interact with veterans, 
screening for suicide risk factors, counseling 
and treatment for at-risk veterans, and 24-hour 
veterans’ mental health care availability. 

It is a sad reality that we as a Nation must 
face once again the repercussions of war, and 
it is equally tragic that we are forced to ac-
knowledge where our system has failed our 
servicemembers and veterans. I will continue 
to work with my colleagues to forge solutions 
in correcting our military care structure to en-
sure they receive the care that they earned 
and deserve. 

Mr. Speaker, passing this bill is one way to 
correct what is wrong with the current system. 
May we all recognize the service of those who 
have selflessly given to our country, especially 
those brave men and women who are serving 
today around the world. I know you join me in 
praying for their safe and quick return home. 
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IN PRAISE OF THE TRANS-
ATLANTIC LEGISLATORS’ DIA-
LOGUE MEETINGS HELD EAR-
LIER THIS MONTH IN LAS 
VEGAS, NEVADA 

HON. TOM LANTOS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 24, 2007 

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, I would like 
to call the attention of my colleagues in the 
Congress to a highly successful meeting of 
the Transatlantic Legislators’ Dialogue (TLD) 
that was held in Las Vegas from October 5– 
8, 2007. The United States delegation is cur-
rently benefiting from the excellent leadership 
of Chairwoman SHELLEY BERKLEY, the 
gentlelady from Nevada. She worked tirelessly 
to make this meeting a great success and in-
troduced her European guests to the fine city 
of Las Vegas that she represents. 

Chairwoman BERKLEY first became a mem-
ber of the TLD in April 2006, served as its 

vice-chair in December 2006, and took the 
reins during the new Congress in 2007. She 
has long been an advocate for transatlantic re-
lations. She is ably joined by her Republican 
vice-chairman, Representative CLIFF STEARNS 
from Florida, who also has a history of Euro-
pean engagement. 

The TLD constitutes the formal response of 
the European Parliament and the U.S. Con-
gress to the commitment in the New Trans-
atlantic Agenda (NTA) of 1995 to enhance 
parliamentary ties between the European 
Union and the United States. Building on the 
existing interparliamentary relationship, the 
TLD includes bi-annual meetings between 
American and European legislators that ad-
dress topics of mutual interest with a view to 
fostering an ongoing dialogue and enhancing 
the level of transatlantic discourse. 

The most recent session in Nevada focused 
on a wide range of foreign policy challenges, 
including the Middle East, Kosovo, Russia, 
and China. Another session focused on regu-
latory initiatives being addressed under the 
auspices of the newly established Trans-
atlantic Economic Council in which legislators 
are involved for the first time in administration 
discussions regarding more effective regula-
tion. 

I particularly welcomed Representative 
BERKLEY’s initiative to place anti-Semitism on 
the TLD agenda for the first time ever, as this 
issue must be seriously addressed by legisla-
tors on both sides of the Atlantic. The dele-
gates also discussed the growing challenge of 
climate change. In addition, Representative 
BERKLEY showed her European counterparts a 
wide range of issues facing her constituency, 
bringing the delegation to Nellis Air Force 
Base to view military training facilities and ar-
ranging a briefing on Department of Energy 
plans to establish a safe repository for nuclear 
waste at Yucca Mountain. 

I commend Chairwoman BERKLEY for the 
energy that she has brought to the Trans-
atlantic Legislators’ Dialogue, as well as the 
outstanding job she did organizing a produc-
tive and informative session in Nevada. Her 
attention to detail was remarkable as were her 
efforts to be a hospitable and thoughtful host-
ess, including inviting European consuls to at-
tend evening events and renowned speakers 
to make opening remarks during meeting ses-
sions. Chairwoman BERKLEY is an excellent 
ambassador of American goodwill towards the 
European Union, and I am deeply grateful for 
the outstanding work she has done as leader 
of the American delegation of the TLD. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to enter into 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD the joint state-
ment that was agreed upon by American and 
European legislators at the 63rd meeting of 
the TLD in Las Vegas. It highlights the rich 
agenda of this meeting, as well as the numer-
ous areas in which there was strong agree-
ment across the Atlantic. 
TRANSATLANTIC LEGISLATORS’ DIALOGUE 63RD MEET-

ING OF DELEGATIONS FROM THE UNITED STATES AND 
THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT—JOINT STATEMENT 
We, Members of the European Parliament 

and the United States House of Representa-
tives, held our 63rd interparliamentary meet-
ing (Transatlantic Legislators’ Dialogue) in 
Las Vegas, Nevada on 5–8 October 2007. 

Building on the joint statement issued fol-
lowing our last meeting in Charleston on 1– 
3 December 2006, we stressed the importance 
of regular dialogue on a range of political, 
social and economic issues that affect all of 

our citizens. We agreed to report back to our 
parent bodies on the content and outcome of 
our discussions, particularly in the areas 
where joint efforts are likely to result in 
positive outcomes. 

We agreed that legislators on both sides of 
the Atlantic should increase dialogue and 
consultation amongst themselves in order to 
prevent possible conflicts of legislation. Di-
rect and timely contacts between specialist 
committees from Congress and the European 
Parliament—such as those that have oc-
curred in recent months within the TLD 
framework—have been valuable means of en-
hancing cooperation; the exchange of infor-
mation should be continued and enhanced. 
The European delegation welcomed the invi-
tation from the U.S. House Subcommittee on 
Horticulture and Organic Agriculture to dis-
cuss agricultural issues and organic farming 
in greater detail. 

We examined a wide array of foreign policy 
issues, agreeing that joint action by the 
United States and the European Union is the 
most effective way to approach problems 
that affect both sides ofthe Atlantic. We had 
a stimulating discussion led by Ambassador 
Dennis Ross on the myriad of challenges in 
the Middle East, particularly regarding the 
nuclear threat posed by Iran and efforts to 
further the peace process in the region. We 
discussed the future status of Kosovo, in-
cluding the importance of maintaining peace 
and stability in the Balkans. We expressed 
concerns about worrying developments in 
Russia’s domestic and foreign policies and 
agreed to discuss these issues in greater de-
tail at our next session. 

We assessed our economic and political re-
lations with China, emphasizing the impor-
tance of toy and product safety as well as 
the need for transparency in China’s finan-
cial and business practices. In particular, we 
called on China to play a greater role in pro-
moting a peaceful resolution to the ongoing 
conflict and particularly to the current vio-
lent crackdown in Burma. We also called 
upon China to assist in solving the horrific 
humanitarian crisis in Darfur. 

During the dialogue we explored the cur-
rent status of anti-Semitism, anti-discrimi-
nation, race hate and civil liberties in the 
United States and Europe. Abe Foxman of 
the Anti-Defamation League provided an 
overview of the current situation. We agreed 
to continue our open discussion about these 
issues at future meetings as well as to ad-
dress them within the United States and EU 
Member States. 

We discussed climate change following an 
informative presentation by Michael Totten 
of Conservation International. We agreed to 
continue exchanging strategies for com-
bating the environmental challenges con-
fronting our planet. 

We also: 1. had a briefing at Nellis Air 
Force Base and visited the facility des-
ignated for training American and coalition 
military personnel; we also saw a presen-
tation about the Thunderbird pilots and 
viewed the F–22 fighter plane. 

2. heard a briefing by the United States De-
partment of Energy regarding its plans to es-
tablish a safe repository for nuclear waste at 
Yucca Mountain as well as concerns summa-
rized by the Nevada Agency for Nuclear 
Projects. 

We welcomed the establishment of a Trans-
atlantic Economic Council (TEC) at the 
April 2007 EU–US Summit. We agreed that 
the TEC initiative should be characterized 
by transparency and consultation of stake-
holders: legislators, consumers, and pro-
ducers should be informed in a comprehen-
sive and timely manner by the EU and US 
executive bodies on the advancement of ac-
tivities as well as the definition of priorities 
for future work. The establishment of the 
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Text Box
CORRECTION

December 19, 2007, Congressional Record
Correction To Page E2230
On Page E2230, October 24, 2007, the following appeared: Mr. LANGEVIN. Madam Speaker, I rise


The online version should be corrected to read: Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
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