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helped you on the issue that is of the
greatest concern to you. It is going to
help millions of Americans, parents
and students around this country, af-
ford higher education, afford the cost
of college.

We have had tremendous legislative
success. As you have talked about,
more days in session, more rollcall
votes, more legislation passed, than
any Congress in recent history, maybe
in the history of the country to this
date. So we have legislative success.

I wanted to not let the time go by
without talking about that College
Cost Reduction Act, because that is
going to affect people’s lives.

So I yield back now to the gentleman
from Florida, Mr. MEEK.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Thank you,
Mr. ALTMIRE. The good thing about it,
and Mr. RYAN and I were in a meeting
the other day, and I think it is impor-
tant, very important, and I was sharing
a little earlier today about giving
thanks to those out in the field. And
when I say ‘‘those out in the field,”
those Americans out there, because the
President said he wasn’t going to sign
the College Interest Rate Reduction
Act or what have you, the $4,400 that
Mr. RYAN alluded to.

If it wasn’t for the American people
pushing for that, it wouldn’t have hap-
pened. If it wasn’t for the American
people saying that we wanted a min-
imum wage after double-digit years of
no minimum wage, it would not have
happened. If it wasn’t for the American
people stepping up at the last given
Tuesday when we had the election for
this House saying that we wanted to
move in a new direction, it would not
have happened.

I think it is important for us to look
at this American spirit rising up again
on the children’s health bill. When we
look at health insurance and we look
at health care for children, the Amer-
ican people are going to make that
happen, because hopefully we will have
an opportunity to vote on that bill
again. Hopefully after taking the num-
ber one vote that was a bipartisan
vote, sending a bill to the Senate, the
Senate sent a bill to us, and we voted
out the bill and sent it to the Presi-
dent, and the President, two votes that
took place, overwhelmingly bipartisan,
the President vetoes the bill, okay?
And now you are going to have a real
third opportunity to vote again.

I don’t know if those that have voted
against the previous bills, if they want
to continue to do it, because their ex-
cuse is to say, Well, you know, there
was something I didn’t understand on
that first vote. Congressman, you mean
on the second vote you still didn’t un-
derstand? And then on the third vote?
Well, maybe you are not in the busi-
ness of making sure that children have
health insurance so they can have
health care.

So I am hoping that we can come to-
gether in even a greater way in passing
a children’s health care bill that covers
10 million children. I think it is impor-
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tant. I agree with the Speaker. I am
glad she has put her foot down and this
Congress has put our foot down and
said we are going to do this. Because at
the end of the 110th Congress, there is
not going to be a short list of accom-
plishments; there is going to be a long
list, because there has been a drought
for a very long time to bring the issues
and concerns back to those who at-
tended your town hall meeting.

Congressman, what are you doing for
the district? What are you doing for
us? Yes, it is wonderful about the war.
We know that is going on. All of us
share in making sure our men and
women have what they need to have
and all of those different things, but
what are you doing domestically? How
does this affect my children?

Mr. RYAN talked about someone is
going to sit next to a child that doesn’t
have health care, and if that child is
sick, you can have all the health care
in the world. Your child is coming
home and they are going to bring what-
ever that other child has into the
household and then everyone is sick,
and now we have employers without
employees, and we can go on and on
and on. It is a domino effect. I think it
is important that we continue to high-
light that.

But I appreciate the fact you all have
brought light to all of this. Even Mr.
RYAN was talking about a democracy. I
think a democracy is a good thing. I
think it is playing out well. Even
though we fell on the short end, 13
votes short of overriding the President,
a major accomplishment with having
the Senate vote in an overwhelming
way and having the votes to override
the President, and having a super-
majority vote here in this House based
on the strong Democratic leadership of
even bringing the issue to the floor in
the first place.

So I am excited about it. I do have
faith in the American spirit. I know it
will rise up. Those that have sent us
here, those that do not work in the
Capitol, those counting on us to do the
right thing.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. I think it is im-
portant, too, to recognize we are just
beginning. I think we have moved into
a new direction. We are clearly not
done. We are clearly not close to being
done. No one here is satisfied. No one
here will say, This is great; we have
really accomplished everything we
wanted to. We can go out and turn out
the lights and let someone else finish
the business.

We have got a lot more to do, if you
look at what we want to do with alter-
native energy, if you look at what we
want to do as far as continuing to try
to reduce the cost of education, K-12
and whatnot.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. We are out of
time, Mr. RYAN. I want to thank Mr.
ALTMIRE and yourself.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
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nicated to the House by Mr. Sherman
Williams, one of his secretaries.

——
O 1630
MANAGING PUBLIC LANDS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MCNERNEY). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 18, 2007, the
gentleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP) is
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the minority leader.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
appreciate the opportunity you have
given us to speak for awhile about pub-
lic lands and about how the public
lands are treated and how the future
will and will not deal with those public
lands.

One of the facts that we have to deal
with is how a government deals with
property, whether personal property or
public property, is a window to the soul
of that government. Personal property
is tangible and civil liberties are intan-
gible, but both of them are at the cen-
ter of the historic purpose of this
American government, and the preser-
vation of one is indeed the precondition
for the preservation of the other.

Sir Henry Maine once wrote a book
called ‘““‘The Village Communities’ in
which he said: Nobody is at liberty to
attack several property and to say at
the same time he values civilization.
The history of the two cannot be dis-
entangled. The desire, the use of prop-
erty, whether it is on land or whether
it is the use of public property, that de-
sire is what raises mankind from polit-
ical slavery.

One of the things that we do not
often enough around this place is to
consider why we are doing what we are
doing. Indeed, one of the concepts that
is there is that we do what we do be-
cause we have done what we always
did; and sometimes when you take a
moment to look back and reflect on
that, in this particular Congress we
have been inundated with laws and pro-
posals which have huge and significant
impact on personal and public property
in the United States.

Mr. Speaker, one of the things I
would like to do is try to go through
with several Members who are in the
West, public land States who under-
stand firsthand the responsibility and
relationship of this, specifically what
we are doing in these particular areas.

One of the people I would like to ad-
dress some of these issues deals with
the public property in our forests. As
you know, we are having major fires in
this country, and the Speaker on this
floor said now is the time we need to do
what is right.

I would like to yield some time to
the gentleman from Oregon (Mr. WAL-
DEN) and simply ask him to address
that, of what can this Congress do to
make it right, especially when we deal
with our forests and our processes for
the future of our forests to make them
healthier or better.

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Thank you,
Mr. BISHOP. I appreciate your work on
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