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In Nebraska, now more than ever, our
rural businesses grow when people are
willing to face the uncertainty and
risks which others find daunting. In
our increasingly competitive global
economy, it is essential we ensure
there is a permanent, meaningful in-
centive for all businesses to invest in
research and development.

We live in a world with limitless in-
novation, and I look forward to seeing
what the future will bring from further
research and development.

URGING PRESIDENT TO SIGN
SCHIP LEGISLATION

(Ms. TSONGAS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. TSONGAS. Madam Speaker, just
2 weeks ago today, tens of thousands of
residents from the Fifth Congressional
District of Massachusetts supported
my candidacy because they wanted to
make sure that all our children have
health insurance. Two days later, I
began my service to the Fifth District
by proudly voting to override President
Bush’s veto of a children’s health care
bill that had overwhelming bipartisan
support.

Unfortunately, the veto was upheld,
but the fact remains that millions of
children that need health care don’t
have it.

Last Thursday, I again voted to ex-
pand the Children’s Health Insurance
Program, a program that was first de-
veloped in Massachusetts and is now
critical to the newly enacted Massa-
chusetts health insurance plan. Every
concern raised by the President has
been clearly addressed in this bill, but
he still threatens to veto it.

I will stand with the strong bipar-
tisan majority, ready to overturn this
veto and give 200,000 children in Massa-
chusetts and millions more across the
country a chance at a healthy, safe fu-
ture. I urge the President to sign the
bill.

————

MOTHER OF ALL TAX HIKES—BAD

FOR THE U.S. ECONOMY AND
WORSE FOR AMERICAN TAX-
PAYERS

(Mr. BOUSTANY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BOUSTANY. Last week, Speaker
PELOSI embraced the Democrats’ $1.3
billion tax scheme. The ink is barely
dry, but she is already distancing her-
self from the mother of all tax hikes.

As reported in today’s Hill news-
paper, the Speaker’s office has changed
the transcript of her press comments
to reflect that she supports Chairman
RANGEL’s ‘“‘plan to begin tax reform,”’
not his actual ‘‘tax plan.”

Maybe the Speaker has caught on to
what many Americans have discovered
in the fine print. Maybe she figured out
that the bill raises taxes on every U.S.
taxpayer. Or it could be the part about
resurrecting the death tax and penal-
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izing small businesses and family
farms that is causing her concern.
Then again, it might be that she sim-
ply agrees that our Tax Code shouldn’t
punish a man and woman for getting
married.

Madam Speaker, you can change the
transcript, but you can’t change the
facts. The Pelosi-Rangel mother of all
tax hikes is bad for the U.S. economy
and worse for the American taxpayer.
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NEW HAMPSHIRE IS RED SOX
NATION

(Mr. HODES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HODES. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate Red Sox Nation. In
this House, we often disagree on many
issues of national importance, but
today we are all part of Red Sox Na-
tion. After trailing Cleveland 3-1 in the
American League Championship Se-
ries, the Red Sox won seven straight
games and won their second World Se-
ries crown in 4 years.

In my home State of New Hampshire,
we are made up of diehard Red Sox
fans, and we are a proud part of Red
Sox Nation. There is no such thing as a
fair-weather Red $Sox fan. Granite
Staters went four generations without
being able to celebrate a Red Sox
championship, and that is why it has
been a great week and great year to be
a Red Sox fan.

I also want to congratulate Mike
Lowell on being named the MVP of the
series. Now we can all finally get some
sleep. Go Sox.

———

IN MEMORY OF THE STUDENTS
WHO LOST THEIR LIVES

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, this past weekend the
University of South Carolina and
Clemson University suffered a tragic
loss when seven of their fellow students
died in a house fire.

As a USC Law School graduate and
parent of a current Clemson student, I
know the sadness and grief so many
must be feeling at this time, and our
hearts and prayers go out to these two
great communities. I know that the
strength and companionship shared by
the students, faculty, family and
friends, led by President Andrew
Sorenson of USC and President Jim
Barker of Clemson, will help them
through this difficult time.

I wish to express the deepest condo-
lences on behalf of the House of Rep-
resentatives, my family, and the people
of South Carolina to the families and
friends of those students who lost their
lives. I especially grieve because my
mother was a member of Delta Delta
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Delta sorority at USC and my father
was a member of Sigma Alpha Epsilon
fraternity at USC.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th.

—————

MOMENT OF SILENCE IN MEMORY
OF LIVES LOST

(Mr. CLYBURN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CLYBURN. Madam Speaker, it is
with a heavy heart that I rise to me-
morialize the lives of Justin Anderson,
Travis Cale, Lauren Mahon, Cassidy
Pendley, William Rhea, Allison Wal-
den, all students of the University of
South Carolina which I proudly rep-
resent here in this body, and Emily
Yelton, a student of Clemson Univer-
sity.

Madam Speaker, when young men
and women go off to pursue education,
their families hope for them a bright
future and a long life. All seven of
these young men and women lost their
lives in a fire this weekend, and I join
with those that I represent at the Uni-
versity of South Carolina in offering
condolences to these families. I also
say to the families of Clemson Univer-
sity, our hearts go out to all of them.

Madam Speaker, I ask that you and
this body join me in a moment of si-
lence in memory of these young people.

——————

FUND OUR VETERANS

(Mrs. DRAKE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. DRAKE. Madam Speaker, this is
day 30. That is 30 days so far our vet-
erans have not had the use of the in-
creased funding for their benefits and
health care. That is $18.5 million a day
not able to be used. And why? Because
the Democratic leadership has decided
to not complete this bill and send it to
the President who has agreed to sign
it.

In June, this House passed this ap-
propriation bill with a $6 billion in-
crease in a bipartisan manner. We were
proud of our work and grateful to our
veterans. On September 6, the Senate
completed their bill. This work is done.
Our veterans are not pawns in a polit-
ical game. They are heroes.

America expects us to get the job
done. America expects us to provide
the best care to our veterans. Please
join me in calling upon the Democratic
leadership to put our veterans first and
send this bill to the President now.

————

PRESIDENT DEMANDS BLANK
CHECKS FOR IRAQ

(Ms. WATSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)



H12160

Ms. WATSON. Madam Speaker, last
week President Bush requested an ad-
ditional $42 billion from Congress for
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan,
bringing his total funding request for
the upcoming year to $190 billion.

Also last week, the Congressional
Budget Office released a report con-
cluding that the wars in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan will cost $2.4 trillion over
the next decade. That’s nearly $8,000
for every American.

Just imagine if we rejected the Presi-
dent’s plan to continue the war in Iraq
for another decade and worked instead
to responsibly redeploy our troops out
of Iraq within the next year. Rather
than spending $2.4 trillion over in Iraq,
we could instead invest it here with
our own people. This would be more
than enough to provide every college
freshman in our Nation with a free 4-
year education at a private college or
university. We could also use that
money to provide health care coverage
to every American for a year or could
pay off 26 percent of our national debt.

————
UAW/CHRYSLER DEAL

(Mrs. MILLER of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to applaud this
weekend’s ratification of the contract
between the United Auto Workers and
Chrysler. The new contract creates a
stronger domestic auto industry and
modernizes the relationship between
the Big Three and labor.

The ratification by the rank and file
signals a new day for the domestic auto
industry that has been struggling for
market share with its foreign competi-
tors. And sincere congratulations to
President Ron Gettelfinger of the UAW
and his entire team on a job well done.

The industry still faces many chal-
lenges, but this new pact between the
UAW and Chrysler and an earlier deal
with GM means that both sides have
come together to move the industry
forward.

The good-faith negotiations proved
that all of the stakeholders put the fu-
ture of the domestic auto industry first
as they worked towards manufacturing
competitiveness.

This agreement secures jobs and al-
lows the parties to move forward and
to continue to create quality products
and compete in the global market-
place. Again, congratulations. Well
done.

———

HOMELESSNESS AND POVERTY

(Ms. SOLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. SOLIS. Madam Speaker, today I
rise to discuss poverty and homeless-
ness in the San Gabriel Valley in the
32nd Congressional District. At least 43
percent of adults living below the Fed-
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eral poverty line in L.A. County have
worked either full-time or part-time.
They have to balance rent or mortgage
payments, child care, food, gas prices,
and health care. The increasing costs
can lead to homelessness if you can’t
make these payments.

In Los Angeles County, over 152,000
people are homeless over the course of
a year; and in the city of Azusa, at
least 1,600 children were homeless last
year.

I am proud that Democrats have
taken steps to reduce poverty and
homelessness. In 2007, our farm bill
raised the minimum benefit in the food
stamp program for the first time in 30
years. For the first time in more than
10 years, we have raised the minimum
wage and expanded American home-
ownership, and also would help to pro-
vide and ensure that low-income and
middle-income families have affordable
mortgage loans.

———

ANNIVERSARY OF NOVEMBER
ELECTIONS

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, we
are fast approaching the l-year anni-
versary of the November elections
when the American people went to the
polls demanding to take our Nation in
a new direction.

Over the last 10 months, the new
Democratic Congress has produced real
results that are now making a real dif-
ference in millions of Americans’ lives.
For 10 years, Republican Congresses
have refused to increase the minimum
wage for nearly 6 million hardworking
Americans. Democrats thought that
was unacceptable, and one of our first
actions was to ensure that these work-
ers finally got a much-deserved and
long overdue pay raise.

Democrats also realize it is difficult
for middle-class parents to send their
children to college. Over the last 6
years as wages have stagnated, college
costs have increased 40 percent above
inflation. This Democratic Congress
passed and the President signed into
law legislation that provides the single
largest increase in college aid since the
GI Bill, and this new law will allow
more Americans to live the American
Dream.

Madam Speaker, congressional
Democrats are proud of these accom-
plishments, but they are only the be-
ginning as we continue to move Amer-
ica in a new direction.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.
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Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later today.

INTERNET TAX FREEDOM ACT
AMENDMENTS ACT OF 2007

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, I move to sus-
pend the rules and concur in the Sen-
ate amendment to the bill (H.R. 3678)
to amend the Internet Tax Freedom
Act to extend the moratorium on cer-
tain taxes related to the Internet and
to electronic commerce.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the Senate amendment is
as follows:

Strike out all after the enacting clause and
insert:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Internet Tax
Freedom Act Amendments Act of 2007’.

SEC. 2. MORATORIUM.

The Internet Tax Freedom Act (47 U.S.C. 151
note) is amended—

(1) in section 1101(a) by striking ‘2007’ and
inserting “‘2014”°, and

(2) in section 1104(a)(2)(A) by striking 2007’
and inserting ‘‘2014°’.

SEC. 3. GRANDFATHERING OF STATES THAT TAX
INTERNET ACCESS.

Section 1104 of the Internet Tax Freedom Act
(47 U.S.C. 151 note) is amended by adding at the
end the following:

““(c) APPLICATION OF DEFINITION.—

‘““(1) IN GENERAL.—Effective as of November 1,
2003—

“(A) for purposes of subsection (a), the term
‘Internet access’ shall have the meaning given
such term by section 1104(5) of this Act, as en-
acted on October 21, 1998; and

‘““(B) for purposes of subsection (b), the term
‘Internet access’ shall have the meaning given
such term by section 1104(5) of this Act as en-
acted on October 21, 1998, and amended by sec-
tion 2(c) of the Internet Tax Nondiscrimination
Act (Public Law 108—435).

‘““(2) EXCEPTIONS.—Paragraph (1) shall not
apply until June 30, 2008, to a tax on Internet
access that is—

“(A) generally imposed and actually enforced
on telecommunications service purchased, used,
or sold by a provider of Internet access, but only
if the appropriate administrative agency of a
State or political subdivision thereof issued a
public ruling prior to July 1, 2007, that applied
such tax to such service in a manner that is in-
consistent with paragraph (1); or

‘““(B) the subject of litigation instituted in a
judicial court of competent jurisdiction prior to
July 1, 2007, in which a State or political sub-
division is seeking to enforce, in a manner that
is inconsistent with paragraph (1), such tax on
telecommunications service purchased, used, or
sold by a provider of Internet access.

‘““(3) NO INFERENCE.—No inference of legisla-
tive construction shall be drawn from this sub-
section or the amendments to section 1105(5)
made by the Internet Tax Freedom Act Amend-
ments Act of 2007 for any period prior to June
30, 2008, with respect to any tax subject to the
exceptions described in subparagraphs (A) and
(B) of paragraph (2).”.

SEC. 4. DEFINITIONS.

Section 1105 of the Internet Tax Freedom Act
(47 U.S.C. 151 note) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1) by striking ‘‘services”,

(2) by amending paragraph (5) to read as fol-
lows:

““(5) INTERNET ACCESS.—The term ‘Internet ac-
cess’—

‘“(A) means a service that enables users to
connect to the Internet to access content, infor-
mation, or other services offered over the Inter-
net;
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