October 30, 2007

AUTHORIZING THE CLERK TO
MAKE CORRECTIONS 1IN EN-
GROSSMENT OF H.R. 3867, SMALL
BUSINESS CONTRACTING PRO-
GRAM IMPROVEMENTS ACT

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the Clerk be
authorized to correct section numbers,
punctuation, and cross-references, and
to make other necessary technical and
conforming corrections in the engross-
ment of H.R. 3867.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New York?

There was no objection.

———————

CJ’S HOME PROTECTION ACT OF
2007

Mr. DONNELLY. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 2787) to amend the National
Manufactured Housing Construction
and Safety Standards Act of 1974 to re-
quire that weather radios be installed
in all manufactured homes manufac-
tured or sold in the United States, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2787

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“CJ’s Home
Protection Act of 2007”.

SEC. 2. CONGRESSIONAL FINDINGS.

The Congress finds that—

(1) nearly 20,000,000 Americans live in man-
ufactured homes, which often provide a more
accessible and affordable way for many fami-
lies to buy their own homes;

(2) manufactured housing plays a vital role
in providing housing for low- and moderate-
income families in the United States;

(3) NOAA Weather Radio (NWR) is a na-
tionwide network of radio stations broad-
casting continuous weather information di-
rectly from a nearby National Weather Serv-
ice (NWS) office, and broadcasts NWS warn-
ings, watches, forecasts, and other all-hazard
information 24 hours a day;

(4) the operators of manufactured housing
communities should be encouraged to pro-
vide a safe place of shelter for community
residents or a plan for the evacuation of
community residents to a safe place of shel-
ter within a reasonable distance of the com-
munity for use by community residents in
times of severe weather, including tornados
and high winds, and local municipalities
should be encouraged to require approval of
these plans;

(5) the operators of manufactured housing
communities should be encouraged to pro-
vide a written reminder semiannually to all
owners of manufactured homes in the manu-
factured housing community to replace the
batteries in their weather radios; and

(6) weather radio manufacturers should in-
clude, in the packaging of weather radios, a
written reminder to replace the batteries
twice each year and written instructions on
how to do so.

SEC. 3. FEDERAL MANUFACTURED HOME CON-
STRUCTION AND SAFETY STANDARD.

Section 604 of the National Manufactured
Housing Construction and Safety Standards
Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5403) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following new subsection:

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

‘(i) WEATHER RADIOS.—

‘(1) CONSTRUCTION AND SAFETY STAND-
ARD.—The Federal manufactured home con-
struction and safety standards established
by the Secretary under this section shall re-
quire that each manufactured home deliv-
ered for sale shall be supplied with a weather
radio inside the manufactured home that—

““(A) is capable of broadcasting emergency
information relating to local weather condi-
tions;

‘(B) is equipped with a tone alarm;

“(C) is equipped with Specific Alert Mes-
sage Encoding, or SAME technology; and

‘(D) complies with Consumer Electronics
Association (CEA) Standard 2009-A (or cur-
rent revision thereof) Performance Specifica-
tion for Public Alert Receivers.

‘“(2) LIABILITY PROTECTIONS.—No aspect of
the function, operation, performance, capa-
bilities, or utilization of the weather radio
required under this subsection, or any in-
structions related thereto, shall be subject
to the requirements of section 613 or 615 or
any regulations promulgated by the Sec-
retary pursuant to the authority under such
sections.”.

SEC. 4. ESTABLISHMENT.

Not later than the expiration of the 90-day
period beginning on the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the consensus committee
established pursuant to section 604(a)(3) of
the National Manufactured Housing Con-
struction and Safety Standards Act of 1974
(42 U.S.C. 5304(a)(3)) shall develop and submit
to the Secretary of Housing and Urban De-
velopment a proposed Federal manufactured
home construction and safety standard re-
quired under section 604(i) of such Act (as
added by the amendment made by section 3
of +this Act). Notwithstanding section
604(a)(5)(B) of such Act, the Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development shall issue
a final order promulgating the standard re-
quired by such section 604(i) not later than
the expiration of the 90-day period beginning
upon receipt by the Secretary of the pro-
posed standard developed and submitted by
the consensus committee.

SEC. 5. STUDY.

The Secretary of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment shall conduct a study regarding con-
ditioning the applicability of the require-
ment under the amendment made by section
3 of this Act (relating to supplying weather
radios in manufactured homes) on the geo-
graphic location at which a manufactured
home is placed, but only to the extent that
such requirement applies to new manufac-
tured homes and new site-built homes. In
conducting such study and making deter-
minations under the study, the Secretary
shall take into consideration severe weather
conditions, such as high winds and flooding,
and wind zones and other severe weather
data available from the National Weather
Service. Not later than the expiration of the
18-month period beginning on the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall
complete the study and submit a report re-
garding the results of the study to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services of the House of
Representatives and to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs of the
Senate.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from In-
diana (Mr. DONNELLY) and the gen-
tleman from Alabama (Mr. BACHUS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Indiana.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DONNELLY. Mr. Speaker, I ask

unanimous consent that all Members
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may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on this legislation and to insert
extraneous material thereon.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Indiana?

There was no objection.

Mr. DONNELLY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
2787, CJ’s Home Protection Act of 2007,
introduced by my colleague and friend
from Indiana (Mr. ELLSWORTH). H.R.
2787 would require that weather radios
be installed in all new manufactured
homes manufactured or sold in the
United States.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation passed
the Financial Services Committee
unanimously on September 18 of this
year. It would ensure that manufac-
tured homes continue to provide the
highest level of safety to their resi-
dents in the event of devastating
weather conditions, such as hurricanes
and tornadoes, which many regions of
the country, including my home State
of Indiana, are all too familiar with.

In Indiana, and in my congressional
district, we have a proud and a strong
tradition of providing first-class manu-
factured housing for Americans and
providing quality jobs for Hoosiers.
Manufactured homes house 22 million
people in over 10.5 million homes.
These manufactured homes have con-
tinued a tradition of quality and safe
construction over the years. They
present a high-quality, affordable hous-
ing option for families, and will con-
tinue to do so for years to come.

Mr. Speaker, this is a thoughtful and
deeply personal piece of legislation,
and I commend Mr. ELLSWORTH for
working together with manufacturers
and advocates alike to craft a bill in
H.R. 2787 that works for everybody. I
urge Members to vote in favor of this
legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I am glad to yield such
time as he may consume to the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. ELLSWORTH).

Mr. ELLSWORTH. I would like to
thank the gentleman, my good friend
from Indiana (Mr. DONNELLY).

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of CJ’s Home Protection Act. Nearly 2
years ago, a Kkiller F3 tornado struck
my district in southwest Indiana. The
tornado hit a manufactured housing
community after most people had gone
to bed on a Saturday night, and it took
the lives of 25 Hoosiers, 20 in my coun-
ty and five in Warrick County next
door, lives that might have been saved
if the victims knew a storm was ap-
proaching.

CJ Martin, an energetic, smiling 2-
year-old boy, was one of the victims
that night. He and the other 24 victims
are the reason I am here today, as well
as the victims who have suffered the
same across our country. His picture is
a reminder of the destruction that
comes to families and communities
when severe weather strikes without
warning.
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