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On November 1, 1957, the Mighty Mac 

opened to traffic with the formal dedi-
cation taking place the following June. 
The dream of bridging the Upper and 
Lower Peninsula had finally become a 
reality. 

At 552 feet above the water, the main 
towers of Big Mac are almost exactly 
as high as the Washington Monument, 
which stands at 555 feet. When meas-
ured by its total length of 26,372 feet, 
the Mackinac Bridge qualifies as the 
longest suspension bridge in the United 
States, but falls to third place behind 
the Golden Gate Bridge and Verrazano 
Narrows Bridge if only the suspended 
portion of the bridge is counted. 

Once a year, the Big Mac opens its 
span to the oldest form of transpor-
tation—walking. Begun in 1958, the an-
nual Mackinac Bridge Walk has be-
come a Labor Day tradition for Michi-
gan families on both peninsulas. The 
bridge’s beautiful silhouette beckons 
thousands with the promise of an ex-
hilarating 5-mile walk and spectacular 
views of shoreline and water from 200 
feet above the Straits of Mackinac. 

Over the past 50 years, the Mackinac 
Bridge has become an elegant land-
mark for our State and a source of 
pride for all of us. Today Michigan 
commemorates the 50th anniversary of 
the Mackinac Bridge with a celebra-
tion at Bridge View Park in St. Ignace. 
My heart is with all the people who are 
there celebrating, and I wish the rest of 
me were there too. Congratulations, 
Big Mac. 

f 

ENERGY AND NATURAL RE-
SOURCES COMMITTEE, EN BLOC 
HOTLINES 

Mr. COBURN. Mr. President, I wish 
to share my concerns regarding the 
process currently being utilized by the 
Energy and Natural Resources Com-
mittee to pass legislation on the Sen-
ate floor. As many of my colleagues 
know, I am currently objecting to 
unanimous consent on two en bloc 
packages reported by the committee, 
containing more than 40 bills. 

I want to make clear to my col-
leagues that I do not object to all of 
the bills contained in the two pack-
ages. In fact, I have offered to give con-
sent to all those bills where I have no 
fiscal or policy concerns. Unfortu-
nately, the committee is insisting on 
passing all of the legislation en bloc 
and will not allow the noncontroversial 
bills to be released for passage. These 
bills are in effect being held hostage by 
the committee. 

As my colleagues know, I evaluate 
all unanimous consent requests, in 
part, on whether the proposed legisla-
tion increases authorizations for spend-
ing. If it does, I also look to see wheth-
er the new cost has been offset by a 
corresponding reduction in another 
program authorization. I also review 
each bill for specific policy concerns. 

Of most concern to me, the two pack-
ages authorize over $150 million in new 
spending, without a single offset. This 

does not include the $640 million reau-
thorization for the Geologic Mapping 
Program. I have offered to work with 
the committee to identify possible off-
sets that would allow the en bloc pack-
ages to move forward. Given the con-
siderable program oversight performed 
by the committee, I am eager to hear 
where it believes other programs may 
not be working as intended or where 
they may have become of a lesser pri-
ority than the bills currently under 
consideration. 

As stewards of the Federal tax dollar, 
I believe it is imperative we proceed 
with the hard but necessary work of 
prioritizing our spending. Every Amer-
ican taxpayer is forced to do this every 
day, and so should we. Prioritization 
begins with the authorization process, 
and so does long-term fiscal discipline. 

I renew my pledge to work with any 
Member of this body to identify offsets, 
to ensure that our actions today never 
add to the already heavy financial bur-
den we have placed on the next genera-
tion of Americans. 

It is my hope the committee will 
abandon the practice of en bloc unani-
mous consent requests. Each bill 
should be considered on its merits, and 
if it is truly worthwhile, should be al-
lowed to stand on its own. As an insti-
tution, this Senate is more than capa-
ble of this task. 

To make the RECORD absolutely 
clear, I am including the list of non-
controversial bills in these packages 
that should be cleared and allowed to 
pass under unanimous consent: S. 216, 
S. 266, S. 241, S. 202, S. 232, S. 262, S. 220, 
H.R. 386, S. 320, S. 553, H.R. 497, H.R. 
658, S. 1139, H.R. 235, H.R. 482, H.R. 467. 

f 

VETERANS HOSPITALS COMBAT 
STAPH INFECTIONS 

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I find it 
disturbing and disheartening to know 
that efforts to heal through modern 
medicine end up creating new medical 
problems, in addition to those that are 
preexisting. Unfortunately, this is 
what is occurring with the rise of dan-
gerous drug-resistant forms of staph 
that have become prevalent as of late. 
I want to talk about the potential dan-
gers of these infections, especially in a 
medical environment where patients 
are most vulnerable, and also give 
much-deserved praise to the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs for their work 
to combat staph infections in their 
hospitals. 

There are many types of staph bac-
teria. While some forms of staph are 
harmless, others are fatal. A recent 
study conducted by the Association for 
Professionals in Infection Control and 
Epidemiology suggests that as many as 
1.2 million U.S. hospital patients are 
infected every year by a form of staph 
that is resistant to drugs. 

Drug-resistant staph, often referred 
to as MRSA, Methicillin-resistant 
Staphylococcus aureus, has adapted in 
response to common antibiotics which 
have been used to combat these and 

other infections. Most staph infections 
arise from visits to the hospital and 
other health care settings. 

The Department of Veterans Affairs 
is taking effective steps to reduce 
staph infections in their hospitals. 
Based on a successful pilot program at 
VA’s Pittsburgh health care system, 
VA has instituted a staph prevention 
program in all 153 of their hospitals. 
Their prevention system is based on a 
strategy of enhanced hygiene and cul-
ture change among health care work-
ers. Patients are monitored, proven 
precautions are followed for those af-
fected, and close attention is paid to 
common sources of infection. The 
Pittsburgh pilot led to a 50-percent de-
cline in staph infections, something 
Acting VA Secretary Gordon Mansfield 
referred to as ‘‘dramatic reductions’’ in 
staph infections, and I look forward to 
similarly positive outcomes across the 
veterans’ health care system. 

It is my hope that VA will continue 
to improve their prevention programs 
and share information with other 
health care providers. This will help 
VA safeguard our veterans and their 
families from staph infections, serve as 
a successful model for our country’s 
hospitals and medical facilities, and 
improve the well-being of our Nation’s 
citizens. 

f 

TAX RELIEF 

Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to discuss several important tax 
relief measures that expire this year. 

As several of my colleagues have 
noted, these provisions are important 
to many of our folks back home and 
have a direct impact on their daily 
lives and pocketbook. This tax relief 
has put more money in taxpayers’ 
pockets rather than the government 
coffers and needs to be extended. 

I am pleased to introduce legislation 
to extend two expiring tax relief meas-
ures. 

The first measure ensures that we 
continue to provide a 7-year deprecia-
tion schedule for motorsports com-
plexes. This is an important tax relief 
provision to hundreds of race facilities 
across the country, both large and 
small. 

In Kansas, more than 30 tracks can 
benefit from this depreciation sched-
ule. It allows race facilities to make 
important safety and modernization in-
vestments under a depreciation sched-
ule that reflects the ongoing need to 
maintain these facilities. 

The largest track in Kansas, the Kan-
sas Speedway, which was just com-
pleted in 2001, has been the economic 
driver in the revitalization of Kansas 
City, KS. What was once one of the 
most economically depressed areas in 
Kansas is now one of the fastest grow-
ing. The speedway alone contributed 
more than $150 million to the local 
economy in its first year, creating 3,300 
new jobs and generating $10 million in 
property taxes and $26 million in sales 
taxes. 
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The track has spurred new invest-

ment in the area, including a 400-acre 
retail and entertainment center that 
has brought in more than 90 businesses 
and 5,500 jobs. Because of this growth, 
an additional $750 million in develop-
ment in the area is underway. The area 
has become the largest tourist attrac-
tion in Kansas, bringing in 12 million 
visitors per year. 

As we look at extending tax relief, I 
hope we will be mindful of the tremen-
dous economic benefit that these facili-
ties generate in our home States. 

I am also pleased to introduce legis-
lation to extend an important chari-
table giving provision that we initially 
passed last year as part of the Pension 
Protection Act. This provision allows 
individuals age 701⁄2 or older, who must 
begin taking distributions from their 
individual retirement accounts, to do-
nate those distributions to a charitable 
organization without incurring tax on 
the distribution. Individuals many do-
nate up to $100,000. 

I have heard from many charitable 
organizations in Kansas that have al-
ready seen the benefits of this legisla-
tion, including colleges and univer-
sities, that tell me that many donors 
are making good use of this tax relief 
provision. 

At the University of Kansas for ex-
ample, this provision has helped gen-
erate 94 gifts totaling more than $2.8 
million. The gifts have ranged from 
$100 to $100,000—the rollover maximum. 

Smaller colleges are also benefitting. 
Sterling College, located in central 
Kansas, has an enrollment of 607 stu-
dents. Last year the college raised a 
total of $2 million dollars in unre-
stricted gifts. More than 10 percent of 
that amount, $253,000, was raised as a 
result of this provision. In addition, 
one donor who had previously given 
$1,000, increased her gift to over $80,000 
as a direct result of the IRA charitable 
rollover provision. 

This provision has proven to be an 
important incentive to encourage 
small donors to give, and is an impor-
tant tool for charities to attract new 
donors. I encourage my colleagues to 
support an extension of this measure. 

I would also like to share my support 
for two other measures that extend ex-
piring tax relief. The first is the deduc-
tion for tuition and higher education 
expenses, introduced by Senator COR-
NYN. I am pleased to cosponsor this leg-
islation. 

This deduction is an important ben-
efit for many families who are looking 
for ways to pay for a college education. 
It allows a deduction of up to $4,000 for 
tuition and related expenses. Nearly 
49,000 Kansas taxpayers benefitted from 
this deduction in 2005. Across the coun-
try, more than 4.5 million taxpayers 
claimed the deduction. 

We have taken a number of steps in 
Congress to help families manage the 
cost of a college education. This deduc-
tion is another important benefit that 
we need to extend to aid families pay-
ing for college. 

In addition, I am pleased to cospon-
sor legislation introduced by Senator 
INHOFE that extends an important tax 
incentive for marginal oil and gas 
wells. 

Recognizing the value of oil and gas 
wells decline over time, the tax code 
allows depletion deductions to recover 
investments in marginal oil and gas 
wells. 

Under one method of depletion deduc-
tion—percentage depletion—15 percent 
of the taxpayer’s gross income from an 
oil- or gas-producing property is al-
lowed as a deduction in each taxable 
year. The amount deducted generally 
may not exceed 100 percent of the net 
income from that property in any year. 
However, this limitation is suspended 
for marginal wells prior to January 1, 
2008. 

Extending this provision is critical 
for marginal wells, which are a key 
source of domestic oil and gas produc-
tion and create thousands of jobs. 

Marginal wells account for 17 percent 
of the oil produced domestically and 
about 9 percent of natural gas. There 
are more than 401,000 marginal oil 
wells in the U.S. which comprise 80 per-
cent of all of the Nation’s oil wells. 
They produced more than 321 million 
barrels of oil in 2005. This production 
prevented the U.S. from spending an 
additional $16 billion on imported oil. 
Kansas ranks third among States in 
the number of marginal wells; and 
fourth in production from these wells. 

The number of marginal gas wells 
has steadily increased over the past 10 
years and production has increased ac-
cordingly. Over the past 10 years, pro-
duction from the Nation’s 288,000 mar-
ginal gas wells has nearly doubled. 
Kansas has the largest continuous nat-
ural gas reservoir in the lower 48 
States and ranks eighth in the number 
of marginal gas wells, and second in 
production from these wells. 

As we look to reduce reliance on for-
eign oil it is important we keep in 
mind that marginal oil and gas wells 
are an key source of domestic produc-
tion. We need to maintain existing tax 
incentives to encourage these small 
producers. 

f 

HONORING FORMER U.S. REP-
RESENTATIVE PETER HOAGLAND 

Mr. NELSON of Nebraska. Mr. Presi-
dent, I rise today to pay tribute to a 
good friend and great Nebraskan, 
former U.S. Representative Peter 
Hoagland, who passed away Tuesday at 
the age of 66. Peter was a very special 
friend to all who knew him. His tenure 
in Congress coincided with my first 4 
years serving as Governor of the State 
of Nebraska, and I will always remem-
ber Peter’s thoughtful advice and advo-
cacy on issues important to our mutual 
constituents. 

Peter worked to do what he believed 
was right for his district and our state. 
An Omaha native and alumnus of 
Omaha Central High School, Peter rep-
resented the good people of Nebraska’s 

largest metropolitan area in one capac-
ity or another for 14 years through two 
terms in the Nebraska Legislature and 
three representing Nebraska’s Second 
District in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives. 

Elected to the Nebraska Unicameral 
in 1978, Peter later assumed a leader-
ship role as chairman of the Judiciary 
Committee. This role suited him well, 
as he was a Yale-educated attorney, 
having completed his law degree in 1968 
after serving our country as a U.S. 
Army intelligence officer. Peter was 
active on important topics such as 
ground water protection, and he spear-
headed the passage of landmark drunk- 
driving legislation. 

Peter was elected to the U.S. House 
of Representatives in 1988, where he 
served three terms. He focused his ef-
forts on the inner workings of his com-
mittees. Peter was a workhorse, not a 
show horse; and he made his presence 
felt on many issues, particularly those 
pertaining to banking and the environ-
ment. 

Peter Hoagland was a true leader; 
and while he may have left public serv-
ice, he never left public life. As a trib-
ute to his immense legacy, Nebraska 
Democrats honored Peter with the Hall 
of Fame Award at the Morrison-Exon 
Dinner earlier this year. I am grateful 
we had that opportunity to let Peter 
know how much he meant to all of us. 

I offer my most sincere condolences 
to Peter’s wife Barbara and their fam-
ily. Peter’s passion for service, his dy-
namic leadership, and his unwavering 
dedication will remain a source of in-
spiration to all who knew him. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

COMMENDING HAWAII’S YOUTH 

∑ Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I con-
gratulate a number of young adults 
from Hawaii for being selected to per-
form on the National Public Radio, 
NPR, program, ‘‘From the Top.’’ 
‘‘From the Top’’ is a weekly, hour-long 
show featuring America’s most tal-
ented, young musicians. It is one of the 
most listened to programs on public 
radio with an audience of approxi-
mately 750,000 each week, over 250 sta-
tions nationwide. The show is hosted 
by pianist Christopher O’Riley and re-
corded in front of a live audience. 

The young adults include those from 
the Hawaii Youth Opera Chorus Nä Leo 
Küho‘okahi ensemble: Sienna Achong, 
Juliana Besenbruch, Olivia Borges, 
Ka’iulani Bowers, Karyn Castro, Hina 
Felmet, Pili Gardner, Makena Ham-
ilton, Marika Ikehara, Alana Mueller, 
Jade Olszowka, Noe Ramirez, Erin 
Richardson, Sarah Sagarang, Kanoe 
Tjorvatjoglou, Krysti Uranaka, and 
Kiyoe Wellington. Also performing are: 
Laura Bleakley, Maile Cha, Jacob De-
Forest, Asia Doike, Irwin Jiang, Annie 
Kwok, Alda Lam, Andrew Ramos, 
Tyler Ramos, Yulia Sharipova, Rachel 
Stanton, and T.J. Tario. 
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