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The House met at 10:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. SIRES).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
November 13, 2007.

I hereby appoint the Honorable ALBIO
SIRES to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

—————

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2007, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 30 minutes and each Mem-
ber, other than the majority and mi-
nority leaders and the minority whip,
limited to 5 minutes.

—————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 32
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until noon.

——
0 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. PASTOR) at noon.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

God of power and mercy, blessed to
be citizens of these United States of
America and called by Your people to
serve as their honored representatives
in the 110th Congress, we pray that by
Your mighty arm You protect this Na-
tion, keep us from all harm and deliver
us from all evil. Give us freedom of
spirit, that we may live, work, and
worship as the free children of God.
May we enjoy good health of mind and
body and so address the responsibilities
set upon us, so our service may give
You greater glory now and forever.
Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from TUtah (Mr. BISHOP)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the

vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today.

ACT COMMEMORATING THE LITE,
OR LIFETIME INNOVATIONS OF
THOMAS EDISON

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2627) to establish the Thomas
Edison National Historic Park in the
State of New Jersey as the successor to
the Edison National Historic Site.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2627

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Act Com-
memorating the LITE, or Lifetime Innova-
tions of Thomas Edison”.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSE.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds
lowing:

(1) The Edison National Historic Site, lo-
cated in West Orange, New Jersey, is a vital
part of America’s national system of parks
which preserves Thomas Alva Edison’s re-
search and development laboratories, li-
brary, papers, and artifacts, as well as his
home.

(2) The Site is a national historic treasure
and contains the world’s largest collection of
materials related to Thomas Edison, encom-
passing an estimated 5,000,000 pages of docu-
ments, over 400,000 artifacts, approximately
35,000 sound recordings, and 10,000 books
from Edison’s personal library.

(3) Thomas Edison is one of America’s
greatest inventors, whose inexhaustible en-
ergy and genius produced 1,093 patents in his
lifetime, more than any other American, in-
cluding patents for the incandescent light
bulb, the motion picture camera, and the
phonograph.

(4) In 1928, Thomas Edison was awarded the
Congressional Gold Medal for the ‘‘develop-
ment and application of inventions that have
revolutionized civilization in the last cen-
tury.”
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(5) In 1998, Congress again honored Thomas
Edison by directing the Secretary of the
Treasury to mint a commemorative coin
celebrating the 125th anniversary of Edison’s
invention of the light bulb, celebrated in
2004.

(6) The Edison National Historic Site is
one of America’s most endangered historic
places. The National Park Service, in its
General Management Plan and Development
Concept Plan, identified the need for numer-
ous actions to preserve, protect, restore, and
enhance the Site and determined that suffi-
cient government funds are not likely to be
appropriated to complete these necessary ac-
tions in the foreseeable future.

(7) On November 6, 1997, the National Park
Service signed an agreement with the Thom-
as Alva Edison Preservation Foundation
(now the Edison Preservation Foundation),
establishing a public-private partnership to
jointly raise money to fund identified im-
provements at the Edison National Historic
Site so as to leave the Site unimpaired for
the enjoyment of future generations.

(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this Act
are—

(1) to recognize and pay tribute to Thomas
Alva Edison and his innovations; and

(2) to preserve, protect, restore, and en-
hance the Edison National Historic Site to
ensure public use and enjoyment of the Site
as an educational, scientific, and cultural
center.

SEC. 3. THOMAS EDISON NATIONAL HISTORICAL
PARK.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
the Thomas Edison National Historical Park
as a unit of the National Park System (here-
after the ‘‘Historical Park”’).

(b) BOUNDARIES.—The Historical Park shall
be comprised of—

(1) all property owned by the United States
in the Edison National Historic Site as well
as all property authorized to be acquired by
the Secretary of the Interior for inclusion in
the Edison National Historic Site before the
date of the enactment of this Act, as gen-
erally depicted on the map entitled the ‘“‘Edi-
son National Historic Site’’, numbered
20003B, and dated April 1977; and

(2) all property authorized to be acquired
for inclusion in the Historical Park by this
Act or other law enacted after the date of
the enactment of this Act.

(c) MApP.—The map of the Historical Park
shall be on file and available for public in-
spection in the appropriate offices of the Na-
tional Park Service.

SEC. 4. ADMINISTRATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall ad-
minister the Historical Park in accordance
with this Act and with the provisions of law
generally applicable to units of the National
Park System, including the Acts entitled
“An Act to establish a National Park Serv-
ice, and for other purposes,” approved Au-
gust 25, 1916 (39 Stat. 535; 16 U.S.C. 1 et seq.)
and ‘“‘An Act to provide for the preservation
of historic American sites, buildings, ob-
jects, and antiquities of national signifi-
cance, and for other purposes,” approved Au-
gust 21, 1935 (16 U.S.C. 461 et seq.).

(b) ACQUISITION OF PROPERTY.—

(1) REAL PROPERTY.—The Secretary may
acquire land or interests in land within the
boundaries of the Historical Park, from will-
ing sellers only, by donation, purchase with
donated or appropriated funds, or exchange.

(2) PERSONAL PROPERTY.—The Secretary
may acquire personal property associated
with, and appropriate for, interpretation of
the Historical Park.

(c) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.—The Sec-
retary may consult and enter into coopera-
tive agreements with interested entities and
individuals to provide for the preservation,
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development, interpretation, and use of the
Historical Park.

(d) REPEAL OF SUPERSEDED LAW.—Public
Law 87-628 (76 Stat. 428), regarding the estab-
lishment and administration of the Edison
National Historic Site, is repealed.

(e) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the ‘‘Edison
National Historic Site’ shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘“‘Thomas Edison Na-
tional Historical Park”.

SEC. 5. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

There is authorized to be appropriated
such sums as may be necessary to carry out
this Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Guam (Ms. BORDALLO) and the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Guam.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Guam?

There was no objection.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, Thom-
as Edison is a towering figure in Amer-
ican history, a man whose genius con-
tinues to impact our world more than
75 years after his death.

Thanks to Mr. Edison’s generosity,
both his laboratory and his home in
West Orange, New Jersey, are included
within the National Park System and
open to the public.

H.R. 2627 simply changes the name of
this unit from the Edison National His-
toric Site to the Thomas Edison Na-
tional Historic Park. The new name is
more appropriate for a unit that in-
cludes multiple properties. Nearly
identical legislation passed the House
by a vote of 399-1 in February 2006, but,
Mr. Speaker, it was never considered
by the Senate.

The sponsor of H.R. 2627, the Rep-
resentative from New Jersey (Mr.
PAYNE), is to be commended for his
outstanding work on this legislation,
along with other cosponsors from the
New Jersey delegation.

I urge all our colleagues to support
H.R. 2627.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise in support of H.R. 2627, which des-
ignates the HEdison National Historic
Site as the Thomas Edison National
Historic Park. Supporters of the park
anticipate this redesignation will im-
prove the visitation revenue to the Edi-
son historic site.

I would like also to recognize the
critical contributions to this legisla-
tion made by Congressman SCOTT GAR-
RETT. Last year, Mr. GARRETT success-
fully moved this bill through the Re-
sources Committee in the House. I urge
my colleagues to support this effort,
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and hopefully it will go all the way
through both Houses at this time.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to my colleague from New Jersey (Mr.
HoLT) for such time as he may con-
sume.

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of the Lifetime Innovations of
Thomas Edison Act, originally spon-
sored by my colleague Mr. PAYNE from
New Jersey, with others of us from New
Jersey joining him. The legislation be-
fore us would reclassify the Edison
home and laboratory as a National His-
toric Park.

First dedicated as the Edison Na-
tional Historic site by the National
Park Service in 1962, the site is badly
in need of restoration. Dedicating this
site as a National Historic Park and
authorizing funding for the preserva-
tion of the Edison home and laboratory
will preserve a national treasure. As
you have heard from my colleague, the
collection there, as well as the build-
ings themselves, are of great historical
national importance.

Thomas Edison was one of America’s
most prominent inventors. From start-
ing one of the first industrial labora-
tories, something that is often forgot-
ten, to inventing the first incandescent
light bulb, the motion picture, the pho-
nograph, et cetera, Edison played an
integral role in the technological ad-
vances that helped spur America’s in-
dustrial revolution.

Mr. Edison held over 1,000 patents in
the United States and other countries,
was named by Life magazine as the
man of the millennium, and awarded
the Congressional Gold Medal by the
Congress in 1928 for his development
and application of inventions that have
revolutionized civilization. Thomas
Edison certainly deserves to be remem-
bered and his collection deserves to be
preserved.

The 13.5 acre site will make an out-
standing national historic park. It will
draw people from all across the coun-
try to see the important collection
there, as well as the site of the first
really major scientific industrial lab-
oratory in the United States.

Despite being designated a national
historic site, it has fallen into dis-
repair, and in 1992 the National Trust
for Historic Preservation listed this as
one of the Nation’s most endangered
historic places. This redesignation is of
great importance. Mr. Speaker, we are
not only recognizing Thomas Edison’s
numerous contributions to American
society, but we will, with this, be pre-
serving the Edison National Historic
Site as a leading educational, sci-
entific, and cultural center.

I thank the gentlelady.

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, | would like to ask
my colleagues to join me today in recognizing
one of New Jersey’s own—Thomas Alva Edi-
son. H.R. 2627, the Lifetime Innovations of
Thomas Edison, LITE, Act, is a testament to
Edison, whose impact is still being felt today.
Congress, in 1928, honored Edison with the
Congressional Gold Medal for the “develop-
ment and application of inventions that have
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revolutionized civilization in the last century.”
In 1997, Life magazine named Edison “Man of
the Millennium” in recognition of his inventions
that have transformed modern society, includ-
ing the incandescent light bulb, the motion pic-
ture camera, and the phonograph. The LITE
Act will preserve the intellectual and physical
accomplishments of Thomas Edison by com-
memorating his lifetime achievements; re-des-
ignating the Edison National Historic Site, lo-
cated in West Orange, NJ, my congressional
district, as a national historic park; and author-
izing appropriations to support the site.

The Edison site is actually comprised of two
separate sites—Edison’s home of 45 years,
known as Glenmont, and his laboratory com-
plex. The Edison site houses over 5 million
pages of documents, over 400,000 artifacts,
approximately 35,000 sound recordings, and
over 10,000 books from Edison’s personal li-
brary. Like this priceless collection of docu-
ments and artifacts, Edison’s laboratory com-
plex and home are also historical treasures.
With buildings dating back to 1887, the labora-
tory complex was one of America’s first re-
search and development facilities, and is
where Edison earned over half of his 1,093
patents. Moreover, Mr. Edison’s gravesite is
located on the grounds of his beloved
Glenmont, a 29-room home built in 1880 that
contains original furnishings and other family
items.

H.R. 2627 is critical to efforts to protect the
Thomas Edison National Historic Site. The
Edison site has enormous historical signifi-
cance for America and for the world, and is
badly in need of restoration. The need for
major infrastructure improvements at the Edi-
son site has been documented as early as
1972. Additionally, the site was listed, in 1992,
by the National Trust for Historic Preservation
as one of the Nation’s most “endangered his-
toric places.” The laboratory complex is cur-
rently closed to the public because of an ex-
tensive restoration effort. It is estimated that
the first phase of the restoration effort will be
completed next year and that the laboratory
complex will re-open to the public some time
between June and September of 2008. Ren-
ovations at Glenmont have been completed
and the site is open to the public and fully
functioning. Plans also exist for a second
phase of the restoration project. Currently, Na-
tional Park Service, NPS, staff are housed in
historic buildings under less than ideal cir-
cumstances. The second phase will focus on
getting NPS staff out of the historic buildings
and into office space that better supports their
critical mission of preserving Edison’s histor-
ical legacy.

When the Edison site was fully operational,
approximately 95,000 people visited the site
each year. It is estimated that the number of
visitors will nearly triple when the first phase of
the restoration project is completed next year.
H.R. 2627 would ensure this commitment by
re-designating the Edison site as a “national
historical park”—consistent with National Park
Service guidelines—and authorizing appropria-
tions for restoration work. These measures will
preserve Thomas Edison’s historical legacy,
enhance the educational experience of visitors
to the site, and hopefully, encourage more pri-
vate funding for restoration projects.

Although private benefactors—most notably
the Edison Preservation Foundation—have
generously donated significant resources to
restore the site, the Federal Government’s
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long-term commitment to the site is critical to
its longevity and educational mission. This leg-
islation recognizes Thomas Edison’s numer-
ous contributions to American society and pre-
serves the Edison National Historic Site as a
leading educational, scientific and cultural cen-
ter.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation is non-con-
troversial. Similar legislation in the 109th Con-
gress was supported by the National Park
Service and approved by the House by a vote
of 399-1. | respectfully urge my colleagues to
support this important legislation.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Guam (Ms.
BORDALLO) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2627.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————

PROMOTING THE CONSERVATION
AND MANAGEMENT OF THE AT-
LANTIC BLUEFIN TUNA

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 229)
expressing the sense of the Congress
that the United States should seek a
review of compliance by all nations
with the International Commission for
the Comnservation of Atlantic Tunas’
conservation and management rec-
ommendations for Atlantic bluefin
tuna and other species, and should pur-
sue strengthened conservation and
management measures to facilitate the
recovery of the Atlantic bluefin tuna,
and for other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 229

Whereas Atlantic bluefin tuna are a valu-
able commercial and recreational fishery of
the United States and many other countries;

Whereas the International Convention for
the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (herein-
after referred to as ‘‘the Convention’) was
signed in 1966;

Whereas the Convention established the
International Commission for the Conserva-
tion of Atlantic Tunas (hereinafter referred
to as ‘‘the Commission’’) to coordinate inter-
national research and develop conservation
and management recommendations on At-
lantic bluefin tuna and other highly migra-
tory species in the Atlantic Ocean and the
adjacent seas, including the Mediterranean
Sea;

Whereas in 1974, the Commission adopted
its first conservation and management rec-
ommendation to ensure the sustainability of
Atlantic bluefin tuna throughout the Atlan-
tic Ocean and Mediterranean Sea, while al-
lowing for the maximum sustainable catch
for food and other purposes;

Whereas in 1981, for management purposes,
the Commission adopted a working hypoth-
esis of two Atlantic bluefin tuna stocks, with
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one occurring west of 45 degree west lon-
gitude (hereinafter referred to as the ‘“‘west-
ern Atlantic stock’) and the other occurring
east of 45 degree west longitude (hereinafter
referred to as the ‘‘eastern Atlantic and Med-
iterranean stock’’);

Whereas since 1981, the Commission has
adopted additional and more restrictive con-
servation and management recommenda-
tions for the western Atlantic stock, and
these recommendations have been imple-
mented by nations fishing west of 45 degree
west longitude;

Whereas despite adoption and full imple-
mentation of a science-based rebuilding pro-
gram for the western Atlantic stock by coun-
tries fishing west of 45 degree west longitude,
catches and catch rates remain very low;

Whereas in contrast to the conservation
and management measures implemented for
the western Atlantic stock, total allowable
catches for the eastern Atlantic and Medi-
terranean stock have been consistently set
at levels significantly above scientific rec-
ommendations intended to maintain bluefin
tuna populations at levels that will permit
the maximum sustainable catch;

Whereas compliance with eastern Atlantic
and Mediterranean stock quotas by parties
to the Convention that harvest that stock
has been very poor, most recently with har-
vests exceeding such total allowable catch
levels by over 50 percent for each of the last
4 years;

Whereas poor management and compliance
with recommendations for the eastern Atlan-
tic and Mediterranean stock are of grave
concern because the condition of the eastern
Atlantic and Mediterranean stock could ad-
versely affect recovery of the western Atlan-
tic stock due to mixing between the two
stocks;

Whereas recent scientific data shows con-
siderable mixing of the two stocks and addi-
tional research on stock mixing will improve
the understanding of the relationship be-
tween the two stocks and the fisheries for
such stocks, which will assist in the manage-
ment of these species throughout their
ranges;

Whereas poor data reporting on eastern At-
lantic and Mediterranean stock quotas has
frequently thwarted efforts by the Commis-
sion to assign quota overharvests to specific
countries;

Whereas many Commission members fish-
ing east of 45 degree west longitude do not
comply with other Commission recommenda-
tions to control eastern Atlantic and Medi-
terranean bluefin tuna fisheries and conserve
this overfished resource and, more generally,
lack of compliance with Commission rec-
ommendations is an ongoing problem;

Whereas the Commission’s Standing Com-
mittee on Research and Statistics (herein-
after referred to as ‘““SCRS’’) noted in its 2006
report that the fishing mortality rate for the
eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean stock
may be more than three times the level that
would permit the stock to stabilize at the
maximum sustainable catch level, and con-
tinuing to fish at the level of recent years
“‘is expected to drive the spawning biomass
to a very low level” giving ‘‘rise to a high
risk of fishery and stock collapse’’;

Whereas the SCRS has recommended that
the annual harvest levels for eastern Atlan-
tic and Mediterranean bluefin tuna be re-
duced from 32,000 metric tons to approxi-
mately 15,000 metric tons to halt decline of
the resource and initiate recovery;

Whereas in 2006, the Commission adopted
the ‘‘Recommendation by ICCAT to Estab-
lish a Multi-Annual Recovery Plan for
Bluefin Tuna in the eastern Atlantic and
Mediterranean’ (hereinafter referred to as
the ‘‘Recovery Plan’’) containing a wide
range of management and monitoring and
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control measures designed to facilitate the
recovery of the eastern Atlantic and Medi-
terranean bluefin tuna stock; and

Whereas the Recovery Plan is inadequate
and allows overfishing and stock decline to
continue, and initial information indicates
that implementation of the plan in 2007 by
many eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean
bluefin tuna-harvesting countries has been
poor, reflecting a business-as-usual attitude
from the countries harvesting this stock
that is unacceptable in light of the 2006
SCRS assessment showing a high risk of a
fishery and stock collapse: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That it is the sense of the
Congress that the United States, through the
International Commission for the Conserva-
tion of Atlantic Tunas (hereinafter in this
concurrent resolution referred to as the
“Commission’’), should—

(1) pursue a review and assessment of com-
pliance with conservation and management
measures adopted by the Commission and in
effect for the 2006 eastern Atlantic and Medi-
terranean bluefin tuna fishery, occurring
east of 45 degree west longitude, and other
fisheries that are subject to the jurisdiction
of the Commission, including data collection
and reporting requirements;

(2) seek to address noncompliance by na-
tions with such measures through appro-
priate actions, including, as appropriate, de-
ducting a proportion of a future quota for a
country to compensate for such country ex-
ceeding its quota in prior years;

(3) pursue a meaningful discussion of the
implementation and effectiveness of the
Commission recommendation entitled ‘‘Rec-
ommendation by ICCAT to Establish a
Multi-Annual Recovery Plan for Bluefin
Tuna in the Eastern Atlantic and Mediterra-
nean’” (Recommendation 06-05), including
seeking detailed explanations from Commis-
sion members that have failed to fully imple-
ment the terms of the recommendation; and

(4) seek to strengthen the conservation and
management of the eastern Atlantic and
Mediterranean bluefin tuna by making rec-
ommendations to halt the decline of the
stock and begin to rebuild it.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Guam (Ms. BORDALLO) and the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Guam.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 days to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on the bill under consider-
ation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Guam?

There was no objection.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

House Concurrent Resolution 229
sends a message encouraging the 42
member nations attending the Inter-
national Commission for the Conserva-
tion of Atlantic Tunas to take actions
to stop the overfishing of bluefin tuna.

Since 1981, fishermen in the United
States and other nations in the West-
ern Atlantic have curtailed fishing to
help the bluefin recover. At the same
time, other nations in the eastern At-
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lantic and the Mediterranean have con-
tinued to fish at levels exceeding limits
recommended by the scientists. If seri-
ous conservation actions are not taken,
we will lose the bluefin tuna.

House Concurrent Resolution 229
demonstrates our support for the U.S.
delegation and other nations attending
the meeting in Turkey to act deci-
sively to conserve bluefin tuna.

I commend Congressman FRANK
PALLONE for introducing this resolu-
tion, and I urge all Members to support
it.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise in support of House Concurrent
Resolution 229, promoting the con-
servation and management of the At-
lantic bluefin tuna.

The United States has been instru-
mental in working towards a viable
and successful rebuilding plan for west-
ern Atlantic bluefin tuna. Unfortu-
nately, the countries fishing on the
eastern bluefin tuna stock have repeat-
edly ignored the recommendations of
the scientific committee and set
quotas for eastern Atlantic bluefin
tuna at unsustainable levels. To add in-
sult to injury, those countries have not
even complied with these
unsustainable quotas, having contin-
ued to fish at levels far over the
unsustainable quota level.

This concurrent resolution is very
timely, within the 20th meeting of the
Tuna Commission, occurring this week
in Turkey. The U.S. delegation should
continue its leadership role and pro-
pose additional conservation measures
for eastern Atlantic bluefin tuna.
Moreover, the delegation should work
to get the Commission to adopt viable
compliance measures and, if necessary,
sanctions for those countries that con-
tinue to ignore the conservation and
management recommendations of the
Commission.

I urge a ‘‘yes’ vote on this particular
bill.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, again,
I request that my colleagues support
this House Concurrent Resolution 229,
as amended.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Guam (Ms.
BORDALLO) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 229, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution, as amended, was
agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

AUTHORIZING PARTICIPATION IN
CERTAIN WATER PROJECTS IN
CALIFORNIA

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2614) to amend the Reclamation
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Wastewater and Groundwater Study

and Facilities Act to authorize the Sec-

retary of the Interior to participate in
certain water projects in California.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2614

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. PROJECT AUTHORIZATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Reclamation Waste-
water and Groundwater Study and Facilities
Act (Public Law 102-575, title XVI; 43 U.S.C.
390h et seq.) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

“SEC. 163 . YUCAIPA VALLEY REGIONAL WATER

SUPPLY RENEWAL PROJECT.

‘‘(a) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary, in co-
operation with the Yucaipa Valley Water
District, may participate in the design, plan-
ning, and construction of projects to treat
impaired surface water, reclaim and reuse
impaired groundwater, and provide brine dis-
posal within the Santa Ana Watershed as de-
scribed in the report submitted under section
1606.

‘“(b) CoST SHARING.—The Federal share of
the cost of the project described in sub-
section (a) shall not exceed 25 percent of the
total cost of the project.

‘(¢) LIMITATION.—Funds provided by the
Secretary shall not be used for operation or
maintenance of the project described in sub-
section (a).

“(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this section $20,000,000.

“SEC. 163 . CITY OF CORONA WATER UTILITY,

~ CALIFORNIA, WATER RECYCLING
AND REUSE PROJECT.

‘‘(a) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary, in co-
operation with the City of Corona Water
Utility, California, is authorized to partici-
pate in the design, planning, and construc-
tion of, and land acquisition for, a project to
reclaim and reuse wastewater, including de-
graded groundwaters, within and outside of
the service area of the City of Corona Water
Utility, California.

“(b) CosT SHARE.—The Federal share of the
cost of the project authorized by this section
shall not exceed 25 percent of the total cost
of the project.

‘‘(c) LIMITATION.—The Secretary shall not
provide funds for the operation and mainte-
nance of the project authorized by this sec-
tion.”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—The table
of sections in section 2 of Public Law 102-575
is amended by inserting after the item relat-
ing to section 163 the following:

‘“Sec. 163 . Yucaipa Valley Regional Water
Supply Renewal Project.

‘“‘Sec. 163 . City of Corona Water Utility,
California, water recycling and
reuse project.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Guam (Ms. BORDALLO) and the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Guam.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 days to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on the bill under consider-
ation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Guam?
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There was no objection.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

H.R. 2614, as introduced by our col-
league, Representative KEN CALVERT,
would authorize the Secretary of the
Interior to provide financial and tech-
nical assistance for new water recy-
cling projects in Southern California.
Funding these and other water recy-
cling projects may be the only way
that Southern California can protect
itself from future droughts.

Similar legislation passed the House
in the two previous Congresses.

Mr. Speaker, we fully support this
noncontroversial bill, and I ask that
my colleagues join me in support of
H.R. 2614.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise in support of H.R. 2614, a bill spon-
sored by the former chairman of the
Water and Power Subcommittee, Mr.
CALVERT of California.

Since Southern California is depend-
ent upon imported water, many com-
munities are pursuing ways to develop
local water supplies through water re-
cycling. This bill will help the Yucaipa
Valley and the town of Corona in Cali-
fornia reduce their dependence on im-
ported water through water recycling.

This bill, which is cosponsored by our
distinguished colleague, JERRY LEWIS
of California, will also help protect
these communities from drought and
environmental lawsuits aimed at shut-
ting off water deliveries.

I urge my colleagues to support this
important measure.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, again,
I urge our colleagues to support this
very important piece of legislation,
and I yield back.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Guam (Ms.
BORDALLO) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2614.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————

PROVIDING THAT THE GREAT
HALL OF THE CAPITOL VISITOR
CENTER SHALL BE KNOWN AS
EMANCIPATION HALL

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3315) to provide that the great
hall of the Capitol Visitor Center shall
be known as Emancipation Hall.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3315

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. DESIGNATION OF GREAT HALL OF
THE CAPITOL VISITOR CENTER AS
EMANCIPATION HALL.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The great hall of the Cap-
itol Visitor Center shall be known and des-
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ignated as ‘‘Emancipation Hall”, and any
reference to the great hall in any law, rule,
or regulation shall be deemed to be a ref-
erence to Emancipation Hall.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall
apply on and after the date of the enactment
of this Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
the District of Columbia (Ms. NORTON)
and the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
B00zMAN) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial on H.R. 3315.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia?

There was no objection.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

H.R. 3315 is a bill to designate the
great hall located in the Capitol Vis-
itor Center as ‘“‘Emancipation Hall.”” As
we all know, the new Capitol Visitor
Center is the most recent and largest
addition to the United States Capitol
in its 212-year history.

The great hall will include informa-
tion and ticketing desks and provide an
area where Americans from across the
country and where people from all over
the world can gather to take in scenic
views of the Capitol or prepare to tour
the 580,000 square foot Visitor Center.

The great hall will also serve as a
central gathering space in the Capitol
Visitor Center. It encompasses 20,000
square feet and its dimensions are 100
feet by 200 feet, with a ceiling height of
35 feet. It is indeed a majestic addition
to the Capitol. There will be statues
from Statuary Hall on display through-
out the great hall, if I may so, hope-
fully, finally, statues from the Capitol
of the United States; the District of
Columbia. The plaster model of the
Statue of Freedom from the Senate
Russell building will be featured in the
cellar rotunda. The wall and column
stone in the great hall is sandstone
from Pennsylvania. The floor stone is
marble from Tennessee and dolomite
from Wisconsin. The black granite in
the water features of the great hall
comes from California. It is remark-
able and impressive as a public space
befitting this Capitol.

In 2004, congressional leaders di-
rected the Architect of the Capitol to
produce a report on the history of slave
labor in the construction of the Capitol
itself. The completed 29-page report ex-
amined the efforts of slaves that helped
build the Capitol, other Federal build-
ings, and the White House, which at
the time was known as the President’s
House. Although the record was incom-
plete because of limited documentation
of slave labor, the evidence available
and historical context in the report
provided several indications that slaves
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and freed African Americans played a
significant role in building the phys-
ical symbols and the Capitol itself.

H.R. 3315 was introduced to acknowl-
edge the work of many who were forced
to work on building the U.S. Capitol.
On Wednesday, November 7, the con-
gressional task force completed its
work and included in its list of rec-
ommendations a specific recommenda-
tion to honor slaves who built the Cap-
itol.

Mr. Speaker, I am a third-generation
Washingtonian. My great grandfather,
Richard Holmes, was a runaway slave
from a plantation in Virginia. He ar-
rived here in the 1850s, and that’s how
our family began here. He was freed in
a congressional emancipation 9 months
before the Emancipation Proclama-
tion. This emancipation was a Civil
War emancipation bill issued earlier
than the more famous Emancipation
Proclamation.

He worked on the streets of the cap-
ital. I have no evidence that he worked
on the Capitol itself. Indeed, there was
no mention of the work of slaves or Af-
rican Americans on this Capitol even
in official Capitol histories until recent
decades.

This Capitol has stood for 212 years
without even acknowledging, in some
small way, perhaps a marker, some-
thing to indicate that slaves, many of
them quite skilled because they were
hired out as ‘“‘hired Negroes’ in order
to bring the greatest revenue to their
slave owners, and therefore, it
behooved him or her to hire out those
Negro hires, as they were called, who
could benefit the slave owner the most.

These are nameless African Ameri-
cans. Nothing in the Emancipation
Hall and nothing that we do now will
make us understand who they are. The
very least we can do, if we are adding
to this Capitol, is to finally acknowl-
edge their work in building this ex-
traordinary building that was called
from its earliest beginnings, the Tem-
ple of Liberty, or perhaps now that we
have founded the great hall, it will be
more worthy of that name.

When I visited the center, I was very
impressed by it; but in the early days
of its construction, I asked, How are
you going to commemorate the fact
that slaves worked on the original Cap-
itol? And there was something, along
with many other historical remem-
brances, that did indicate that slaves
had built or helped build the original
Capitol, along with, of course, many
working-class and skilled whites who
participated in the effort. But that was
going to be the sum total of it.

One of the difficulties may be, how do
you do something so late in the history
of our country that is large enough to
encompass what we had not remem-
bered for two centuries?

In my judgment, there is no place,
there is no marker, there is no piece of
ground that can adequately, finally re-
member their contribution. And so we
don’t name a hall, we don’t name a
room, we don’t have a statue. We say



H13530

enter this space. When you enter this
space, it will be called Emancipation
Hall.
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And in that way we will perhaps
emancipate our Capitol from more
than two centuries of ignoring the con-
tribution of these slaves who helped
build this majestic building.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

H.R. 3315 provides that the great hall
of the Capitol Visitor Center be known
as Emancipation Hall. The bill was in-
troduced by Representative ZACH WAMP
of Tennessee on August 2, 2007.

At nearly 580,000 square feet, the Cap-
itol Visitor Center is the largest
project undertaken by the Office of the
Architect of the Capitol in the Cap-
itol’s 212-year-old history. It is one of
the most important projects since the
extensions to the Capitol and the Dome
were built more than 140 years ago. As
an extension of the Capitol, the Capitol
Visitor Center will welcome visitors to
the seat of the American Government.

Within the Capitol Visitor Center,
the great hall is a large 20,000-square-
foot room where visitors will gather as
they enter the Capitol. This promising
gathering space will serve as the gate-
way for the public’s experience of the
Capitol and American democracy.

The Capitol Visitor Center will pro-
vide visitors to the Capitol the oppor-
tunity to learn about and more fully
understand the Constitution, the Con-
gress, and the history of the Capitol,
including the contribution of slaves
who helped build the Capitol and the
country. It will help deepen the under-
standing of all who visit about our Na-
tion’s long struggle with slavery and
its ultimate abolition.

It is fitting and appropriate to recog-
nize the seminal moment of the Eman-
cipation Proclamation in American
history. We should recognize the sac-
rifice and contribution of the many
slaves who helped build the Capitol.

Mr. Speaker, with that, I reserve the
balance of my time.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. JACKSON).

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. I thank the
gentlewoman for yielding. Let me ex-
press my great appreciation to the
chairman and to the ranking member
of this committee.

Today we have come to this temple
of democracy on this momentous occa-
sion to write a new chapter in the un-
folding story of human freedom. The
event of emancipation marks one of
the most if not the most significant
event in American history.

Emancipation was more than an act;
it was a process. Emancipation was not
a date but a period. Emancipation was
not an event but the fulfillment of
providence that the arc of history may
be long but it bends towards justice
and human freedom.
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When the American city war erupted,
both North and South defended their
causes as morally just, legally right,
and constitutionally sound. North-
erners and southerners saw themselves
as the true Americans following in the
tradition and the footsteps of the
Founding Fathers. North and South
used the Constitution as their source of
moral and legal authority for con-
ducting a war against each other. Both
sides saw themselves as standing in the
tradition of the American Revolution.

Each side contended that it was
fighting for freedom and liberty,
though certain facts contradicted the
beliefs of both. The South said it was
fighting to preserve the freedom, while
owning slaves. The North said it was
fighting for liberty, while not initially
fighting to grant liberty to the slaves.
President Abraham Lincoln’s address
to the Sanitary Fair in Baltimore on
April 18, 1864, summed up the quan-
dary.

He said, ‘“We all declare for liberty;
but in using the same word, we do not
mean the same thing. With some the
word ‘liberty’ may mean for each man
to do as he pleases with himself and
the product of his labor; while with
others the same word may mean for
some men to do as they please with
other men and the product of other
men’s labor. Here are two not only dif-
ferent but incompatible things called
by the same name: liberty. And it fol-
lows that each of these things is, by
their respective parties, called by two
different and incompatible names: lib-
erty and tyranny.”’

Today women, lesbians, gays,
bisexuals, transgendered Americans,
African Americans, Latinos, Native
Americans, and students see in the
word ‘‘liberty’” one thing. Today for
the Titans of Industry, it still means
quite another. For the disposed, it
means for each person to do with him-
self as they please. For the Titans, it
means for them to do as they please
with other men and the product of
other men’s labor anywhere in the
world. As Lincoln said, ‘““And it follows
that each of the things is, by the re-
spective parties, called by two different
and incompatible names: liberty and
tyranny.”’

That is why the efforts to name the
great hall Liberty Hall will settle for
some but still not settle for others the
fundamental question of human free-
dom. For millions of Americans to pass
through Emancipation Hall and not
Liberty Hall is an important acknowl-
edgment about the process for attain-
ing human freedom in the American
historical context.

Mr. Speaker, it is most appropriate
that the distinguished gentleman from
Tennessee, Mr. ZACH WAMP, offered this
amendment, in conjunction with the
gentleman from Illinois, to help estab-
lish a marker in the Capitol of the
United States about the significant
role that these Americans, these Afri-
cans, played in the process not only in
constructing the temple of our democ-
racy but in strengthening America.
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Madam Chair, it is probably most ap-
propriate that the Emancipation Hall
designation be established during this
Thanksgiving period, as the first
Thanksgiving established by proclama-
tion by President Abraham Lincoln
was during the American Civil War
when President Lincoln, on October 3,
1863, looked out over a Nation torn by
war, ravaged by internecine, intra-
family and interfamily struggles, and
concluded that because of the extraor-
dinary efforts of the North and the
South, men and women who thought
their causes were just, that we needed
a national day of thanks. And so on Oc-
tober 3, 1863, President Abraham Lin-
coln affixed to a national proclamation
a national day of thanks to say thank
you for now until eternity for all of the
blessings that have been bestowed upon
our Nation.

Thanksgiving has a lot less to do, Mr.
Speaker, with Pilgrims in 1620 and
much more to do with the emanci-
pation of human freedom.

I thank the gentlewoman for the
time.

Lincoln understood for his time and ours
that we must not be confused about the lan-
guage and process of human freedom.

Much has been said about Lincoln and his
ambivalence about emancipation. | believe
when placed in context greater clarity emerges
in Lincoln’s calculation of emancipation.

In 1862, Lincoln’s announced support of col-
onization, along with his lack of public support
for emancipation, was generating sometimes
vicious attacks from militant abolitionists, in-
cluding a “Prayer for Twenty Millions” editorial
urging emancipation that appeared in Horace
Greeley’'s New York Tribune. On August 22, a
month after the private announcement to his
cabinet on July 22 that he intended to issue
an Emancipation Proclamation, Lincoln replied
to Greeley’s editorial with a masterfully written
open letter:

If there be those who would not save the
Union, unless they could at the same time
save slavery, I do not agree with them. If
there be those who would not save the Union
unless they could at the same time destroy
slavery, I do not agree with them. My para-
mount objective in this struggle is to save
the Union, and is not either to save or to de-
stroy slavery. If I could save the Union with-
out freeing any slave I would do it, and if I
could save it by freeing all the slaves I would
do it; and if I could save it by freeing some
and leaving others alone, I would also do
that. What I do about slavery, and colored
race, I do because I believe it helps to save
the Union; and what I forbear, I forbear be-
cause I do not believe it would help to save
the Union. I shall do less whenever I shall be-
lieve what I am doing hurts the cause, and I
shall do more whenever I shall believe doing
more will help the cause.

Lincoln was reiterating his central thesis,
that the purpose of the war was preservation
of the Union, but in light of the intransigence
of the border States, he was publicly hinting
that he might have to do something more, in-
cluding emancipation, to save the Union. In
this open letter, Lincoln was saying “if,” but he
had already concluded in his own mind “that”
the only way to save the Union was to free the
slaves.

After the emancipation proposal became
public, Lincoln was sometimes ridiculed in po-
litical oratory and newspaper editorials about
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his Emancipation Proclamation, which would
free the slaves only where the president had
no power to do so—in the rebel southern
States—but preserve the institution every-
where else. But Lincoln’s enemies either mis-
understood the president, lacked his under-
standing of the Constitution, or ignored his
politics. On saving the Union, Lincoln had ad-
ditional flexibility under the Constitution. Politi-
cally, he could sometimes get away with vio-
lating it by engaging in arbitrary arrests and
suspending the writ of habeas corpus. On the
question of ending slavery, however, Lincoln
saw no such flexibility. His understanding of
the Constitution committed him to acting within
both it and the law, for neither had yet been
changed. Under the Constitution, slavery was
still legal in the United States.

On the first question, Lincoln and all Repub-
licans agreed that a Thirteenth Amendment
outlawing slavery must be added to the Con-
stitution. The Senate quickly passed such an
amendment, but the House—which had
gained thirty-four Democrats in the 1862 mid-
term elections—was opposed.

Lincoln understood, if others didn’t, that
issuing the Emancipation Proclamation would
convert a struggling Union army, trying to hold
a Nation together, into a liberation army to
free the slaves. The newly freed slaves could
help win the struggle by fighting alongside the
Union soldiers. Of course, the liberation of
slaves would happen only if the North won the
war. Militant abolitionists still thought the proc-
lamation weak, southerners thought it an out-
rage, but most antislavery advocates, both
black and white, understood its revolutionary
implications. It was the one act that changed
the entire character of the war. It gave the war
a moral purpose—human freedom—to bolster
the political goal of saving the Union. And a
purpose with such deep emotional power con-
demned the Confederacy to sure defeat.

The question now was, having transformed
the conflict into a war of liberation, would the
northern Union soldiers still fight? Some said
no. “An Ohio Democrat amended the party’s
slogan to proclaim, ‘the Constitution as it is,
the Union as it was, the Niggers where they
are.”” But most said yes! “A Democratic pri-
vate in the Army of the Potomac whose pre-
vious letters had railed against abolitionists
and blacks now expressed support for ‘putting
away any institution if by so doing it will put
down the rebellion, for | hold that nothing
should stand in the way of the Union—nig-
gers, nor anything else.””

With the July 4, 1863 victory at Gettysburg
and Vicksburg northern hopes rose and south-
ern spirits sank.

The burial of the Gettysburg dead was origi-
nally planned for October 23 but rescheduled
to November 19 because the principal orator,
Edward Everett of Massachusetts, could not
be ready before then. Lincoln, by comparison,
was casually invited to attend and make a few
remarks. “No insult was intended. Federal re-
sponsibility or participation was not assumed,
then, in state activities. And Lincoln took no
offense. Though specifically invited to deliver
only ‘a few appropriate remarks’ to open the
cemetery, he meant to use this opportunity.
The partly mythical victory of Gettysburg was
important to his administration’s war propa-
ganda.”

There are mythical accounts that Lincoln
wrote his Gettysburg Address on the back of
an envelope. Even though the 272-word
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speech probably took less than three minutes
to deliver—interrupted with applause five times
by the twenty thousand in attendance—such
cavalier preparation would have been totally
uncharacteristic of Lincoln, who took such op-
portunities very seriously.

Lincoln intended to use this occasion and
speech to lift the Nation’s eyes above the
death and carnage of Gettysburg “to a level of
abstraction that purges it of grosser matter
. . . Lincoln did for the whole Civil War what
he accomplished for the single battlefield.” He
transformed its meaning and in so doing trans-
formed what it meant to be an American.

Lincoln mentioned neither slavery nor Get-
tysburg. He drained his speech of all particu-
lars in order to lift up an ideal. Lincoln in-
tended to create something good and new out
of this tragic and bloody episode. Both North
and South strove to interpret Gettysburg to
further their own war interests. Lincoln was
after an even bigger victory—winning the ideo-
logical as well as the military war. And he suc-
ceeded. “The Civil War is, to most Americans,
what Lincoln wanted it to mean. Words had to
complete the word of the guns.”

When we wave the flag and celebrate on
July 4, Independence Day, we are not so
much celebrating our American-ness in terms
of our independence from England. We are
celebrating the meaning of the flag and Amer-
ica as Lincoln interpreted them in his Gettys-
burg Address. At Gettysburg, Lincoln reinter-
preted the Constitution. Looking past slavery
in the Constitution, he appealed to the Dec-
laration of Independence and its claim that “all
men are created equal.” Conservative political
“heirs to his outrage still attack Lincoln for
subverting the Constitution at Gettysburg.”

Lincoln is here not only to sweeten the air
at Gettysburg, but to clear the infected at-
mosphere of American history itself, tainted
with official sins and inherited guilt. He
would cleanse the Constitution—not, as Wil-
liam Lloyd Garrison had, by burning an in-
strument that countenanced slavery. He al-
tered the document from within, by appeal
from its letter to the spirit, subtly changing
the recalcitrant stuff that legal compromise,
bringing it to its own indictment. By implic-
itly doing this, he performed one of the most
daring acts of open-air sleight-of-hand ever
witnessed by the unsuspecting. Everyone in
that vast throng of thousands was having his
or her intellectual pocket picked. The crowd
departed with a new thing in its ideological
luggage, that new Constitution Lincoln has
substituted for the one they brought there
with them. They walked off, from those
curving graves on the hillside, under a
changed sky, into a different America. Lin-
coln has revolutionized the Revolution, giv-
ing people a new past to live with that would
change their future indefinitely.

Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address was trans-
forming the United States from a plural to a
singular noun—from the United States are into
the United States is a free government.

According to Garry Wills, Lincoln, by his
words and action, converted the Union from a
mystical hope into a constitutional reality.

July 4, 1776—only white men could vote;
July 4, 1863—Gettysburg; July 4, 2007:
Barack Obama, an African American, Hillary
Clinton, a woman, Mitt Romney, a Mormon, All
are candidates for President; America and
what it means to be an American today will
not be the same definition of what it means to
be an American tomorrow. We are all part of
the Emancipation process.
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A bit of trivia, when was the first Thanks-
giving? 1620. Why? Landing of Plymouth
Rock. Interesting, because the first slaves ar-
rived in Jamestown in 1619.

In November 1863, Abraham Lincoln looked
out over a Nation ravaged by war, internecine
warfare, intra and inter family feuding, and
saw light at the end of the tunnel for Northern
victory and proclaimed the 3rd Thursday in
November as a national day of thanks. Procla-
mation of Thanksgiving:

WASHINGTON, DC,
October 3, 1863.

This is the proclamation which set the
precedent for America’s national day of
Thanksgiving. During his administration,
President Lincoln issued many orders like
this. For example, on November 28, 1861, he
ordered government departments closed for a
local day of thanksgiving.

Sarah Josepha Hale, a prominent magazine
editor, wrote a letter to Lincoln on Novem-
ber 28, 1863, urging him to have the ‘‘day of
our annual Thanksgiving made a National
and fixed Union Festival. ‘“ She wrote, ‘“You
may have observed that, for some years past,
there has been an increasing interest felt in
our land to have the Thanksgiving held on
the same day, in all the States; it now needs
National recognition and authoritive fixa-
tion, only, to become permanently, an Amer-
ican custom and institution. ‘“ The document
below sets apart the last Thursday of No-
vember ‘‘as a day of Thanksgiving and
Praise.

According to an April 1, 1864, letter from
John Nicolay, one of President Lincoln’s sec-
retaries, this document was written by Sec-
retary of State William Seward, and the
original was in his handwriting. On October
3, 1863, fellow Cabinet member Gideon Welles
recorded in his diary that he complimented
Seward on his work. A year later the manu-
script was sold to benefit Union troops.

By the President of the United States of
America.

A PROCLAMATION

The year that is drawing towards its close,
has been filled with the blessings of fruitful
fields and healthful skies. To these bounties,
which are so constantly enjoyed that we are
prone to forget the source from which they
come, others have been added, which are of
so extraordinary a nature, that they cannot
fail to penetrate and soften even the heart
which is habitually insensible to the ever
watchful providence of Almighty God. In the
midst of a civil war of unequaled magnitude
and severity, which has sometimes seemed to
foreign States to invite and to provoke their
aggression, peace has been preserved with all
nations, order has been maintained, the laws
have been respected and obeyed, and har-
mony has prevailed everywhere except in the
theatre of military conflict; while that the-
atre has been greatly contracted by the ad-
vancing armies and navies of the Union.
Needful diversions of wealth and of strength
from the fields of peaceful industry to the
national defence, have not arrested the
plough, the shuttle or the ship; the axe has
enlarged the borders of our settlements, and
the mines, as well of iron and coal as of the
precious metals, have yielded even more
abundantly than heretofore. Population has
steadily increased, notwithstanding the
waste that has been made in the camp, the
siege and the battle-field; and the country,
rejoicing in the consiousness of augmented
strength and vigor, is permitted to expect
continuance of years with large increase of
freedom. No human counsel hath devised nor
hath any mortal hand worked out these
great things. They are the gracious gifts of
the Most High God, who, while dealing with
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us in anger for our sins, hath nevertheless re-
membered mercy. It has seemed to me fit
and proper that they should be solemnly,
reverently and gratefully acknowledged as
with one heart and one voice by the whole
American People. I do therefore invite my
fellow citizens in every part of the United
States, and also those who are at sea and
those who are sojourning in foreign lands, to
set apart and observe the last Thursday of
November next, as a day of Thanksgiving
and Praise to our beneficent Father who
dwelleth in the Heavens. And I recommend
to them that while offering up the ascrip-
tions justly due to Him for such singular
deliverances and blessings, they do also, with
humble penitence for our national perverse-
ness and disobedience, commend to His ten-
der care all those who have become widows,
orphans, mourners or sufferers in the lamen-
table civil strife in which we are unavoidably
engaged, and fervently implore the interposi-
tion of the Almighty Hand to heal the
wounds of the nation and to restore it as
soon as may be consistent with the Divine
purposes to the full enjoyment of peace, har-
mony, tranquillity and Union.

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand and caused the Seal of the United
States to be affixed.

Done at the city of Washington, this third
day of October, in the year of our Lord one
thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, and
of the Independence of the United States the
Eighty-eighth.

By the President: Abraham Lincoln.

WILLIAM H. SEWARD,
Secretary of State.

The question for contemporary American
memory is why would we appropriate the
memory for Thanksgiving as “Plymouth Rock”
an event that has its formation in quite a dif-
ferent story.

The same can be said for the story of our
capitol. From the moment a visitor enters this
building the unfolding process of emanci-
pation, the players in this drama, the actors,
the people, the heroes and the sheroes have
been hidden, denied a fair and accurate ac-
count of these unfolding events.

Rotunda: Story of America from pilgrims to
the Wright Brothers. Not a story of America;
Statuary Hall: Emancipation is ignored in Stat-
uary Hall as we count among our honored
dead Confederate President Jefferson Davis,
Confederate Vice President Alexander Ham-
ilton Stephens, Confederate General Robert E.
Lee, and Confederate Commander Joseph
Wheeler—still in uniform; Rather than discuss
this history we reduce the story of this Nation
to acoustics; Old Senate Chamber: Charles
Sumner, Preston Brooks, Plessy v. Ferguson;
Old Supreme Court Chamber: Dred Scott,
Amistad Africa.

It is the emancipation process that led to the
Thirteenth, Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amend-
ments. And as descendants of Slaves we be-
lieve that as Americans are better educated
on this history that process will lead to our
twenty-eighth amendment, our twenty-ninth
and thirtieth: Health care for all; Education of
equal and high quality for all; Cleaner environ-
ment; Fix our Nation’s voting system; Provide
equality for women.

It is our Nation’s historical process and only
that process can provide emancipation for all.

Interpreting Lincoln’s life and work is ex-
tremely important. Recently there have been
questions raised as to whether Lincoln should
be credited with freeing the slaves. The argu-
ment goes: Given some of Lincoln’s history,
his racial attitudes and stalemates, his mod-
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erate views on the subject, his noninterference
with slavery where it already existed, his one
proposed solution of colonization, his grad-
ualist approach to ending the institution, his
hesitancy with respect to issuing the Emanci-
pation Proclamation and using colored troops
in the war, his late conversion to limited voting
rights for blacks, and more, why should he be
given credit with freeing the slaves? Some
have even argued that it was various actions
taken by the slaves—including the power
given to the Union cause as a result of the
moral case for overturning slavery, plus the
actual military role of working and fighting in
Union campaigns—that actually freed them.
By forcing the emancipation issue onto the
agenda, first of military officers, then of Con-
gress, and finally of Lincoln, it was their ac-
tions that led to freedom.

Clearly, just as the Congress and Lyndon
Johnson would not have been able to pass
and sign the civil rights and social legislation
of the 1960s apart from a modern civil and
human rights movement, so too the military
commanders, the Congress, and Lincoln
would not have been able to achieve what
they did without the agitation and movement
of the slaves and their allies. On the other
hand, the slaves would not have become
freedmen apart from what these leaders did.
Because historical interpretation has played up
the role of white male leaders while playing
down the role of mass movements and lead-
ers of color and women, our understanding of
history has been skewed. Some of the current
“putdown” of traditional historical interpretation
is legitimate rejection and reaction to his past
limited and distorted understanding and inter-
pretation of our history. The search now, it
seems to me, should be for a more balanced
interpretation, which includes striving to put
many forces and multiple players in proper
balance and perspective. That, | think, is what
is at issue with regard to the question: Did Lin-
coln free the slaves?

To answer this question James M. McPher-
son says in Drawn With the Sword that we
must first ask: What was “the essential condi-
tion, the one thing without which it would not
have happened? The clear answer is the
war.” Slavery had existed for nearly two and
a half centuries, it was more deeply en-
trenched in the South than ever, and every ef-
fort at self-emancipation—and there were
plenty—had failed. “Without the Civil War
there would have been no confiscation act, no
Emancipation Proclamation, no Thirteenth
Amendment (not to mention the Fourteenth
and Fifteenth) . . . and almost certainly no
end of slavery for several more decades at
least.”

As to the first question, what brought on the
war, there are two interrelated answers. What
brought on the war was slavery. What trig-
gered the war was disunion over the issue of
slavery. Disunion resulted because initially
seven and ultimately eleven southern States
saw Lincoln as an antislavery advocate and
candidate, running in an antislavery party on
an antislavery platform, who would be an anti-
slavery president. Rather than abide such a
“Black President” and “Black Republican
Party,” southern States led by the Democratic
Party severed their ties to the Union. Through
secession, which Lincoln and the Union re-
fused to accept, they went to war over pre-
serving the Union. While Lincoln was willing to
allow slavery to stand where it stood from
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1854 when he reentered politics onward, Lin-
coln never wavered or compromised on one
central issue—extension of slavery into the
territories. And while gradualist in approach,
Lincoln (and the slave states of the South)
knew this would eventually mean the end of
slavery. It was Lincoln who brought out and
sustained all of these factors.

Thus, while Lincoln’s primary emphasis
throughout was on saving the Union, the result
of saving the Union was emancipation for the
slaves. If the Union has not been preserved,
slavery would not have been ended and may
even have been strengthened. Strategically,
Lincoln understood that the Union was a com-
mon-ground issue around which he could rally
the American people, while slavery and anti-
slavery were divisive. And looked at in per-
spective, by holding his coalition together
around the issue of the Union, enough Union-
ists eventually saw the connection between
the two issues that he could ease into emanci-
pation in the middle of the war—when it gave
the North a huge boost.

Even when Lincoln believed he was going
to lose the presidency in August 1864, he
said, “There have been men who proposed to
me to return to slavery the black warriors”
who had fought for the Union. ‘I should be
damned in time and eternity for so doing. The
world shall know that | will keep my faith to
friends and enemies, come what will . . . In
effect, he was saying that he would rather be
right than president . . . As matters turned out
. . . he was both right and president.

Clearly, many slaves did self-emancipate
through the Underground Railroad before the
war, and through flight during the war. Even
so, that is not the same as bringing an end to
the peculiar institution of slavery, which only
the Civil War and Lincoln’s leadership did. By
pronouncing slavery a moral evil that must
come to an end and then winning the presi-
dency in 1860, provoking the South to secede,
by refusing to compromise on the issue of
slavery’s expansion or no Fort Sumter, by
careful leadership and timing that kept a frag-
ile Union.

Toby—Kunta Kinte.

Toby—Kunta Kinte.

Toby—Kunta Kinte.

Boy your name is Toby!

Today we begin the process of educating
America on who Mr. Kinte was! Today we ac-
knowledge in a small way Mr. Kinte’s contribu-
tion to the Union making it more perfect.

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
sponsor of the bill, Mr. WAMP of Ten-
nessee.

Mr. WAMP. I thank the distinguished
ranking member and the chairwoman
and Mr. JACKSON.

I love this Capitol. I love every
square inch of it. I have spent many,
many hours walking people through
this Capitol and talking about the ex-
traordinary history of this place.
About 1,700 times I have taken groups
through the Capitol over the last 13
years.

Some of the stories that I have
learned about as I share them just send
chills up and down my spine. To think
that there were 4,000 Union troops dur-
ing the Civil War stationed on Capitol
Hill, that 4,000 troops were here at the
Capitol during the Civil War.
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And when you go up inside of the
Dome, the magnificent Dome, which
around the world is the beacon of free-
dom, the symbol of hope, recognizable
everywhere in this world, you go up in-
side of it, and you ask what the little
hooks are hanging there, and they will
tell you that is where they hung the
lanterns when Union soldiers would
work side by side with slaves to build
that Rotunda in the depths of the Civil
War.

That is a fact that few people know
because, as Ms. NORTON said, the story
was never told. It was never archived,
the incredible commitment and the
irony of the people fighting for the
slaves’ freedom were working side by
side during the Civil War to build this
temple of freedom. All the history
books point out that that is one great
and grave omission in the Capitol his-
tory.

A guy named Oz Guiness once told
me that the power to convene is great-
er than the power to legislate. And we
convene here in the Capitol, people
from all over the world, for good
causes. The floor space of the Rotunda,
which is the most prominent room in
Capitol, is about 7,500 square feet. As
Ms. NORTON said, the floor space of this
new hall, which has been called the
great hall, is almost three times that
size. It’s a magnificent space designed
to bring all of the visitors there to con-
vene them before they enter this tem-
ple of freedom.

I want to answer the question why
not the Great Hall, because it has been
referred to as the great hall. But the
Great Hall for over 100 years is the
foyer, the Great Hall, at the Library of
Congress in the Jefferson building. It is
one of the most ornate spaces in the
United States of America. I think it is
the most beautiful room in Wash-
ington, D.C. And it is called the Great
Hall. The Librarian of Congress told us,
as soon a I became the ranking member
of the Legislative Branch Appropria-
tions Subcommittee in January, that
this was a conflict because the CVC
construction adds a tunnel between the
Great Hall and the great hall. On two
sides of the tunnel is going to be two
great halls. Are you kidding me? How
did we do that? That’s confusing.
That’s problematic. That diminishes
the name and the history for over a
century of the Great Hall of the Li-
brary of Congress, which everyone in
this city, Presidents, Vice Presidents,
Speakers of the House, know as the
Great Hall. So you can’t call this the
great hall. So what shall it be called?

Emancipation brings us all together
at a time in this country where we
need things to bring us together. This
is a way to honor this incredible proc-
ess that led to an event that liberated
all people in this country under our
Constitution, not just some. And it was
Abraham Lincoln who was the great
emancipator.

So our parties come together today,
and I ask the House to join us in this
most important naming. It is impor-
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tant what you name things. It’s impor-
tant what we name each other. It’s im-
portant what we call things. It’s impor-
tant what we call each other. Words
matter.

Emancipation liberates us today, the
thought of Emancipation Hall, the
largest and most prominent room in
this 580,000-square-foot addition to the
Capitol.

Come together, House of Representa-
tives. Come together, United States
Senate. Let us send the message to all
who come to this temple of freedom
that emancipation lives on. And with
such an important moment in the
learning process of this experiment in
freedom and democracy known as the
American Republic, let’s come to-
gether today.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. GOHMERT).

Mr. GOHMERT. It is so true that
slavery was an abomination and is even
today an abomination. It was a blight
on this country’s collective soul, and
we can thank God that it has been
eliminated.

Emancipation Hall, it does have a
great ring to it. It sounds beautiful and
it sounds like it’s high time that such
a hall were so named, and it does sound
like an appropriate hall.

As I go back, though, and think
through the comments and the speech-
es of those who were able to get rid of
this abomination in this country, I
think about the reasoning they had.
Some have said that if there is no uni-
versal standard of right and wrong, if
there is no force in the universe beyond
ourselves that is unwavering as to
right and wrong, then people can treat
others the way they wish. If we are
each god in our own way, then we can
treat each other as we wish.

But I believe, as those who fought so
hard to eliminate slavery, that there is
a universal standard of right and
wrong, and that is the God that’s ref-
erenced ‘“‘In God We Trust.”

But as we look throughout the Con-
gressional Visitor Center, we find the
Emancipation Hall will be a great addi-
tion, but there ought to be a basis,
some reference, so people know why
the emancipation was so important.
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Yet, as I understand it, the term
“Creator,” ‘“‘we are endowed by a Cre-
ator with certain inalienable rights,”
that’s nowhere in the hall; that’s been
eliminated. There is no reference to
the Lord. The Constitution is dated in
the year of our Lord in 1787. We find
out a couple of weeks ago that ‘‘Laus
Deo” that’s on the capstone of the
Washington Monument, meaning
“‘praise be to God” has been obliterated
and changed from the display so that
people don’t know what’s up there. And
the capstone itself, the monument rep-
lica, is turned where people can’t see
it.
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We are categorically removing God
and references to Creator, to God, to
Lord, from all of these things. And Lin-
coln, in his addresses, repeatedly said
we pray to the same God, it’s in his
second inaugural address, and yet the
efforts these days are to eliminate
that.

John Quincy Adams’ eloquent
speeches on the floor of Statuary Hall
over and over and over demanding an
end to this abomination, that God will
judge America harshly if we don’t
eliminate it, Lincoln said, after he be-
came President, wasn’t much hap-
pening during those 2 years he was in
the House except for those ‘‘great ser-
mons from that dear man Adams.”

So I hope that not only can we move
forward with naming the hall more ap-
propriately Emancipation Hall, I think
that’s wonderful, but I think that we
ought to restore to the plans God, who
made it all possible.

Mr. BOOZMAN. I just want to close
by thanking Mr. WAMP, the gentleman
from Tennessee, and Mr. JACKSON for
his help in moving this forward. This
certainly is a very fitting honor. And I
ask all of my colleagues for a resound-
ing ‘“‘yes’ vote to this so that we might
move forward.

I also want to thank the chairman of
the subcommittee for her hard work in
pushing this forward and getting it on
the floor.

With that, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Ms. NORTON. I would like, also, to
thank Mr. WAMP and Mr. JACKSON, who
worked very diligently on this bill to
reach this point.

I would like to read from the re-
cently released report of the Task
Force on Slavery, on the use of slaves
in the Capitol:

“The issue of slavery, in particular,
was an embarrassing subject that did
not sit well with squeamish writers.
Early histories of the Capitol were fo-
cused on architecture, architects and
superintendents, and not on the work-
men who actually implemented the
plans and orders. This situation has
changed dramatically in more recent
accounts, which reflect a new respect
for all who played a role in the Cap-
itol’s history, including lower-class la-
borers and slaves. This is the result of
a more inclusive view of history by
modern scholars and a relatively new
interest in multi-cultural subjects.”

The report also says, and here, again,
I’'m quoting: ‘It is not possible to ex-
amine the documents of the National
Archives related to the Capitol’s early
construction without being impressed
by the sheer number of references to
‘negro hire.””’

Mr. Speaker, according to the
records, the financial records of the
District of Columbia, hundreds of local
residents of the District of Columbia
received payments for the work of the
slaves they owned here. Remember, the
Capitol of the United States retained
slavery until just before the end of the
Civil War. But we should not forget
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that, while it is well enough to ac-
knowledge that slaves were instru-
mental in building this building, there
is no building from the 19th century
that was constructed in this town, no
public building, no building of any
note, that was mnot built in part
through the labor of slaves. This was
true throughout the United States.
Faneuil Hall in Boston, the so-called
““Cradle of Liberty,” was built by slave
labor. The homes of George Wash-
ington, Thomas Jefferson and James
Madison were constructed with the
help of slaves.

They will never be commemorated.
What Emancipation Hall will do is to
make Americans want to know more
about how much of our country was
built on the backs of slave labor that
have never been recognized. And Eman-
cipation Hall is the place to do it be-
cause the visitor center itself is going
to be a giant temple for education
about our country, about our Capitol,
and about what has happened in this
building. So when people visit the Cap-
itol and come through Emancipation
Hall, there should be a marker indi-
cating why the great entrance to the
visitor center is named Emancipation
Hall. And throughout their visit, as
they travel down the history of our
country, which is going to be recorded
there in so many ways, they will be
educated about much that has hap-
pened in our country; and for most
Americans, this will be the first time
they will have been educated about
slaves and their contribution to the
United States of America.

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker | rise in
strong support of H.R. 3315, a bill to des-
ignate the great hall of the Capitol Visitor Cen-
ter (“CVC”) as “Emancipation Hall”. | com-
mend the work of the gentleman from Ten-
nessee (Mr. WAMP) and the gentleman from II-
linois (Mr. JACKSON) for their work in support
of this bill.

The United States Capitol and its iconic
dome are symbols of democracy around the
world; symbols of the deliberative legislative
process, a place where people debate in the
realm of ideas not with arms, swords, or
bombs but with minds and ideas. As America
has grown and changed over its history, so
has the Capitol. Beginning next year, the Cap-
itol will have an extraordinary new addition,
the Capitol Visitor Center. The CVC rep-
resents the largest addition to the U.S. Capitol
in its 212-year history.

This facility will host the more than three
million people who visit the Capitol on an an-
nual basis. The great hall will include informa-
tion and ticketing desks, and provide an area
where Americans from all over the country can
gather to take in scenic views of the Capitol or
prepare to explore the 580,000-square-foot
Visitor Center. The CVC will also include an
exhibition gallery, a 550-seat cafeteria, gift
shops, and orientation theaters.

The CVC will provide an opportunity for visi-
tors to learn about the construction of the
Capitol from its very beginning. This education
would not be complete without an acknowl-
edgement of the contribution slave labor.

In 2004, Congress directed the Architect of
the Capitol to produce a report on the history
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of slave labor in the construction of the United
States Capitol. Although the record is incom-
plete because of limited documentation of
slave labor, the evidence available and histor-
ical context provide several indications that
slaves and free African Americans played a
significant role in building these historical
monuments.

The U.S. Capitol was constructed during a
time when the Potomac region’s population
was sparse, but the concentration of slave la-
borers was the highest in the nation. Slave
labor was an integral component of the re-
gion’s workforce. Slave labor was utilized in all
aspects of construction of the Capitol and
slaves often worked alongside free blacks and
whites in the areas of carpentry, masonry,
carting, and painting. Many of the products of
slave labor are still visible in the Capitol build-
ings today and they serve as a reminder of
the significant and undeniable contribution that
these individuals made to our nation.

In 2005, the Slave Laborers Task Force was
established to study and recognize the con-
tributions of enslaved African Americans in
building the U.S. Capitol. On November 7,
2007, the Slave Laborers Task Force, chaired
by Representative JOHN LEWIS, specifically
recommended that the great hall of the Capitol
Visitor Center be designated as “Emancipation
Hall”.

H.R. 3315 acknowledges the historic con-
tributions of slaves and freedman to the build-
ing of the United States Capitol. This bill is a
fitting tribute to those who worked tirelessly,
but especially to those who were slaves and
who gave their labor in this citadel of freedom
and democracy.

| urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting H.R. 3315.

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, | support recog-
nizing emancipation and honoring the con-
tributions of slaves in the construction of the
Capitol. However, as | discussed in the sub-
committee hearing and full committee markup,
| have concerns about renaming the Great
Hall of the Capitol Visitor Center.

Throughout the history of the Capitol, none
of the monumental spaces, such as the House
and Senate chambers or the Rotunda, have
been named after specific individuals or
events in history. Instead, these great spaces
of the Capitol have long been called by their
functional names. By doing so, all people re-
gardless of their race, ethnic heritage, con-
tributions, or human travails are equally recog-
nized.

These spaces are dramatic because of their
physical settings and the unique historical
events that took place within their walls. Simi-
larly, the Great Hall of the Capitol Visitor Cen-
ter will become a monumental space with its
own unique history; and just as those spaces
have not been named, | believe the Great Hall
should be reserved and left to honor all Ameri-
cans.

While | do not believe it is appropriate to re-
name the Great Hall, | do believe that it is im-
portant for Congress to acknowledge and
honor the contributions slaves made to the
Capitol. In the hearing held by the Sub-
committee on Economic Development, Public
Buildings, and Emergency Management and
again in the full committee markup of this leg-
islation, | recommended that other spaces
could better acknowledge emancipation and
honor the slaves that helped build the Capitol.

It would be most appropriate to name the
exhibition hall that will provide an important
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historical context to the name Emancipation
Hall. 1t would also provide visitors an oppor-
tunity to learn about and pay tribute to eman-
cipation. One of the first recommendations |
made as a member of the Capitol Preserva-
tion Commission was to create a first class
museum space within the CVC. | proposed the
highest level museum space so America could
exhibit some of the Nation’s treasurers—like
the Emancipation Proclamation—which are
rarely viewed by the public.

The exhibition hall will be 16,500 square
feet. Outside of the National Archives Building,
this will be our Nation’s finest exhibition space.
This hall will not only honor those who built
the Capitol, but provide information about their
contributions to American history. This exhi-
bition hall will display and prominently house
the catafalque that was built to support the
casket of Abraham Lincoln—the Great Eman-
cipator. This is the original funeral bier used
as the Great Emancipator lay in state in the
Capitol Rotunda. This hall will contain perma-
nent exhibits on the Constitution and the post-
Civil War amendments proposed by Congress
and ratified by the States to abolish slavery, to
guarantee equal protection under the law, and
to ensure the right to vote.

This beautiful hall will have strong historical
and contextual links to emancipation. It will be
the primary venue for acknowledging and
commemorating the slaves who helped build
the Capitol and the country. It will help deepen
the understanding of our Nation’s long strug-
gle with slavery and its ultimate abolition for all
who visit here. For all of these reasons, noth-
ing could be more appropriate or significant
than naming this area of the Capitol Visitor
Center Emancipation Hall.

Another possible Emancipation naming CVC
venue would be the congressional auditorium.
While it does not have the strong links to
emancipation as the exhibition hall, it is the
most significant functional space in the facility,
a place where leaders will gather to discuss
important ideas of their time. The auditorium is
a grand space that is being designed to serve
as an alternative House Chamber. Except for
the current House and Senate Chambers, no
other venue in the Capitol has such an impor-
tant purpose. The name Emancipation Hall
would serve as a valuable reminder of cour-
age, leadership, and our unique commitment
to advance the cause of human freedom and
fulfill the promise of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and Constitution. As such, | believe
it would be appropriate and fitting to name the
facility Emancipation Hall.

In sum, | believe there are more appropriate
areas in the Capitol Visitor Center to name
Emancipation Hall. Additionally, we have a tra-
dition of leaving the monumental spaces of the
Capitol un-named. As a monumental space in,
and an introduction to, the Capitol, the Great
Hall should retain its current functional name
like the other great spaces within the Capitol.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in strong support of H.R. 3315, to
provide that the great hall of the Capitol Visitor
Center shall be known as Emancipation Hall,
and to commend the Slave Laborers Task
Force, led by Congressman JOHN LEWIS, and
its important work. As the Task Force con-
cluded, H.R. 3315 helps to fill an important
gap in the history of the Capitol. It is a fitting,
albeit overdue, tribute to the slaves—qgifted
carpenters, skilled stone masons, wood-
workers, clay makers and other craftsmen—
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who built the Capitol that the Capitol Visitor
Center be renamed Emancipation Hall and
celebrate the freeing of all Americans from
bondage, oppression, and restraint.

The Capitol symbolizes our nation’s core
values of freedom and liberty and the basic
rights of all humans. It symbolizes who we are
as a nation. However, though countless visi-
tors walk its halls each day, few know the im-
portant role slaves played in the construction
of the Capitol.

Many slaves worked in quarries, extracting
the stone used to construct this building. Oth-
ers were used as carpenters. Women and
children often molded clay in kilns. District of
Columbia financial records show that hun-
dreds of local residents received payment for
the work of slaves, recorded in the ledger as
“Negro hire.” In all, hundreds of slaves helped
build the Capitol from the late 1700s until the
mid-1800s.

Indeed, it was Philip Reid, a slave laborer
who figured out how to take apart the plaster
mold for the “Freedom” statue, which still
crowns the dome, beneath which we toil, to
allow it to be cast in bronze. What irony, what
symbolism: Slaves built our monument to free-
dom; and the “Freedom” statue was cast in
bronze by a man who was not free.

Today we have an opportunity to celebrate
freedom; to make sure that every person who
visits the Capitol knows that it is for preserving
and protecting freedom that we, as Members
of Congress, gather in this building and work
every day; and that it is for liberty, democracy
and freedom—emancipation—that our nation
stands.

Emancipation Hall is an important reminder
that the floors on which we walk, the walls that
surround us and, yes, the “Freedom” statue
atop the Capitol dome, were constructed in
significant part by men and women who knew
no liberty and were not free. We should never
forget that.

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of H.R. 3315—legislation
which would designate the great hall of
the new Capitol Visitor Center as
Emancipation Hall. As Vice Chair of
the Legislative Branch Subcommittee
of the Appropriations Committee, I
must note that similar language was
added to H.R. 2771—the House-passed
2008 Legislative Branch appropriations
bill.

Mr. Speaker, this recognition is long
over due. For nearly two centuries, the
slaves who helped to build our Capitol
have been overlooked, brushed aside,
and denied their just recognition. How
ironic that this great building that is
viewed world-wide as a symbol of free-
dom, a symbol of justice, and a symbol
of democracy, was constructed in part,
piece by piece, by those who did not
know freedom nor justice.

That is why I would like to thank the
Slave Laborers Task Force, chaired by
Rep. JoHN LEWIS, for their diligence
and commitment in ensuring that the
slaves who labored to build our Na-
tion’s Capitol are both recognized and
honored.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this historic legislation.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
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the gentlewoman from the District of
Columbia (Ms. NORTON) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 3315.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

——————

COMPACTS OF FREE ASSOCIATION
AMENDMENTS ACT OF 2007

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and pass
the bill (H.R. 2705) to amend the Com-
pact of Free Association Amendments
Act of 2003, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2705

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘““‘Compacts of
Free Association Amendments Act of 2007,
SEC. 2. APPROVAL OF AGREEMENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 101 of the Com-
pact of Free Association Amendments Act of
2003 (48 U.S.C. 1921) is amended—

(1) in the first sentence of subsection (a),
by inserting before the period at the end the
following: ‘‘, including Article X of the Fed-
eral Programs and Services Agreement Be-
tween the Government of the United States
and the Government of the Federated States
of Micronesia, as amended under the Agree-
ment to Amend Article X that was signed by
those two Governments on June 30, 2004,
which shall serve as the authority to imple-
ment the provisions thereof’’; and

(2) in the first sentence of subsection (b),
by inserting before the period at the end the
following: ‘‘, including Article X of the Fed-
eral Programs and Services Agreement Be-
tween the Government of the United States
and the Government of the Republic of the
Marshall Islands, as amended under the
Agreement to Amend Article X that was
signed by those two Governments on June 18,
2004, which shall serve as the authority to
implement the provisions thereof”’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by subsection (a) shall be effective as
of April 30, 2008.

SEC. 3. FUNDS TO FACILITATE FEDERAL ACTIVI-
TIES.

Unobligated amounts appropriated before
the date of the enactment of this Act pursu-
ant to section 105(f)(1)(A)(ii) of the Compact
of Free Association Amendments Act of 2003
shall be available to both the United States
Agency for International Development and
the Federal Emergency Management Agency
to facilitate each agency’s activities under
the Federal Programs and Services Agree-
ments.

SEC. 4. CONFORMING AMENDMENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 105(f)(1)(A) of the
Compact of Free Association Amendments
Act of 2003 (48 U.S.C. 1921d(£)(1)(A)) is amend-
ed to read as follows:

“(A) EMERGENCY AND DISASTER ASSIST-
ANCE.—
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‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to clause (ii),
section 221(a)(6) of the U.S.-FSM Compact
and section 221(a)(b) of the U.S.-RMI Com-
pact shall each be construed and applied in
accordance with the two Agreements to
Amend Article X of the Federal Programs
and Service Agreements signed on June 30,
2004, and on June 18, 2004, respectively, pro-
vided that all activities carried out by the
United States Agency for International De-
velopment and the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency under Article X of the Fed-
eral Programs and Services Agreements may
be carried out notwithstanding any other
provision of law. In the sections referred to
in this clause, the term ‘United States Agen-
cy for International Development, Office of
Foreign Disaster Assistance’ shall be con-
strued to mean ‘the United States Agency
for International Development’.

‘(i) DEFINITION OF WILL PROVIDE FUND-
ING.—In the second sentence of paragraph 12
of each of the Agreements described in
clause (i), the term ‘will provide funding’
means will provide funding through a trans-
fer of funds using Standard Form 1151 or a
similar document or through an interagency,
reimbursable agreement.”’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by subsection (a) shall be effective as
of April 30, 2008.

SEC. 5. CLARIFICATIONS REGARDING PALAU.

Section 105(f)(1)(B) of the Compact of Free
Association Amendments Act of 2003 (48
U.S.C. 1921d(H)(1)(B)) is amended—

(1) in clause (1i)AI), by striking ‘‘and its
territories” and inserting ‘, its territories,
and the Republic of Palau’’;

(2) in clause (iii)(II), by striking ¢, or the
Republic of the Marshall Islands’ and insert-
ing ‘‘, the Republic of the Marshall Islands,
or the Republic of Palau’’; and

(3) in clause (ix)—

(A) by striking ‘‘Republic” both places it
appears and inserting ‘‘government, institu-
tions, and people’’;

(B) by striking ‘2007’ and inserting ‘2009’’;
and

(C) by
“‘were’’.
SEC. 6. AVAILABILITY OF LEGAL SERVICES.

Section 105(f)(1)(C) of the Compact of Free
Association Amendments Act of 2003 (48
U.S.C. 1921d(f)(1)(C)) is amended by inserting
before the period at the end the following: ¢,
which shall also continue to be available to
the citizens of the Federated States of Mi-
cronesia, the Republic of Palau, and the Re-
public of the Marshall Islands who legally re-
side in the United States (including terri-
tories and possessions)’’.

SEC. 7. TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS.

(a) TITLE I.—

(1) SECTION 177 AGREEMENT.—Section
103(c)(1) of the Compact of Free Association
Amendments Act of 2003 (48 TU.S.C.
1921b(c)(1)) is amended by striking ‘‘section
177’ and inserting ‘‘Section 177".

(2) INTERPRETATION AND UNITED STATES
POLICY.—Section 104 of the Compact of Free
Association Amendments Act of 2003 (48
U.S.C. 1921¢c) is amended—

(A) in subsection (b)(1), by inserting ‘‘the”’
before “U.S.-RMI Compact,”’;

(B) in subsection (e)—

(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A) of paragraph (8), by striking ‘‘to include”’
and inserting ‘“‘and include’’;

(ii) in paragraph (9)(A),
comma after “may’’; and

(iii) in paragraph (10), by striking ‘‘related
to service” and inserting ‘‘related to such
services’’; and

(C) in the first sentence of subsection (j),
by inserting ‘‘the’’ before ‘‘Interior’’.

(3) SUPPLEMENTAL PROVISIONS.—Section
105(b)(1) of the Compact of Free Association

striking ‘“was’” and inserting

by inserting a
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Amendments Act of 2003 (48 TU.S.C.
1921d(b)(1)) is amended by striking ‘‘Trust
Fund” and inserting ‘“Trust Funds’’.

(b) TITLE II.—

(1) U.S.-FSM compAcT.—The Compact of
Free Association, as amended, between the
Government of the United States of America
and the Government of the Federated States
of Micronesia (as provided in section 201(a) of
the Compact of Free Association Amend-
ments Act of 2003 (117 Stat. 2757)) is amend-
ed—

(A) in section 174—

(i) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘courts”
and inserting ‘‘court’’; and

(ii) in subsection (b)(2), by striking ‘‘the”’
before ‘‘November’’;

(B) in section 177(a), by striking ‘, or
Palau” and inserting ‘‘(or Palau)’’;

(C) in section 179(b), by striking ‘‘amended
Compact’” and inserting ‘‘Compact, as
amended,’’;

(D) in section 211—

(i) in the fourth sentence of subsection (a),
by striking ‘‘Compact, as Amended, of Free
Association’ and inserting ‘‘Compact of Free
Association, as amended’’;

(ii) in the fifth sentence of subsection (a),
by striking ‘““Trust Fund Agreement,” and
inserting ‘‘Agreement Between the Govern-
ment of the United States of America and
the Government of the Federated States of
Micronesia Implementing Section 215 and
Section 216 of the Compact, as Amended, Re-
garding a Trust Fund (Trust Fund Agree-
ment),”’;

(iii) in subsection (b)—

(I) in the first sentence, by striking ‘Gov-
ernment of the’’ before ‘‘Federated’; and

(IT) in the second sentence, by striking
‘“Sections 321 and 323 of the Compact of Free
Association, as Amended”’ and inserting
“Sections 211(b), 321, and 323 of the Compact
of Free Association, as amended,”’; and

(iv) in the last sentence of subsection (d),
by inserting before the period at the end the
following: ‘‘and the Federal Programs and
Services Agreement referred to in section
231”’;

(E) in the first sentence of section 215(b),
by striking ‘‘subsection(a)” and inserting
‘“‘subsection (a)”’;

(F') in section 221—

(i) in subsection (a)(6), by inserting ‘‘(Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency)’’ after
‘“Homeland Security’’; and

(ii) in the first sentence of subsection (c),
by striking ‘‘agreements’” and inserting
‘“‘agreement’’;

(G) in the second sentence of section 222,
by inserting ‘“‘in’’ after ‘‘referred to’’;

(H) in the second sentence of section 232,
by striking ‘‘sections 102 (c)”’ and all that
follows through ‘‘January 14, 1986)° and in-
serting ‘‘section 102(b) of Public Law 108-188,
117 Stat. 2726, December 17, 2003"’;

(I) in the second sentence of section 252, by
inserting ¢, as amended,”’ after ‘“‘Compact’’;

(J) in the first sentence of the first undes-
ignated paragraph of section 341, by striking
‘““‘Section 141" and inserting ‘‘section 141°’;

(K) in section 342—

(i) in subsection (a), by striking ‘14 U.S.C.
195 and inserting ‘‘section 195 of title 14,
United States Code’’; and

(ii) in subsection (b)—

(D by striking 46 U.S.C. 1295(b)(6)”’ and in-
serting ‘‘section 1303(b)(6) of the Merchant
Marine Act, 1936 (46 U.S.C. 1295b(b)(6))’’; and

(II) by striking <46 U.S.C. 1295b(b)(6)(C)”
and inserting ‘‘section 1303(b)(6)(C) of that
Act’’;

(L) in the third sentence of section 354(a),
by striking ‘‘section 442 and 452’ and insert-
ing ‘‘sections 442 and 452’;

(M) in section 461(h), by striking ‘‘Tele-
communications” and inserting ‘‘Tele-
communication’’;
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(N) in section 462(b)(4), by striking ‘‘of Free
Association” the second place it appears; and

(O) in section 463(b), by striking ‘‘Articles
IV’ and inserting ‘“Article IV,

(2) U.S.-RMI compAcT.—The Compact of
Free Association, as amended, between the
Government of the United States of America
and the Government of the Republic of the
Marshall Islands (as provided in section
201(b) of the Compact of Free Association
Amendments Act of 2003 (117 Stat. 2795)) is
amended—

(A) in section 174(a), by striking ‘‘court”
and inserting ‘‘courts’’;

(B) in section 177(a),
comma before ‘“‘(or Palau)’’;

(C) in section 179(b), by striking ‘‘amended
Compact,” and inserting ‘Compact, as
amended,’’;

(D) in section 211—

(i) in the fourth sentence of subsection (a),
by striking ‘‘Compact, as Amended, of Free
Association” and inserting ‘‘Compact of Free
Association, as amended’’;

(ii) in the first sentence of subsection (b),
by striking ‘‘Agreement between the Govern-
ment of the United States and the Govern-
ment of the Republic of the Marshall Islands
Regarding Miliary TUse and Operating
Rights” and inserting ‘‘Agreement Regard-
ing the Military Use and Operating Rights of
the Government of the United States in the
Republic of the Marshall Islands concluded
Pursuant to Sections 321 and 323 of the Com-
pact of Free Association, as Amended
(Agreement between the Government of the
United States and the Government of the Re-
public of the Marshall Islands Regarding
Military Use and Operating Rights)’’; and

(iii) in the last sentence of subsection (e),
by inserting before the period at the end the
following: ‘“‘and the Federal Programs and
Services Agreement referred to in section
231";

(E) in section 221(a)—

(i) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
by striking ‘‘Section 231’ and inserting ‘‘sec-
tion 231"’; and

(ii) in paragraph (5), by inserting ‘‘(Federal
Emergency Management Agency)”’ after
‘“‘Homeland Security’’;

(F) in the second sentence of section 232,
by striking ‘‘sections 103(m)”’ and all that
follows through ‘‘(January 14, 1986)” and in-
serting ‘‘section 103(k) of Public Law 108-188,
117 Stat. 2734, December 17, 2003"’;

(G) in the first sentence of section 341, by
striking ‘‘Section 141"’ and inserting ‘‘section
1417

(H) in section 342—

(i) in subsection (a), by striking ‘14 U.S.C.
195 and inserting ‘‘section 195 of title 14,
United States Code’’; and

(ii) in subsection (b)—

(D) by striking ‘46 U.S.C. 1295(b)(6)"’ and in-
serting ‘‘section 1303(b)(6) of the Merchant
Marine Act, 1936 (46 U.S.C. 1295b(b)(6))’; and

(II) by striking ‘46 U.S.C. 1295b(b)(6)(C)”’
and inserting ‘‘section 1303(b)(6)(C) of that
Act”;

(I) in the third sentence of section 354(a),
by striking ‘‘section 442 and 452’ and insert-
ing ‘‘sections 442 and 452’;

(J) in the first sentence of section 443, by
inserting ‘‘, as amended.” after ‘‘the Com-
pact’’;

(K) in the matter preceding paragraph (1)
of section 461(h)—

(i) by striking ‘1978 and inserting °‘1998’;
and

(ii) by striking ‘‘Telecommunications’ and
inserting ‘‘Telecommunication Union’’; and

(L) in section 463(b), by striking ‘‘Article”’
and inserting ‘‘Articles’.

SEC. 8. TRANSMISSION OF VIDEOTAPE PROGRAM-
MING.

Section 111(e)(2) of title 17, United States

Code, is amended by striking ‘“‘or the Trust

by striking the
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Territory of the Pacific Islands’ and insert-
ing ‘‘the Federated States of Micronesia, the
Republic of Palau, or the Republic of the
Marshall Islands’.

SEC. 9. PALAU ROAD MAINTENANCE.

The Government of the Republic of Palau
may deposit the payment otherwise payable
to the Government of the United States
under section 111 of Public Law 101-219 (48
U.S.C. 1960) into a trust fund if—

(1) the earnings of the trust fund are ex-
pended solely for maintenance of the road
system constructed pursuant to section 212
of the Compact of Free Association between
the Government of the United States of
America and the Government of Palau (48
U.S.C. 1931 note); and

(2) the trust fund is established and oper-
ated pursuant to an agreement entered into
between the Government of the United
States and the Government of the Republic
of Palau.

SEC. 10. CLARIFICATION OF TAX-FREE STATUS OF
TRUST FUNDS.

In the U.S.-RMI Compact, the U.S.-FSM
Compact, and their respective trust fund
subsidiary agreements, for the purposes of
taxation by the United States or its sub-
sidiary jurisdictions, the term ‘‘State”
means ‘‘State, territory, or the District of
Columbia’.

SEC. 11. TRANSFER OF NAVAL VESSELS TO CER-
TAIN FOREIGN RECIPIENTS.

(a) TRANSFERS BY GRANT.—The President is
authorized to transfer vessels to foreign
countries on a grant basis under section 516
of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22
U.S.C. 2321j), as follows:

(1) TURKEY.—To the Government of Tur-
key—

(A) the OLIVER HAZARD PERRY class
guided missile frigates GEORGE PHILIP
(FFG-12) and SIDES (FFG-14); and

(B) the OSPREY class minehunter coastal
ship BLACKHAWK (MHC-58).

(2) LITHUANIA.—To the Government of
Lithuania, the OSPREY class minehunter
coastal ships CORMORANT (MHC-57) and
KINGFISHER (MHC-56).

(b) TRANSFERS BY SALE.—The President is
authorized to transfer vessels to foreign re-
cipients on a sale basis under section 21 of
the Arms Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2761),
as follows:

(1) TAIWAN.—To the Taipei Economic and
Cultural Representative Office in the United
States (which is the Taiwan instrumentality
designated pursuant to section 10(a) of the
Taiwan Relations Act (22 U.S.C. 3309(a))), the
OSPREY class minehunter coastal ships
ORIOLE (MHC-55) and FALCON (MHC-59).

(2) TURKEY.—To the Government of Tur-
key, the OSPREY class minehunter coastal
ship SHRIKE (MHC-62).

(c) GRANTS NOT COUNTED IN ANNUAL TOTAL
OF TRANSFERRED EXCESS DEFENSE ARTI-
CLES.—The value of a vessel transferred to a
recipient on a grant basis pursuant to au-
thority provided by subsection (a) shall not
be counted against the aggregate value of ex-
cess defense articles transferred in any fiscal
year under section 516(g) of the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961.

(d) CosTs OF TRANSFERS.—ANy expense in-
curred by the United States in connection
with a transfer authorized by this section
shall be charged to the recipient.

(e) REPAIR AND REFURBISHMENT IN UNITED
STATES SHIPYARDS.—To the maximum extent
practicable, the President shall require, as a
condition of the transfer of a vessel under
this section, that the recipient to which the
vessel is transferred have such repair or re-
furbishment of the vessel as is needed before
the vessel joins the naval forces of the recipi-
ent performed at a shipyard located in the
United States, including a United States
Navy shipyard.
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(f) EXPIRATION OF AUTHORITY.—The author-
ity to transfer a vessel under this section
shall expire at the end of the 2-year period
beginning on the date of the enactment of
this Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
American Samoa (Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA)
and the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
BILIRAKIS) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from American Samoa.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the reso-
lution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from American Samoa?

There was no objection.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I rise in strong support of this resolu-
tion, and I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

I would first like to recognize a dis-
tinguished colleague and dear friend of
mine, the gentlelady who currently
chairs the Subcommittee on Inter-
national Affairs, the gentlelady from
the Virgin Islands, Mrs. DONNA
CHRISTENSEN, for introducing this leg-
islation.

This bill makes conforming, clari-
fying, and technical amendments to
the Compact of Free Association
Amendments Act of 2003, which are im-
portant to ensuring that we maintain
our obligations under the act to our
friends in Micronesia.

This bill also approves agreements
made pursuant to the act which deter-
mines how disaster relief will be han-
dled for the Federated States of Micro-
nesia and the Republic of the Marshall
Islands.

In addition, Mr. Speaker, through
amending the Compact of Free Asso-
ciation, this legislation before us today
transfers excess military equipment to
friendly foreign governments for their
legitimate defense needs. It is a strong
statement of trust and cooperation
from the United States when we trans-
fer excess U.S. military naval vessels.

While excess to our own needs, these
refurbished vessels conserve significant
and deeply appreciated roles in the na-
vies of the recipient nations.

Mr. Speaker, this bill also authorizes
the transfer of excess U.S. naval ves-
sels to three of our most important
friends and allies, Turkey, Lithuania
and Taiwan.

As my colleagues well know, Turkey
is one of our most valued NATO mem-
bers, and is one of the United States’
closest allies. Turkey serves as one of
the most important conduits for the
transit of supplies to our forces in Iraq.
The transfer of these missiles, two
guided missile frigates and two mine-
sweepers, will again reinforce our close
relationship with Istanbul and our
common commitments to each other’s
security needs.
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Lithuania has been a staunch U.S.
ally in the global war on terror. It
makes an outside contribution to glob-
al security, contributing troops to
military operations in Afghanistan and
Iraq, and the leading provincial recon-
struction team in Afghanistan.

The two minesweeper vessels in this
bill will allow Vilnius to clear leftover
sea mines from the two world wars in
the Baltic Sea and supports Lithua-
nia’s commitment to NATO’s Mine
Counter-Measures Forces North mis-
sion.

Taiwan is a thriving and energetic
democracy. Our two nations share a
complex web of economic, political,
and strategic ties that only deepens
over time. Taiwan is a bulwark of de-
mocracy in the Asia-Pacific region,
and we must do all we can to further
strengthen our political, security and
economic ties. This bill authorizes the
sale of two minesweepers to Taiwan.

I urge my colleagues to support this
bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
2705, the Compacts of Free Association
Amendments Act of 2007.

The United States shares a uniquely
close history and friendship with the
Pacific Island nations of Micronesia,
the Marshall Islands, and Palau.

In the aftermath of World War II, the
United States administered those is-
lands as Trust Territories until they
became independent, sovereign nations
in the 1980s and the 1990s. Our relations
with those countries are governed by
compacts of free association which
guarantees certain forms of U.S. assist-
ance and cooperation in exchange for
defense rights and obligations that are
unique in the world.

Those Pacific nations remain stal-
wart friends of the United States and
dependable partisans in the United Na-
tions General Assembly. Some of their
citizens continue to serve with great
distinction and personal sacrifice in
the United States Armed Forces, in-
cluding Iraq and Afghanistan.

The 108th Congress extended and sig-
nificantly restructured the compacts of
free association with Micronesia and
the Marshall Islands in the Compact of
Free Association Amendments Act of
2003. This bill makes technical correc-
tions, updates, and minor changes to
that act, as well as to the Palau Com-
pact. Most importantly, it improves
the disaster assistance agreements re-
quired by section 105 of the act, which
were subsequently negotiated between
the parties and presented to Congress.

I want to thank the author, the
gentlelady from the U.S. Virgin Islands
(Mrs. CHRISTENSEN) for providing us
this opportunity to reaffirm our friend-
ship with the Republic of the Marshall
Islands, the Federated States of Micro-
nesia, and the Republic of Palau.

The measure before us today has also
been modified to include the text of
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H.R. 3912, the Naval Vessel Transfer
Act of 2007, which was requested by the
Department of Defense and introduced
by the gentleman from California, our
great chairman, ToM LANTOS.

According to the Secretary of the
Navy, authority to transfer surplus
vessels is an important aspect of our
ship disposition strategy. It enables
the Navy to manage its inventory
while strengthening the ties with our
allies by transferring the ships that en-
hance their defense capabilities.

This bill authorizes the transfer of
eight decommissioned naval vessels to
certain friends and allies of the United
States, specifically Lithuania and Tur-
key and Taiwan. Five ships will be
transferred on a grant basis, as excess
defense articles, and three will be
transferred through foreign military
sales under section 21 of the Arms Ex-
port Control Act.

Importantly, the legislation also re-
quires that any expense incurred by
the United States in connection with a
transfer authorized by this bill shall be
charged to the recipient. Likewise, it
states that, to the maximum extent
feasible, repair and refurbishment of
these vessels shall take place in U.S.
shipyards.

I urge support of this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

O 1300

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
it is my pleasure to yield 10 minutes to
the distinguished gentlewoman from
the Virgin Islands (Mrs. CHRISTENSEN).

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Thank you for
your generosity with time. I will not
use anywhere near that much.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
2705, the Compacts of Free Association
Amendments Act, as amended by the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

This legislation I sponsored is impor-
tant to usher in a new regime of how
disaster assistance is provided to the
Republic of the Marshall Islands and
the Federated States of Micronesia. In
addition, it clarifies access to edu-
cational programs for the Republic of
Palau. Lastly, the legislation makes
technical corrections to Compacts of
Free Association with the RMI and the
FSM as was suggested by the adminis-
tration.

I want to take this opportunity to
thank my colleagues on the Committee
on Foreign Affairs for their attention
to this legislation. Especially I would
like to thank the chairman of the Sub-
committee on Asia, the Pacific, and
the Global Environment, the gen-
tleman from American Samoa (Mr.
FALEOMAVAEGA); and the subcommit-
tee’s ranking member, the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. MANZULLO). I would
also like to thank Chairman LANTOS
and Ranking Member ROS-LEHTINEN for
their leadership in moving this legisla-
tion forward.

I urge my colleagues to support the
passage of H.R. 2705.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.
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Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I want first to compliment my good
friend the gentleman from Florida on
the other side of the aisle for part of
our management of this proposed legis-
lation.

I want to note for the record how im-
portant these islands in Micronesia
were so critical in our Nation’s history,
and I might want to note as a matter
of record that it was from Micronesia
that the famous aircraft, the Enola
Gay, took the two atom bombs to Na-
gasaki and Hiroshima which eventually
ended the war against Japanese mili-
tary forces. It was also in Micronesia
that we initiated and conducted tests
of some 67 nuclear devices that were
exploded in the Marshall Islands. I
think sometimes we don’t seem to give
a sense of appreciation of the fact that
the whole Marshall archipelago, the
whole Marshall Islands, were totally
exposed to nuclear radiation as a result
of our nuclear testing program, some 67
nuclear bombs, including the first hy-
drogen bomb that was exploded in the
Marshall Islands, 1,000 times more pow-
erful than the bombs that we exploded
in Nagasaki and Hiroshima.

I am saddened to say, Mr. Speaker,
that our government has not made a
definite commitment to help, to meet
the medical needs of the several hun-
dred of the Marshallese people who
were exposed to nuclear radiation. To
this day we still have not done enough
to help the Marshallese people in this
regard. We have also not helped the
Marshallese people to compensate
them properly for the loss of their
property when we conducted these
tests in Micronesia.

I just want to note that for the
record, Mr. Speaker. I hope that in the
coming months that appropriate legis-
lation will be introduced to address
these very serious issues. I think we
owe it to the Marshallese people. Our
government surely should be grateful
for the sacrifices that the Marshallese
people have had to make as a result of
conducting our nuclear testing pro-
gram in this area of the world.

With that, Mr. Speaker, again I
thank my good friend from Florida.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. PAS-
TOR). The question is on the motion of-
fered by the gentleman from American
Samoa (Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA) that the
House suspend the rules and pass the
bill, H.R. 2705, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

EXPRESSING SYMPATHY AND
PLEDGING SUPPORT FOR VIC-
TIMS OF FLOODING IN SOUTH-
ERN MEXICO

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and agree
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to the resolution (H. Res. 812) express-
ing the sympathy and pledging the ur-
gent support of the House of Represent-
atives and the people of the United
States for the victims of the dev-
astating flooding in southern Mexico,
as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 812

Whereas in late October 2007, a series of
storms brought torrential rainfall to south-
ern Mexico, especially the States of Tabasco
and Chiapas, causing the Grijalva, Carrizal,
and Puxcatan Rivers to overflow their
banks;

Whereas early reports have branded the re-
sulting floods as the worst in Mexico in 50
years and Mexican President Calderon has
called it ‘‘one of the worst natural disasters
in the history of our country. Not only be-
cause of the size of the area affected, but be-
cause of the number of people affected’’;

Whereas the flooding is estimated to have
affected 1,000,000 people so far;

Whereas Mexico’s Federal Social Develop-
ment Department now estimates that the
homes of over 500,000 people were damaged or
destroyed;

Whereas more than 300,000 people are re-
ported to still be trapped inside their homes
or on their rooftops, with uncertain access to
food, medicine, and safe drinking water;

Whereas forecasts call for even more rain
in the days ahead;

Whereas the Governor of the State of Ta-
basco Andres Granier stated that 100 percent
of the states crops were lost and that 80 per-
cent of the State of Tabasco is under water;

Whereas the capital of Tabasco,
Villahermosa, has been particularly dev-
astated, being compared to New Orleans
after Hurricane Katrina;

Whereas the flooding has hampered the ca-
pacity of Mexico’s oil industry;

Whereas in the State of Chiapas, authori-
ties have declared a state of emergency in 22
municipalities and at least 7,000 people have
been evacuated to shelters;

Whereas Red Cross workers in Mexico have
called for urgent supplies of water, food, and
basic materials to assist in the rescue ef-
forts; and

Whereas health officials have begun warn-
ing against the serious possibility of cholera
and waterborne diseases: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) expresses its heartfelt sympathy for the
victims of the devastating flooding affecting
southern Mexico;

(2) conveys its sincere support to the peo-
ple and Government of Mexico;

(3) urges the United States Government to
immediately make available all appropriate
assistance requested by the Mexican authori-
ties; and

(4) reaffirms its commitment to provide re-
lief aid to the victims as the effects of the
flooding continue to unfold.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
American Samoa (Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA)
and the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
BILIRAKIS) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from American Samoa.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,

I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
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bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the reso-
lution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from American Samoa?

There was no objection.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I rise in strong support of this resolu-
tion, and I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I want to first thank
my colleague and dear friend, the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. LINDA
T. SANCHEZ), and also the chairman of
our House Foreign Affairs Committee
and the distinguished senior ranking
member, Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, for their
support and leadership; and again espe-
cially my good friend, Congresswoman
LINDA SANCHEZ, for her authorship of
this resolution. This is very, very crit-
ical, Mr. Speaker. We cannot support
Mexico enough during one of the worst
natural disasters in their history.

A series of storms have brought tor-
rential rainfall to southern Mexico, es-
pecially the States of Tabasco and
Chiapas, causing the Grijalva, Carrizal,
and Puxcatan Rivers to overflow their
banks. The homes of an estimated half
a million people have been damaged or
destroyed, and at least that many more
people have been affected by severed
utilities and transportation corridors.

Mr. Speaker, Mexican President
Felipe Calderon has called it ‘‘one of
the worst natural disasters in the his-
tory of our country. Not only because
of the size of the area affected but be-
cause of the number of people af-
fected.”

The Governor of the State of Ta-
basco, Andres Granier, stated that 100
percent of the State’s crops were lost
and that 80 percent of the State of Ta-
basco is underwater. Over a million
Tabascans, half the State’s population,
have been directly affected, with at
least half a million losing their homes
and even more losing all of their mate-
rial possessions. The capital of Ta-
basco, Villahermosa, has been particu-
larly devastated, being compared to
New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina.

Mr. Speaker, an estimated 60,000 to
70,000 people were being housed in shel-
ters, Interior Minister Francisco Rami-
rez Acuna said recently in a television
interview. He estimated that some
400,000 people in Tabasco would need
some kind of government aid to get
back on their feet. The floodwaters’ de-
scent could lead to outbreaks of dis-
eases like malaria, dengue fever and
cholera.

Mr. Speaker, we must commend
President Calderon, who has led Mexi-
co’s rapid response to its worst flood-
ing in recent history and who has per-
sonally played a major role in averting
a catastrophe on the level of Katrina.
Amid heavy rains, President Calderon
ordered in thousands of soldiers, ma-
rines, pilots and federal police on Octo-
ber 29, 2 days before the most damaging
flooding hit. When the riverbanks fi-
nally burst, inundating some 70 percent
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of the city of Villahermosa on October
31, there were more than 60 helicopters
ready to carry out nonstop rescue and
relief missions. President Calderon and
half his cabinet were on the ground,
giving televised updates on everything
from how to use satellite phones in
shelters to the drop points of millions
of bottles of water. The President’s re-
action is most impressive, and I take
this opportunity here on the House
floor to applaud this leader’s efforts.

Mr. Speaker, this resolution ex-
presses the empathy of the United
States House of Representatives during
this time and pledges our continued as-
sistance. We applaud the prompt hu-
manitarian response of the Mexican
government, international organiza-
tions, and relief bodies. We must con-
tinue to support these efforts as long
as they are necessary.

In this resolution, it is resolved that
the House of Representatives urge the
U.S. Government to immediately make
available all possible assistance to
Mexican authorities and reaffirms its
commitment to provide relief aid to
the victims as the effects of the flood-
ing continue to unfold.

I urge my colleagues to support this
resolution, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself as much time as I may con-
sume.

I stand to join my colleague, my good
friend from American Samoa, today to
express my sincere sympathy and sup-
port for those who have suffered as a
result of the recent torrential storms
in southern Mexico. The damage has
been devastating. It is reported that as
many as 1 million people have been af-
fected by the flooding, with the homes
of an estimated 500,000 people being de-
stroyed or damaged. The Governor of
the State of Tabasco has stated that
100 percent of the State’s crops have
been lost and 80 percent of his state is
underwater. What a shame.

Sadly, with more than 300,000 people
reported trapped inside their homes or
on rooftops and additional downpour
predicted, it is still too early to quan-
tify the total destruction wrought by
these unrelenting rains. Just over 2
months ago, Mexico was ravaged by
Hurricanes Dean and Henriette. Now
what President Calderon has character-
ized, and I quote, one of the worst nat-
ural disasters in the history of Mexico
has followed.

I am awed by the perseverance of our
friends in Mexico and commend the
courage they continue to demonstrate
in their efforts to overcome the dam-
age of these storms. Furthermore, I ad-
mire the contributions made by relief
organizations and private citizens from
around the world to assist in the after-
math. My prayers are with the families
and friends of those harmed by the per-
ils of this storm.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
it is my pleasure to yield 10 minutes to
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the distinguished gentlewoman from
California (Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ).

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. I want to thank the gentleman
for graciously yielding me so much
time. I would also like to thank the
distinguished chairman of the House
Committee on Foreign Affairs, Con-
gressman ToM LANTOS, and the distin-
guished ranking member, Ileana Ros-
Lehtinen, for supporting this impor-
tant resolution that I am offering
today.

The U.S. has had its share of natural
disasters recently, from Hurricanes
Katrina and Rita in 2005 to this year’s
southern California wildfires, some of
which are still burning as I speak. As
we have learned, it is difficult even for
the United States, one of the wealthi-
est nations in the world, to adequately
care for our victims and rebuild our
communities once we have experienced
one of these natural disasters.

In both of those disasters, our neigh-
bor was there to help us with emer-
gency relief units and firefighters. Now
Mexico faces the challenge of a dev-
astating natural disaster within its
own borders.

This resolution recognizes the plight
of our Mexican neighbors and expresses
our desire and commitment to support
Mexico during one of the worst natural
disasters in its history, a disaster
which the country’s President has de-
scribed as one of the worst not only be-
cause of the size of the area affected
but because of the number of people af-
fected.

As many Americans already know, a
series of storms brought torrential
rainfall to southern Mexico, especially
the States of Tabasco and Chiapas,
causing various rivers to overflow their
banks.

At least half a million people’s
homes have been damaged or destroyed
and perhaps double that number are
without utilities or cut off from trans-
portation routes.

In the State of Tabasco, as was al-
ready mentioned, 100 percent of the ag-
ricultural crops have been lost and 80
percent of the state is underwater. It’s
incredible.

Truly, this is a disaster of epic pro-
portions. In this agricultural area,
even those who were able to stay safe
during the storm will face many chal-
lenges in the weeks ahead. Having lost
their crops, which for many are their
sole source of income, surviving and
keeping their families fed and intact
will be difficult.

In addition to picking up the pieces
of their lives after losing their homes
and crops and everything that they
owned, the flood survivors face in-
creased threats from diseases like ma-
laria, dengue fever and cholera.

As a good neighbor, it is imperative
that we do all that we can to help Mex-
ico ensure that the flood victims can
indeed get back on their feet. It is the
least we can do for a neighbor who did
what it could to help us in our times of
need when we experienced natural dis-
asters.
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I also want to take a moment to
commend and comment on Mexican
President Felipe Calderon for leading
his country’s rapid response to this
devastation and for the work that he
did before the rains fell to avert an
even greater catastrophe. The Presi-
dent’s swift reaction avoided even
greater disaster, and I applaud his ef-
forts. They really were impressive.

This resolution today expresses the
sympathy of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives during this time and
pledges our continued assistance. We
want to acknowledge the prompt hu-
manitarian response that has come
from many quarters, not just the Mexi-
can Government but international or-
ganizations and relief bodies. We must
continue to support these efforts as
long as they are necessary.

I urge my colleagues not only to sup-
port this resolution but to work to-
gether to ensure that its goals are real-
ized. I urge us to continue to work in a
bi-partisan manner to address this hu-
manitarian crisis. We must not just
speak of our good intentions; we must
act on them. We must immediately
make assistance available to Mexican
authorities so that Mexico can con-
tinue to provide relief aid to the vic-
tims as the effects of the flooding con-
tinue to unfold.

I strongly encourage my colleagues
to support this resolution.
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Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I commend the gentlewoman for her
most eloquent remarks before the floor
of this House and, again, I want to urge
my colleagues to support this resolu-
tion.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from American Samoa
(Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA) that the House
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution, H. Res. 812, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

——————

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Ms. Evans, one
of his secretaries.
———
SUPPORT FOR THE MUSEUM OF
THE HISTORY OF POLISH JEWS
ACT OF 2007

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and pass
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the bill (H.R. 3320) to provide assist-
ance for the Museum of the History of
Polish Jews in Warsaw, Poland.
The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3320

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Support for
the Museum of the History of Polish Jews
Act of 2007".

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) Current and future generations benefit
greatly by visible reminders and documenta-
tion of the historical and cultural roots of
their society.

(2) It is in the national interest of the
United States to encourage the preservation
and protection of artifacts associated with
the heritage of United States citizens who
trace their forbearers to other countries and
to encourage the collection and dissemina-
tion of knowledge about that heritage.

(3) According to the 2000 United States
Census, nearly 9,000,000 Americans are of
Polish ancestry.

(4) At the beginning of World War II, Po-
land had the largest Jewish population in
Europe.

(5) In 1996, Yeshayahu Weinberg, a found-
ing director of Tel Aviv’s Diaspora Museum
and the United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum, created an international team of
experts with the goal of establishing a Mu-
seum of the History of Polish Jews.

(6) The Museum of the History of Polish
Jews will preserve and present the history of
the Jewish people in Poland and the wealth
of their culture spanning a period of 1,000
years.

(7) In 1997, the City of Warsaw donated a
parcel of land, opposite the Warsaw Ghetto
Uprising Memorial, for the explicit use for
the Museum of the History of Polish Jews.

(8) In 2005, the Government of Poland and
the City of Warsaw agreed to provide
40,000,000 Polish zlotys for the construction
of the Museum of the History of Polish Jews.

(9) In 2005, an international architectural
competition selected a Finnish firm to de-
sign the building for the Museum of the His-
tory of Polish Jews.

(10) In 2006, the building for the Museum of
the History of Polish Jews moved into the
last phase of project design.

SEC. 3. ASSISTANCE FOR THE MUSEUM OF THE
HISTORY OF POLISH JEWS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Assistance provided by
the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Af-
fairs of the Department of State shall be
made available to assist in the development
of the permanent collection of the Museum
of the History of Polish Jews.

(b) AUTHORIZATION FOR ASSISTANCE.—To
carry out the purposes of subsection (a), the
Secretary of State is authorized to provide
$5,000,000, which shall remain available until
expended, to the Museum for the History of
Polish Jews.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
American Samoa (Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA)
and the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
BILIRAKIS) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from American Samoa.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
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vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from American Samoa?

There was no objection.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I rise in strong support of this bill and
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

First of all, I would like to commend
and thank the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. SMITH), my good friend and
my colleague, for his sponsorship of
this important legislation, and I also
want to thank the distinguished gen-
tleman from California (Mr. LANTOS),
chairman of the House Foreign Affairs
Committee, and the gentlewoman from
Florida, our senior ranking member of
the Foreign Affairs Committee, for
their support of this legislation.

This bill that was introduced by my
good friend, the gentleman from New
Jersey, is a bill that seeks to preserve
the cultural heritage of Poland’s Jew-
ish population. Mr. Speaker, the his-
tory of the Jewish people in Poland
dates back over a millennium, when
the country initially provided one of
Europe’s most tolerant homes for the
Jewish people and housed one of the
world’s most vibrant Jewish commu-
nities. This tolerance waned from the
17th century onwards, as incidents of
political and personal anti-Semitism
began to increase.

However, when Poland regained its
independence in the early 20th century,
its Jewish population remained one of
the largest in the world. Indeed, in
1939, over 3 million of the Jewish peo-
ple lived in Poland, comprising the
largest Jewish population of any coun-
try in Europe. Mr. Speaker, this situa-
tion changed radically when the Nazis
occupied Poland, as over 90 percent of
Poland’s Jewish population was bru-
tally killed or murdered and tortured
during the Holocaust. Of the few who
survived, around 200,000 people, most
emigrated from Poland. Many came to
the United States, while others fled to
Israel and South America.

Mr. Speaker, estimates of Poland’s
Jewish population range from 3,500 to
15,000, out of a total population of over
38 million. This dramatically reduced
post-war Jewish population has led to
some false claims that there were no
Jews in Poland. Given the long history
of Poland’s Jews, combined with the
tragic decline of their population dur-
ing the Holocaust, it is singularly im-
portant that steps are taken to pre-
serve and protect their cultural herit-
age. Indeed, the nearly 9 million Amer-
icans who claim Polish lineage will
benefit from visible reminders of their
forebearers.

Mr. Speaker, for almost over 10 years
now, a team of international experts
has worked tirelessly to establish a
Museum of the History of the Polish
Jews for this very purpose. This mu-
seum aims to preserve the history and
culture of Jewish people in Poland over
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the last 1,000 years, beginning with
their 11th century emigration from
Western Europe to escape persecution
in their vibrant community between
the world wars.

Mr. Speaker, the City of Warsaw and
the Polish Government have been ac-
tive supporters and contributors to
this project. In 1997, the city donated
the land near the Warsaw Ghetto Up-
rising Memorial on which to construct
this new museum. This area is located
in Warsaw’s former Jewish quarter,
which previously housed a thriving
community of about 400,000 Jewish peo-
ple.

Mr. Speaker, in 2005, two years ago,
the city and the government donated 40
million zlotys, currently worth about
$14.5 million, for the museum’s con-
struction. In the year 2005, again, two
years ago, a Finnish architectural firm
was selected to design the project. In
June of this year, Polish authorities
broke ground at the site. Construction
is expected to take two years, enabling
the museum to open by the year 2010.

This bill authorizes U.S. funding to
assist in the development of the perma-
nent collection of the museum. This
money will ensure the protection of ar-
tifacts documenting the heritage of the
Jewish Polish people and many of their
descendants who currently live in the
United States.

Museum organizers have already
asked the people of Poland to donate
memorabilia to the project, collecting
photographs, documents, and other re-
maining items. One such object in-
cludes a penknife provided by a woman
whose father, a forced laborer in a Nazi
arms factory, obtained from a fellow
prisoner who had received it as a bar
mitzvah gift. American funding will
help these efforts.

I strongly support this bill and ask
my colleagues to join me in ensuring
the preservation of such a rich cultural
legacy.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 3320, a measure to provide sup-
port for the Museum of the History of
Polish Jews, which was introduced by
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
SMITH), my good friend. This bill would
authorize funding to assist in the de-
velopment of the permanent collection
of the Museum of the History of Polish
Jews.

As we all know, the knowledge of his-
tory is tremendously important, both
to understand our heritage and to our
efforts to ensure that mistakes made in
the past are avoided now and in the fu-
ture. The Jewish people have a long
and rich history in Poland. In fact, at
the beginning of World War II, Poland
had the largest Jewish population in
Europe. Tragically, almost all of that
population in Poland was murdered in
the Holocaust.

The Polish Government has donated
land and has also agreed to provide
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millions of dollars for construction of
the museum. I ask my colleagues to
support this bill, which would go on to
assist in the development of the muse-
um’s collection. The tremendously rich
1,000-year history of the Jewish people
in Poland should not be forgotten, Mr.
Speaker. I urge my colleagues to pass
this bill, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
sponsor of this bill, the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. SMITH).

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I thank my good friend and
colleague Mr. BILIRAKIS for yielding
and Chairman FALEOMAVAEGA for his
very strong words in support of this
legislation; ToM LANTOS, the chairman
of our committee; and ILEANA ROS-
LEHTINEN, who were very strong sup-
porters and backers of the bill before
us today as well.

Mr. Speaker, at the beginning of
World War II, Poland had the largest
Jewish population in Europe. Over 50
percent of world Jewry has family ties
to this pre-war community. Tragically,
as a result of the Holocaust, a once
thriving community was virtually de-
stroyed.

In 1996, a group of people developed
the idea for a museum dedicated to the
culture, art and history of Poland’s
Jews. As one of the founders of the mu-
seum told me when I visited Warsaw a
couple of years ago, We often learn how
Jews died, but rarely how they lived.
The Museum of the History of Polish
Jews will change this. Indeed, it will
solemnly remember the 3 million Pol-
ish Jews who died during the Holocaust
and World War II, but also it will cele-
brate the rich 1,000 years of Polish Jew-
ish life.

The interactive museum will allow
visitors to view the long history of
Jews in Poland in context, examining
their lives through nine thematic gal-
leries that illustrate their culture,
their accomplishments, and the chal-
lenges they faced. The museum will
measure 14,000 square feet and incor-
porate state-of-the-art multimedia in-
stallations that showcase the muse-
um’s collection, an archive of over
60,000 computer files of images col-
lected from around the world. The nine
galleries that house the museum’s core
exhibition provide 43,000 square feet of
space that will be equipped with the
latest technology to showcase a vari-
ety of multimedia displays. These exhi-
bitions are being developed by a team
of scholars, historians and museum ex-
perts from Poland, Israel, and the
United States.

A crown jewel of the museum and a
key element to serving the public will
be the 5,400 square-foot state-of-the-art
education center that includes a re-
source center for visitors. Multimedia
displays and Web-based Kkiosks will
share the museum’s data base of 60,000
documents and objects with visitors,
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who will also have access to a reading
room as well as a library.

Today, Mr. Speaker, despite the ro-
bust efforts of many good people, anti-
Semitism remains a dangerous and a
growing force in Europe and elsewhere
in the world. By looking at the life of
Polish Jewry and also documenting the
events of the Holocaust, the museum
and its educational center will make a
major contribution in combating anti-
Semitism. A better understanding of
the great contributions that Polish
Jews have made to society will help
fight off the ignorance and the lies that
bring about this bigotry.

There is no better time for a living
monument to stand against anti-Semi-
tism than now, and no better place
than in the heart of Europe, the place
where the Nazis put so many Jews to
death. In 1997, the City of Warsaw do-
nated land adjacent to the Warsaw
Ghetto Uprising Monument for the
construction of this museum. In June
of 2007, authorities broke ground for its
construction. It is now slated for open-
ing in 2010, but there still is a signifi-
cant deficit in funding.

It is one of the first institutions in
post-European Poland to be built
through a partnership of public and
private support. The Government of
Poland and the City of Warsaw have
each designated some $15 million for
the museum, and a number of private
corporations and individuals from
Israel, the United Kingdom, Sweden,
the Netherlands, and elsewhere, of
course that includes the United States,
have also agreed to contribute. Just
yesterday, the Government of Germany
signed an agreement to donate over $7
million to the effort. All donors are
united in preserving the memory of a
magnificent people, who have made
such a positive difference, and to com-
bat the rising ugly tide of anti-Semi-
tism.

As you can imagine, it’s a costly and
difficult project to assemble artifacts
and memorabilia from Polish Jewry.
Not only did the Nazis systematically
destroy Jewish men, women and chil-
dren, they sought to erase all memory
of a noble people. The Nazis also deci-
mated most of the City of Warsaw. Our
contribution of $56 million will be more
than just a symbol of American com-
mitment to these principles, although
that is important. It will be more than
a reminder of the historical ties that
bind many descendants of Polish Jews
in the United States and elsewhere to
Polish Jewry, although that, too, is a
worthy goal. This contribution will be
an important aid in making this
project a reality. It will help bring it to
completion.

I urge support for H.R. 3320. As one
supporter called this, this is a ‘‘restitu-
tion of memory.”

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I want to compliment and commend
my good friend from New Jersey for a
most eloquent statement. Whenever he
speaks, I listen; not only as a great ad-
vocate and champion of human rights
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throughout the world, but I cannot
think of a more appropriate piece of
legislation where his mark is made to
the fact that the persecutions that
took place among the Jewish people
during World War II. Again, I thank
the gentleman from New Jersey for his
efforts in bringing this piece of legisla-
tion to the floor for consideration.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to support H. Res. 3320, introduced
by my friend and colleague, Mr. SMITH of New
Jersey. This bill would authorize the United
States to provide $5 million to assist in the de-
velopment of the permanent collection of the
Museum of the History of Polish Jews.

This past May, | had the opportunity to trav-
el to Poland and, while there, met with Jerzy
Halbersztadt, the director of the museum, and
Ewa Wierzynska, the deputy director. The mu-
seum they are helping to establish is truly an
historical undertaking and one that deserves
the support of the United States.

Warsaw was once home to the largest Jew-
ish community in Europe, and if we are to truly
understand what was lost in the Holocaust, we
must try to wrap our minds not only around
the figure of 6 million, but around the 1,000
years of Polish Jewish life that preceded that
tragedy. Poland is not only a place where
Jews died, but a place where they lived and
flourished. Moreover, it is estimated that 80
percent of all Jews and over nine million
Americans trace some of their ancestry to the
Polish Jewish community. This museum has
the potential to touch the lives of our own citi-
zens in deeply personal ways.

As chairman of the Helsinki Commission, |
am heartened by the educational role this mu-
seum can play in fulfilling the goals that the
OSCE participating States have undertaken in
the field of combating anti-Semitism. | believe
this museum will contribute to tolerance and
mutual respect in Poland, will help counter the
broader phenomenon of anti-Semitism in Eu-
rope, and will serve as an inspiration to the
thousands of visitors who will come every
year. The historical record of the Polish Jew-
ish community must be preserved and shared
with future generations.

Unfortunately, my own schedule did not per-
mit me to return to Poland for the June 26
groundbreaking ceremony for the museum,
which will be located in the heart of the pre-
World War Il Jewish district and next to the
monument to the Jews who resisted the Nazis
during the 1943 ghetto uprising. However, |
did send a member of the Helsinki Commis-
sion staff, who witnessed firsthand the extraor-
dinary turnout for this event. Among those
present was the Chief Rabbi of Tel Aviv Meir
Lau, whose parents were from Poland and
who suggested that invited Iranian President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, who has denied the
Holocaust, be among the first to visit the mu-
seum.

| don’t know if the Iranian President will ac-
cept this invitation, but | have no doubt that
many Americans will be among the 500,000
people who are expected to visit the museum
on an annual basis. | urge my colleagues to
join me in supporting this extraordinary mu-
seum, with an extraordinary mission.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I have no additional speakers, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.



H13542

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from American Samoa
(Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 3320.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

——
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CONDEMNING THE NOVEMBER 6,
2007, TERRORIST BOMBING IN AF-
GHANISTAN

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and agree
to the resolution (H. Res. 811) con-
demning the November 6, 2007, terrorist
bombing in Afghanistan and expressing
condolences to the people of Afghani-
stan and the members of the Wolesi
Jirga.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 811

Whereas on November 6, 2007, a terrorist
carried out a suicide bombing in the Baghlan
province of Afghanistan that deliberately
targeted a delegation of 18 members of the
Wolesi Jirga, the directly elected chamber of
the National Assembly of Afghanistan;

Whereas this horrific bombing was the
deadliest suicide attack since the liberation
of Afghanistan from the brutal Taliban re-
gime in 2001, reportedly killing at least 50
Afghan citizens, including several school-
children, and wounding dozens of others;

Whereas at least six members of the Wolesi
Jirga were Kkilled in the attack, including
Sayed Mustafa Kazemi, Chair of the Eco-
nomic Commission of the Wolesi Jirga and
former Minister of Commerce; Engineer
Abdul Matin, a member from the province of
Helmland; Sibgatullah Zaki, a member from
the province of Takhar; Haji Sahib Rahman
Hemat, a member from the province of
Kunar; Nazik Mir Sarferaz, a member from
the Kunduz province; and Mohammad Arif
Zarif, a member from Kabul;

Whereas the legislative delegation tran-
scended political, ethnic, and regional divi-
sions and was targeted by this heinous act
while carrying out its official duties in serv-
ice to the Afghan people;

Whereas nearly six years after the libera-
tion of Afghanistan from the Taliban, who
provided al-Qaeda with a safe haven for plan-
ning the attacks of September 11, 2001, Af-
ghanistan remains under siege, and the
democratically elected Government of Af-
ghanistan remains subject to attacks from
remnants of the Taliban who have regrouped
along with other insurgent groups, including
al-Qaeda;

Whereas poppy cultivation and opium pro-
duction, which directly support, sustain, and
finance insurgents, militias, and terrorist or-
ganizations operating in Afghanistan, con-
tinue to dramatically increase;
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Whereas the security of Afghanistan is
closely intertwined with the security of its
regional neighbors, and therefore coopera-
tion and support from its neighbors in de-
feating insurgents and establishing security
is urgently required;

Whereas the international community, in-
cluding the Government of the TUnited
States, has expressed its ongoing commit-
ment to supporting the efforts of the Govern-
ment and people of Afghanistan to build a
stable, secure, and democratic nation with
the achievement of the Afghanistan Compact
in 2006;

Whereas Afghanistan remains a critical
front in the global struggle against ter-
rorism, and supporting the development of
democratic institutions in Afghanistan is
critical to defeating this threat; and

Whereas the House Democracy Assistance
Commission of the United States House of
Representatives has worked in partnership
with the Wolesi Jirga to strengthen its insti-
tutional capacity, and remains committed to
a strong and mutually-beneficial partner-
ship: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) condemns in the strongest terms the
November 6, 2007, attack in the Baghlan
province of Afghanistan and all other at-
tacks against the democratic freedom and
sovereignty of the Afghan people;

(2) expresses its condolences to the people
of Afghanistan and the members of the
Wolesi Jirga;

(3) supports the efforts of the Government
of Afghanistan to investigate the attack and
bring the perpetrators to justice;

(4) reaffirms the long-term commitment of
the United States to the establishment of se-
curity, the strengthening of democratic and
civil institutions, and the promotion of eco-
nomic opportunity as the basis for a stable,
secure, and democratic Afghanistan; and

(5) calls upon the United States and other
responsible nations to strengthen their ef-
forts to further the goals and standards set
forth in the Afghanistan Compact for im-
provements in security, governance, and eco-
nomic development.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
American Samoa (Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA)
and the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
BILIRAKIS) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from American Samoa.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on this pro-
posed legislation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from American Samoa?

There was no objection.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I rise in strong support of this resolu-
tion, and I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, first of all, I want to
recognize the chief sponsor and author
of this important legislation, my good
friend, the gentleman from North Caro-
lina (Mr. PRICE) and I also want to
thank the chairman of our Foreign Af-
fairs Committee, Mr. LANTOS, and our
ranking member, Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN of
Florida, for their support and leader-
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ship in bringing this legislation to the
floor.

Mr. Speaker, last week the United
States was reminded once again that
amongst the weekly sacrifices of Amer-
icans in Iraq, the continuing concern of
Iran and the recent developments in
Pakistan, there still exists in the geo-
graphic center of the Middle East and
South Asia a country that faces a
growing insurgency that directly
threatens its stability and the national
security and interests of the United
States and its allies.

On November 6, a suicide bomber tar-
geted a delegation of members of the
Afghanistan National Assembly, or the
Wolesi Jirga, killing at least 50 Af-
ghans, including school children, ordi-
nary citizens and half a dozen elected
members. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
strongly condemn this attack and to
echo again our unified commitment to
the stabilization and development of
Afghanistan.

This House shares a special bond
with the Wolesi Jirga, which partici-
pates in a partnership in our House De-
mocracy Assistance Commission, and
it is indeed a tragedy to see our fellow
legislators or parliamentarians be mur-
dered in such a way.

A few months ago, this House passed
on an overwhelming and bipartisan
basis the Afghanistan Freedom Sup-
port and Security Act of 2007. This act
reaffirmed our long-term commitment
to the security and development of Af-
ghanistan by reauthorizing a com-
prehensive package of assistance to a
country in dire need of the inter-
national community’s support.

Mr. Speaker, if there is any lesson to
be taken from the tragic events like
these, it is that now is the time to act.
Poppy cultivation is up multifold, sui-
cide attacks have increased dramati-
cally in the past year, and Afghanistan
still suffers as being one of the poorest
countries in the world. In that regard,
I urge my colleagues in the Senate, the
other body, to take up an Afghanistan
reauthorization bill as early as possible
so that we may help that country drive
out the forces of extremism and intol-
erance and bring the forces of modera-
tion and progress in.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of the
bipartisan resolution before us con-
demning the cowardly suicide bomb-
ings in Baghlan, Afghanistan, recently
which killed at least six members of
the Afghan Parliament and dozens of
innocent men and women and children.
Countless others were wounded.

Those who oppose the emergence of a
free, democratic and stable Afghani-
stan mistakenly believe that through
such nefarious acts they can deter the
Afghan people from realizing their goal
of a viable and independent Afghani-
stan that is secure and free from ter-
rorism. This cowardly act will not
deter us, nor will it deter the people of
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Afghanistan from achieving those vital
goals. It only strengthens the will of
the Afghan people to not revert back to
the days of totalitarian rule by the
Taliban and its radical allies.

Last month, the committee met with
the Speaker of the Afghan Parliament
here in Washington and we discussed
the challenges and common goals we
all face and share in Afghanistan. I am
confident that he and his colleagues,
both men and women democratically
elected by the people, will carry on, de-
spite the loss of their colleagues in this
brutal attack.

Mr. Speaker, I believe that President
Karzai of Afghanistan spoke for all of
us when he condemned the attacks and
noted it was against Islam and said, ‘It
is the work of the enemies of peace and
security in Afghanistan.”

This brutal attack is a solemn re-
minder that Afghanistan continues to
be subjected to a campaign of unrelent-
ing violence by the Taliban, Hizb-1I
Islami, and other terrorist organiza-
tions. The security climate has the po-
tential to further compromise recon-
struction and relief efforts by the
United States, our allies and the inter-
national community.

In particular, the poppy cultivation
and opium production, which directly
supports local warlords and sustains
and finances insurgents, militias and
terrorist organizations behind these at-
tacks, continues to increase at a stag-
gering rate. In response, this critical
resolution demonstrates the continued
commitment from the United States
and the international community to
support the people of Afghanistan in
their time of need.

I want to thank Congressman PRICE
and Congressman DREIER for their
leadership in ensuring that this resolu-
tion was considered by the House in a
unified, expeditious manner.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
it is with pleasure that I yield 6 min-
utes to the gentleman from North
Carolina (Mr. PRICE), the author of this
proposed bill.

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I rise in support of H. Res. 811,
to offer a message of solidarity to the
people of Afghanistan.

The House Democracy Assistance
Commission, which I chair at present
and which our colleague Mr. DREIER
chaired in the previous Congress, has
worked in partnership with the Wolesi
Jirga, the Afghan Parliament’s equiva-
lent of the House of Representatives,
for the last 2 years.

In the course of that partnership, we
have had the opportunity to travel to
Afghanistan and meet with a range of
Afghan leaders, including numbers of
members of the Wolesi Jirga. We have
been profoundly impressed by the cour-
age and commitment of the Afghan
people, who are striving against long
odds to radically transform their soci-
ety. Their nation has been at war or
under attack for nearly all of the last
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30 years, and yet they have faced down
those who deny them their personal
and political freedoms and have contin-
ued on course, to build a democratic
and secure nation.

None have demonstrated this dedica-
tion more than the members of the
Wolesi Jirga. Afghan voters have se-
lected individuals representing every
aspect of the Afghan culture—Islamic
scholars, western businessmen, former
communists, progressive women, and
everything in between, for this remark-
able assembly. They have approached
their differences in a truly democratic
fashion, settling disputes through de-
bate, rather than violence. As their
Speaker, Yunus Qanooni, likes to say,
they now settle their differences by
holding up voting cards instead of
guns. And now they stand together,
conservatives and progressives, men
and women, Tajiks and Pashtuns, all
working for a better Afghanistan.

Mr. Speaker, one week ago today, the
Afghan democracy suffered its dead-
liest terrorist attack since the fall of
the brutal Taliban regime. Over 50 Af-
ghan citizens, including school chil-
dren, tribal elders and other bystand-
ers, were killed, and over 100 more were
injured.

The main target of the attack was a
delegation of members of the Wolesi
Jirga, a delegation that strongly rep-
resented the new democratic spirit I
have just described. The 18 members of
the delegation represented diverse eth-
nic groups and religious affiliations.
They included men and women, and
covered the full political spectrum. It
was a delegation traveling to Baghlan
province to reach out to the constitu-
ents that the members have sworn to
serve.

After the bombing, six Wolesi Jirga
members lay dead. Sayed Mustafa
Kazemi, Chair of the Economic Com-
mission of the Wolesi Jirga and former
Minister of Commerce; Engineer Abdul
Matin, a member from the province of
Helmland; Sibgatullah Zaki, a member
from the province of Takhar; Haji
Sahib Rahman Hemat, a member from
the province of Kunar; Nazik Mir
Sarferaz, a member from the Kunduz
province; and Mohammad Arif Zarif, a
member from Kabul.

Many more were injured. Some of the
members Killed and injured were mem-
bers that our House Democracy Assist-
ance Commission met with only last
fall. We offer our deepest sympathies
to the families and friends of these
members who died in service to their
country.

But I rise to say to those behind
these attacks that despite your cow-
ardly actions, Afghanistan’s democracy
remains strong, and our support for Af-
ghanistan remains unwavering.

The resolution before us condemns
this horrific attack and expresses our
deep condolences to the Afghan people,
who have sacrificed so much for the
cause of a free and democratic nation.
It also calls upon our Nation and the
international community to redouble

H13543

our efforts in support of Afghanistan,
to turn back the forces within that
country and beyond that are capable of
the barbarism we witnessed last week.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this resolution.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from California (Mr.
DREIER), the coauthor of this resolu-
tion.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my friend for yielding. It is with a
great deal of sadness that I rise in sup-
port of this resolution.

Our colleagues, Messrs.
FALEOMAVAEGA, BILIRAKIS and PRICE,
have very adequately outlined the cir-
cumstances around which this attack
took place on November 6. But if there
is one message that has come forward
from the tragedy of a week ago, it is
that if there is any doubt whatsoever
that our enemies in Afghanistan are
seeking to undermine democracy, lib-
eralization and the cause of peace for
the Afghan people, one needs look no
further than what took place on No-
vember 6. This was a very sophisticated
attack that took place, and it is one by
those who clearly do want to under-
mine everything that we as Americans
take for granted and for which the Af-
ghan people aspire.

My dear friend and colleague Mr.
PRICE has correctly pointed to the fact
that just last week we had the oppor-
tunity as members of the House De-
mocracy Assistance Commission to
meet with our counterparts, members
of the Wolesi Jirga, who have in many
ways modeled their Parliament, their
House of Representatives, after ours.

I know that we are not always the
best model for everything. We are in
fact a model to which many around the
world, including the Afghan people and
members of the Afghan Parliament, as-
pire. And that is why, as Mr. PRICE has
correctly said, if anyone believes that
this attack that took place on Novem-
ber 6 would in any way, in any way, di-
minish the commitment of the United
States Congress and our 20-member bi-
partisan House Democracy Assistance
Commission to our assistance to the
Afghan people and to the future of
peace, stability, democracy and polit-
ical and economic liberalization in Af-
ghanistan, they are wrong. In fact, Mr.
Speaker, the tragedy of one week ago,
on November 6, in my mind, stands to
reaffirm and strengthen the commit-
ment of the House Democracy Assist-
ance Commission.

Now, while Mr. PRICE went through
and talked about naming the six par-
liamentarians who tragically were
killed and, as was pointed out, 50 peo-
ple killed and many, many peobple
wounded, I think it is important to
note that Sayed Mustafa Kazemi was
in fact a very bright 45-year-old leader
who has, through his career, been re-
sponsible for bringing together a wide
range of very, very diverse interests
within Afghanistan. As Mr. PRICE
pointed to the diversity that exists
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within the Wolesi Jirga, it is important
to note that Mr. Kazemi was in fact, if
not the paramount leader, one of the
top leaders in bringing these very di-
verse groups together.
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Now, this delegation was in the
Baghlan province doing their work, as
we as Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives do our work when we have
delegations going to visit and work on
different projects. This was the Eco-
nomics Commission. As Mr. PRICE said,
we had seen Mr. Kazemi as the head of
the Economics Commission in the past.
These were members of the Wolesi
Jirga, parliamentarians just as we are,
working on the project of trying to
bring about greater reform and success
to the people of Afghanistan. And to
have them attacked in such a way is
something that will in fact go down in
history.

My friend from North Carolina said
this was the worst attack to take place
since the Taliban has come to power.
Mr. Speaker, just today the British
Broadcasting Corporation reported
that the attack on November 6 was the
single worst attack and the largest loss
of life in the history of Afghanistan.
Never before has such a large number
of people been killed in an attack such
as this.

So that is why I am very pleased that
Mr. PRICE asked me to join with him
working on this resolution. That is
why we stand together, Democrats and
Republicans, reaffirming our commit-
ment to the future of Afghanistan. We
know it was September 11 of 2001 and
the attacks that emerged from Osama
bin Laden and the Taliban, support for
that effort, and al Qaeda that led to
the work that we have done in Afghani-
stan.

Mr. Speaker, we remain committed.
Our resolve is in fact strengthened by
this tragedy. I urge my colleagues to
join in support of this resolution.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I deeply appreciate the remarks of my
good friend and colleague from Cali-
fornia and also the author of this legis-
lation. Truly, I echo his sentiments.
This is bipartisan proposed legislation,
and I urge my colleagues to support
the bill.

Does my colleague from Florida have
any further speakers?

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in strong support of H. Res. 811,
Condemning the November 6, 2007, terrorist
bombing in Afghanistan and expressing con-
dolences to the people of Afghanistan and the
members of the Wolesi Jirga, introduced by
my distinguished colleague from North Caro-
lina, Representative DAVID PRICE. As we all
know, the situation in Afghanistan is critical,
and it is essential that we maintain and
strengthen our support of Afghanistan for the
sake of the Afghan people and our own na-
tional security.

Mr. Speaker, it was almost exactly 6 years
ago that, in response to the 9/11 terrorist at-
tacks, the United States launched a military
operation against Afghanistan, with the intent
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to capture Osama bin Laden, to destroy the
al-Qaeda terrorist network, and to remove the
Taliban regime that had provided support and
safe harbor for al-Qaeda. Though the Taliban
has been removed from power, they have
since regrouped and are an increasingly resur-
gent force, while al-Qaeda remains a signifi-
cant threat and Osama bin Laden continues to
evade capture.

Meanwhile, Afghanistan continues to suffer
from the chronic instability that has plagued
the nation for much of its modern history. lts
infrastructure and economy have been dev-
astated by decades of conflict, the fledgling
democratic government continues to face a
very real threat from the resurgent Taliban,
and the people of Afghanistan continue to live
in a climate of ongoing turmoil, particularly in
the southern regions of the country, where
there are ongoing and dangerous clashes be-
tween coalition-led forces and insurgents.

This most recent attack that occurred on
November 6, 2007 was the deadliest suicide
attack since the liberation of Afghanistan from
the Taliban in 2001. This attack deliberately
targeted the members of the Wolesi Jirga, the
directly elected chamber of the National As-
sembly of Afghanistan, which transcended po-
litical, regional, and ethnic divisions within this
war-torn nation. The suicide attack killed at
least 6 members of the Wolesi Jirga as well
as at least 50 Afghan citizens, including
women and children, and wounded dozens of
others.

Mr. Speaker, it is essential that we provide
considerable aid for Afghanistan, a region
which we have consistently underfunded de-
spite its critical needs. While we have thrown
away billions of taxpayers’ dollars in Iraq, the
real security threat of Afghanistan, home to
the al-Qaeda and the Taliban, has gone rel-
atively unchecked. This is a problem not sim-
ply for the United States to handle, but for
NATO. We must work with our NATO allies to
put increased pressure on them to step up to
the task of addressing the most serious secu-
rity issues. Security is essential to not only
economic growth but also makes it easier for
humanitarian organizations to accomplish their
tasks. Creating a stable security situation in
Afghanistan is an international concern.

Furthermore, trends of opium production in
Afghanistan have changed. According to the
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC), “opium cultivation in Afghanistan is
no longer associated with poverty.” This is
largely due to the fact that the poorer northern
provinces are seeing a downward trend in
poppy cultivation, while production and traf-
ficking are growing in the eastern and south-
ern provinces. As these are the areas of the,
country currently experiencing the greatest
amount of conflict, UNODC now associates
the opiate trade with insurgency. According to
UNODC, the Taliban have ‘“started to extract
from the drug economy resources for arms, lo-
gistics, and militia pay.” This horrific attack
may be directly linked to poppy cultivation and
opium production, which has as of late been
used to directly “support, sustain, and finance
insurgents, militias, and terrorist organizations
operating in Afghanistan.”

In the 110th Congress, we have already
passed important legislation that, | believe, will
help promote peace and freedom in Afghani-
stan. However, it is necessary for us to con-
tinue to work together with the Afghan govern-
ment and other members of the international
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community to address the outstanding chal-
lenges that continue to threaten the nation. As
stated in this legislation, the United States
must reaffirm its long-term commitment to Af-
ghanistan, “to the establishment of security,
the strengthening of democratic and civil insti-
tutions, and the promotion of economic oppor-
tunity as the basis for a stable, secure, and
democratic Afghanistan.

The security and stability of Afghanistan is
crucial to the current war on terror. The United
States must strengthen and sustain its support
of Afghanistan, we must continue in our com-
mitment to this nation at this critical turning
point. | am proud cosponsor of this legislation
and | strongly urge my colleagues to join me
in supporting this important legislation.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. I have no further
speakers, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from American Samoa
(Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA) that the House
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution, H. Res. 811.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———

ALLOWING EXCEPTION FROM $1
COIN DISPENSING CAPABILITY
REQUIREMENT

Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and pass
the bill (H.R. 3703) to amend section
5112(p)(1)(A) of title 31, United States
Code, to allow an exception from the $1
coin dispensing capability requirement
for certain vending machines.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3703

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That section 5112(p)(1)(A)
of title 31, United States Code, is amended to
read as follows:

‘“‘(A) any business operations conducted by
any such agency, instrumentality, system,
or entity that involve coins or currency will
be fully capable of—

‘‘(i) accepting $1 coins in connection with
such operations; and

‘‘(ii) other than vending machines that do
not receive currency denominations higher
than $1, dispensing $1 coins in connection
with such operations; and’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. ScoTT) and the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. PRICE) each will con-
trol 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. SCOTT).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
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which to revise and extend their re-
marks on this legislation and to insert
extraneous material therein.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I rise in support of H.R. 3703. This is a
very timely and important piece of leg-
islation because as you may recall, the
Presidential $1 Coin Act of 2005 re-
quires retailers, including vending ma-
chines that are located on Federal
property, to both accept and disburse
$1 coins by January of 2008. We are
talking about 7 weeks from now. That
brings about the urgency and the time-
liness of the matter.

This requirement additionally ap-
plies to transit systems, military
bases, and those that take Federal sub-
sidies. Now, while most vending ma-
chines are already programmed and
able to accept $1 coins, there are very
few that are programmed to dispense $1
coins. So that is why this legislation is
needed, to exempt those vending ma-
chines from dispensing requirements
that do not have a reason to dispense
the $1 coins in the first place.

So that in effect, Mr. Speaker, if we
do not pass this bill, we will have
unintendedly affected a hindrance of
the circulation of the coins by compel-
ling them to be stored in vending ma-
chines that will never dispense them.
This legislation targets machines that
have only $1 in currency and exchange.
So you can see there will never be a
need for the machine to dispense $1
coins.

We believe that these Presidential $1
coins are very important. They should
be circulated. The public should cir-
culate them, but certainly having them
stored in a vending machine from
which they will never be dispensed is
not the way to do that. That is why we
need this bill. I ask that the House ur-
gently pass this measure.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to join my
colleague from Georgia in support of
this legislation. This legislation is sim-
ple and direct, and as my colleague
stated, is necessary. It is basically a
technical correction for the Presi-
dential $1 Coin Act enacted in Decem-
ber 2005. That bill sought to use the
mechanism of a regularly changed de-
sign on the $1 coin to draw that coin
into circulation, and it had specific
language directing that retail oper-
ations on Federal property, including
vending machines, accept and dispense
$1 coins. It makes sense since the coin
is an official form of U.S. exchange,
and not to handle the coin would be in-
appropriate.

But certain vending machines, such
as soda machines, only accept change
and bank notes of no greater value
than $1. Logically, there would be no
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reason for these machines to dispense a
$1 coin. To convert them to do so and
to stock them with a stack of coins
that never would be dispensed clearly
would be unnecessary and not intended
by the original bill.

Worse, as my friend from Georgia
mentioned, oftentimes that cost for
doing so would fall on our servicemen
and women. So there really is no point
to this change that was mandated, and
we can easily fix that today.

Mr. Speaker, the language of this bill
exempts solely those $1 vending ma-
chines from the requirement to dis-
pense $1 coins. I urge all Members to
support this bill, and I commend my
colleague from Georgia for bringing
this bill to the House floor.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I have no other speakers, and I urge
immediate passage of this bill and
transmittal to the Senate.

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
ScoTT) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3703.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

EXPRESSING SENSE OF THE
HOUSE THAT THE PRESIDENT
SHOULD DECLARE LUNG CANCER
A PUBLIC HEALTH PRIORITY

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 335) expressing the sense
of the House of Representatives that
the President should declare lung can-
cer a public health priority and should
implement a comprehensive inter-
agency program to reduce the lung
cancer mortality rate by at least 50
percent by 2015, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 335

Whereas lung cancer is the leading cause of
cancer death for both men and women, ac-
counting for 28 percent of all cancer deaths;

Whereas lung cancer kills more people an-
nually than breast cancer, prostate cancer,
colon cancer, liver cancer, melanoma, and
kidney cancer combined;

Whereas, since the National Cancer Act of
1971 (Public Law 92-218; 85 Stat. 778), coordi-
nated and comprehensive research has raised
the 5-year survival rates for breast cancer to
88 percent, for prostate cancer to 99 percent,
and for colon cancer to 64 percent;

Whereas the 5-year survival rate for lung
cancer is still only 15 percent and a similar
coordinated and comprehensive research ef-
fort is required to achieve increases in lung
cancer survivability rates;
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Whereas 60 percent of lung cancer cases are
now diagnosed in nonsmokers or former
smokers;

Whereas %5 of nonsmokers diagnosed with
lung cancer are women;

Whereas certain minority populations,
such as Black males, have disproportionately
high rates of lung cancer incidence and mor-
tality, notwithstanding their lower smoking
rate;

Whereas members of the baby boomer gen-
eration are entering their sixties, the most
common age at which people develop cancer;

Whereas tobacco addiction and exposure to
other lung cancer carcinogens such as Agent
Orange and other herbicides and battlefield
emissions are serious problems among mili-
tary personnel and war veterans;

Whereas the August 2001 Report of the
Lung Cancer Progress Review Group of the
National Cancer Institute stated that fund-
ing for lung cancer research was ‘‘far below
the levels characterized for other common
malignancies and far out of proportion to its
massive health impact’’;

Whereas the Report of the Lung Cancer
Progress Review Group identified as its
‘“‘highest priority’’ the creation of inte-
grated, multidisciplinary, multi-institu-
tional research consortia organized around
the problem of lung cancer rather than
around specific research disciplines; and

Whereas the United States must enhance
its response to the issues raised in the Re-
port of the Lung Cancer Progress Review
Group: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) recognizes lung cancer as a public
health priority and the importance of taking
steps toward reducing the lung cancer mor-
tality rate by at least half by 2015;

(2) acknowledges the importance of the
recommendations of the Lung Cancer
Progress Review Group of the National Can-
cer Institute;

(3) encourages increased investment for
lung cancer research and other lung cancer-
related programs;

(4) supports efforts to develop a broad-
based lung cancer screening and disease
management program among members of the
Armed Forces and veterans; and

(5) recognizes the benefit of graduate med-
ical education programs in thoracic medi-
cine and cardiothoracic surgery.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
California (Mrs. CAPPS) and the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. UPTON)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the resolution
now under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of H. Res. 335, and I would like to
thank the lead cosponsors of the reso-
lution, ED WHITFIELD and DONNA
CHRISTENSEN. I also wish to strongly
commend the Lung Cancer Alliance
and other organizations that have sup-
ported this resolution. I am so pleased
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we could pass this resolution during
Lung Cancer Awareness Month.

House Resolution 335 calls on the
President to declare lung cancer a pub-
lic health priority and encourages a
greater investment in lung cancer re-
search. This could not come at a more
important time.

We have just seen newly released sta-
tistics that show, while overall cancer
mortality rates are dropping quicker
than ever, lung cancer mortality rates
in women are actually increasing. As
our Nation is committed to working
towards the goal of eliminating all
cancer deaths by 2015, the statistics for
lung cancer are extremely dis-
appointing.

Mr. Speaker, lung cancer is the num-
ber one cancer killer of both men and
women, yet we are perhaps making the
least amount of progress in effectively
treating it. We must put greater in-
vestment into prevention and early di-
agnosis of lung cancer. This is the only
way to improve outcomes.

One of the most effective ways to re-
duce 1lung cancer incidence is, of
course, smoking cessation. I am proud
of the remarkable achievements our
Nation has made to encourage smokers
to quit, and better yet, to teach people
never to begin at all.

Disappointingly, some of America’s
leading women’s magazines don’t share
that goal. As many of you have heard
and seen, they continue running ads for
cigarettes like Camel No. 9 which are
clearly targeted at young women.

After years of steady decline, smok-
ing rates have remained stagnant from
2004 to 2006. Launching an aggressive
marketing campaign targeting young
people is a terrible step backwards in
our national efforts to reduce smoking.
I hope this resolution today will rein-
force our commitment to smoking ces-
sation.

But one of the lesser known facts of
lung cancer is that 8 percent of men
and an astonishing 20 percent of women
with lung cancer have never smoked. I
am very aware of this fact through my
own personal experience as my daugh-
ter became one of these statistics. I
think the Nation as a whole became
more aware with more visible cases,
such as Dana Reeve. It often takes a
high-profile case to propel us into ac-
tion, and I hope that the growing
awareness and action over the past 2
years will continue to improve our un-
derstanding of and our ability to con-
front lung cancer.

With a greater investment into inte-
grated, multidisciplinary research or-
ganized around lung cancer, we do have
a chance of reducing death. Let us use
the opportunity of passing this resolu-
tion to reaffirm our shared commit-
ment to combating lung cancer deaths,
truly making it a public health pri-
ority for our Nation. I urge my col-
leagues to support H. Res. 335.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.
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Mr. Speaker, I want to thank my col-
league, Mrs. CAPPS. And I also want to
thank Chairman DINGELL and Ranking
Member BARTON, and others who have
had a real hand in moving this legisla-
tion before us.

I rise today in support of this resolu-
tion, a resolution recognizing the im-
pact of lung cancer and the recent rec-
ommendations of the Lung Cancer
Progress Review Group of the National
Cancer Institute. This group’s process
is a comprehensive, collaborative, inte-
grated approach to control and elimi-
nate lung cancer. The group was tasked
with making recommendations,
strategizing, and reporting on progress
made in an effort to control and elimi-
nate lung cancer.
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The group was able to identify sci-
entific priorities and needs and set
forth a national agenda for research on
lung cancer.

This Progress Review Group made
the recommendation to foster the cre-
ation of scientifically integrated
multi-institutional research consortia
organized around the problem of lung
cancer rather than around specific re-
search disciplines. The recommenda-
tion speaks to the ongoing work at the
NIH as well as in the private sector for
cross-cutting research. And as a Con-
gress, it is our responsibility to endow
these researchers to best pursue an-
swers. This report clarifies the benefits
of broad science. Putting disease re-
search into silos so that, as so many
authorizing bills often do, is not al-
ways helpful to the greater goal. Let’s
take these recommendations to pursue
a multilevel, multidisciplinary science
in an effort to find a cure for lung can-
cer or thousands of other diseases that
afflict the world. Reducing the mor-
tality rate of lung cancer is an objec-
tive to which we all can subscribe. It is
our responsibility to make sure that
the scientists have the tools and the
access necessary to pursue a cure.

So many of us here have been with
someone at a bedside that is suffering
from this awful disease, one of the
worst. It is a great step forward that
we can pass this legislation, to see the
research come about, the funding with
it, so that some day in fact we will
have a cure to prevent this tragedy in
families across the globe.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mrs. CAPPS. In closing, I just want
to urge our colleagues to pass this res-
olution and to press forward with the
research on lung cancer. I do this in
the name of my daughter and of Dana
Reeve and other people whose lives
have not been saved but who could be
promoting others to be encouraged to
eradicate this most deadly of cancer
scourges.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. PAS-
TOR). The question is on the motion of-
fered by the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. CAPPS) that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the resolu-
tion, H. Res. 335, as amended.
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The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

The title was amended so as to read:
“Resolution expressing the sense of the
House of Representatives with respect
to lung cancer as a public health pri-
ority and the recommendations of the
Lung Cancer Progress Review Group of
the National Cancer Institute.”.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF CHILDREN'S HEALTH
MONTH

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 760) supporting the
goals and ideals of Children’s Health
Month, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 760

Whereas children comprise one quarter of
the population of the United States;

Whereas nearly 1 in 5 children in the
United States are overweight;

Whereas 7 percent of children in the United
States have limitations on activity due to
chronic health conditions;

Whereas an estimated 12 percent of high
school seniors put themselves at risk by
smoking cigarettes daily;

Whereas children account for 30,000,000 an-
nual visits to the emergency room to receive
care for injuries or illnesses;

Whereas asthma affects nearly 5,000,000
American children;

Whereas allergies affect about 50,000,000
American children;

Whereas motor vehicle crashes are the
number one cause of death for children and
adolescents ages 1 to 21;

Whereas dental caries is the most common
chronic disease affecting American children,
and is 5 times more common than asthma
and 7 times more common than hay fever;

Whereas during fiscal year 2005, an esti-
mated 899,000 children in the 50 States, the
District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico were
determined to be victims of abuse or neglect;
and

Whereas every year since 1928 the Presi-
dent has issued a proclamation designating
the month October as ‘‘Children’s Health
Month”’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Chil-
dren’s Health Month;

(2) invites the chief executive officers of
the States, territories, and possessions of the
United States to issue proclamations recog-
nizing the goals and ideals of Children’s
Health Month;

(3) commends the efforts of States, terri-
tories, and possessions of the United States,
localities, nonprofit organizations, busi-
nesses, and the people of the United States
who support the goals and ideals of Chil-
dren’s Health Month;

(4) recognizes and reaffirms our Nation’s
commitment to providing access to health
care, ensuring preventative care, seeking
cures for debilitating diseases and chronic
conditions, and promoting healthy living
habits for America’s children;

(5) recognizes and salutes the health care
professionals who provide care and treat-
ment for childhood illnesses and afflictions;
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(6) recognizes and salutes the officials who
protect children from environmental health
and safety risks;

(7) recognizes and salutes the officials who
educate parents, schools, and communities
about health risks and related issues for
children; and

(8) encourages States, territories, and pos-
sessions of the United States to educate chil-
dren about healthy living habits when they
are young so that they will be more likely to
lead healthy lives as adults.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CosTA). Pursuant to the rule, the gen-
tlewoman from California (Mrs. CAPPS)
and the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
UPTON) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the resolution
now under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise in support of House Resolution
760 which supports the goals and ideals
of Children’s Health Month. I commend
my colleagues, Kathy Castor of Florida
and Dave Reichert of Washington, for
introducing this important resolution.
A school nurse myself for 20 or more
years, I can’t emphasize enough the
importance of reaffirming a stronger
commitment to provide better access
to health care for children.

We absolutely must take greater
steps in providing preventive care, pro-
moting healthy habits, and finding
cures to chronic conditions that are be-
coming more prevalent in our Nation’s
children.

Perhaps one of the greatest steps we
can take is to finally reauthorize the
Children’s Health Insurance Programs.
As this resolution notes, one of the
greatest contributors to unhealthy
outcomes in our children is a lack of
access to care. Our Children’s Health
Insurance Program would provide
health care access to an additional 4
million children who are eligible but
not now covered. This bill was sup-
ported by 2656 House Members and 64
Senators. I hope we will soon see this
bill signed into law. Though we know
there are other steps we must also
take, this is the primary one.

There are steps in addition to this
legislation that we can take. When one
in five children in the United States
are overweight, 5 million children are
affected by asthma, and 50 million chil-
dren suffer from allergies, we know we
must take steps to improve healthy en-
vironments as well as healthy habits.
With this resolution, we applaud the ef-
forts of the many families, commu-
nities, health care professionals, and
others in our communities, and offi-
cials as well, who are taking these
steps already; and we encourage in this
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resolution that States be proactive in
promoting healthy living habits to
children so that they can lead healthy
lives as adults.

Most importantly, perhaps, this reso-
lution reminds us of what our prior-
ities in this Congress should be. Un-
doubtedly, our children should be num-
ber one. I commend this resolution for
reaffirming that.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I might consume.

I want to again thank Chairman DIN-
GELL, Ranking Member BARTON, and
certainly Lo1s CAPPS for her leadership
on this issue. I again rise in support of
H. Res. 760, a resolution supporting the
goals and ideals of Children’s Health
Month.

The overarching goal of designating
October each year as Children’s Health
Month is to draw attention to the need
to provide access to health care, insur-
ing preventative care, seek cures for
diseases and chronic conditions, and
promote healthy living habits for all of
America’s children.

There has been much discussion re-
cently both on the floor and in the
media about children’s health care.
The objective, obviously, to cover the
health needs of children is of para-
mount concern, particularly with low-
income children. Children’s Health
Month should remind us of that impor-
tant message. I stand in support, and
ask that my colleagues support the res-
olution as well.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I am very
pleased to yield such time as she may
consume to the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. CASTOR).

Ms. CASTOR. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to thank my good friend and col-
league, Mrs. CAPPS from California, for
yielding the time, and thank her for
her ongoing efforts and advocacy on be-
half of the health of America’s children
and all Americans all across this coun-
try.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of House Resolution 760, supporting the
goals and ideals of Children’s Health
Month. As cochair of the Congressional
Children’s Health Care Caucus, I am
pleased to offer this resolution along
with my colleague from the other side
of the aisle, Mr. REICHERT of Wash-
ington, who is the cochair of the cau-
cus.

This has been an important year for
work on children’s health issues. As
grandparents and parents and teachers
and doctors and nurses and all commu-
nity members understand, our work on
behalf of children’s health is constant,
notwithstanding the fact that we are
going to recognize a certain month
here today.

We are working on behalf of chil-
dren’s health in so many collaborative
ways, and we want to encourage more.
We are encouraging families and
schools to focus on healthy living hab-
its and healthy nutrition for children.
We are working to combat childhood
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obesity and to promote exercise and
physical activity. We are continuing
our concerted efforts to keep our chil-
dren and teens from smoking. We are
working to educate families and raise
medical awareness about critical child-
hood illnesses such as asthma and dia-
betes. And, so many across this coun-
try are working to help parents and
other families sign their kids up for
Medicaid and the Children’s Health In-
surance Program, and those activities
must continue.

But our concerns are not limited
only to the physical health of our chil-
dren, but also to their mental health
and their behavioral health. I note just
today that two new studies were re-
leased relating to early childhood be-
havior. We have got to remain at the
cutting edge, and we have got to con-
tinue to encourage our talented re-
searchers in my home State in Florida,
Mrs. CAPPS’ State of California, and all
across the country to continue their
work.

In addition, all too often our children
are victims of abuse and neglect and do
not receive the special care required to
meet their health care needs and their
mental health care needs. Here in the
Congress, we are working to ensure
that these disparities are eliminated
and that our children receive all the
support that they need. We would like
our neighbors back home to know that
we care about their families and the
well-being of their children, and we
will continue to draw attention to
these issues and work hard to amend
these problems.

Mr. Speaker, today as we acknowl-
edge Children’s Health Month and the
importance of its meaning, we remind
our neighbors and this body of the spe-
cial attention needed for -children’s
health. We salute the parents, pediatri-
cians, nurses, and all community mem-
bers that work every day to care for
our kids, for their physical and mental
well-being. We commend those institu-
tions that have honored the goals of
this special month, and we acknowl-
edge the importance of supporting
America’s children by reinforcing our
sincere dedication to providing access
to health care for our kids, ensuring
preventative care, seeking cures for de-
bilitating diseases and chronic condi-
tions, and promoting healthy lifestyles
for America’s children.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, in closing,
I would like to urge adoption of this
resolution which goes to the heart of a
major priority that we have in this
Congress, which is to support our chil-
dren’s health. This is for the sake of
our children, of course, but it is also on
behalf of their families, the most im-
portant people in their lives, on behalf
of our communities. And really, in
truth, it is about our future, because,
after all, our children are our future,
and a healthy future is that much bet-
ter for all of us.

Mrs. CAPPS. I yield back the balance
of my time.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from California (Mrs.
CAPPS) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 760, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

SUPPORTING THE GOAL AND MIS-
SION OF AMERICA RECYCLES
DAY

Mr. WYNN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 122)
supporting the goal and mission of
America Recycles Day, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 122

Whereas America Recycles Day is on No-
vember 15th of each year;

Whereas America Recycles Day is an an-
nual national awareness event, the mission
of which is promoting the social, environ-
mental, and economic benefits of recycling
and buying recycled-content products;

Whereas the goal of America Recycles Day
is to increase the purchase of recycled-con-
tent products and recycling throughout
America;

Whereas Americans have a long tradition
of recycling;

Whereas in 1896, the first recycling center
was established in New York City, and, by
1989, the Environmental Protection Agency
had set a national waste reduction and recy-
cling goal, and 26 States had enacted laws
making recycling an integral part of their
solid waste management plans;

Whereas in 2003, homes, businesses, and in-
stitutions in the United States produced
more than 236,000,000 tons of municipal solid
waste;

Whereas this amounts to approximately 4.5
pounds of waste per person in the United
States per day, and is almost triple the
amount of municipal solid waste generated
in 1960;

Whereas the Environmental Protection
Agency reports that 30 percent of municipal
solid waste is recovered for recycling or
composting, 14 percent is incinerated, and
the remaining 56 percent is discarded in
landfills;

Whereas a significant amount of this dis-
posed solid waste can be recovered for recy-
cling or composting through source separa-
tion, mechanical separation, and commu-
nity-based recycling programs;

Whereas recycling saves energy, which in
turn can reduce American dependence on for-
eign oil and prevent pollution; reduces the
need for certain natural resources; can cre-
ate more jobs; can cost communities less
than other waste disposal options; supplies
valuable raw materials to industry; stimu-
lates green technology development; and re-
duces the need for new landfills and combus-
tors;

Whereas over the past 10 years, many new
markets for recycled products have been cre-
ated, including remanufacturing plastic con-
tainers into other plastic containers, fleece,
carpet, car parts, strapping, stuffing, bottles,
pipe, lawn and garden products, injection
molded products, and plastic lumber;
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Whereas while there are many new mar-
kets for recycled products, community
curbside pickup programs have decreased
and recycling rates for certain recyclable
household products, like plastic and alu-
minum containers, have decreased or stayed
the same;

Whereas Federal, State, and local govern-
ments should encourage increased recycling
of recyclable household products; and

Whereas there remains significant oppor-
tunity to increase recycling in the United
States, and Americans should be encouraged
to participate in endeavors that promote
waste separation methods, community-based
recycling programs, and expanded utilization
of recovered materials: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That Congress—

(1) supports the goal and mission of Amer-
ica Recycles Day; and

(2) encourages all Americans to participate
in promoting the social, environmental, and
economic benefits of recycling and buying
recycled-content products.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. WYNN) and the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. UPTON)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Maryland.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WYNN. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have b legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the resolution under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.

Mr. WYNN. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Today, I rise in strong support of H.
Con. Res. 122, to support the goal and
mission of America Recycles Day.

A strong commitment to recycling is
needed in this country. Recycling saves
energy consumption and can reduce
our dependence on foreign oil, prevent
pollution, provide valuable raw mate-
rials, and, most importantly, create
more jobs. I think this is an excellent
resolution, and I urge my colleagues to
support its passage.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the chief Republican co-
sponsor of this resolution, Mr. SHAYS
from Connecticut.

Mr. SHAYS. I thank the gentleman
for yielding me time.

I rise in support of H. Con. Res. 122,
introduced by JAY INSLEE of Wash-
ington State, a resolution supporting
the goal and mission of America Recy-
cles Day.

November 15, 2007, marks the 10th an-
niversary of this nationally recognized
day dedicated to encouraging Ameri-
cans to recycle and buy recycled prod-
ucts. This bill expresses support for
this day of recognition, and encourages
all of us to participate in promoting
the social, environmental, and eco-
nomic benefits of recycling and buying
recycled-content products.

November 13, 2007

0 1415

America Recycles Day informs mil-
lions of Americans about the impor-
tance of daily recycling and asks us to
commit ourselves to increasing our re-
cycling habits at home and at work.

Across the country, the National Re-
cycling Coalition organizes community
awareness and education campaigns
about the benefits of recycling, and
volunteers work with communities and
schools to organize recycling aware-
ness events in conjunction with their
local municipalities.

Recycling is one of the easiest ways
anyone can work to improve the world
we live in on a daily basis. Recycling
saves energy and reduces greenhouse
gas emissions that cause global warm-
ing.

The EPA estimates that recycling a
ton of mixed recyclables avoids emis-
sions equivalent to 2.8 tons of carbon
dioxide. Today there are more than
10,000 curbside recycling programs in
the United States, which serve approxi-
mately half of the population.

These programs are also good for our
economy. Recycling is a $236 billion a
year industry, and more than 56,000 re-
cycling and reuse enterprises employ
1.1 million workers.

I believe we should increase our recy-
cling for ourselves and future genera-
tions because we simply will not have a
world to live in if we continue our ne-
glectful ways. Recycling and buying re-
cycled products create demand for
more recycled products, decreasing
waste, protecting our natural re-
sources, and helping our environment
and economy.

America Recycles Day asks that we
pledge ourselves to recycle and buying
recycled products, and I strongly urge
support of this resolution and the rec-
ognition that this is not just a resolu-
tion about nothing. It is about some-
thing very important. It’s about get-
ting us, as human beings, to think
about wasting less and economizing
and helping to save our planet in the
process.

Mr. WYNN. Mr. Speaker, at this time
I am pleased to yield to the sponsor of
this resolution, a leader on environ-
mental matters in this Congress, the
distinguished gentleman from Wash-
ington (Mr. INSLEE).

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
support passage of H. Con. Res. 122, a
resolution to support America Recycles
Day, the only nationally recognized
day dedicated to recycling.

And I want to thank the Chair,
Chairman AL WYNN, for getting this to
the floor; and my cosponsor, Repub-
lican CHRIS SHAYS, who has been a
leader on so many environmental
issues, for working on this issue.

You know, the economic ramifica-
tions of recycling are well known. It
creates 1.1 million jobs. It has annual
sales of $236 billion gross sales, and has
$37 billion in annual payrolls.

But I want to focus my comments for
the moment on why recycling is so
much even more important than it was
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originally. We know it has been the
most successful environmental initia-
tive in the country’s history. It allows
people to take individual action to pre-
serve the environment.

But now that global warming is upon
us, the wisdom, prudence, and genius of
recycling is even more apparent. When
1 million square miles of the arctic
melted, the size of six Californias this
summer, the need for recycling has be-
come even more apparent.

Because recycling substantially re-
duces carbon dioxide emissions when
it’s associated with raw material ex-
traction, with product manufacture,
with emissions from landfills or burn-
ing carbon based waste, when we con-
serve material, we don’t waste energy,
and we don’t put global warming gases
into the atmosphere.

In fact, the Environmental Protec-
tions Agency estimates that recycling
a ton of mixed recyclables saves 2.8
tons of carbon dioxide from going into
the atmosphere. If we simply increased
our recycle efforts from the current 30
percent level to 35 percent, we would
reduce global greenhouse gas emissions
by an amount equal to the average
emissions from 4.6 million households.
There is real savings still available to
us.

We also have a growing problem with
electronic material waste. We only
have 1 percent of the 130 million phones
currently owned by consumers recy-
cled. We’re going to do something
about that. I can report in Seattle, at
America Recycles Day, Dell, Microsoft
and InTechra will raise awareness for
recycling of electronics at Safeco
Field, home of the Seattle Mariners.

Here on Capitol Hill, the Office of
Greening has helped promote the House
America Recycling Day. So passage of
this bill will certainly support these
ongoing efforts. We need to build on
them.

It’s time for Congress to recognize
this important day. I urge my col-
leagues to support this bill and find
something to recycle, and recycle it.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self 3 minutes.

Again, I want to thank Mr. INSLEE,
Mr. SHAYS, Mr. WYNN, Mr. BARTON, Mr.
DINGELL as well.

Recycling is an important environ-
mental concept that predates, by dec-
ades, the first Earth Day and talk of
global climate change. In fact, accord-
ing to the National Recycling Coali-
tion, before the 1920s, 70 percent of U.S.
cities ran programs to recycle certain
materials. And during World War II, 60
years ago, American industry reused
and recycled 25 percent of the waste
system. Today we’re recycling and
reusing about 33 percent of our Na-
tion’s waste.

Moreover, the need for serious recy-
cling takes on an added dimension
when one considers the state of Amer-
ica’s landfill capacity. According to
the EPA, since 1980 the total annual
generation of municipal solid waste,
otherwise known as regular household
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trash, has increased by more than 60
percent to its 2005 level of nearly 246
million tons every year.

And further, according to the EPA,
over the last 15 years, 9 percent less, or
about 9 million tons, of household gar-
bage is going to our Nation’s landfills.
That means that the increased recy-
cling efforts must step in to bridge the
gap.

And while many folks may think
that promoting recycling is confined
just to picking up a newspaper printed
on recycled papers, or buying a soft
drink or beer in a recycled bottle, our
domestic recycling industry is even
more sophisticated and diverse than
those perceptions. I've seen it firsthand
in my district. In fact, domestic paper
recycling helps create everything from
cereal boxes, Kelloggs in Michigan, to
furniture, recycled plastic soda bottles
yield fibers that produce T-shirts, recy-
cled carpet forms the basic fill for ski
jackets. Recycling is not just a good
environmental practice; it’s also a
great way to help grow our economy.

So, Mr. Speaker, this resolution is
simply not just a remind of the virtue
of a good stewardship. It’s also a
charge to every one of us that taking
time to recycle does indeed make a dif-
ference for the world. And I would urge
that my colleagues support this resolu-
tion encouraging every American to
participate in promoting the social, en-
vironmental, and economic benefits of
recycling and buying recycled-content
products.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. WYNN. Mr. Speaker, I don’t be-
lieve I have any further speakers, and
we do have the right to close.

Mr. UPTON. I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. WYNN. Mr. Speaker, in closing, I
would only say that I think we have at
force a very important, a very prac-
tical, and a very creative bill encour-
aging all Americans to participate in
recycling. This is a wonderful bipar-
tisan opportunity for all of us to do
something good for the environment. I
urge the adoption of the resolution.

Mr. WYNN. I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
WYNN) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 122, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution, as amended, was
agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

MERCURY EXPORT BAN ACT OF
2007

Mr. WYNN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1534) to prohibit the sale, dis-
tribution, or transfer of mercury, to
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prohibit the export of mercury, and for
other purposes, as amended.
The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The text of the bill is as follows:
H.R. 1534

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ““Mercury Export
Ban Act of 2007”°.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds that—

(1) mercury is highly toxic to humans, eco-
systems, and wildlife;

(2) as many as 10 percent of women in the
United States of childbearing age have mercury
in the blood at a level that could put a baby at
risk;

(3) as many as 630,000 children born annually
in the United States are at risk of neurological
problems related to mercury;

(4) the most significant source of mercury ex-
posure to people in the United States is inges-
tion of mercury-contaminated fish;

(5) the Environmental Protection Agency re-
ports that, as of 2004—

(A) 44 States have fish advisories covering
over 13,000,000 lake acres and over 750,000 river
miles;

(B) in 21 States the freshwater advisories are
statewide; and

(C) in 12 States the coastal advisories are
statewide;

(6) the long-term solution to mercury pollution
is to minimize global mercury use and releases to
eventually achieve reduced contamination levels
in the environment, rather than reducing fish
consumption since uncontaminated fish rep-
resents a critical and healthy source of nutri-
tion worldwide;

(7) mercury pollution is a transboundary pol-
lutant, depositing locally, regionally, and glob-
ally, and affecting water bodies near industrial
sources (including the Great Lakes) and remote
areas (including the Arctic Circle);

(8) the free trade of elemental mercury on the
world market, at relatively low prices and in
ready supply, encourages the continued use of
elemental mercury outside of the United States,
often involving highly dispersive activities such
as artisanal gold mining;

(9) the intentional use of mercury is declining
in the United States as a consequence of process
changes to manufactured products (including
batteries, paints, switches, and measuring de-
vices), but those uses remain substantial in the
developing world where releases from the prod-
ucts are extremely likely due to the limited pol-
lution control and waste management infra-
structures in those countries;

(10) the member countries of the European
Union collectively are the largest source of ele-
mental mercury exports globally;

(11) the European Commission has proposed to
the European Parliament and to the Council of
the European Union a regulation to ban exports
of elemental mercury from the European Union
by 2011;

(12) the United States is a net exporter of ele-
mental mercury and, according to the United
States Geological Survey, exported 506 metric
tons of elemental mercury more than the United
States imported during the period of 2000
through 2004; and

(13) banning exports of elemental mercury
from the United States will have a notable effect
on the market availability of elemental mercury
and switching to affordable mercury alter-
natives in the developing world.

SEC. 3. PROHIBITION ON SALE, DISTRIBUTION,
OR TRANSFER OF ELEMENTAL MER-
CURY.

Section 6 of the Toxic Substances Control Act
(15 U.S.C. 2605) is amended by adding at the end
the following:
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“(f) MERCURY.—

““(1) PROHIBITION ON SALE, DISTRIBUTION, OR
TRANSFER OF ELEMENTAL MERCURY BY FEDERAL
AGENCIES.—Except as provided in paragraph (2),
effective beginning on the date of enactment of
this subsection, no Federal agency shall convey,
sell, or distribute to any other Federal agency,
any State or local governmment agency, or any
private individual or entity any elemental mer-
cury under the control or jurisdiction of the
Federal agency.

‘““(2) EXCEPTION.—Paragraph (1) shall not
apply to a transfer between Federal agencies of
elemental mercury for the sole purpose of facili-
tating storage of mercury to carry out this
Act.”.

SEC. 4. PROHIBITION ON EXPORT OF ELEMENTAL
MERCURY.

Section 12 of the Toxic Substances Control Act
(15 U.S.C. 2611) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a) by striking ‘‘subsection
(b)”’ and inserting ‘‘subsections (b) and (c)’’;
and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

““(c) PROHIBITION ON EXPORT OF ELEMENTAL
MERCURY.—

‘“(1) PROHIBITION.—Effective January 1, 2010,
the export of elemental mercury from the United
States is prohibited.

““(2) INAPPLICABILITY OF SUBSECTION (a).—
Subsection (a) shall not apply to this subsection.

““(3) REPORT TO CONGRESS ON MERCURY COM-
POUNDS.—

‘““(A) REPORT.—Not later than one year after
the date of enactment of the Mercury Ezxport
Ban Act of 2007, the Administrator shall publish
and submit to Congress a report on mercuric
chloride, mercurous chloride or calomel, mer-
curic oxide, and other mercury compounds, if
any, that may currently be used in significant
quantities in products or processes. Such report
shall include an analysis of—

‘(i) the sources and amounts of each of the
mercury compounds imported into the United
States or manufactured in the United States an-
nually;

‘““(ii) the purposes for which each of these
compounds are used domestically, the amount of
these compounds currently consumed annually
for each purpose, and the estimated amounts to
be consumed for each purpose in 2010 and be-
yond;

‘“(iii) the sources and amounts of each mer-
cury compound exported from the United States
annually in each of the last three years;

“(iv) the potential for these compounds to be
processed into elemental mercury after export
from the United States; and

““(v) other relevant information that Congress
should consider in determining whether to ex-
tend the export prohibition to include one or
more of these mercury compounds.

‘‘(B) PROCEDURE.—For the purpose of pre-
paring the report under this paragraph, the Ad-
ministrator may utilize the information gath-
ering authorities of this title, including sections
10 and 11.

““(4) ESSENTIAL USE EXEMPTION.—(A) Any per-
son residing in the United States may petition
the Administrator for an exemption from the
prohibition in paragraph (1), and the Adminis-
trator may grant by rule, after notice and op-
portunity for comment, an exemption for a spec-
ified use at an identified foreign facility if the
Administrator finds that—

“(i) nonmercury alternatives for the specified
use are not available in the country where the
facility is located;

““(ii) there is no other source of elemental mer-
cury available from domestic supplies (not in-
cluding mew mercury mines) in the country
where the elemental mercury will be used;

‘“(iii) the country where the elemental mer-
cury will be used certifies its support for the ex-
emption;

“(iv) the export will be conducted in such a
manner as to ensure the elemental mercury will
be used at the identified facility as described in
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the petition, and not otherwise diverted for
other uses for any reason;

“(v) the elemental mercury will be used in a
manner that will protect human health and the
environment, taking into account local, re-
gional, and global human health and environ-
mental impacts;

“(vi) the elemental mercury will be handled
and managed in a manner that will protect
human health and the environment, taking into
account local, regional, and global human
health and environmental impacts; and

“‘(vii) the export of elemental mercury for the
specified use is consistent with international ob-
ligations of the United States intended to reduce
global mercury supply, use, and pollution.

‘“(B) Each exemption issued by the Adminis-
trator pursuant to this paragraph shall contain
such terms and conditions as are necessary to
minimize the export of elemental mercury and
ensure that the conditions for granting the ex-
emption will be fully met, and shall contain
such other terms and conditions as the Adminis-
trator may prescribe. No exemption granted pur-
suant to this paragraph shall exceed three years
in duration and no such exemption shall exceed
10 metric tons of elemental mercury.

“(C) The Administrator may by order suspend
or cancel an exemption under this paragraph in
the case of a violation described in subpara-
graph (D).

“(D) A wviolation of this subsection or the
terms and conditions of an exemption, or the
submission of false information in connection
therewith, shall be considered a prohibited act
under section 15, and shall be subject to pen-
alties under section 16, injunctive relief under
section 17, and citicen suits under section 20.

““(5) CONSISTENCY WITH TRADE OBLIGATIONS.—
Nothing in this subsection affects, replaces, or
amends prior law relating to the need for con-
sistency with international trade obligations.

““(6) EXPORT OF COAL.—Nothing in this sub-
section shall be construed to prohibit the export
of coal.”.

SEC. 5. LONG-TERM STORAGE.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF PROGRAM.—Not later
than January 1, 2010, the Secretary of Energy
(in this section referred to as the ‘‘Secretary’’)
shall accept custody, for the purpose of long-
term management and storage, of elemental mer-
cury generated within the United States and de-
livered to a facility of the Department of Energy
designated by the Secretary.

(b) FEES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—After consultation with per-
sons who are likely to deliver elemental mercury
to a designated facility for long-term manage-
ment and storage under the program prescribed
in subsection (a), and with other interested per-
sons, the Secretary shall assess and collect a fee
at the time of delivery for providing such man-
agement and storage, based on the pro rata cost
of long-term management and storage of ele-
mental mercury delivered to the facility. The
amount of such fees—

(A) shall be made publically available not
later than October 1, 2009;

(B) may be adjusted annually; and

(C) shall be set in an amount sufficient to
cover the costs described in paragraph (2).

(2) CosTs.—The costs referred to in paragraph
(1)(C) are the costs to the Department of Energy
of providing such management and storage, in-
cluding facility operation and maintenance, se-
curity, monitoring, reporting, personnel, admin-
istration, inspections, training, fire suppression,
closure, and other costs required for compliance
with applicable law. Such costs shall not in-
clude costs associated with land acquisition or
permitting of a designated facility under the
Solid Waste Disposal Act or other applicable
law. Building design and building construction
costs shall only be included to the extent that
the Secretary finds that the management and
storage of elemental mercury accepted under the
program under this section cannot be accom-
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plished without construction of a new building
or buildings.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 60 days after the
end of each Federal fiscal year, the Secretary
shall transmit to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce of the House of Representatives and
the Committee on Environment and Public
Works of the Senate a report on all of the costs
incurred in the previous fiscal year associated
with the long-term management and storage of
elemental mercury. Such report shall set forth
separately the costs associated with activities
taken under this section.

(d) MANAGEMENT STANDARDS FOR A FACIL-
ITY.—

(1) GUIDANCE.—Not later than October 1, 2009,
the Secretary, after consultation with the Ad-
ministrator of the Environmental Protection
Agency and all appropriate State agencies in af-
fected States, shall make available, including to
potential users of the long-term management
and storage program established under sub-
section (a), guidance that establishes procedures
and standards for the receipt, management, and
long-term storage of elemental mercury at a des-
ignated facility or facilities, including require-
ments to ensure appropriate use of flasks or
other suitable shipping containers. Such proce-
dures and standards shall be protective of
human health and the environment and shall
ensure that the elemental mercury is stored in a
safe, secure, and effective manner. In addition
to such procedures and standards, elemental
mercury managed and stored under this section
at a designated facility shall be subject to the
requirements of the Solid Waste Disposal Act,
including the requirements of subtitle C of that
Act, except as provided in subsection (g)(2) of
this section. A designated facility in existence
on or before January 1, 2010, is authorized to
operate under interim status pursuant to section
3005(e) of the Solid Waste Disposal Act until a
final decision on a permit application is made
pursuant to section 3005(c) of the Solid Waste
Disposal Act. Not later than January 1, 2012,
the Administrator of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (or an authorized State) shall issue
a final decision on the permit application.

(2) TRAINING.—The Secretary shall conduct
operational training and emergency training for
all staff that have responsibilities related to ele-
mental mercury management, transfer, storage,
monitoring, or response.

(3) EQUIPMENT.—The Secretary shall ensure
that each designated facility has all equipment
necessary for routine operations, emergencies,
monitoring, checking inventory, loading, and
storing elemental mercury at the facility.

(4) FIRE DETECTION AND SUPPRESSION SYS-
TEMS.—The Secretary shall—

(A) ensure the installation of fire detection
systems at each designated facility, including
smoke detectors and heat detectors; and

(B) ensure the installation of a permanent fire
suppression system, unless the Secretary deter-
mines that a permanent fire suppression system
is mot necessary to protect human health and
the environment.

(e) INDEMNIFICATION OF PERSONS DELIVERING
ELEMENTAL MERCURY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—(A) Ezxcept as provided in
subparagraph (B) and subject to paragraph (2),
the Secretary shall hold harmless, defend, and
indemnify in full any person who delivers ele-
mental mercury to a designated facility under
the program established under subsection (a)
from and against any suit, claim, demand or ac-
tion, liability, judgment, cost, or other fee aris-
ing out of any claim for personal injury or prop-
erty damage (including death, illness, or loss of
or damage to property or economic loss) that re-
sults from, or is in any manner predicated upon,
the release or threatened release of elemental
mercury as a result of acts or omissions occur-
ring after such mercury is delivered to a des-
ignated facility described in subsection (a).
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(B) To the extent that a person described in
subparagraph (A) contributed to any such re-
lease or threatened release, subparagraph (A)
shall not apply.

(2) CONDITIONS.—No indemnification may be
afforded under this subsection unless the person
seeking indemnification—

(A) notifies the Secretary in writing within 30
days after receiving written notice of the claim
for which indemnification is sought;

(B) furnishes to the Secretary copies of perti-
nent papers the person receives;

(C) furnishes evidence or proof of any claim,
loss, or damage covered by this subsection; and

(D) provides, upon request by the Secretary,
access to the records and personnel of the per-
son for purposes of defending or settling the
claim or action.

(3) AUTHORITY OF SECRETARY.—(A4) In any
case in which the Secretary determines that the
Department of Energy may be required to make
indemnification payments to a person under this
subsection for any suit, claim, demand or ac-
tion, liability, judgment, cost, or other fee aris-
ing out of any claim for personal injury or prop-
erty damage referred to in paragraph (1)(A), the
Secretary may settle or defend, on behalf of that
person, the claim for personal injury or property
damage.

(B) In any case described in subparagraph
(4), if the person to whom the Department of
Energy may be required to make indemnification
payments does not allow the Secretary to settle
or defend the claim, the person may not be af-
forded indemnification with respect to that
claim under this subsection.

(f) TERMS, CONDITIONS, AND PROCEDURES.—
The Secretary is authorized to establish such
terms, conditions, and procedures as are mec-
essary to carry out this section.

(9) EFFECT ON OTHER LAW.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in para-
graph (2), nothing in this section changes or af-
fects any Federal, State, or local law or the obli-
gation of any person to comply with such law.

(2) EXCEPTION.—(A) Elemental mercury that
the Secretary is storing on a long-term basis
shall not be subject to the storage prohibition of
section 3004(j) of the Solid Waste Disposal Act
(42 U.S.C. 6924(j)). For the purposes of section
3004(5) of the Solid Waste Disposal Act, a gener-
ator accumulating elemental mercury destined
for a facility designated by the Secretary under
subsection (a) for 90 days or less shall be deemed
to be accumulating the mercury to facilitate
proper treatment, recovery, or disposal.

(B) Elemental mercury that is stored at a fa-
cility with respect to which a permit has been
issued under section 3005(c) of the Solid Waste
Disposal Act (42 U.S.C. 6925(c)) shall not be sub-
ject to the storage prohibition of section 3004(j)
of the Solid Waste Disposal Act (42 U.S.C.
6924(7)) if—

(i) the Secretary is unable to accept the mer-
cury at a facility designated by the Secretary
under subsection (a) for reasons beyond the con-
trol of the owner or operator of the permitted fa-
cility;

(i1) the owner or operator of the permitted fa-
cility certifies in writing to the Secretary that it
will ship the mercury to the designated facility
when the Secretary is able to accept the mer-
cury; and

(iii) the owner or operator of the permitted fa-

cility certifies in writing to the Secretary that it
will not sell, or otherwise place into commerce,
the mercury.
This subparagraph shall not apply to mercury
with respect to which the owner or operator of
the permitted facility fails to comply with a cer-
tification provided under clause (ii) or (iii).

(h) STUDY.—Not later than July 1, 2011, the
Secretary shall transmit to the Congress the re-
sults of a study, conducted in consultation with
the Administrator of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, that—

(1) determines the impact of the long-term
storage program under this section on mercury
recycling; and
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(2) includes proposals, if necessary, to miti-
gate any negative impact identified under para-
graph (1).

SEC. 6. REPORT TO CONGRESS.

At least 3 years after the effective date of the
prohibition on export of elemental mercury
under section 12(c) of the Toxic Substances Con-
trol Act (15 U.S.C. 2611(c)), as added by section
4 of this Act, but not later than January 1, 2014,
the Administrator of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency shall transmit to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Environment
and Public Works of the Senate a report on the
global supply and trade of elemental mercury,
including but not limited to the amount of ele-
mental mercury traded globally that originates
from primary mining, where such primary min-
ing is conducted, and whether additional pri-
mary mining has occurred as a consequence of
this Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. WYNN) and the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. UPTON)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Maryland.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WYNN. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the bill under con-
sideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.

Mr. WYNN. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of H.R. 15634, the Mercury Export Ban
Act of 2007. The bill will place an ex-
port ban on elemental mercury begin-
ning in the year 2010; prevent Federal
agencies from selling, distributing or
transferring elemental mercury, except
for its transfer between Federal agen-
cies to facilitate storage; and it will
create a long-term storage option for
private sources of elemental mercury
at a facility to be designated by the
Secretary of Energy. The location of
the designated facility where the ele-
mental mercury will be stored is with-
in the sole discretion of the Secretary
of Energy. The bill does not designate
a facility location.

Let me begin by congratulating Mr.
ALLEN of Maine, the sponsor of this
bill, along with Mr. SHIMKUS, the rank-
ing member of the Subcommittee on
Environmental and Hazardous Mate-
rials, for their hard work in developing
this bipartisan legislation which has
attained endorsement from the envi-
ronmental community, the mining in-
dustry, the chemical industry, as well
as the States.

Mercury is a potent neurotoxin that
is harmful even at low exposure levels.
It disrupts biological processes critical
for brain development in developing
fetuses and young children.

Mercury emissions can be trans-
ported over long distances and remain
airborne for more than a year. These
emissions deposit into water bodies
where they are transformed into
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methylmercury that accumulates in
fish and subsequently in humans who
eat mercury-contaminated fish. Forty-
eight States, including my own State
of Maryland, have issued fish
advisories warning residents to limit
consumption of mercury-contaminated
fish.

Currently, excess elemental mercury
is exported from developed countries to
developing countries where it is used in
artisanal and small-scale gold mining,
mainly in Africa, Asia, and Latin
America. This rudimentary mining
process releases most of the mercury
into the environment, creating thou-
sands of polluted sites and exposing
miners and nearby residents to toxic
fumes that can cause neurological
damage. Data from the EPA and other
research groups indicate that 60 to over
70 percent of all mercury deposited in
the United States comes from global
sources.

The United States has an excess sup-
ply of elemental mercury that will
only increase in future years as the de-
mand for mercury-containing products
continues to decline. As of 2010, there
are expected to be only four chlor-al-
kali plants using mercury cell tech-
nology in the United States. The de-
commissioning of these plants would
result in an estimated surplus of 1,200
to 1,500 metric tons of elemental mer-
cury.

The Department of Defense and the
Department of Energy combined are
storing close to 6,000 metric tons of ele-
mental mercury and are not selling it
on the open market because of the
EPA’s concerns about the impacts of
mercury releases on human health and
the environment.

This legislation is necessary because
the elemental mercury that we export
overseas returns to our country in the
atmosphere as toxic pollution contami-
nating our air, soil and water and fish,
demonstrating the fact that pollution
knows no borders.

I urge my colleagues to support pas-
sage of this very important and bipar-
tisan bill.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I want to thank, in particular, Mr.
ALLEN, Mr. SHIMKUS, Mr. DINGELL, Mr.
BARTON, obviously Mr. WYNN for help-
ing to manage this bill this afternoon.
You know, this bill culminates an
agreement that took many weeks of
talks between the majority and minor-
ity members and their staffs. I want to
thank all of the stakeholders that were
involved in those discussions. Signifi-
cant improvements clearly were made
as that legislation moved through our
committee, Energy and Commerce, as
it winds its way to the floor this after-
noon.

The bill tackled the serious concern
that elemental mercury pollution in
other countries will eventually convert
to methylmercury pollution in the
United States. Methylmercury is the
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most potent form of mercury poi-
soning, and a serious, very serious
neurotoxin.

And, obviously, as Mr. WYNN indi-
cated, this bans the export of such mer-
cury, elemental mercury in the year
2010.

This legislation directs the Depart-
ment of Energy, which has experience
storing elemental mercury, to set up a
domestic storage option.
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The legislation does not preclude any
private storage solutions from occur-
ring. Private entities wishing to take
advantage of the DOE-sponsored stor-
age option must pay the Department of
Energy for that privilege, but in return
they are indemnified against any envi-
ronmental damage that is caused once
DOE takes possession of that mercury.

The bill only covers elemental mer-
cury. It does not cover coal exports. It
is not intended to cover fly ash ex-
ports, from coal combustion, or small
amounts of mercury in manufactured
consumer products.

The bill requires that EPA monitor
the global implications of a U.S. export
ban on elemental mercury. EPA is also
required to report back to the Congress
on any negative consequences caused
by that export ban.

The legislation permits EPA to grant
targeted, temporary waivers for indi-
vidual shipments of elemental mercury
to other countries. And I would note
that groups that are supporting this
bill include the American Chemistry
Council; the National Mining Associa-
tion; the Chlorine Institute; the Envi-
ronmental Council of the States; and
the NRDC, the Natural Resources De-
fense Council.

Again, I compliment all those Mem-
bers and staff that worked so hard to
make this truly a bipartisan bill. I
would like to think that we can pass
this with unanimous support this after-
noon.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time

Mr. WYNN. Mr. Speaker, at this time
it gives me great pleasure to yield such
time as he may consume to the distin-
guished gentleman from Maine (Mr.
ALLEN) who is the sponsor of this legis-
lation and who has done a wonderful
job in moving this bill forward and
working on a bipartisan basis.

Mr. ALLEN. I thank the gentleman
for yielding and thank him for his out-
standing work on this piece of legisla-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of my
legislation, H.R. 1534, the Mercury Ex-
port Ban Act. I want to thank not just
Mr. WYNN but Mr. DINGELL, Mr.
SHIMKUS, and Mr. BARTON, all of those
who have worked so hard on this par-
ticular legislation.

It is a well-established fact that mer-
cury is a powerful neurotoxin harmful
at even low exposure levels. Mercury is
harmful whether it is inhaled, ingested,
or absorbed through the skin. Once ex-
posed to water, elemental mercury is
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transformed to methylmercury, which
is highly toxic and which has a tend-
ency to bio-accumulate in both fish
and the humans who eat the fish. Very
young children with developing nerv-
ous systems are particularly at risk. In
addition, pregnant mothers who are ex-
posed to mercury pollution can trans-
mit mercury to their unborn children,
increasing the chances of miscarriage
and birth defects. Mercury can also be
found in high concentrations in moth-
ers’ breast milk.

My bill seeks to combat a large
source of mercury pollution worldwide:
namely, the export of elemental mer-
cury from the United States to devel-
oping countries. This mercury is used
largely for artesinal mining. Exposure
occurs when miners handle the mer-
cury. It enters the water when miners
pan for gold, and it enters the air
through the smelting process which
emits mercury vapor.

According to the U.N. Environmental
Programme, approximately 15 million
people worldwide, including 4.5 million
women and 1 million children, engage
in artesinal mining with mercury, ex-
posing them to the poisons that mer-
cury produces. Some of this mercury is
exported from the United States. That
should be unacceptable to us as a Na-
tion.

Further, the export of mercury for
artesinal mining harms Americans who
are exposed through the global air
transport of mercury pollution or
through the consumption of mercury-
contaminated fish. Scientists have es-
timated that up to one-third of U.S.
mercury air pollution has traveled to
the U.S. from Asia, where mercury pol-
lution is extensive, including from
mercury exported for artesinal mining.
Much of the fish that we eat, including
tuna, is imported from off the coast of
Asian and South American countries
where the use of mercury in artesinal
mining is widespread.

The Departments of Defense and En-
ergy are the two largest holders of
mercury in the United States. The EPA
has urged DOE and DOD not to sell its
mercury stockpiles due to the serious
human health and environmental risks
associated with mercury. DOD and
DOE have agreed. However, that ban is
not in law, which is why my bill pro-
hibits the Federal Government from
exporting mercury. In addition, private
companies may still export this poi-
sonous and hazardous material, which
is why my legislation is necessary.

Together with my friend Mr. SHIMKUS
at the full committee markup, I offered
an amendment to create a long-term
mercury storage repository. This
amendment was the result of a stake-
holder process over the last several
months to develop a consensus product.
Stakeholders included NRDC, the Envi-
ronmental Council of the States, the
American Chemistry Council, the Chlo-
rine Institute, and the National Mining
Association, all of whom have endorsed
this amendment.
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Mr. Speaker, I will place in the
RECORD a letter from these groups in
support of this legislation.

NOVEMBER 8, 2007.
Re: H.R. 1534.

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE: H.R. 1534, the
“Mercury Export Ban Act of 2007, which
bans the export of surplus elemental mer-
cury into global commerce, was reported out
of the House Energy & Commerce Committee
on October 30, 2007, by an overwhelmingly bi-
partisan vote of 45-2. The undersigned orga-
nizations support this negotiated version of
H.R. 1534 and urge its passage under Suspen-
sion of the Rules.

Collectively, our organizations negotiated
in good faith to produce the bill as reported,
which addresses our individual concerns, ad-
vances our shared objective of reducing glob-
al mercury pollution, and reflects good pub-
lic policy.

Specifically, the Committee-reported
version of H.R. 1534 establishes a practical
and workable domestic framework for se-
questering the elemental mercury prohibited
from export under the legislation. To de-
velop this framework, our organizations
worked diligently and collectively to reach
consensus, each of us agreeing not to raise
related mercury matters which may have
prevented a successful outcome. Therefore,
we hope the full House of Representatives
will acknowledge the compromises made and
approve H.R. 1534 without further changes.

In closing, the undersigned organizations
urge your “YES’ vote on H.R. 15634 in the
coming days.

Sincerely,
FRANCES G. BEINECKE,

President, Natural Re-
sources Defense
Council.

JACK N. GERARD,

President & CEO,
American Chemistry
Council.

KRAIG R. NAASZ,

President & CEO, Na-
tional Mining Asso-
ciation.

R. STEVEN BROWN,

Ezxecutive Director,
Environmental
Council of States.

ARTHUR E. DUNGAN,

President, The Chlo-
rine Institute Inc.

The bill requires DOE to designate a
facility to accept mercury from private
sector sources, particularly the chlor-
alkali industry and the mining indus-
try, when the export ban in the under-
lying bill takes effect on January 1,
2010. The bill does not require that all
excess mercury be transferred to DOE;
rather, it gives the private sector the
option of placing mercury into storage
at DOE. If there is a more practical or
cost-effective private sector solution,
the affected industries are more than
welcome to pursue that option.

DOE will be allowed to charge a fee
to recoup the government’s cost of
storing this waste. As CBO has shown,
enactment of this bill will have no ef-
fect on the taxpayers. All applicable
and appropriate environmental laws
apply with respect to this facility.

The legislation will allow the chlor-
alkali industry to place into safe stor-
age the roughly 1,500 tons of mercury
still to be used at aging plants. It will
also allow the mining industry to store
the approximately 50 to 100 tons of
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mercury it generates annually as a by-
product of air filtration systems.

The process used to develop this leg-
islation can be a model. On a bipar-
tisan basis, we sat down together, we
worked out our differences, and
brought interested and affected parties
to the table to hammer out a com-
promise.

Again, I want to thank Chairman
WYNN, Chairman DINGELL, Ranking
Member BARTON, and Mr. SHIMKUS for
the work they have done on this legis-
lation. I also want to thank Dick
Frandsen, Caroline Ahearn, and Ann
Strickland from the majority staff, as
well as Dave McCarthy and Jerry Couri
from the minority staff, Jim Bradley
from my staff, and Mo Zilly on Mr.
SHIMKUS’ staff for their hard work as
well.

Mr. Speaker, this is good legislation,
and I urge all Members to support its
passage.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, at this
point, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. WAMP).

Mr. WAMP. I thank the gentleman
for yielding.

All T want to do is rise to raise some
concerns, because I think this is a case
where clearly these motives of this leg-
islation are meritorious, worthy. But
at the Commerce Committee, when
this bill was reported out, some con-
cerns were raised, and I want to reraise
those concerns on the floor of the
House today because I think every-
thing that has been said is accurate,
but I think the likely place that this
mercury is going to come is to my dis-
trict, Oak Ridge, Tennessee. Everybody
within DOE and the NNSA, the Na-
tional Nuclear Security Administra-
tion, expects this mercury to come to
the Y-12 National Security Complex.

We are in the middle of moderniza-
tion, sweeping modernization, new fa-
cilities, because we are the Fort Knox
for highly enriched uranium for our
country, and we basically received a
mandate from the Congress to more
properly secure this material. We've
got a new design basis threat. We have
new security challenges. This is about
a $42 million price tag. I understand
there are ways to pay for it, but it’s
going to go somewhere, and when you
push on one side of the balloon, out
pops the other. We just want to raise
the concern because probably no place
in America wants to be the place that
this mercury comes to.

You’ve raised the concerns about
mercury. We can safely store it and we
do. We have got an excellent record and
reputation. But we want to make sure
that this is done properly. And I am
not going to speak in opposition to the
legislation because I think that the
merits of the legislation are justified,
but I am raising these concerns be-
cause we need to address this.

The administration has issued a SAP,
Statement of Administration Policy,
today against this bill. So we need to
solve some of these problems as we go
forward.
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With that I applaud your efforts, the
work that you’ve done, raise these con-
cerns because we are probably going to
end up with this stuff, and I thank you
for your work. And with that, I am not
going to object; I am just going to raise
these concerns.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker,
back the balance of my time.

Mr. WYNN. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self 1 minute.

I only want to indicate that we are
sensitive to the concerns that have
been raised, but I do want to clarify
that the bill does not specify any par-
ticular location, and DOE certainly
would be in a position to take into con-
sideration any concerns with regard to
where the mercury is ultimately
stored.

But the point is we do need to make
sure that we do not continue exporting
this mercury which then comes back to
our own shores.

I would conclude by saying that I
would like to thank Mr. ALLEN again
for his leadership and thank our com-
mittee chairman, Mr. DINGELL, as well
as our ranking member, Mr. BARTON. I
would like to thank Mr. UPTON for his
kind words in support of this bipar-
tisan legislation. I would like to recog-
nize the contribution of Mr. SHIMKUS in
working with us and also the role of
the stakeholders in bringing together a
bipartisan bill that works across the
spectrum, both the environmental
community and the business commu-
nity, to give us a bill that I think we
can all be proud of.

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | thank
the gentleman from lllinois for giving me a few
moments to speak on this bill.

| want to congratulate the sponsor of this
bill, as well as the Chairman and Ranking
Member of the Subcommittee on Environment
and Hazardous Materials on coming to agree-
ment on this legislation. Their consensus work
is the culmination of 6 weeks of talks among
majority and minority Members and staff as
well as affected private stakeholders. Signifi-
cant improvements have been made that
make this legislation workable from a realistic
and practical standpoint. | support these
changes and urge my colleagues to do so as
well.

A hearing before the Subcommittee on Envi-
ronment and Hazardous Materials made clear
the serious domestic health concerns that ele-
mental mercury pollution presents when it is
mishandled in other, less developed countries.
Specifically, this form of mercury converts into
neuro-toxic, methyl-mercury that comes back
to the United States in the form of tainted fish
and polluted air.

This legislation attempts to break this global
transport cycle by banning the export of ele-
mental mercury in 2010. It does not cover coal
exports and is not intended to cover fly ash
exports from coal combustion, or elemental
mercury in manufactured consumer products.

This bill also, importantly, assures that do-
mestic stocks of elemental mercury—which
currently are a valuable commodity—have
some place to safely go. Under the consensus
language we are considering, the Department
of Energy—which has experience storing ele-
mental mercury—is directed to set up a do-

I yield
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mestic storage option that will open when the
ban commences. Further, the legislation does
not preclude private storage solutions. | am
glad that this bill allows enterprising folks to
facilitate good environmental policy.

In addition, | am pleased this bill recognizes
that we should not punish people who do the
right thing. Under the legislation we are con-
sidering today, private entities wishing to take
advantage of the DOE-sponsored storage op-
tion must pay DOE for the privilege, but in re-
turn are indemnified against any environ-
mental damage that is caused once DOE
takes possession of the elemental mercury.
This is common sense policy and a key fea-
ture of ensuring that the proper handling and
safe long-term storage of elemental mercury
occur.

Mr. Speaker, | am pleased that the Energy
and Commerce Committee has produced an-
other example of compromise, bipartisan legis-
lation. It represents serious give and take by
all parties. | hope that efforts like this will con-
tinue to be more the norm than the exception
throughout this Congress.

| urge all my colleagues to support H.R.
1534.

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in support of H.R. 1534, the Mer-
cury Export Ban of 2007. This bill is a bipar-
tisan effort that will effectively reduce the
amount of elemental mercury in the atmos-
phere.

Mercury is a neurotoxin that is very harmful
to children, fetuses, and pregnant women. It
took us many years to realize there are nega-
tive health effects associated with mercury.
Once the true health effects of mercury were
realized in the US its use for manufacturing
and products was decreased.

The decrease in the use of mercury has left
us burdened with reserves of commercial mer-
cury that is being sold to recyclers who have
no means of disposing of the mercury. The re-
cyclers sell this mercury to brokers who dis-
tribute this mercury on the global market.

Once on the global market this mercury is
used by small scale gold miners who unknow-
ingly allow their miners to unsafely expose
themselves to mercury.

Once the mercury is released into the at-
mosphere or water we are allowing other
countries to contribute to a global mercury
contamination problem.

We essentially are selling mercury to other
countries in an attempt to get rid of it only to
have the mercury come back to us in the form
of contamination.

This bill would ban exporting elemental mer-
cury by 2010 and the sale, distribution, or
transfer of elemental mercury between state
and local government, Federal agency, or pri-
vate entity except for storage purposes.

It would also require the EPA issue a report
to Congress one year after the ban to address
the issue of mercury in the U.S. and create an
Excess Mercury Storage Committee so that
we can address the storage and health issues
related to elemental mercury in the U.S.

This is a good bill and | strongly urge my
colleagues to support it.

Mr. WYNN. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
WYNN) that the House suspend the
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rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1534, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

The title was amended so as to read:
““A bill to prohibit certain sales, dis-
tributions, and transfers of elemental
mercury, to prohibit the export of ele-
mental mercury, and for other pur-
poses.”.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

911 MODERNIZATION AND PUBLIC
SAFETY ACT OF 2007

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3403) to promote and enhance
public safety by facilitating the rapid
deployment of IP-enabled 911 and E-911
services, encouraging the nation’s
transition to a national IP-enabled
emergency network and improve 911
and E-911 access to those with disabil-
ities, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3403

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘911 Mod-
ernization and Public Safety Act of 2007"’.
TITLE I—911 SERVICES AND IP-ENABLED

VOICE SERVICE PROVIDERS
SEC. 101. DUTY TO PROVIDE 911 AND E-911 SERV-
ICE.

The Wireless Communications and Public
Safety Act of 1999 is amended—

(1) by redesignating section 6 (47 U.S.C.
615b) as section 7;

(2) by inserting after section 5 the fol-
lowing new section:

“SEC. 6. DUTY TO PROVIDE 911 AND E-911 SERV-
ICE.

‘“(a) DUTIES.—It shall be the duty of each
IP-enabled voice service provider to provide
911 service and E-911 service to its sub-
scribers in accordance with the requirements
of the Federal Communications Commission
(in this section referred to as the ‘Commis-
sion’), as in effect on the date of enactment
of the 911 Modernization and Public Safety
Act of 2007 and as such requirements may be
modified by the Commission from time to
time.

“(b) PARITY FOR IP-ENABLED VOICE SERVICE
PROVIDERS.—An IP-enabled voice service
provider that seeks capabilities from an en-
tity with ownership or control over such ca-
pabilities to comply with its obligations
under subsection (a) shall, for the exclusive
purpose of complying with such obligations,
have the same rights, including rights of
interconnection, and on the same rates,
terms, and conditions, as apply to a provider
of commercial mobile service (as such term
is defined in section 332(d) of the Commu-
nications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 332(d))), sub-
ject to such regulations as the Commission
prescribes under subsection (c).

‘“(¢c) REGULATIONS.—The Commission—

‘(1) within 90 days after the date of enact-
ment of the 911 Modernization and Public
Safety Act of 2007, shall issue regulations
implementing such Act, including regula-
tions that—

‘“(A) ensure that IP-enabled voice service
providers have the ability to exercise their
rights under subsection (b);
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‘(B) take into account any technical, net-
work security, or information privacy re-
quirements that are specific to IP-enabled
voice services; and

“(C) provide, with respect to any capabili-
ties that are not required to be made avail-
able to a commercial mobile service provider
but that the Commission determines under
subparagraph (B) of this paragraph or para-
graph (2) are necessary for an IP-enabled
voice service provider to comply with its ob-
ligations under subsection (a), that such ca-
pabilities shall be available at the same
rates, terms, and conditions as would apply
if such capabilities were made available to a
commercial mobile service provider; and

‘(2) may modify such regulations from
time to time, as necessitated by changes in
the market or technology, to ensure the abil-
ity of an IP-enabled voice service provider to
comply with its obligations under subsection
(a) and to exercise its rights under sub-
section (b).

‘(d) DELEGATION OF ENFORCEMENT TO
STATE COMMISSIONS.—The Commission may
delegate authority to enforce the regulations
issued under subsection (c) to State commis-
sions or other State agencies or programs
with jurisdiction over emergency commu-
nications. Nothing in this section is intended
to alter the authority of State commissions
or other State agencies with jurisdiction
over emergency communications, provided
that the exercise of such authority is not in-
consistent with Federal law or Commission
requirements.

‘“(e) IMPLEMENTATION.—

‘(1) LIMITATION.—Nothing in this section
shall be construed to permit the Commission
to issue regulations that require or impose a
specific technology or technology standard.

‘“(2) ENFORCEMENT.—The Commission shall
enforce this section as if this section was a
part of the Communications Act of 1934. For
purposes of this section, any violations of
this section, or any regulations promulgated
under this section, shall be considered to be
a violation of the Communications Act of
1934 or a regulation promulgated under that
Act, respectively.

“(f) STATE AUTHORITY OVER FEES.—

‘(1) AUTHORITY.—Nothing in this Act, the
Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 151 et
seq.), the 911 Modernization and Public Safe-
ty Act of 2007, or any Commission regulation
or order shall prevent the imposition and
collection of a fee or charge applicable to
commercial mobile services or IP-enabled
voice services specifically designated by a
State, political subdivision thereof, or In-
dian tribe for the support or implementation
of 911 or E-911 services, provided that the fee
or charge is obligated or expended only in
support of 911 and E-911 services, or enhance-
ments of such services, as specified in the
provision of State or local law adopting the
fee or charge. For each class of subscribers
to IP-enabled voice services, the fee or
charge may not exceed the amount of any
such fee or charge applicable to the same
class of subscribers to telecommunications
services.

‘(2) FEE ACCOUNTABILITY REPORT.—To en-
sure efficiency, transparency, and account-
ability in the collection and expenditure of
fees for the support or implementation of 911
or E-911 services, the Commission shall sub-
mit a report within 1 year after the date of
enactment of the 911 Modernization and Pub-
lic Safety Act of 2007, and annually there-
after, to the Committee on Commerce,
Science and Transportation of the Senate
and the Committee on Energy and Commerce
of the House of Representatives detailing the
status in each State of the collection and
distribution of 911 fees, and including find-
ings on the amount of revenues obligated or
expended by each State or political subdivi-
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sion thereof for any purpose other than the
purpose for which any fee or charges are pre-
sented.

¢(g) AVAILABILITY OF PSAP INFORMATION.—
The Commission may compile a list of public
safety answering point contact information,
contact information for providers of selec-
tive routers, testing procedures, classes and
types of services supported by public safety
answering points, and other information con-
cerning 911 elements, for the purpose of as-
sisting IP-enabled voice service providers in
complying with this section, and may make
any portion of such information available to
telecommunications carriers, wireless car-
riers, IP-enabled voice service providers,
other emergency service providers, or the
vendors to or agents of any such carriers or
providers, if such availability would improve
public safety.

“(h) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
the 911 Modernization and Public Safety Act
of 2007 shall be construed as altering, delay-
ing, or otherwise limiting the ability of the
Commission to enforce the rules adopted in
the Commission’s First Report and Order in
WC Docket Nos. 04-36 and 05-196, as in effect
on the date of enactment of the 911 Mod-
ernization and Public Safety Act of 2007, ex-
cept as such rules may be modified by the
Commission from time to time.”’; and

(3) in section 7 (as redesignated by para-
graph (1) of this section) by adding at the
end the following new paragraph:

‘“(8) IP-ENABLED VOICE SERVICE.—The term
‘IP-enabled voice service’ has the meaning
given the term ‘interconnected VoIP service’
by section 9.3 of the Federal Communica-

tions Commission’s regulations (47 CFR
9.3).”.
SEC. 102. MIGRATION TO IP-ENABLED EMER-

GENCY NETWORK.

Section 158 of the National Telecommuni-
cations and Information Administration Or-
ganization Act (47 U.S.C. 942) is amended—

(1) in subsection (b)(1), by inserting before
the period at the end the following: ‘‘and for
migration to an IP-enabled emergency net-
work’’;

(2) by redesignating subsections (d) and (e)
as subsections (e) and (f), respectively; and

(3) by inserting after subsection (c) the fol-
lowing new subsection:

““(d) MIGRATION PLAN REQUIRED.—

‘(1) NATIONAL PLAN REQUIRED.—NO more
than 270 days after the date of the enactment
of the 911 Modernization and Public Safety
Act of 2007, the Office shall develop and re-
port to Congress on a national plan for mi-
grating to a national IP-enabled emergency
network capable of receiving and responding
to all citizen-activated emergency commu-
nications and improving information sharing
among all emergency response entities.

‘(2) CONTENTS OF PLAN.—The plan required
by paragraph (1) shall—

“‘(A) outline the potential benefits of such
a migration;

‘(B) identify barriers that must be over-
come and funding mechanisms to address
those barriers;

“(C) include a proposed timetable, an out-
line of costs, and potential savings;

‘(D) provide specific legislative language,
if necessary, for achieving the plan;

‘“(E) provide recommendations on any leg-
islative changes, including updating defini-
tions, to facilitate a mnational IP-enabled
emergency network;

““(F') assess, collect, and analyze the experi-
ences of the public safety answering points
and related public safety authorities who are
conducting trial deployments of IP-enabled
emergency networks as of the date of enact-
ment of the 911 Modernization and Public
Safety Act of 2007;

‘“(G) identify solutions for providing 911
and E-911 access to those with disabilities



November 13, 2007

and needed steps to implement such solu-
tions, including a recommended timeline;
and

‘““(H) analyze efforts to provide automatic
location for E-911 purposes and recommenda-
tions on regulatory or legislative changes
that are necessary to achieve automatic lo-
cation for E-911 purposes.

‘“(3) CONSULTATION.—In developing the plan
required by paragraph (1), the Office shall
consult with representatives of the public
safety community, groups representing those
with disabilities, technology and tele-
communications providers, IP-enabled voice
service providers, Telecommunications
Relay Service providers, and other emer-
gency communications providers and others
it deems appropriate.”’.

SEC. 103. TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS.

Section 3011(b) of the Digital Television
Transition and Public Safety Act of 2005
(Public Law 109-171; 47 U.S.C. 309 note), and
section 158(b)(4) of the National Tele-
communications and Information Adminis-
tration Organization Act (47 U.S.C. 942(b)(4))
are each amended by striking ‘‘the 911 Mod-
ernization Act” and inserting ‘‘the 911 Mod-
ernization and Public Safety Act of 2007"’.

TITLE II—PARITY OF PROTECTION
SEC. 201. LIABILITY.

(a) AMENDMENTS.—Section 4 of the Wireless
Communications and Public Safety Act of
1999 (47 U.S.C. 615a) is amended—

(1) by striking “PARITY OF PROTECTION
FOR PROVISION OR USE OF WIRELESS
SERVICE” in the section heading and insert-
ing “SERVICE PROVIDER PARITY OF PRO-
TECTION"’;

(2) in subsection (a)—

(A) by striking ‘‘wireless carrier,” and in-
serting ‘‘wireless carrier, IP-enabled voice
service provider, or other emergency com-
munications provider,”’;

(B) by striking ‘‘its officers’ the first place
it appears and inserting ‘‘their officers’’;

(C) by striking ‘‘emergency calls or emer-
gency services” and inserting ‘‘emergency
calls, emergency services, or other emer-
gency communications services’’;

(3) in subsection (b)—

(A) by striking ‘‘using wireless 9-1-1 serv-
ice shall” and inserting ‘‘using wireless 9-1-
1 service, or making 9-1-1 communications
via IP-enabled voice service or other emer-
gency communications service, shall’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘that is not wireless’ and
inserting ‘‘that is not via wireless 9-1-1 serv-
ice, IP-enabled voice service, or other emer-
gency communications service’’; and

(4) in subsection (¢)—

(A) by striking ‘‘wireless 9-1-1 communica-
tions, a PSAP” and inserting ‘‘9-1-1 commu-
nications via wireless 9-1-1 service, IP-en-
abled voice service, or other emergency com-
munications service, a PSAP”’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘that are not wireless’’ and
inserting ‘‘that are not via wireless 9-1-1
service, IP-enabled voice service, or other
emergency communications service’’.

(b) DEFINITION.—Section 7 of the Wireless
Communications and Public Safety Act of
1999 (as redesignated by section 101(1) of this
Act) is further amended by adding at the end
the following new paragraphs:

‘(99 OTHER EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS
SERVICE.—The term ‘other emergency com-
munications service’ means the provision of
emergency information to a public safety an-
swering point via wire or radio communica-
tions, and may include 911 and enhanced 911
services.

¢(10) OTHER EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS
SERVICE PROVIDER.—The term ‘other emer-
gency communications service provider’
means—

‘“(A) an entity other than a local exchange
carrier, wireless carrier, or an IP-enabled
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voice service provider that is required by the

Federal Communications Commission con-

sistent with the Commission’s authority

under the Communications Act of 1934 to
provide other emergency communications
services; or

‘(B) in the absence of a Commission re-
quirement as described in subparagraph (A),
an entity that voluntarily elects to provide
other emergency communications services
and is specifically authorized by the appro-
priate local or State 911 governing authority
to provide other emergency communications
services.”.

TITLE III—AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE CUS-
TOMER INFORMATION FOR 911 PUR-
POSES

SEC. 301. AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE CUSTOMER IN-

FORMATION.

Section 222 of the Communications Act of
1934 (47 U.S.C. 222) is amended—

(1) by inserting ‘‘or the user of an IP-en-
abled voice service (as such term is defined
in section 7 of the Wireless Communications
and Public Safety Act of 1999 (47 U.S.C.
615b))”’ after ‘‘section 332(d))”’ each place it
appears in subsections (d)(4) and (f)(1);

(2) by striking “WIRELESS” in the heading
of subsection (f); and

(3) in subsection (g)—

(A) by inserting ‘‘or a provider of IP-en-
abled voice service (as such term is defined
in section 7 of the Wireless Communications
and Public Safety Act of 1999 (47 U.S.C.
615b))>’ after ‘‘telephone exchange service’’;

(B) by striking ‘‘Notwithstanding sub-
sections (b)”’ and inserting the following:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding sub-
sections (b)’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

¢‘(2) PROHIBITED USE OF LOCATION INFORMA-
TION DATABASES.—No administrator of any
database used for the purpose of facilitating
the provision of emergency services may use
for any competitive purpose data obtained
from unaffiliated telecommunications car-
riers or IP-enabled voice service providers in
the course of maintaining and operating that
database. Nothing in this section is intended
to prohibit government agencies otherwise
authorized under law from requesting infor-
mation contained in any such database.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. MARKEY) and the
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. UPTON)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Massachusetts.

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 3403, introduced by
Representative BART GORDON, is de-
signed to ensure that a consumer call-
ing 911 in an emergency from an Inter-
net phone, using so-called ‘“Voice over
Internet Protocol,”” or VoIP service,
can do so with a degree of confidence
matching that of traditional phone
service and wireless service.

The bill seeks to achieve this goal
through two key provisions: The first
provision extends liability protections
to VoIP service providers. The Federal
Communications Commission lacks au-
thority to grant liability protection to
VoIP service providers, and, therefore,
Congress must take action to achieve
this policy objective. This is similar to
action this subcommittee took in 1999
when such liability protection was ac-
corded to wireless providers.
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The second key provision in the bill
establishes the right of VoIP providers
to access the parts of the 911 infra-
structure they need in order to com-
plete 911 calls for consumers. This is an
important provision because while the
FCC has acted to require VoIP pro-
viders to meet enhanced 911 service ob-
ligations, the commission did not order
that such VoIP providers had a legal
right to the components of the 911 in-
frastructure they would need to fulfill
their E-911 obligations under the com-
mission’s own rules.
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I want to commend Representative
GORDON for his excellent work and
leadership on this bill. We have endeav-
ored, over the last several months, to
work on a bipartisan basis through sev-
eral issues, and the bill we bring to the
House floor this afternoon reflects the
results of these discussions. It is an ex-
cellent step forward.

I also want to salute Ms. ESHOO, Mr.
SHIMKUS and Mr. PICKERING for their
work on this legislation and, as always,
to commend the chairman of the full
committee, Mr. DINGELL; the ranking
member of the full committee, Mr.
BARTON; and my good friend, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. UPTON) for
their excellent efforts as well.

At this point, Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self as much time as I may consume.

I want to take particular time to
thank Mr. MARKEY, my good friend,
Mr. DINGELL, as well as Mr. GORDON,
the bill’s sponsor, as well as Mr.
SHIMKUS and Ms. ESHOO for their really
outstanding leadership on this issue.

This is a good bill. All of us here
know stories, many of us can relate
personally to stories, using 911. This
goes a bit further when we talk about
E-911.

There is a recent news story that
highlighted the importance of this
service. A mother in Washington State
was playing with her 2-year-old daugh-
ter, Alana, one night when suddenly a
migraine hit her. She collapsed, she
took a few painkillers, she felt dizzy,
collapsed to the floor, and yet the 2-
year-old daughter, Alana, watching her
mom collapse, walked over to the cof-
fee table, picked up the phone, and
dialed 911.

While she was on the phone, all she
said was ‘“‘mommy, ouch.” Those two
words alone were enough to send the
paramedics to their home. Inside they
found the mom on the floor and the
daughter in the other room getting a
blanket for her mom who was shiv-
ering. Thankfully, she was released the
very next day. But without that tech-
nology, who knows how the situation,
or many others like it, would end up.

Our 911 system continues to evolve.
We’ve made a lot of progress on en-
hanced 911 deployment, but E-911 can
provide the actual phone number and
location of a caller, which can be es-
sential in reaching people who need the
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help, especially if they’re having trou-
ble communicating.

The FCC helped move the ball for-
ward in June of 2005 by requiring that
VoIP providers offer 911 services to
their customers. And while techno-
logically it is more complicated for
VoIP providers to provide the service,
it certainly is of equal importance.

We’ve all heard the horror stories in
the past of people trying unsuccess-
fully to use 911 from their homes or
mobile phones, and I’'m hopeful that
with the leaps taken so far, along with
this legislation, all consumers, regard-
less of the phone service or their loca-
tion, will be better served in an emer-
gency.

This bill, H.R. 3403, the 911 Mod-
ernization and Public Safety Act of
2007, is certainly a significant public
safety bill. I would urge my colleagues
to vote for it. And, again, I want to
thank the bipartisan cooperation that
we’ve seen every step along the way,
not only in this body, but in the Senate
as well.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, I would,
once again, like to commend the bill to
the Members. I also want to thank the
staff, Mark Seifert, Amy Levine, David
Vogel, Courtney Reinhard, and Dana
Lichtenberg on the Democrat and Re-
publican staffs for their excellent work
on this legislation.

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
in support of H.R. 3403, the “911 Moderniza-
tion and Public Safety Act of 2007.”

Each time a new communications tech-
nology arrives on the market, we must adapt
our 911 system and our laws to accommodate
it. In 1999, Congress passed the Wireless
Communications and Public Safety Act to en-
sure that emergency 911 calls made from
wireless phones would go to the nearest Pub-
lic Safety Answering Point or “PSAP”.

Today, Voice-over-Internet-Protocol is revo-
lutionizing the way we communicate by adding
the flexibility and innovation of the Internet to
the traditional phone call. However, unlike
wireless carriers, VolP providers have no
rights to interconnect with the 911 infrastruc-
ture and only a handful of 911 centers were
prepared to receive VolIP calls, until recently.
This left VolP providers with no easy way to
deliver 911 or E-911 service to their sub-
scribers.

After people using VolP phones were un-
able to call 911 when they needed help, the
FCC responded in June 2005 by requiring
VolIP providers to incorporate E-911 capability
into their service. While this forced VolP pro-
viders to deploy E-911 access to almost all of
their subscribers through commercial agree-
ments with third parties, the FCC did not have
the authority to address all of the important
issues.

That is why the House Energy and Com-
merce Committee passed H.R. 3403. This bill
seeks to better ensure that consumers using
VolIP service can access enhanced 911 emer-
gency services. It puts VolP providers on the
same legal footing as wireless carriers and
gives providers the same access as wireless,
at the same rates, terms and conditions. It
gives VolIP carriers and PSAPs receiving the
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VolP 911 calls the same liability protection
that is afforded to wireless calls. The bill al-
lows VolP providers to join wireless carriers in
a narrow exemption from the Customer Propri-
etary Network Information Laws, so that they
can transmit customer name and location in-
formation during an emergency call. The bill
also allows the FCC to delegate to states en-
forcement of regulations implementing VolP
911, without disrupting the interstate nature of
VolIP service.

In addition to ensuring the success of VolP
E-911, H.R. 3403 takes strong steps to im-
prove our 911 system going forward. First, the
bill will stop states from raiding their 911 funds
by prohibiting states from spending the 911
line-item fee they collect on phone bills for any
purpose other than improvements to the 911
system. Second, the bill directs the E-911 Co-
ordination and Implementation Office to de-
velop a nationwide migration plan to an IP-en-
abled network. An Internet-based emergency
network will enhance public safety by allowing
for greater flexibility in the types and amount
of information that may be transmitted to
emergency service providers. Finally, H.R.
3403 alters an existing grant program to allow
PSAPs to obtain federal funding for IP-en-
abled emergency networks.

H.R. 3403, the “911 Modernization and
Public Safety Act of 2007” is about public
safety. | want to praise the work of the bill’'s
sponsor, Congressman BART GORDON, who
has provided strong leadership in addressing
the VolP E-911 challenge. | also commend
the House co-chairs of the Congressional E—
911 Caucus: Congresswoman ESHOO and
Congressman SHIMKUS, for their determined
work to advance all 911 issues. | would also
like to thank the Telecommunications Sub-
committee Chairman Mr. ED MARKEY and the
chairman of the full committee, Mr. JOHN DIN-
GELL, and their staffs, for their leadership and
commitment to working with our side in a bi-
partisan fashion on this bill.

H.R. 3403 is an important piece of legisla-
tion and | urge my colleagues to vote for it to
become law.

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support
of H.R. 3403, the “911 Modernization and
Public Safety Act of 2007”.

This legislation ensures that consumers
using Voice over Internet Protocol or VolP
technology can access the 911 system. It also
requires the development of a national plan to
ensure that the 911 system continues to
evolve.

Consumers expect that when they place a
call to 911 using a wireline phone, wireless
phone, or any other type of technology, the
emergency operator who answers will send
the right type of first responder to the correct
location in the shortest time possible. The abil-
ity to dial 911 and reach an emergency oper-
ator is so integral to our daily lives that we
teach our children from the earliest moment
how to dial 911.

As our communications system has evolved,
so too has the 911 system. We have seen this
before with the introduction of wireless phone
service. As more consumers began using cell
phones, Congress passed legislation to en-
sure that the 911 system could accommodate
emergency calls made over the wireless net-
work.

Over the last few years, VolP technology
has provided a new way for consumers to
make calls using the Internet. H.R. 3404 en-
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sures that consumers using VolP service are
able to access 911 as easily as consumers
using wireline or wireless services. H.R. 3403
will give VolIP providers access to the compo-
nents they need to provide 911 service and
will extend the liability protections afforded to
wireline and wireless carriers today to VolP
providers, public safety officials, and end
users in relation to VolP 911 calls.

The constantly evolving nature of tech-
nology can present a challenge to legislators.
H.R. 3403 meets that challenge by ensuring
that our 911 system continues to adapt. It re-
quires the development of a national plan to
migrate to an Internet Protocol-enabled 911
system. It also amends an existing grant pro-
gram to allow funding for public safety answer-
ing points that are moving to an IP-enabled
system.

As technology evolves, it is important that
public safety communications also evolve. Too
often public safety is left behind, burdened by
yesterday’s technology and yesterday’s net-
work. H.R. 3403 therefore requires that public
safety representatives participate in the forma-
tion of the national plan. This will help ensure
that public safety has access to the commu-
nications platform of the future.

Moving to an IP-enabled 911 system will
also benefit consumers with disabilities. H.R.
3403 requires that the national plan address
solutions for providing 911 and enhanced 911
services to members of the disabilities com-
munity who may not be able to speak to or
hear an emergency operator. By including
those representing the disabilities community
in the formation of the national plan, we will
ensure that all consumers are able to access
emergency services.

Because consumers rely on 911, Congress
must ensure that the 911 system is reliable.
H.R. 3403 fulfills this duty by addressing the
addition of VolP service to the marketplace
and by establishing a pathway to the future of
the 911 system. This important measure has
strong bipartisan support, including the sup-
port of the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce Ranking Member, Representative BAR-
TON, and the Ranking Member of the Sub-
committee on Telecommunications and Inter-
net, Representative UPTON.

| commend Representative GORDON for his
excellent work on this legislation. | also thank
the other members of the 911 Caucus, and
Representatives ESHOO, SHIMKUS, and PICK-
ERING for their important and ongoing work in
the area of Emergency communications.

| urge my colleagues to support H.R. 3403.

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I've been work-
ing on 911 issues for over a decade. We've
come a long way during this time, and this bill
is another step toward full interoperability. It is
essential for our constituents to have access
to emergency services whether they’re using a
mobile phone or using a VOIP service. Con-
fidence that our network will be able to access
emergency services when they are needed is
fundamental.

My thanks to Representative GORDON and
the Energy and Commerce Committee for
their work on this 911 legislation which I'm a
cosponsor of. The bill places a duty on VOIP
services to provide 911 for their customers.
This gives customers a guarantee that they
will have emergency services when they need
it. Importantly, this legislation requires that car-
riers allow VOIP providers to interconnect with
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their facilities. In return, carriers will be com-
pensated at the same rate that wireless car-
ries pay to interconnect. This interconnection
mandate is necessary so that consumers will
have timely access to 911 services.

This legislation will connect the 98 million
Americans that live in areas where VOIP pro-
viders do not yet have access to the 911 net-
work and are unable to receive reliable VOIP
911 services.

My colleague Mr. SHIMKUS and | are co-
chairs of the E-911 Caucus and | thank him
for his terrific work on this issue. We've
worked closely together and passed legislation
to provide federal grants to enhance our emer-
gency communications system. So far no
funding has been appropriated for this pur-
pose but we were successful in passing an
amendment to the Commerce, Justice,
Science Appropriations that added $5 million
for this grant program. The funding “plants the
seed” for advanced E-911 equipment so nec-
essary in our communities.

This is a good bill and | strongly support it
and urge Members to vote for it.

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Massachusetts
(Mr. MARKEY) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3403, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———

BROADBAND CENSUS OF AMERICA
ACT OF 2007

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3919) to provide for a comprehen-
sive nationwide inventory of existing
broadband service, and for other pur-
poses, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3919

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Broadband
Census of America Act of 2007”.

SEC. 2. CENSUS OF BROADBAND SERVICE DE-
PLOYMENT.

(a) DUTY TO COLLECT AND REPORT.—

(1) ANNUAL ASSESSMENT AND REPORT.—The
Commission shall, on an annual basis, con-
duct an assessment and publish a report on
the nature and deployment of, and subscrip-
tion to, broadband service capability
throughout the States.

(2) BANDWIDTH SERVICE TIERS.—The Com-
mission shall designate bandwidth service
tiers by identifying tiers of increasing data
transmission speeds of broadband service ca-
pability that will provide useful information
about the nature and extent of deployment
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of broadband service capability. At a min-
imum, the tiers in the aggregate shall en-
compass all data transmission speeds de-
ployed, and shall consist of multiple com-
binations of upstream and downstream data
transmission speeds. Each tier shall be des-
ignated, to the extent possible, to correspond
to the ability to support qualitatively dif-
ferent applications and services, which the
Commission shall also identify.

(3) INFORMATION COLLECTION.—The Commis-
sion shall collect, or provide for the collec-
tion of, information from all commercial and
public providers of broadband service capa-
bility under its jurisdiction in each State.
Such information shall include—

(A) for each area encompassed by a United
States postal zip code of the 5 digit level—

(i) information concerning the types of
technology used to provide broadband serv-
ice capability in such area;

(ii) the tiers designated under paragraph
(2) used to provide such capability in such
area; and

(iii) the actual number of residential sub-
scribers and the actual number of business
subscribers in such area; and

(B) for each State, the actual number of
residential subscribers and the actual num-
ber of business subscribers for each tier of
service designated under paragraph (2).

(4) INFORMATION REPORTED.—In the annual
report required by paragraph (1), the Com-
mission shall provide to the public—

(A) for each area encompassed by a United
States postal zip code of the 5 digit level—

(i) a list of the types of technology used to
provide such capability in such area; and

(ii) the actual number of residential sub-
scribers and the actual number of business
subscribers to broadband service capability
in such area, each in the aggregate; and

(B) for each State, the actual number of
residential subscribers and the actual num-
ber of business subscribers for each tier of
service designated under paragraph (2), each
in the aggregate.

(b) EVOLUTION OF ASSESSMENT.—The Com-
mission shall periodically review both the
bandwidth service tiers and the types of
technology utilized in its assessment under
subsection (a) to take into account changes
in technology and marketplace conditions.

(c) INTERNATIONAL COMPARISON.—

(1) INTERNATIONAL COMPARISON.—AS part of
the assessment and report required by this
section, the Commission shall include infor-
mation comparing the extent of broadband
service capability (including data trans-
mission speeds and price for broadband serv-
ice capability) in a total of 76 communities
in at least 25 countries abroad for each of the

tiers designated pursuant to subsection
(a)(2).
(2) CONTENTS.—The Commission shall

choose communities for the comparison
under this subsection in a manner that will
offer, to the extent possible, communities of
a population size, population density, topog-
raphy, and demographic profile that are
comparable to the population size, popu-
lation density, topography, and demographic
profile of various communities within the
United States. The Commission shall include
in the comparison under this subsection—

(A) a geographically diverse selection of
countries; and

(B) communities including the capital cit-
ies of such countries.

(3) SIMILARITIES AND DIFFERENCES.—The
Commission shall identify relevant similar-
ities and differences in each community, in-
cluding their market structures, the number
of competitors, the number of facilities-
based providers, the types of technologies de-
ployed by such providers, the applications
and services those technologies enable, and
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the regulatory model under which broadband
service capability is provided.

(d) PROTECTION OF INFORMATION.—Except
for the information provided to the public by
the Commission in its annual report pursu-
ant to subsection (a)(4), nothing in this sec-
tion shall reduce or remove any obligation
the Commission has to protect proprietary
information, nor shall this section be con-
strued to compel the Commission to make
publicly available any proprietary informa-
tion. Any information collected by the Com-
mission pursuant to subsection (a)(3) that re-
veals any competitively sensitive informa-
tion of an individual provider of broadband
service capability shall not be disclosed by
the Commission under subsection (a)(4) or
otherwise.

(e) REGULATIONS.—The Commission shall,
within 180 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, promulgate regulations to
implement this section.

(f) ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITY.—The Com-
mission shall enforce this section as if such
section was a part of the Communications
Act of 1934. For the purpose of this section,
any violations of this section, or any regula-
tions promulgated under this section, shall
be considered to be a violation of the Com-
munications Act of 1934 or a regulation pro-
mulgated under that Act, respectively.

SEC. 3. BROADBAND INVENTORY MAP.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—To provide a com-
p