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Guru Nanak was born, to honor him. Let me
take this opportunity to honor Guru Nanak
also and to congratulate the Sikhs of the world
on this important occasion.

Guru Nanak stood up to tyranny. He worked
to liberate his people from the tyranny of the
Moghul ruler Babar. Today, Sikhs suffer under
oppression from Hindu rulers who have mur-
dered over a quarter of a million of them and
hold more than 52,000 as political prisoners.
They also killed over 300,000 Christians in
Nagaland, over 90,000 Muslims in Kashmir,
and tens of thousands of Assamese, Bodos,
Dalits, Manipuris, Tamils, and other minorities.
This oppression is no more acceptable than
the oppression of Guru Nanak’s time.

Sikhs can honor Guru Nanak by standing up
to India to secure their own freedom and help-
ing the other minorities secure theirs too.
Freedom is the longing of every human heart.
God intends for everyone to be free.

We are the primary power in today’s world,
Madam Speaker. We can use our influence to
support the cause of freedom in South Asia.
By doing so, we can honor Guru Nanak and
all those who have worked for freedom around
the world.

The time has come to let India know that if
it is going to proclaim itself a democracy, it
must act like one. That means allowing every-
one, including minorities, to exercise their
most basic human rights. Freedom is the birth-
right of all people. If India will not do so, it
should be placed back on the list of nations
that do not respect religious freedom, as it
was at one time, and the appropriate sanc-
tions should be imposed. In addition, unless
India is willing to live up to its democratic prin-
ciples, we should stop our aid to India in all
forms.

Acting like a democracy also means recog-
nizing the right of self-determination. Self-de-
termination is the essence of democracy.
Where is the vote on the status of Kashmir
that India promised a mere 59 years ago?
Does it take 59 years to set up a free and fair
vote? Khalistan, the Sikh homeland, declared
itself independent 20 years ago. Where is the
vote on its status? And what of the Nagas and
all the people simply seeking the freedom to
rule themselves? The United States carries a
lot of weight in the world. If we are serious
about spreading democracy, we should work
to bring about self-determination for all the
peoples and nations of the subcontinent. That
would help all people shake off oppression
and live in dignity and prosperity, and it is the
right thing to do.

Madam Speaker, | would like to place the
Council of Khalistan’s open letter regarding
the birthday of Guru Nanak into the RECORD.
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE KHALSA PANTH ON

THE PARKASH DEVAS OF GURU NANAK

DEAR KHALSA PANTH: As you know, this
month marks the birthday (Parkash Devas)
of the first Sikh Guru; Guru Nanak, founder
of the Sikh religion. Congratulations to the
Sikh Nation on this momentous occasion.

This year marks the 538th anniversary of
the birth of Guru Nanak. He was born in 1469
and departed this world for his heavenly
abode in 1539. Guru Nanak was the founder of
the Sikh religion. (‘“‘Mary Sikha Jagat Witch
Nanak Nirmal Panth Chalaya.’’) On Novem-
ber 24 in Nankana Sahib, now in West Pun-
jab, Sikhs from around the world will cele-
brate this occasion. Last year, over 10,000
showed up for the celebration. Crowds enthu-
siastically raised slogans of ‘Khalistan
Zindabad!”> The Sangat showed great devo-
tion and reverence on this pious occasion.
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Guru Nanak confronted Babar, the Moghul
ruler of the time and called him a Jabbar
(oppressor) and spoke out against the tyr-
anny of the rulers of that time. He was even
imprisoned by Babar, along with his fol-
lowers. Today, Sikhs face similar oppression
by the Hindu rulers of India.

Just as Guru Nanak spoke out against the
Moghul tyrant Babar, we must work to free
our Sikh brothers and sisters from the op-
pression of the Brahmins. It is incumbent on
us to achieve freedom for Khalistan, as is our
birthright. As former Jathedar of the Akal
Takht Professor Darshan Singh has said, “‘If
a Sikh is not a Khalistani, he is not a Sikh.”’

India has murdered over 250,000 of our Sikh
brothers and sisters, as well as more than
300,000 Christians in Nagaland, over 90,000
Kashmiri Muslims, and tens of thousands of
other minorities. More than 52,000 Sikhs (and
tens of thousands of other minorities) are
being held as political prisoners. In 1994, the
U.S. State Department reported that the In-
dian government had paid over 41,000 cash
bounties for killing Sikhs.

A MASR report quotes the Punjab Civil
Magistracy as writing ‘‘if we add up the fig-
ures of the last few years the number of in-
nocent persons killed would run into lakhs
[hundreds of thousands.]”” The Indian Su-
preme Court called the Indian government’s
murders of Sikhs ‘‘worse than a genocide.”
Guru Nanak did not tolerate oppression; he
struggled against it wherever it reared its
ugly head. We must be good followers of
Guru Nanak by doing the same today. India
is also destroying Sikhs economically. The
Indian government fixes the price for fer-
tilizer very high and the price for produce
very low so Sikh farmers can’t even get the
cost of production for their crops. This year
it fixed the wheat price at Rs 750 per quintal.
Even Badal demanded Rs 1000 per quintal. If
Punjab farmers could sell their produce
across the border in Pakistan and the Middle
East, they could easily get close to Rs 1,500
per quintal and would be able to make a liv-
ing.

India diverts Punajb’s river water, its nat-
ural resource, to neighboring Haryana and
Rajasthan without any compensation. India
seeks to destroy the Sikh Nation religiously,
economically, and politically. Guru Nanak
would not permit them to do so. We must
show the spirit of Guru Nanak and reclaim
our sovereignty.

Guru Nanak travelled extensively, to the
Middle East, where he visited Baghdad, and
throughout India, along with his two com-
panions, one Hindu, one Muslim. He spread
his message of truthfulness, respect for the
rights of individuals, earning an honest liv-
ing, sharing with the needy, and praying to
Almighty God. He was revered by Hindus and
Muslims alike. When he left this world, his
body was not found. The sheet covering his
body was torn in two. The Hindus cremated
it and the Muslims buried it, each according
to their customs. Overcoming oppression in
today’s world will earn the Sikhs of today
similar respect. We must not accept India’s
tyrannical rule over our homeland.

Guru Nanak is remembered as Baba Nanak
Shah Faqir, Hindu Da Guru, Mussleman Da
Pir. He preached the equality of the entire
human race, including gender equality. To
this day, these are cornerstones of the Sikh
religion. But our Sikh brethren in Punjab,
Khalistan do not get to experience equality.
Instead, they are subjected to the worst kind
of oppression by the Indian regime.

India is on the verge of disintegration.
Kashmir is about to separate from India. As
L.K. Advani said, “If Kashmir goes, India
goes.” History shows that multinational
states such as India are doomed to failure.
Countries 1like Austria-Hungary, India’s
longtime friend the Soviet Union, Yugo-
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slavia, Czechoslovakia, and others prove this
point. India is not one country; it is a poly-
glot like those countries, thrown together
for the convenience of the British colonial-
ists. It is doomed to break up as they did.
Currently, there are 17 freedom movements
within India’s borders. It has 18 official lan-
guages. Montenegro, which has less than a
million people, has become a sovereign coun-
try and a member of the United Nations.
Now it is the time for the Sikh Nation of
Punjab, Khalistan to become independent.
The sooner the better.

Guru Nanak gave the Sikhs our identity.
We can honor him by reclaiming the freedom
that is our birthright: “‘Raj Bina Na Dharam
Chaley Hain, Dharam Bina Sab Dale Male
Hain.” (‘““Without political power, a religion
cannot flourish and without religion, people
are oppressed and persecuted.”’) Let us stand
up for the ideals of Guru Nanak and defend
the integrity of the Sikh religion and the
Sikh Nation.

Sincerely,
DR. GURMIT SINGH AULAKH
President,
Council of Khalistan.

INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION
TO ESTABLISH A MODELING AND
SIMULATION GRANT PROGRAM
AT THE DEPARTMENT OF EDU-
CATION

HON. ROBERT C. “BOBBY” SCOTT

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 13, 2007

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to introduce legislation that will es-
tablish a grant program at the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education to encourage and enhance
the study of Modeling and Simulation at insti-
tutions of higher education.

Modeling and Simulation has become an
essential component in ensuring that we meet
both the defense and domestic challenges of
the 21st century. Modeling and Simulation
technology allows us to easily and effectively
sharpen the tools, procedures, and decisions
needed to address difficult and complex prob-
lems.

Earlier this year, this body passed by voice
vote House Resolution 487, introduced by my
Virginia colleague Congressman RANDY
FORBES of Virginia, which recognized Mod-
eling and Simulation as a national critical tech-
nology.

This critical technology allows us to build
and develop computer models of complex sys-
tems—whether a car, an airplane, an entire
battlefield, or even a major city’s evacuation
plan—to see how certain actions will affect the
end result. These simulations help us develop
better and practical analogies of real world sit-
uations. Modeling and Simulation is a rapidly
expanding field and we must ensure that the
United States maintains its competitive edge
in this field by expanding Modeling and Sim-
ulation programs at our institutions of higher
education.

The bill that | am introducing today will en-
sure that this national critical technology is ex-
panded at our Nation’s colleges and univer-
sities. Specifically, the bill will establish a grant
program for colleges and universities to en-
hance and improve already established Mod-
eling and Simulation programs. Colleges and
universities without Modeling and Simulation
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programs can also use the grant to establish
their own program. The bill will also create a
task force at the Department of Education to
support the development of the Modeling and
Simulation field, including helping to further
define the study and identify the best practices
of Modeling and Simulation.

| am proud to represent the people and
businesses of the Third Congressional District
of Virginia who are leading the way in the
Modeling and Simulation field. Numerous col-
leges and universities in the Hampton Roads
area, such as Hampton University, Norfolk
State University, and Old Dominion University,
have Modeling and Simulation programs. Old
Dominion University is one of the few univer-
sities that has both an undergraduate degree
program and a graduate degree program in
Modeling and Simulation. ODU’s Modeling,
Analysis and Simulation Center in Suffolk, Vir-
ginia is a premier facility that is second to
none.

The grant program established by this legis-
lation will go a long way in helping universities
that have Modeling and Simulation programs
expand and enhance their programs, as well
as helping universities without a Modeling and
Simulation program establish their own pro-
gram. | urge my colleagues to cosponsor and
support this important legislation to ensure
that the United States maintains its competi-
tive advantage in the critical national tech-
nology field of Modeling and Simulation.

————

GERALDINE GENNET

HON. NANCY PELOSI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 14, 2007

Ms. PELOSI. Madam Speaker, on behalf of
my colleagues, | commend Geraldine Gennet
for her outstanding service and dedication to
the House of Representatives.

In her 11 years as General Counsel of the
House, Geraldine set a standard for profes-
sionalism and non-partisanship that will inform
the work of the new General Counsel and all
future holders of that position.

She created an Office of General Counsel
that is respected by all Members of the House
and widely recognized for its excellence
throughout the legal community. | wish Geral-
dine continued success and happiness in her
new endeavors.

——————

TRIBUTE TO RONALD AND
JENNIFER MILNE

HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 14, 2007

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Ronald and Jennifer Milne,
residents of Perry, lowa, on recently becoming
United States citizens.

Both Ronald and Jennifer are originally from
Scotland. Ronald was naturalized on June 29,
2007, in Des Moines, while Jennifer was later
naturalized on September 17, 2007 in West
Branch, lowa. The long journey to U.S. citizen-
ship began in the late 1980’s when their son
was attending Dartmouth College and later

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

married an American woman. Their daughter
also came to America and eventually married
an American. After Ronald and Jennifer made
several trips to the United States to visit their
children, they decided they wanted to be close
to their family and move to America.

After years of filling out forms, interviews
with the American Embassy, waiting for the
processing of their papers, passing the Amer-
ican History test, and paying naturalization
fees, Ronald and Jennifer’s citizenship was fi-
nally granted.

The Milne’s love for their family and for this
country is extremely admirable, and | com-
mend Ronald and Jennifer for all their hard
work and commitment to becoming citizens of
our country. | am extremely honored to rep-
resent the Milnes in the U.S. Congress and |
know that | can speak for all of my colleagues
here in officially welcoming them as American
citizens. | wish Ronald, Jennifer and their fam-
ily all the best as Americans and lowans.

HONORING MARY BERGAN
HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 14, 2007

Ms. LEE. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the extraordinary accomplishments of
Ms. Mary Bergan, who has dutifully served
and enriched the California Federation of
Teachers and the labor movement for over 35
years. Her work has affected the lives of
teachers and their students throughout the 9th
Congressional District, and the great State of
California.

Ms. Mary Bergan has been involved in com-
munity politics, volunteerism, and education
for her entire adult life. After graduating from
the prestigious University of California, Berke-
ley in 1965 with a B.A. in English, Mary
promptly joined the Peace Corps. For 3 years
Mary lived in Malaysia teaching English lan-
guage and literature and coaching athletics. In
this way, Mary has always been acutely aware
of the importance of both healthy minds and
bodies for her students. When Mary returned
to the United States she became a teacher,
and immediately started organizing for the
California Federation of Teachers, CFT.

For more than three decades her passion
and activism has rightly placed her in leader-
ship positions throughout the State of Cali-
fornia, both within her profession as an educa-
tor and within the greater Democratic Party. In
1976, while Jerry Brown was Governor of Cali-
fornia, Ms. Bergan was chosen as a delegate
to the Democratic National Conventions.
Shortly after, in the 1980’s, Mary was elected
as the chair of the Labor Caucus of the Cali-
fornia Democratic Party. She continued her
role as a delegate at the Democratic National
Conventions in 1992, 1996, 2000, and 2004.

In 1991 Mary took her leadership skills,
compassion, and dedicated experience to
task. She was elected by her peers as presi-
dent of the CFT. Only a year later, in 1992,
Mary was elected vice president of the Amer-
ican Federation of Teachers, AFT, a national
position of both great prestige and great re-
sponsibility. Not satisfied merely holding a title
or position, Mary has participated in and con-
tinues to serve in numerous capacities within
the AFT. She is a member of the Teachers
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Program and Policy Council, where she
serves primarily on the council’s working
group on early childhood education. She is
also a member of the organizing committee,
the Task Force on Health Care Reform, and
the State Federations Advisory Committee.

When she was elected president of the CFT
Ms. Bergen pledged “to renew the organiza-
tion’s commitment to excellence in education,
to reinforce its efforts to increase education
funding and to raise the organization’s profile
in the media and public eye.” This is exactly
what Mary has done, and continues to do.
She is an outspoken advocate of our children
and the conditions of our teachers.

Mary has always been quick to respond to
the political issues of the day which most af-
fect education, and she continues to be fa-
mously truthful and clear in those responses.
Mary does not play with words, she does not
play games with her positions on issues, and
she does not play with the futures of our chil-
dren and teachers. Mary has long known that
the better the conditions are for our teachers,
the better our schools will be. Ultimately, tak-
ing care of our teachers affords our students
the greatest opportunities for success in their
own lives.

A true servant educator in every sense,
Mary Bergan has immeasurably contributed to
our community, our State, and our Nation. On
behalf of California’s 9th Congressional Dis-
trict, | thank and applaud Mary Bergan for the
more than 35 years of unwavering service and
inspiration.

RECOGNIZING NEWARK’S NORTH
WARD CENTER’S ANNUAL GENO
BARONI BIRTHDAY CELEBRA-
TION

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 14, 2007

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker. | rise today
to recognize the annual celebration at the
North Ward Center in Newark, New Jersey
honoring the birthday of its inspiration, Mon-
signor Geno Baroni, on November 15, 2007.
Msgr. Baroni—Geno to those of us who knew
and loved him—was a most remarkable man,
and though he passed from this life more than
two decades ago, his memory and his mission
remain strong.

Following riots at the end of the 1960s,
Msgr. Baroni convinced Stephen Adubato, Sr.
to leave the Newark public schools and orga-
nize the North Ward Educational and Cultural
Center. In 1970, the center began providing
information on services available to the resi-
dents of Newark’s north ward, with a particular
emphasis on higher education opportunities
for students.

Built on the principles of community, oppor-
tunity, responsibility, and equity, the North
Ward Center remains true to its mission “to
provide educational, cultural, and meaningful
social services to low and moderate income
families who reside in the greater Newark
community. The center plays a major role in
helping families overcome barriers to self-suffi-
ciency, works to improve the health and well-
being of those families, and helps revitalize
their community, thereby improving the quality
of life for all residents.”
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