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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable BEN-
JAMIN L. CARDIN, a Senator from the
State of Maryland.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

O God, lover of humanity, give us
today Your pardon and peace. Pardon
the sins of our lips; the untrue,
uncleaned, and unkind words we have
spoken. Pardon the sins of our minds;
the ignoring of truth, the refusal to
face facts, the dishonest thinking that
destroys integrity. Pardon the sins of
our hearts; the pride that makes us es-
teem ourselves as better than others,
the wrong desires, and the false loves
that draw us from You. Forgive us, O
God.

Place Your peace within us that we
may no longer be torn by anxiety and
indecision. As the Members of this
body receive Your peace, help them to
live in unity with each other. May the
certainty that You love them take all
fear away. Lord, uphold them with
Your grace, both now and always.
Amen.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable BENJAMIN L. CARDIN
led the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. BYRD).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

Senate

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, November 14, 2007.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable BENJAMIN L. CARDIN,
a Senator from the State of Maryland, to
perform the duties of the Chair.

ROBERT C. BYRD,
President pro tempore.

Mr. CARDIN thereupon assumed the
chair as Acting President pro tempore.

——————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

———

MEASURES PLACED ON THE CAL-
ENDAR—S. 2334, S. 2340, S. 2346, S.
2348, and H.R. 3996

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I under-
stand there are five bills at the desk
due for their second reading.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will read the titles of
the bills, en bloc.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 2334) to withhold 10 percent of the
Federal funding apportioned for highway
construction and maintenance from States
that issue driver’s licenses to individuals
without verifying the legal status of such in-
dividuals.

A Dbill (S. 2340) making emergency supple-
mental appropriations for the Department of
Defense for the fiscal year ending September
30, 2008, and for other purposes.

A Dbill (S. 2346) to temporarily increase the
portfolio caps applicable to Freddie Mac and
Fannie Mae, to provide the necessary financ-
ing to curb foreclosures by facilitating the
refinancing of at-risk subprime borrowers
into safe, affordable loans, and for other pur-
poses.

A Dbill (S. 2348) to ensure control over the
United States border and to strengthen en-
forcement of the immigration laws.

A Dbill (H.R. 3996) to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to extend certain expir-
ing provisions, and for other purposes.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I object to
any further proceedings with regard to
these bills en bloc.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection is heard. The bills will
be placed on the calendar.

———
SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, this morn-
ing, the Senate will be in a period of
morning business for 1 hour, with the
time divided and controlled between
the two parties—the majority control-
ling the first half and the Republicans
controlling the final portion.

Following this, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the farm bill. At
2 p.m. today, Secretary Rice and Sec-
retary Gates will brief Members about
the current situations in the Middle
East. Both of them will be here in S-407
at 2 p.m.

THE FARM BILL

Mr. President, the farm bill is an im-
portant piece of legislation for this
country. That is why we do it every 5
years. It is an immense bill and in-
cludes many different things dealing
with the agriculture of this country. It
is similar in its importance to the
highway bill that we do every b5 years.
The farm bill is one that affects vir-
tually every State.

We hear a lot on this Senate Floor
and around the country, as we should,
about the fact that we import about 65
percent of all the oil we use in this
country, but it is not that way with ag-
ricultural products. We do so much in
exporting food. It is one of the busi-
nesses in America that has a positive
balance in trade.

I was happy yesterday morning when
I was told by the minority we were
going to be able to get a list of amend-
ments and work through this bill. It is
true we got a list of amendments, but
it is as unreasonable as anything could
be unreasonable—270 amendments, and
a large number of them nonrelevant.
Democrats, after having received these,
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