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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). Two minutes remain on this
vote.

0 2103

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill, as amended, was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
AUTHORIZING THE CLERK TO
MAKE CORRECTIONS 1IN EN-
GROSSMENT OF H.R. 3773, RE-

STORE ACT OF 2007

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that, in the en-
grossment of the bill, H.R. 3773, the
Clerk be authorized to correct section
numbers, cross-references, punctua-
tion, and indentation, and to make
other technical and conforming
changes as necessary to reflect the ac-
tions of the House.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
TAUSCHER). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

———

DEPARTMENTS OF LABOR,
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES,
AND EDUCATION, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2008—VETO MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is further consider-
ation of the veto message of the Presi-
dent on the bill (H.R. 3043) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of
Labor, Health and Human Services,
and Education, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30,
2008, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is, Will the House, on recon-
sideration, pass the bill, the objections
of the President to the contrary not-
withstanding?

The gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
OBEY) is recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. OBEY. Madam Speaker, for the
purposes of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman
from New York (Mr. WALSH).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. OBEY. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks on H.R. 3043.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin?

There was no objection.
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Mr. OBEY. I yield myself 30 seconds.

Madam Speaker, I think we have an
understanding that the other side will
have two statements; we will have one.
We do not expect to take anywhere
near the full hour.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. WALSH of New York. Madam
Speaker, Mr. Chairman, I do not intend
to take a lot of time since this is the
sixth time this year that I have spoken
on this legislation, twice in committee
and now four times on the floor of this
House.

I would like to thank Chairman OBEY
and to thank his staff for the good,
solid work product that they have de-
livered. I have enjoyed our work to-
gether this year, and as I said before,
this bill, the people’s bill, is a thought-
ful piece of legislation.

If Congress does not override the
President’s veto, I will look forward to
working with the chairman to nego-
tiate a good bill that can be enacted. If
the veto is sustained, I would hope that
all parties, the White House and both
houses of Congress, will come together
quickly and work in good faith to com-
plete the appropriations process in a
timely manner.

There is no good reason why we can’t
compromise this bill. In times past,
people in this body of good faith have
overcome differences far greater than
we have tonight.

If the proposal is to split the dif-
ference, to reduce the amount of spend-
ing above the President’s request by
$11 billion, I would advise the President
to take ‘‘yes” for an answer.

Let’s go home for Thanksgiving,
thank God for all the blessings that He
has bestowed upon this country, and
pray for wisdom and good sense, and
come back and get our work done in
December.

I yield the balance of my time to the
distinguished ranking member of the
committee, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. LEWIS).

(Mr. LEWIS of California asked and
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.)

Mr. LEWIS of California. Madam
Speaker, I had planned to make a 10-
minute, maybe even a 20-minute speech
this evening expressing my concerns
about the Labor-HHS conference re-
port. However, given the late hour and
Members’ desire to join their families
for the Thanksgiving Day holiday, I
will submit my written statement for
the RECORD.

As I do so, Madam Speaker, I am re-
minded of the words of my friend Will
Rogers, whose statue stands outside
the door of this very Chamber. He said,
“Never miss a good chance to shut up.”

With that, I urge a vote to sustain
the President’s veto, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

Madam Speaker, here we are on November
15th and only two appropriations bills have
been sent to the President—only one of which
was enacted. | must confess that | find it quite
ironic that the majority party spent the better
part of the beginning of this year criticizing Re-
publicans for not getting our work done in a
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