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people of the United States, and stewardship
of the marine environment by the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
and its predecessor agencies, and for other
purposes:

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, NOAA, for their 200 years of dedicated
research and service to the United States.

NOAA and its predecessors conducted
some of the earliest oceanographic research
and have continued to serve the United States
for commerce, defense, and environmental
purposes. NOAA is a leader for scientific re-
search and environmental monitoring and pro-
tection, providing an outstanding example to
the international community.

NOAA continues that storied legacy in the
21st century with and oceanographic moni-
toring, the protection of our natural resources,
its stewardship of the marine environment,
and as our first line of warning for storms and
hurricanes.

NOAA programs have provided invaluable
service to commerce and defense, serving
throughout the country’s history in war and
peacetime; more than 100 million maps and
charts for U.S. and Allied Forces.

Their programs promote safe and efficient
commerce/transportation and work toward the
advancement of a global environmental obser-
vation system. Programs also include missions
for the conservation of marine resources,
coastal management, and protection from
storms and other hazards—especially Gulf
Coast hurricanes.

NOAA’s National Weather Service/Weather
Forecast Offices at the Corpus Christi Inter-
national Airport and the Brownsville/South
Padre Island International Airport provide
weather and flood warnings, daily forecasts,
and meteorological and hydrologic data for the
South Texas Gulf Coast area.

NOAA’s National Marine Fisheries Service/
Seafood Inspection Program in Brownsville of-
fers a voluntary inspection program for fishery
products on a fee-for-service basis, as well as
other services to local fishermen and fish
processors.

NOAA’s National Ocean Service operates
seven tide stations in Texas to monitor sea
level trends, provide real-time data for storm
surge warning, including South Texas loca-
tions in Corpus Christi and Port Isabel.

This week | will greet NOAA researchers in
my district who are seeking a new location for
a weather research center. | look forward to
welcoming these distinguished researchers
and discussing their needs for the future
weather research center.

———

HONORING HOLLY AND HENRY
WENDT

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 5, 2007

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today with my colleague Representative
THOMPSON to congratulate Holly and Henry
Wendt, who are being honored by Healthcare
Foundation Northern Sonoma County with the
first annual Wetzel Community Leadership
Award. They are being recognized for their
contributions to life in Sonoma County and
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their philanthropic leadership on behalf of nu-
merous local causes and organizations.

Henry and Holly have been fixtures in
Sonoma County for many years, where until
recently they owned the highly regarded
Quivira Vineyards. Mr. Wendt, formerly the
CEO of SmithKline Beecham, spent four dec-
ades working in the pharmaceutical and health
care industry, and he remains active on the
boards of several major corporations.

Together, the Wendts have given greatly to
the community in Sonoma County, particularly
in the fields of education and health care.
They offered their substantial resources to
Healdsburg High School to renovate and ex-
pand the Holly and Henry Wendt Library. Mr.
Wendt serves on the advisory board of the
Pediatric Dental Initiative, and the Wendts’ in-
volvement has helped speed the development
of the Redwood Empire Surgery Center. This
facility will bring the highest quality dental care
to youngsters in coastal northern California.

Mr. Wendt has given generously with his
time and deep knowledge of healthcare to fa-
cilitate the work of Healthcare Foundation
Northern Sonoma County. His substantial
leadership gift helped ensure that the
Healdsburg District Hospital campaign was
successful and the hospital remains an out-
standing health care provider. Further, he has
been instrumental in the success of the Com-
munity Foundation Sonoma County. Having
served multiple terms as chairman of the
board, he provided superb guidance and ex-
perience to help the foundation expand its re-
sources and reach, and he remains a member
of the leadership board.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, at this
time it is appropriate that we congratulate
Holly and Henry Wendt, who are receiving the
Wetzel Community Leadership Award. The
Wendts have been dynamic and generous fig-
ures in Sonoma County, and the wisdom and
guidance they bring to philanthropic endeavors
has been a boon to the community.

HONORING HOLLY AND HENRY
WENDT

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today with my colleague Rep-
resentative WOOLSEY to congratulate Holly and
Henry Wendt, who are being honored by
Healthcare Foundation Northern Sonoma
County with the first annual Wetzel Commu-
nity Leadership Award. They are being recog-
nized for their contributions to life in Sonoma
County and their philanthropic leadership on
behalf of numerous local causes and organi-
zations.

Henry and Holly have been fixtures in
Sonoma County for many years, where until
recently they owned the highly regarded
Quivira Vineyards. Mr. Wendt, formerly the
CEO of SmithKline Beecham, spent four dec-
ades working in the pharmaceutical and health
care industry, and he remains active on the
boards of several major corporations.

Together, the Wendts have given greatly to
the community in Sonoma County, particularly
in the fields of education and health care.
They offered their substantial resources to
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Healdsburg High School to renovate and ex-
pand the Holly and Henry Wendt Library. In
addition, their work with the Pediatric Dental
Initiative, for which Mr. Wendt serves on the
advisory board, has progressed the work of
the soon to be opened Redwood Empire Sur-
gery Center. This facility will bring the highest
quality dental care to youngsters in coastal
northern California.

Mr. Wendt has given generously with his
time and deep knowledge of health care to fa-
cilitate the work of Healthcare Foundation
Northern Sonoma County. His substantial
leadership gift helped ensure that the
Healdsburg District Hospital campaign was
successful and the hospital remains an out-
standing health care provider. Further, he has
been instrumental in the success of the Com-
munity Foundation Sonoma County. Having
served multiple terms as chairman of the
board, he provided superb guidance and ex-
perience to help the foundation expand its re-
sources and reach, and he remains a member
of the leadership board.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, at this
time it is appropriate that we congratulate
Holly and Henry Wendt, who are receiving the
Wetzel Community Leadership Award. The
Wendts have been dynamic and generous fig-
ures in Sonoma County, and the wisdom and
guidance they bring to philanthropic endeavors
has been a boon to the community.

———

A TRIBUTE TO JAMES P.
FREELAND

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 5, 2007

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute and honor James P. Freeland.
James was born January 7, 1940, in Durham,
NC, to Willie and Annie Freeland. The young-
est of six children, at age 11 he was selected
as one of the Red Feather Poster Kids for the
United Way Campaign representing the John
Avery Boys Club for the city of Durham. He
graduated high school in 1958 and was later
employed by a local supermarket for 7 years
as the assistant butcher.

James joined the U.S. Air Force in January
1962. He received an honorable discharge in
1966 and 3 years later moved to Brooklyn,
New York, in May 1969. In February 1970,
James obtained employment with the New
York Telephone Company where he worked
as a service technician and assistant man-
ager. In September 1999, he retired from
Verizon Communications after 29 years of
dedicated service.

James joined New Canaan Baptist Church,
the same year he married Gennie Chennault.
In 1980, their daughter Jamelia was born. He
is a member of the mass choir and the North
Carolina Club. James also serves as the
Men’s Day chairman and president of the
Building Fund Committee. In addition, he sings
with the male choir and is a member of the
trustee board, the Missionary Disciples Out-
reach Ministry and donates his time as a Sun-
day school teacher.

Madam Speaker, | would like to recognize
James P. Freeland for his huge heart and
generous spirit. He is a man who has a great
sense of humor and who is always willing to
lend a helping hand.
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