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Additionally, automated external
defibrillators are easy for even bystanders to
operate and are highly effective in restoring a
normal heart rhythm if used within minutes
after the onset of sudden cardiac arrest. Com-
munities with comprehensive AED programs
have achieved survival rates of over 40 per-
cent.

| am proud to have sponsored the New York
State law that required public schools to have
at least one such device on school grounds.
As a State Senator, | worked with State As-
semblyman Harvey Weisenberg to advance
this initiative after a young man from his area,
on Long Island, by the name of Louis
Acompora died from a blunt impact to the
chest while playing lacrosse. Had an AED
been available at the time, his life might have
been saved. Thankfully, our efforts have
helped to save over 35 lives in New York
State in the five years since the law’s enact-
ment.

The American Heart Association, the Amer-
ican Red Cross, and the National Safety
Council are preparing related public aware-
ness and training campaigns to be held during
the first week of June, and | am pleased to
support this bill as a framework for their ef-
forts.

This resolution will help us to save lives
across the country and combat heart disease
at the community level. | urge my colleagues
to join myself and Mr. BOREN in supporting H.
Con. Res. 215.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
DaAvis) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 215, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution, as amended, was
agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

NATIONAL FIRE FIGHTER
APPRECIATION DAY

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 695) expressing
the support for designation of a ‘“‘Na-
tional Fire Fighter Appreciation Day’’
to honor and celebrate the firefighters
of the United States, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 695

Whereas there are more than 1,100,000 fire
fighters in the United States;

Whereas approximately 75 percent of all
fire fighters in the United States are volun-
teers who receive little or no compensation
for their heroic work;

Whereas there are more than 30,000 fire de-
partments in the United States;

Whereas thousands of fire fighters have
died in the line of duty since the date that
Benjamin Franklin founded the first volun-
teer fire department in 1735;
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Whereas 346 fire fighters and emergency
personnel died while responding to the ter-
rorist attacks that occurred on September
11, 2001;

Whereas fire fighters respond to more than
20,000,000 calls during a typical year;

Whereas fire fighters also provide emer-
gency medical services, hazardous materials
response, special rescue response, terrorism
response, and life safety education;

Whereas, in 1922, President Harding first
declared a Fire Prevention Week, and it is
appropriate to continue this tradition by
supporting the designation of a National
Fire Fighter Appreciation Day: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives supports the designation of a ‘‘National
Fire Fighter Appreciation Day’’ to honor and
celebrate the fire fighters of the United
States.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentleman
from California (Mr. IsSsA) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

As a member of the House Oversight
and Government Reform Committee, I
am pleased to join my colleagues in
support of this resolution to support
the goals of National Fire Fighter Ap-
preciation Day. H. Res. 695, as amend-
ed, was introduced on October 1, 2007,
by Representative JOHN CAMPBELL. On
November 8, 2007, the committee re-
ported the bill amended by voice vote.

H. Res. 695 ensures that a day of rec-
ognition is granted to the courageous
firefighters of the United States, who
put their lives at risk in order to guar-
antee the safety of our citizens. Over
the last few months as emergencies
across this country have been declared
and millions have been evacuated from
their homes, our Nation’s firefighters
have rushed to serve and protect those
whose lives and livelihoods were in
jeopardy. It is important to commemo-
rate their great efforts and service
with a day of honor.

So I commend my colleague for spon-
soring this measure and urge its swift
passage.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

I join with my colleagues in sup-
porting National Fire Fighter Appre-
ciation Day. This year, particularly as
a Californian, it is appropriate that
this was authored by a Californian and
that I have the opportunity to person-
ally thank the men and women who
saved lives and property in California
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just a month and a half ago. But, of
course, firefighters do that every day
throughout the country, not just in
wildfires that consume hundreds of
thousands of acres.

Interestingly enough, firefighters
also carry automatic external
defibrillators and save lives every day.
Firefighters are not just people who
put out fires. They are people who
train in the prevention of fire. They
are people who train in emergency pro-
cedures that save lives. They are peo-
ple who answer to so many calls in our
community.

The fact is on 9/11 we understood that
firefighters go in the direction where
anyone, anyone, should be running
from and they do so with no regard for
their own safety. They do so because
that is what a firefighter’s job is. Fire-
fighters do not shy away from riots.
They do not shy away from the worst
inferno, and they do not shy away from
earthquakes in my home State and
other disasters. In fact, the term
“American hero’ is best attributed to
the men and women who every day
train to go into fires to find and re-
trieve people and, in fact, not to leave
the site until all life has been preserved
and all property, to the best of their
ability, has also been maintained.

Mr. Speaker, I join with my col-
leagues in recognizing the heroism not
just in California 2 months ago but, in
fact, throughout the country of our
firefighters and urge support and pas-
sage of National Fire Fighter Apprecia-
tion Day.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

O 1415

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great pleasure that I yield 10 minutes
to the gentlelady from Michigan, Mrs.
CANDICE MILLER.

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. I thank
the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I certainly rise in very
strong support of this resolution to
honor and to celebrate America’s fire-
fighters.

Wherever and whatever the danger,
every American knows that America’s
firefighters are just moments away
from coming to their rescue, putting
their lives on the line to save and pro-
tect others in their communities. And
no one will ever forget the very vivid
example of the bravery of our fire-
fighters that was exhibited on Sep-
tember 11, 2001.

On that horrific day, as thousands
were fleeing for their lives and running
from buildings, we witnessed fire-
fighters actually running towards the
danger. As others were running away
from the danger, which is a natural
human instinct, the firefighters and
first responders were running towards
the danger and running into these
buildings. And they did this knowing
that many would most likely not come
out. But these brave men and women
are professionals who understood that
it was their duty to protect their fel-
low citizens, and they did so. Their
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brave actions on that day no doubt
saved countless lives, and through
those actions they earned the gratitude
of those who were saved and the re-
spect of the entire world.

Throughout this country, firefighters
perform similar acts of heroism every
day. And although we can never prop-
erly repay them for their dedicated
service to our communities, we should
take action to honor them for their
hard work, their bravery and their
dedication. Firefighters should never
doubt that they have the eternal grati-
tude and respect of the American peo-
ple that they serve so faithfully.

The establishment of a National
Firefighter Appreciation Day will help
remind everyone of the tremendous
work that our firefighters do each and
every day, and we should take the time
to recognize those efforts.

Mr. Speaker, they prevent tragedies
from happening, they respond instantly
when tragedies occur, and they help
pick up the pieces in tragedy’s after-
math. They are there to help in some
of the worst times in people’s lives,
guiding them through with their brave
helping hands.

I certainly appreciate the work of the
sponsors of this bill in bringing it to
the floor. And I urge all of my col-
leagues to support the adoption of this
important resolution so that we, the
assembled Representatives of the
American citizens, can show America’s
firefighters the support of a grateful
Nation.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
urge passage of this legislation and
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
DAvIsS) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 695, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

The title was amended so as to read:
“Resolution expressing the support of
the House of Representatives for the
designation of a National Fire Fighter
Appreciation Day to honor and cele-
brate the fire fighters of the United
States.”’.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

SPECIAL POSTAGE STAMP FOR
BREAST CANCER RESEARCH EX-
TENSION

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
Senate bill (S. 597) to extend the spe-
cial postage stamp for breast cancer re-
search for 4 years, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the Senate
bill.

The text of the Senate bill is as fol-
lows:
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S. 597

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY.

Section 414(h) of title 39, United States
Code, is amended by striking ‘2007 and in-
serting ‘‘2011”’.

SEC. 2. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.

The National Institutes of Health and the
Department of Defense shall each submit to
Congress and the Government Account-
ability Office an annual report concerning
the use of any amounts that it received
under section 414(c) of title 39, United States
Code, including a description of any signifi-
cant advances or accomplishments, during
the year covered by the report, that were
funded, in whole or in part, with such
amounts.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentleman
from California (Mr. IssA) will each
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
now it is my pleasure to yield such
time as he might consume to the au-
thor of this legislation, Representative
CLAY from Missouri.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I want to
thank my colleague from Illinois (Mr.
DAVIS) for yielding the time and for his
leadership on the subcommittee with
this piece of legislation.

S. 597, as amended, ensures greater
accountability by requiring that the
NIH and DOD issue annual reports to
Congress detailing how proceeds from
the breast cancer research stamp are
allocated. In addition, the bill extends
reauthorization of the breast cancer re-
search stamp until 2011.

I am grateful to Senator FEINSTEIN
for agreeing to this change. Now the
Senate version of the breast cancer
semipostal will be identical to the
measure I sponsored, H.R. 1236, which
was unanimously passed by the House
on October 30, 2007.

Unlike many programs that are not
reauthorized timely but continue to
operate, the breast cancer research
stamp must be reauthorized or the U.S.
Postal Service will discontinue selling
the stamp. In fact, the Postal Service
was forced to take this stamp off sale
for 26 days in 2004 because the Senate
did not act in time.

Amid constituent concerns of stamp
sales being halted, I contacted the
Postmaster General of the U.S. Postal
Service to ensure that sales would con-
tinue. I was assured that the stamp
would not be removed from shelves;
however, the Senate must pass this bill
by December 31.
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Mr. Speaker, let me again thank all
of the breast cancer organizations, the
Postal Service, and my colleagues in
the House and Senate for their support.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
supporting swift passage of S. 597, as
amended.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I join happily
with the gentleman from Missouri and
my own home State Senator, Senator
FEINSTEIN, in urging immediate pas-
sage of this renewal.

This extension is not only critical,
but it comes at a time when those of us
on this House floor are still remem-
bering the recent loss of Congress-
woman Jo Ann Davis. Yes, in fact,
today could be considered to be Con-
gresswoman Jo Ann Davis’ Breast Can-
cer Awareness Day because it’s not just
the statistic of 180,000 people, mostly
women, getting breast cancer or 40,000
dying, it’s a friend and a colleague who
fought valiantly through not only this
Congress but the previous Congress,
and almost, but did not, win against
this dreaded disease.

Breast Cancer Awareness stamps are
not about the $54 million raised, al-
though that goes a long way towards
adding to the research pool. It’s about
the countless millions of people who
receive a stamp that sends a message
that reminds them to get that avail-
able mammogram, to, in fact, do a self-
test, to be aware of lumps, to be aware
of the possibility of this terrible and
invasive disease taking the life of their
wife, their daughter, their mother. So,
I join again in urging passage of this.

And I might take a personal liberty
that you don’t often see on the House
floor. My opponent in my last race and,
God willing, my opponent in this race,
Jeeni Criscenzo, is presently fighting
cancer. I saw her yesterday in Cali-
fornia dealing with the effects of
chemo. Her detection was relatively
early; she has a good chance. But it’s
things like this that the House does
that sometimes gets criticized as not
substantial legislation that hopefully
will save women like my opponent and
friend, Jeeni Criscenzo, from the kind
of terrible tragedy that befell Jo Ann
Davis and so many other women last
year.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I certainly join with my
colleague from California in extolling
the legacy of Representative Jo Ann
Davis, who served with us on the Over-
sight and Government Reform Com-
mittee.

Mr. Speaker, S. 597, as amended, now
mirrors the House version of the Breast
Cancer Semipostal measure which was
unanimously passed by this body on
October 30, 2007.

The House version, H.R. 1236, which
was sponsored by representative WIL-
LIAM LAcCY CLAY, reauthorizes the sale
of the breast cancer stamp for an addi-
tional 4 years from 2007 to 2011. The bill
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