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and most advanced generation of air craft car-
rier, to lead the U.S. Navy into the 21st cen-
tury.

Mr. Speaker, the voyage of the “Great
White Fleet” has proven to be a pivotal event
in the history of this great Nation. While im-
pacting the entire United States, the impres-
sion of the “Great White Fleet” can be most
felt in Hampton Roads, Virginia. In addition to
being home to one of the Nation’s most impor-
tant shipbuilding facilities at Newport News,
the world’s largest naval base is located just
across the Hampton Roads in Norfolk, Vir-
ginia. The citizens of Hampton Roads should
feel very proud about the role of our region in
one of the most important nautical voyages in
American history. | urge my colleagues to sup-
port this important concurrent resolution.

Mrs. DRAKE. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas. I yield back
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Kansas (Mrs.
Boypa) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 261.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 7, 2007.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, House of Representatives, The Capitol,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 7, 2007, at 3:39 p.m.:

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 4252.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
LORRAINE C. MILLER,
Clerk of the House.

——
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FAIR TREATMENT FOR
EXPERIENCED PILOTS ACT

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 4343) to amend title 49, United
States Code, to modify age standards
for pilots engaged in commercial avia-
tion operations.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4343

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Fair Treat-

ment for Experienced Pilots Act”.
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SEC. 2. AGE STANDARDS FOR PILOTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 447 of title 49,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“§44729. Age standards for pilots

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the limita-
tion in subsection (c), a pilot may serve in
multicrew covered operations until attaining
65 years of age.

“(b) COVERED OPERATIONS DEFINED.—In
this section, the term ‘covered operations’
means operations under part 121 of title 14,
Code of Federal Regulations.

‘“(c) LIMITATION  FOR
FLIGHTS.—

‘(1) APPLICABILITY OF ICAO STANDARD.—A
pilot who has attained 60 years of age may
serve as pilot-in-command in covered oper-
ations between the United States and an-
other country only if there is another pilot
in the flight deck crew who has not yet at-
tained 60 years of age.

‘“(2) SUNSET OF LIMITATION.—Paragraph (1)
shall cease to be effective on such date as the
Convention on International Civil Aviation
provides that a pilot who has attained 60
years of age may serve as pilot-in-command
in international commercial operations
without regard to whether there is another
pilot in the flight deck crew who has not at-
tained age 60.

‘“(d) SUNSET OF AGE 60 RETIREMENT RULE.—
On and after the date of enactment of this
section, section 121.383(c) of title 14, Code of
Federal Regulations, shall cease to be effec-
tive.

‘‘(e) APPLICABILITY.—

‘(1) NONRETROACTIVITY.—NoO person who
has attained 60 years of age before the date
of enactment of this section may serve as a
pilot for an air carrier engaged in covered
operations unless—

‘“(A) such person is in the employment of
that air carrier in such operations on such
date of enactment as a required flight deck
crew member; or

‘“(B) such person is newly hired by an air
carrier as a pilot on or after such date of en-
actment without credit for prior seniority or
prior longevity for benefits or other terms
related to length of service prior to the date
of rehire under any labor agreement or em-
ployment policies of the air carrier.

¢(2) PROTECTION FOR COMPLIANCE.—An ac-
tion taken in conformance with this section,
taken in conformance with a regulation
issued to carry out this section, or taken
prior to the date of enactment of this section
in conformance with section 121.383(c) of
title 14, Code of Federal Regulations (as in
effect before such date of enactment), may
not serve as a basis for liability or relief in
a proceeding, brought under any employ-
ment law or regulation, before any court or
agency of the United States or of any State
or locality.

“(f) AMENDMENTS TO LABOR AGREEMENTS
AND BENEFIT PLANS.—Any amendment to a
labor agreement or benefit plan of an air car-
rier that is required to conform with the re-
quirements of this section or a regulation
issued to carry out this section, and is appli-
cable to pilots represented for collective bar-
gaining, shall be made by agreement of the
air carrier and the designated bargaining
representative of the pilots of the air carrier.

‘‘(g) MEDICAL STANDARDS AND RECORDS.—

‘(1) MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS AND STAND-
ARDS.—Except as provided by paragraph (2),
a person serving as a pilot for an air carrier
engaged in covered operations shall not be
subject to different medical standards, or
different, greater, or more frequent medical
examinations, on account of age unless the
Secretary determines (based on data re-
ceived or studies published after the date of
enactment of this section) that different
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medical standards, or different, greater, or
more frequent medical examinations, are
needed to ensure an adequate level of safety
in flight.

*“(2) DURATION OF FIRST-CLASS MEDICAL CER-
TIFICATE.—No person who has attained 60
years of age may serve as a pilot of an air
carrier engaged in covered operations unless
the person has a first-class medical certifi-
cate. Such a certificate shall expire on the
last day of the 6-month period following the
date of examination shown on the certifi-
cate.

“(h) SAFETY.—

‘(1) TRAINING.—Each air carrier engaged in
covered operations shall continue to use
pilot training and qualification programs ap-
proved by the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion, with specific emphasis on initial and
recurrent training and qualification of pilots
who have attained 60 years of age, to ensure
continued acceptable levels of pilot skill and
judgment.

‘(2) LINE EVALUATIONS.—Not later than 6
months after the date of enactment of this
section, and every 6 months thereafter, an
air carrier engaged in covered operations
shall evaluate the performance of each pilot
of the air carrier who has attained 60 years
of age through a line check of such pilot.
Notwithstanding the preceding sentence, an
air carrier shall not be required to conduct
for a 6-month period a line check under this
paragraph of a pilot serving as second-in-
command if the pilot has undergone a regu-
larly scheduled simulator evaluation during
that period.

“(3) GAO REPORT.—Not later than 24
months after the date of enactment of this
section, the Comptroller General shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate a
report concerning the effect, if any, on avia-
tion safety of the modification to pilot age
standards made by subsection (a).”’.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis
for chapter 447 of title 49, United States
Code, is amended by adding at the end the
following:
¢‘44729. Age standards for pilots.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. OBERSTAR) and the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. PETRI)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Minnesota.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks on the
pending bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Minnesota?

There was no objection.

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation will
raise the retirement age for commer-
cial airline pilots from age 60 to age 65.
For more than three generations, pi-
lots have been required to retire from
commercial aviation when they reach
age 60. There have been a number of
changes in both the medical condition,
the medical examination of pilots, re-
curring, more intensive medical re-
views, that argue for a longer period of
time for the age of retirement of com-
mercial pilots. There have been
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