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a Senator from the State of Rhode Island, to
perform the duties of the Chair.
ROBERT C. BYRD,
President pro tempore.
Mr. WHITEHOUSE thereupon as-
sumed the chair as Acting President
pro tempore.

————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

———

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR—S. 2436, S. 2440, S. 2441

Mr. REID. Mr. President, there are
three bills at the desk due for a second
reading en bloc.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will read the bills by
title for the second time en bloc.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A Dbill (S. 2436) to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to clarify the term of the
Commissioner of Internal Revenue.

A Dbill (S. 2440) to amend the Foreign Intel-
ligence Surveillance Act of 1978, to mod-
ernize and streamline the provisions of that
Act, and for other purposes.

A Dbill (S. 2441) to amend the Foreign Intel-
ligence Surveillance Act of 1978, to mod-
ernize and streamline the provisions of that
Act, and for other purposes.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I object to
any further proceedings with respect to
these bills.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection is heard. The bills will
be placed on the calendar.

———

SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, we will be
in a period of morning business for 1
hour, with the time equally divided as
usual, with the Republicans controlling
the first half and the majority control-
ling the final half.

Following morning business, the Sen-
ate will resume consideration of the
farm bill. There has been tremendously
good movement on that. All the Repub-
lican amendments have been offered.
Five Democratic amendments have
been offered. We are going to set up a
program for voting on these.

For example, some of the most con-
troversial, the one we thought would
be controversial that Senator DOMENICI
has offered regarding the renewable
fuel program, I think probably we can
take that. So I think progress can be
made.

We have Senator COBURN who has of-
fered a number of amendments. Sen-
ator GREGG has offered a number of
amendments. But we can set up a vot-
ing schedule for those. I think we have
every indication that we can complete
this bill before we leave and hopefully
have it go to conference.

I have spoken to the Republican lead-
er about the conference. We have an
idea of how we can do a conference in
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this instance. While in some others it
could not be done, I think in this in-
stance there is a way we can have a
real conference. I hope that is the case.

Under an order entered last night,
the Senate will debate the Lugar-Lau-
tenberg amendment for 3 hours. The
vote in relation to that will occur
sometime after the Senate returns
from the caucus recess period today.
That will be the first vote today. There
could be other votes this afternoon. I
will talk to the Republican leader
about that. If we cannot schedule more
votes this afternoon, we will schedule a
load of them in the morning.

A lot of work remains to be done.
Members can expect long days as we
continue to work toward Christmas,
which is 2 weeks from today.

The Senate will recess for the caucus
lunch period from 12:30 to 2:15 p.m.

During the next 10 days, we have a
lot of work to do. As I have indicated,
we are going to try to finish the farm
bill. We are going to try to make a sig-
nificant effort to try to complete our
intelligence legislation. We have the
AMT which is still pending. Although
we have passed it here, we understand
the House is going to give us some-
thing dealing with that. We have to do
our work on that.

We have energy legislation. We are
trying to work through that, and we
also have our spending. I have had a
conversation with the Republican lead-
er this morning on that, and while
things do not appear as hopeful as I
wish, I am kind of reminded of Presi-
dent Lincoln. If you go to the Lincoln
Memorial, you see on the wall the
carved words of his second inaugural
address, which is so prophetic and so
strong, where he talks about both sides
are praying to the same God, praying
for different results.

You know, I, of course, am confident
we are trying to do the right thing on
the farm bill, FISA, alternative min-
imum tax, our spending programs, but
I am realistic enough to know there is
hopefully some way in between to work
all this out. Even though we are all
hopeful that our side is right, I have
come over the years to learn there is
usually some way of working through
these things, although this is pretty
difficult duty we have now to complete
our work in the next few days. I hope
we can do that.

As the end of 2007 continues to draw
near, we have, as I have indicated, a
tremendously busy work period ahead
of us. We hope to complete action on
the appropriations process which will
require the White House, along with
House and Senate Republicans, to be
responsible and reasonable in the pur-
suit of common ground.

We will work to complete the Energy
bill with the bipartisan compromise
that will take our country toward
lower energy prices for consumers and
a cleaner environment.

We will work to complete FISA legis-
lation to ensure that we have the tools
to fight terrorism with fair and, yes,
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constitutional tools, and pass legisla-
tion that will fund this Government.
We know we are going to have to do a
very short CR, continuing resolution,
to keep the Government open. Hope-
fully that will be for a matter of days
and certainly not multiple weeks.

I look forward to some bipartisan
progress. I hope that can be done.

———

DESTRUCTION OF CIA TORTURE
TAPES

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I wish to
speak this morning about another issue
that concerns not just Democrats but
members of both parties and our entire
country. It is often said that a man has
nothing but his reputation, his honor,
and his integrity. I believe that to be
the case. This is true not just for men
but for countries.

In a thousand years, in a hundred
years, when historians write the story
of these early days of America, they
will, of course, write about our great
cities, our military and, of course, our
economy. But the real story will be of
a young Nation, unique among its glob-
al peers, because it has stood for lib-
erty and justice, not just with words
but with deeds. The true measure of
America is our moral authority. Over
the past 7 years, that authority has
been significantly damaged: the war in
Iraq that did not have to be waged; a
CIA agent exposed to harm for telling
the truth, Valerie Plame; a Justice De-
partment in shambles with Attorney
General Gonzales; the treatment of
prisoners held up to no standard except
the daily whims of a few people, Abu
Ghraib, water torture. But now the
word is that the CIA destroyed tapes
from some of these interrogations. It
has been acknowledged that the inter-
rogations were by using water torture,
something that originated in 1492 by
Queen Isabella and King Ferdinand in
the Inquisition. Here it is hundreds and
hundreds of years later, and great
America has reverted to what took
place in the Inquisition.

The damage to our moral authority
will matter to history books, but, more
importantly, it matters right now. It
puts our troops at greater risk if cap-
tured, impairs our relationship with
nations that ought to be our allies, it
impedes our ability to fight an effec-
tive war on terror, it creates terrorists.

This latest news of destroyed tapes
raises far more questions than we have
answers. For example, who is respon-
sible for destroying these tapes? Why?
Was something being covered up? The
possibility of obstruction of justice is
very real. The American people deserve
a full accounting for what took place
and answers for all of these questions.

Will that eradicate what has gone on
over the last 7 years? Of course not.
But it will help. Chairman ROCKE-
FELLER has launched an investigation
in the Senate Intelligence Committee.
I am happy that the Intelligence Com-
mittee has been working on a bipar-
tisan basis. That is good. Senator BOND
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