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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Ms. STABENOW. Reserving the right
to object, as my colleague knows, we
all agree we need to stop the tax in-
creases on middle America. We are
committed to that. At this time, on be-
half of the majority leader, I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I am
disappointed, and I think the American
people are going to be disappointed if
we don’t deal with the alternative min-
imum tax, which, of course, was tar-
geted at the ‘‘rich” when it was passed
but which now affects 6 million tax-
payers and which, if we don’t act, will
affect 23 million middle-class taxpayers
next year.

My distinguished colleague didn’t
mention the capital gains and divi-
dends tax relief, which has been so im-
portant as a stimulus to the economy,
which has resulted in 50 months of un-
interrupted job growth since we passed
that legislation. I hope we will con-
tinue to work on that.

Unfortunately, given the compres-
sion of time due to the squandering of
opportunities earlier this year to act
on this important legislation, I am
afraid we are not going to get it done
before we break for Christmas. The IRS
is going to have to send out notices to
many new taxpayers of their increased
tax bill under this AMT, unless we act
promptly.

I yield the floor and yield back the
remainder of my time.

——

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

FARM, NUTRITION, AND
BIOENERGY ACT OF 2007

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume conversation on H.R. 2419, which
the clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 2419) to provide for the con-
tinuation of agricultural programs through
fiscal year 2012, and for other purposes.

Pending:

Harkin amendment No. 3500, in the nature
of a substitute.

Harkin (for Dorgan-Grassley) modified
amendment No. 3695 (to amendment No.
3500), to strengthen payment limitations and
direct the savings to increase funding for
certain programs.

Brown amendment No. 3819 (to amendment
No. 3500), to increase funding for critical
farm bill programs and improve crop insur-
ance.

Klobuchar amendment No. 3810 (to amend-
ment No. 3500), to improve the adjusted gross
income limitation and use the savings to
provide additional funding for certain pro-
grams and reduce the Federal deficit.

Chambliss (for Cornyn) amendment No.
3687 (to amendment No. 3500), to prevent du-
plicative payments for agricultural disaster
assistance already covered by the Agricul-
tural Disaster Relief Trust Fund.
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Chambliss (for Coburn) amendment No.
3807 (to amendment No. 3500), to ensure the
priority of the farm bill remains farmers by
eliminating wasteful Department of Agri-
culture spending on casinos, golf courses,
junkets, cheese centers, and aging barns.

Chambliss (for Coburn) amendment No0.3530
(to amendment No. 3500), to limit the dis-
tribution to deceased individuals, and es-
tates of those individuals, of certain agricul-
tural payments.

Chambliss (for Coburn) amendment No.
3632 (to amendment No. 3500), to modify a
provision relating to the Environmental
Quality Incentive Program.

Salazar amendment No. 3616 (to amend-
ment No. 3500), to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide incentives for
the production of all cellulosic biofuels.

Thune (for McConnell) amendment No. 3821
(to amendment No. 3500), to promote the nu-
tritional health of school children, with an
offset.

Craig amendment No. 3640 (to amendment
No. 3500), to prohibit the involuntary acqui-
sition of farmland and grazing land by Fed-
eral, State, and local governments for parks,
open space, or similar purposes.

Thune (for Roberts-Brownback) amend-
ment No. 3549 (to amendment No. 3500), to
modify a provision relating to regulations.

Domenici amendment No. 3614 (to amend-
ment No. 3500), to reduce our Nation’s de-
pendency on foreign oil by investing in
clean, renewable, and alternative energy re-
sources.

Thune (for Gregg) amendment No. 3674 (to
amendment No. 3500), to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to exclude charges of
indebtedness on principal residences from
gross income.

Thune (for Gregg) amendment No. 3673 (to
amendment No. 3500), to improve women’s
access to health care services in rural areas
and provide improved medical care by reduc-
ing the excessive burden the liability system
places on the delivery of obstetrical and gyn-
ecological services.

Thune (for Gregg) amendment No. 3671 (to
amendment No. 3500), to strike the section
requiring the establishment of a Farm and
Ranch Stress Assistance Network.

Thune (for Gregg) amendment No. 3672 (to
amendment No. 3500), to strike a provision
relating to market loss assistance for aspar-
agus producers.

Thune (for Gregg) amendment No. 3822 (to
amendment No. 3500), to provide nearly
$1,000,000,000 in critical home heating assist-
ance to low-income families and senior citi-
zens for the 2007-2008 winter season and re-
duce the Federal deficit by eliminating
wasteful farm subsidies.

Thune (for Grassley/Kohl) amendment No.
3823 (to amendment No. 3500), to provide for
the review of agricultural mergers and acqui-
sitions by the Department of Justice.

Thune (for Sessions) amendment No. 3596
(to amendment No. 3500), to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to establish a pilot
program under which agricultural producers
may establish and contribute to tax-exempt
farm savings accounts in lieu of obtaining
federally subsidized crop insurance or non-
insured crop assistance, to provide for con-
tributions to such accounts by the Secretary
of Agriculture, to specify the situations in
which amounts may be paid to producers
from such accounts, and to limit the total
amount of such distributions to a producer
during a taxable year.

Thune (for Stevens) amendment No. 3569
(to amendment No. 3500), to make commer-
cial fishermen eligible for certain operating
loans.

Thune (for Alexander) amendment No. 3551
(to amendment No. 3500), to increase funding
for the Initiative for Future Agriculture and
Food Systems, with an offset.
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Thune (for Alexander) amendment No. 3553
(to amendment No. 3500), to limit the tax
credit for small wind energy property ex-
penditures to property placed in service in
connection with a farm or rural small busi-
ness.

Thune (for Bond) amendment No. 3771 (to
amendment No. 3500), to amend title 7,
United States Code, to include provisions re-
lating to rulemaking.

Salazar (for Durbin) amendment No. 3539
(to amendment No. 3500), to provide a termi-
nation date for the conduct of certain inspec-
tions and the issuance of certain regulations.

Tester amendment No. 3666 (to amendment
No. 3500), to modify the provision relating to
unlawful practices under the Packers and
Stockyards Act.

Schumer amendment No. 3720 (to amend-
ment No. 3500), to improve crop insurance
and use resulting savings to increase funding
for certain conservation programs.

Gregg amendment No. 3825 (to amendment
No. 3673), to change the enactment date.

Sanders amendment No. 3826 (to amend-
ment No. 3822), to provide for payments
under subsections (a) through (e) of section
2604 of the Low-Income Home Energy Assist-
ance Act of 1981, and restore supplemental
agricultural disaster assistance from the Ag-
ricultural Disaster Relief Trust Fund.

Wyden amendment No. 3736 (to amendment
No. 3500), to modify a provision relating to
bioenergy crop transition assistance.

Harkin-Kennedy Amendment 3830 (to
amendment No. 3500), relative to public safe-
ty officers.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to speak for 5 min-
utes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

AMENDMENT NO. 3671

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I
wish to speak in support of a provision
in the bill that the amendment before
us is going to strike, the Farm and
Ranch Stress Assistance Network,
which is included in the underlying bill
of the Agriculture Committee.

This network is a critical service to
help American families, particularly
rural families. I oppose the amendment
offered by the senior Senator from New
Hampshire that would strike this
measure.

Without a doubt, farmers and ranch-
ers face unique challenges in providing
food and fuel for this country. Farming
is one of the most stressful and dan-
gerous occupations in the TUnited
States. There are environmental, cul-
tural, and economic factors that put
farmers and ranchers at a higher risk
for mental health problems.

Stress in agriculture contributes to
rates of depression and suicide that are
double the national average. This is
true even in good times for farmers. As
a farmer myself, this troubles me.

It also concerns me when rural resi-
dents, especially those involved in ag-
riculture, are disproportionately rep-
resented among the uninsured of the
United States. One-third of the agricul-
tural population lacks health insur-
ance coverage for behavioral health
conditions. With the rising cost of
health care and many farmers and
ranchers in business on their own, the
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