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many union brothers and sisters, Dan contin-
ued his work with the union. In addition to his
membership in the UAW, he also joined the
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers
in 1956.

In 1983 Dan was named chairman of the
UAW Retirees for the Alpena International
Council. As chairman, he organized presen-
tations on a monthly basis for his fellow retir-
ees that ranged from elected officials to
speeches about prescription drugs and Medi-
care.

Dan was later named chairman of the UAW
Region 1-D retirees, serving members from
sixty-two counties. He was also a board mem-
ber of the UAW statewide coordinating com-
mittee for the Democratic Party.

In addition to his union activities, Dan Benac
was instrumental in forming the Montmorency
County Democratic Party, and served as
chairman for many years. While he is no
longer chairman, he remains active in the
Party.

Dan Benac was a board member of the Na-
tional Council for Senior Citizens and was
nominated Senior of the Year in Region 4 in
1995 and 2003. He is also a member of other
organizations including the Shrine Club, Dis-
abled American Veterans, American Legion,
and Masons. He was also chairman of the
Michigan ~ Veterans  Trust  Fund  for
Montmorency County.

Madam Speaker, Dan Benac’s activities are
amazing for a person of any age but as an
eight-five year old his many activities are ex-
ceptionally admirable. Dan and Geraldine
have been great assets to their family, their
fellow workers, and their community, as well
as good friends of mine. On January 4, 2008,
family and friends will gather for a well de-
served and final retirement party for Daniel
Benac at the Addison Oaks Conference Cen-
ter in Leonard, Michigan.

Today, as Dan prepares to enter a well de-
served retirement, | offer him, his wife Geral-
dine, his three children, eight grandchildren
and fourteen great-grandchildren all the best
for the future. | would ask, Madam Speaker,
that you and the entire U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives join me in thanking Dan Benac
for his service to the Montmorency community
and commending him for the many years he
has spent his life in service to others.

——

A TRIBUTE TO JOHN EDWARD
HUTCHINSON

HON. TIM MURPHY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2007

Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to recognize the career
of John Edward “Hutch” Hutchinson. Hutch
has served as the Greensburg Fire Chief in
Greensburg, Pennsylvania, for the past 55
years.

The position of fire chief in Greensburg is
an elected office. Since 1952, the residents of
the community have resoundingly affirmed
they appreciate Hutch’s dedication to the job
by reelecting him.

Since taking office, Hutch has made count-
less improvements to the department. His fire-
fighters are all volunteers, highly trained and
specialized. Hutch has developed a dive team,
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a swift water rescue, large foam and vent op-
erations, a bloodhound team, and an air res-
cue team.

In 1997, the Greensburg Fire Department
First Responders were prepared to handle a
large community disaster, including attacks in-
volving weapons of mass destruction. Few in
1997 could have seen the value in this for-
ward-thinking for a volunteer department, yet it
is essential knowledge for all firefighters today.

Under Hutch’s leadership, the Greensburg
Fire Department has assisted with natural dis-
aster response nationwide. From helping re-
build a community playground in Alabama to
clearing trees off roads in South Carolina,
Hutch has turned the Greensburg Fire Depart-
ment into a humanitarian outlet.

Hutch takes his job beyond the walls of the
firehouse into the community. He established
health and fitness centers for the community,
firefighters, and City employees.

Hutch has developed burn prevention class-
es for the local elementary and middle
schools. He has served on the local hospital
board, the Greensburg YMCA Board, the aer-
obics center board, and the camp cadet
board.

Though he’s been in office for 55 years,

Hutch has no interest in slowing down. He
calls himself “a young kid”—and isn’'t that a
wonderful attitude? Hutch refuses to let his
age be a factor. He works out twice a day, 7
days a week, to ensure that he’s not asking
his firefighters to do anything he can’t do him-
self.

It is my great honor to recognize the long
career of John Edward “Hutch” Hutchinson, a
man who has given immeasurable amounts to
the city of Greensburg, to Pennsylvania, and
to our nation during his five and a half dec-
ades of service as fire chief.

———

INTRODUCING THE CANCER AND
TERMINAL ILLNESS PATIENT
HEALTH CARE ACT

HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2007

Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, | rise to help
working Americans stricken with cancer or
other terminal illnesses, and their families, by
introducing the Cancer and Terminal lliness
Patient Health Care Act. This act exempts
people with terminal illnesses from the em-
ployee portion of payroll taxes while they are
suffering from such illnesses or are incurring
significant medical costs associated with their
conditions. The Cancer and Terminal lliness
Patient Health Care Act also provides a pay-
roll deduction to any worker who is the pri-
mary caregiver for a spouse, parent, or child
with a terminal illness.

When stricken with cancer or another ter-
minal disease, many Americans struggle to
pay for the treatment necessary to save, or
extend, their lives. Even employees with
health insurance incur costs such as for trans-
portation to and from care centers, prescrip-
tion drugs not covered by their insurance, or
for child care while they are receiving treat-
ment. Yet, the Federal Government continues
to force these employees to pay for retirement
benefits they may never live to see!

Many Americans struggle to pay the costs
of treating children, a spouse, or a parent with
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a terminal illness. My bill also provides much
needed tax relief for those who are providing
care to a loved one with a terminal disease.

As a physician who has specialized in wom-
en’s health issues for decades, | know how
critical it is that cancer patients and others suf-
fering from terminal illnesses have the re-
sources they need to combat these illnesses.
The Cancer and Terminal lliness Patient
Health Care Act provides a realistic way to
help people suffering from cancer or other ter-
minal illnesses receive quality health care.

It is hard to think of a more compassionate
tax policy this Congress could enact than to
stop taking the resources away from working
Americans that could help them treat cancer,
AIDS, or other terrible health problems. | hope
all my colleagues will help people suffering
from terminal illnesses, and their caregivers,
by cosponsoring the Cancer and Terminal llI-
ness Patent Health Care Act.

——————

HONORING THE LIFE OF PATSY
SANDERS

HON. DAVID DAVIS

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2007

Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor the memory
and life of Patsy Marie Fitzgerald Sanders, a
resident of the First Congressional District of
Tennessee, who passed away December 12,
2007.

Patsy Sanders was a foundation to her fam-
ily and our thoughts and prayers are with her
husband of 52 years, Joe, and their daughters
Jolene, Arlene, Darlene, and son Jacky.

As a lifetime member of Hales Chapel
Christian Church, Patsy showed the love for
her family and community that would shine to
all who met her.

She was also a member of the Washington
County Commission. As a Commissioner, she
had a reputation of fairness and concern for
the advancement of her county.

Madam Speaker, | ask that the House join
me this evening in offering our sympathies to
the family and friends of Patsy Marie Fitz-
gerald Sanders. She was a dedicated mother
and an irreplaceable servant of her commu-
nity.

Her service is greatly appreciated, and she
will be deeply missed throughout Northeast
Tennessee.

———

A TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF ALICE
KATHERINE MATTOS SANDERS

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2007

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise along
with my colleague from California, Congress-
man DENNIS CARDOZA to pay tribute to the life
of Alice Katherine Mattos Sanders of Merced,
CA, who recently passed away at 110 years of
age. Mrs. Sanders was an outstanding lady
filled with energy, love and high spirits. She
leaves behind a loving family including a
daughter-in-law, six grandchildren, fourteen
great-grandchildren and twelve great-great-
grandchildren.
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A strong matriarch born in 1897, Alice immi-
grated to America from San Jorge Island in
the Azores in 1903 with her mother and broth-
ers to join her father. Samuel Mattos, Alice’s
father, was already in America working and
saving money for the family’s travels. The
Mattos family first settled in the San Francisco
Bay Area, where Alice and her family experi-
enced the legendary 1906 San Francisco
earthquake. Soon after, the Mattos family de-
cided to make their home in California’s Cen-
tral Valley in the lovely communities of Dos
Palos and then Gustine in Merced County. It
was in Gustine where Mrs. Sanders attended
high school and met her future husband Clar-
ence Leonard Sanders. They married in 1913
and moved to the State of Oregon soon after
following a job offer made to her husband.

After a few years living in Oregon, the cou-
ple and their two children, Isabel and Marvin,
returned to the Central Valley and settled in
Atwater, California in 1922. The family be-
came entrepreneurs in 1947 when they bought
a farm and began operating a dairy and al-
mond orchard. Alice worked as a seamstress
for many years for a local company called
Passadori’s and it was during these times she
befriended many people in the community who
still remember her today.

A woman described as kindhearted and
courageous, Alice took pride in raising her
children well and doing what she could to
make sure her family’s needs were met. In
1963, Alice and her husband Clarence cele-
brated their 50th wedding anniversary. A year
later, Alice would become a widow and still
continue on as a strong, independent woman
with many years to live ahead of her. As one
of the world’s oldest Portuguese women, Alice
will be remembered for her formidable spirit
and splendid character.

Alice Sanders was part of a generation that
endured incredible hardships to get to America
and build a life for themselves and their fami-
lies. Mrs. Sanders will be remembered for her
commitment to her family and community and
the lives she so graciously touched. She saw
three centuries and a world full of change; she
is a true inspiration to us all. | am honored
and humbled to join her family in celebrating
the life of an amazing woman.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. NEIL ABERCROMBIE

OF HAWAIIL
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2007

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Madam Speaker, | re-
gret that | was unable to record my vote on
rollcall No. 1155. Had | been present, | would
have voted “yea.”

——————

TRIBUTE TO JOHN FISHELL FOR 35
YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE
TO THE UNITED STATES NAVY

HON. KEN CALVERT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, December 13, 2007
Mr. CALVERT. Madam Speaker, | rise today

to honor and pay tribute to an individual
whose dedication and contributions to his
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community, the United States Navy and our
country has been exceptional. The Naval Sur-
face Warfare Center located in Corona, Cali-
fornia has been fortunate to have dynamic and
dedicated leaders and John Fishell is one of
these individuals. | am sorry that | will not be
able to attend his retirement ceremony which
will be held on Tuesday, December 18, 2007.

John began his career at Corona in 1972 as
a Missile Flight Analyst, soon after graduating
with a Bachelor of Science degree in Electrical
Engineering from the University of Texas, El
Paso. His early career involved traveling the
globe analyzing missile tests for the Navy.
John was the on-board missile analyst for the
first 22 missile tests on the USS Norton Sound
(AVM-1), the development test ship for to-
day’s state-of-the-art Aegis combat system.
Thirty-five years later, this missile system is
America’s mainstay defense system on the
Fleet of Aegis Destroyers and Cruisers. In ad-
dition to being a missile flight analyst, various
groups that John led early in his career devel-
oped several of the foundational databases
and analysis software the Navy uses to as-
sess its combat and weapon systems today.

As Associate Head of the Measurement
Science Directorate in 1993, John was ap-
pointed to coordinate all 1995 Base Re-align-
ment and Closure (BRAC) efforts at Corona.
From 1993-1995, he led the team that made
the case for Corona’s military value to the
Navy. John and his team were successful in
articulating Corona’s military value and why its
function needed to remain in Norco in order to
maintain its value to the Navy. The Navy rec-
ognized John’s leadership during the BRAC
process and awarded him the Navy Award of
Merit for Group Achievement.

Following several leadership roles at Co-
rona, John was promoted to Head of the
Measurement Science Directorate in August
1995. As director of the Navy’s top metrology
calibration directorate, he worked to signifi-
cantly increase the metrology research and
development program funding. He served as
MS director until his promotion to Corona’s top
technical director position in January 2002.

During John’s tenure as technical director,
he has overseen significant facilities improve-
ments at Corona. In 2002, the Measurement
Science and Technology Laboratory (MSTL)—
a 39,000 sq. ft. environmental laboratory—was
completed. The MSTL is a top facility that sup-
ports Navy and Marine Corps weapons and
interface gages, force and dimensional calibra-
tion standards, and electro-optics research
and development. In 2008, Corona will com-
plete the $11.5 million extension of the Joint
Warfare Assessment Laboratory, one of the
Navy’s premiere analysis labs. This 39,000
square-foot expansion significantly increases
the secure analysis workspace to 87,000
square feet and will aid the base’s primary
mission: Assessing the warfighting capability
of ships, aircraft, missiles, and weapons sys-
tems for the Navy and other Armed Forces.
John has also overseen planning for three ad-
ditional labs in the future, as part of a long-
term plan to enhance Corona’s facilities.

In addition to Corona’s facilities, John has
led many institutional transformations that
have helped Corona meet today’s demand for
its technical services, while positioning the or-
ganization to meet future requirements. In
2004, John guided Corona’s growth from four
departments to six, resulting in cost savings to
the Navy and better alignment of technical ca-
pabilities for naval programs.
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John has been instrumental in creating long-
term professional development programs at
Corona that will strengthen the organization
for years to come. Under his direction, Corona
embedded a systemic Employee Development
Program to institutionalize professional devel-
opment for future generations of Corona em-
ployees. These efforts were recognized by the
University of the Notre Dame Mendoza Col-
lege of Business’ highest recognition, The
Outstanding Leadership in Executive Edu-
cation Award. The development program has
also received international acclaim as a case
study for its proactive and innovative approach
to managing leadership development, career,
and succession planning. During John’s time
as the senior civilian, Corona has also been
recognized as one of the Top Companies to
Work For in the Inland Empire.

In addition to strengthening Corona’s work-
force, John has been a strong proponent of
being active in professional organizations. He
served as Measurement Science Conference
President and in various liaison positions for
National Conference of Standards Labora-
tories International. He was also a founding
member of the Inland Empire Chapter of the
American Society of Naval Engineers and its
Chairman from 1995-96. From 2001-2003, he
served on the National Cooperation for Lab-
oratory Accreditation Board of Directors and
has served as the Science and Technology
Education Partnership (STEP) Conference Co-
chairman since 2001 and STEP’s Vice Presi-
dent of Operations since 2003.

I've known John for many years and am sin-
cerely grateful for all the work he has done for
our Nation, our community, NSWC, Corona
and for STEP. His absence will be deeply felt
in our community. | also congratulate John for
receiving the Navy Meritorious Civilian Service
Award for exemplary service to the Naval Sur-
face Warfare Center, Corona Division. | com-
mend John for his many years of excellent
service and wish him health and happiness in
retirement.

——————

IN HONOR OF FIREFIGHTER DAVID
M. LOVING OF RICHMOND

HON. ERIC CANTOR

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2007

Mr. CANTOR. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Firefighter David M. Loving of the
Richmond, Virginia Department of Fire and
Emergency Medical Services and to congratu-
late him on receiving the National Public Safe-
ty Medal of Valor award. This award is the
highest national award for bravery by a public
safety officer and it recognizes extraordinary
valor above and beyond the call of duty.

On August 6, 2005, Firefighter Loving was
off-duty and on his way home after completing
a 24-hour shift when he came upon the scene
of a horrific traffic accident on Interstate 95. A
motor home had rear-ended an 18-wheeler
parked on the shoulder of the highway. Fire-
fighter Loving stopped to offer assistance and
was advised that there were people trapped
inside the motor home. As the motor home
filled with smoke, Firefighter Loving, without
any safety gear, climbed inside the vehicle
and was able to untangle the victim and pull
him to safety. Within minutes, the motor home
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