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think the media attempt to influence
public policies.

Fewer than one in three Americans
give the media positive rating for
‘‘keeping any personal bias out of sto-
ries, fairness, presenting and even bal-
ance of views, and presenting negative
and positive views equally.” By four-
to-one margins, Americans see the New
York Times and National Public Radio
as having a liberal bias, and by a three-
to-one margin, Americans see journal-
ists and broadcasters as having a lib-
eral bias.

We need to encourage the media to
adhere to the highest standards of
their profession. Only then can we re-
store Americans’ faith in news report-
ing.

———

A METRICS APPROACH

(Mrs. MALONEY of New York asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Madam
Speaker, when Congress considers com-
peting proposals to stimulate the econ-
omy, why not take a businesslike ap-
proach and consider the ‘‘metrics’ of
previous efforts? When the current ad-
ministration took office, the Dow
Jones Industrial Average stood at
10,587. Yesterday, it was 12,472, rep-
resenting a gain of 18 percent over 7
years. Unemployment and poverty
rates are higher. Our debt is stag-
gering. Our trade deficit is the highest
in history.

During the previous Democratic ad-
ministration, the Dow Jones Industri-
als rose 328 percent over an 8-year pe-
riod. Unemployment fell every year,
millions were lifted out of poverty, and
we achieved a budget surplus.

So this time around, ask yourself,
which model works for me? Which
model was better? I think the facts
speak for themselves.

——
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WORKING IN A BIPARTISAN MAN-
NER TO STAVE OFF IMPENDING
ECONOMIC DOWNTURN

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, one
year into a liberal Democratic major-
ity in Congress, the economy is strug-
gling. The big government policies of
the new majority are taking their toll.
High gasoline prices, the subprime
market crisis in housing and news that
inflation is at a 17-year high all de-
mand a bipartisan stimulus package in
the next 30 days. Congress must act,
and must act swiftly.

But there will be choices to make.
Democrats want an extension of unem-
ployment insurance benefits and tax
rebates. Republicans will accept re-
bates, but they also want incentives for
businesses, while avoiding tax in-
creases to offset the package.

I submit that Congress must focus
stimulus on the kind of economic stim-
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ulus that will create jobs and growth
for small business and family farmers.
The real antidote to the impending re-
cession is more money in the hands of
the wage earner and the wage payer.
This is and always has been the path-
way to prosperity in the American
economy.

I urge my colleagues to work in a bi-
partisan manner to stave off this im-
pending economic downturn in the best
interests of all of the American people.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 3524, HOPE VI IMPROVE-
MENT AND REAUTHORIZATION
ACT OF 2007

Ms. CASTOR. Madam Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 922 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 922

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 3524) to reau-
thorize the HOPE VI program for revitaliza-
tion of severely distressed public housing,
and for other purposes. The first reading of
the bill shall be dispensed with. All points of
order against consideration of the bill are
waived except those arising under clause 9 or
10 of rule XXI. General debate shall be con-
fined to the bill and shall not exceed one
hour equally divided and controlled by the
chairman and ranking minority member of
the Committee on Financial Services. After
general debate the bill shall be considered
for amendment under the five-minute rule. It
shall be in order to consider as an original
bill for the purpose of amendment under the
five-minute rule the amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute recommended by the
Committee on Financial Services now print-
ed in the bill. The committee amendment in
the nature of a substitute shall be considered
as read. All points of order against the com-
mittee amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute are waived except those arising under
clause 10 of rule XXI. Notwithstanding
clause 11 of rule XVIII, no amendment to the
committee amendment in the nature of a
substitute shall be in order except those
printed in the report of the Committee on
Rules accompanying this resolution. Each
such amendment may be offered only in the
order printed in the report, may be offered
only by a Member designated in the report,
shall be considered as read, shall be debat-
able for the time specified in the report
equally divided and controlled by the pro-
ponent and an opponent, shall not be subject
to amendment, and shall not be subject to a
demand for division of the question in the
House or in the Committee of the Whole. All
points of order against such amendments are
waived except those arising under clause 9 or
10 of rule XXI. At the conclusion of consider-
ation of the bill for amendment the Com-
mittee shall rise and report the bill to the
House with such amendments as may have
been adopted. Any Member may demand a
separate vote in the House on any amend-
ment adopted in the Committee of the Whole
to the bill or to the committee amendment
in the nature of a substitute. The previous
question shall be considered as ordered on
the bill and amendments thereto to final
passage without intervening motion except
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one motion to recommit with or without in-
structions.

SEC. 2. During consideration in the House
of H.R. 3524 pursuant to this resolution, not-
withstanding the operation of the previous
question, the Chair may postpone further
consideration of the bill to such time as may
be designated by the Speaker.

SEC. 3. House Resolution 894 is laid upon
the table.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from Florida is recognized
for 1 hour.

Ms. CASTOR. Madam Speaker, for
the purpose of debate only, I yield the
customary 30 minutes to my colleague
from the Rules Committee, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. SESSIONS). All
time yielded is for debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. CASTOR. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
be given b legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks on
House Resolution 922.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Ms. CASTOR. Madam Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, House Resolution
922 provides for consideration of H.R.
3524, the HOPE VI Improvement and
Reauthorization Act of 2007, under a
structured rule. The rule provides 1
hour of general debate, controlled by
the Committee on Financial Services,
and the rule also makes in order seven
of the eight amendments submitted to
the Rules Committee.

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port today of the HOPE VI Improve-
ment and Reauthorization Act and this
rule. HOPE VI is a partnership between
the Feds and local communities that
started in the 1990s that revitalizes our
communities across this country by re-
placing old, distressed public housing
projects with modern housing and new
communities that are healthy, safe and
affordable.

Our renewed effort could not come at
a more important time, because so
many families across America are in
the grips of a housing crisis. Fore-
closures are way up, and options for
safe, clean and affordable housing are
down. Just last month in my home
county, Hillsborough County, in Flor-
ida, there were over 1,000 foreclosures
filed, a huge jump from last year. And
affordable apartments and housing are
few and far between.

The House of Representatives over
the past months has been doing a great
deal to throw lifelines to our families,
our seniors and veterans when it comes
to housing. We have passed bills in this
House that help homeowners avoid
foreclosure, that provide resources to
local communities, to build safe and
clean affordable housing, and that
cracks down on predatory lending.

Families across America also should
be aware that the Congress passed a
helpful new law that is now in effect
for 3 years that relieves homeowners
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