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can do a better job with our appropria-
tions bills than last year. But I repeat,
we are not going to be held hostage by
the unreasonableness of the White
House. I hope we can work together
and get some bills passed. The appro-
priators want to do that. We have now,
with the ethics and Ilobbying bill
passed, transparency in everything we
do.

I also express my appreciation to
Senator WHITEHOUSE for being here to
start work on the FISA bill.

I have said this before and I say it
now to my friend who is the manager
for the FISA bill for the Republicans,
how much we appreciate his devotion
to the intelligence matters of this
country.

——————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

———

FISA AMENDMENTS ACT OF 2007

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will resume consideration of S.
2248, which the clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 2248) to amend the Foreign Intel-
ligence Surveillance Act of 1978, to mod-
ernize and streamline the provisions of that
Act, and for other purposes.

Pending:

Rockefeller/Bond amendment No. 3911, in
the nature of a substitute.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Missouri.

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I thank my
colleagues for agreeing on a way for-
ward on this bill. This is a very impor-
tant bill, the Foreign Intelligence Sur-
veillance Act, the FISA Act, of 2008. It
gives the intelligence community the
tools it needs right now and over the
next 6 years to protect the country.

The Protect America Act we passed
in Congress and the President signed
last August allowed the intelligence
community to close critical intel-
ligence gaps, but that legislation ex-
pires in less than 2 weeks. We cannot
let those gaps reopen. We passed a
short-term extension, and that exten-
sion will expire when we are preparing
to go out on the President’s Day recess.
We cannot leave our country blind and
deaf to threats that terrorists might
bring.

We were delayed in December by fili-
buster, which is the right of all Sen-
ators to have extended discussions.
And there are those who say we need
more time to look at this measure be-
cause it is very important and it is
very technical and it is controversial.
But the Intelligence Committee spent
over 9 months looking at FISA mod-
ernization. We held hearings, we re-
viewed the Terrorist Surveillance Pro-
gram, we looked at the implementa-
tion of the Protect America Act, and
after that, we came up with a solid bi-
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partisan bill. That is something in
which Chairman ROCKEFELLER and I
take a great deal of pride because we
accommodated many changes and im-
provements and we did improve on the
existing FISA structure, as well as add-
ing items the Protect America Act
needed to have but did not have.

The intelligence community is wait-
ing for us to act. We have a bill that is
responsible and effective. It addresses
the concerns about the Protect Amer-
ica Act, but most of all, it gives the in-
telligence operators the tools they
need and ensures that our private part-
ners will continue to assist the Govern-
ment.

As I said, this bill came out of the In-
telligence Committee on a 13-to-2 vote
after months of studying the collection
programs. Chairman ROCKEFELLER,
whom I thank again, and I worked to-
gether to get an agreement that pro-
tects America’s constitutional rights
and the privacy rights of American
citizens.

There was a lot of work with the in-
telligence community representatives
and lawyers from the Department of
Justice. The Intelligence Committee
members and their staffs did an out-
standing job coming up with a solu-
tion.

Two provisions added during the ini-
tial markup without input from the in-
telligence community needed to be
changed. They are great objectives, but
they had to be made workable. It was
our pleasure to work with Chairman
ROCKEFELLER, Senator WHITEHOUSE,
and Senator WYDEN to come up with a
solution to both these problems, and
they are now in the substitute now
pending.

The Director of National Intel-
ligence, who is responsible for running
our collection programs, said with
these two problems fixed, he will sup-
port the bill. This is very important to
the chairman and to me because we
want to pass a bill that works and will
become law. It would do no good to
pass a bill that has people’s good ideas
in it or pass a bill that is good for poli-
tics but doesn’t work for those who are
charged with protecting us from the
threats our country faces. So the sup-
port of this bill by the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence in particular is crit-
ical. With these fixes, we will have a
bill the President will sign.

The chairman and I have worked
shoulder to shoulder on a bipartisan
basis to pass this bill. We will have to
take a very careful look at any amend-
ments that are proposed because we
don’t want to jeopardize the ability of
the intelligence community and their
private partners to go forward. It is
very technical. Each word matters.
And we will do our best to point out
whether amendments will work. There
are several amendments pending that
we think will improve the bill but will
not bring a veto.

With that, Mr. President, I thank all
the Members who have worked with us
in close collaboration to get time
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agreements, to get a list of acceptable
amendments, and I am looking forward
to moving ahead with this bill just as
soon as we can. I thank my colleague
from West Virginia and the other col-
leagues for working together on the In-
telligence Committee bill.

I yield the floor.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Rhode Island.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President,
first let me express my appreciation to
the distinguished vice chairman of the
Senate Intelligence Committee for his
very energetic dedication to moving
this bill forward. We have not agreed
on everything, but nobody can chal-
lenge his dedication to moving a bill
and to making progress on this issue.

AMENDMENT NO. 3920 TO AMENDMENT NO. 3911

Mr. President, per the pending agree-
ment, I call up amendment No. 3920,
the Whitehouse amendment.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the amend-
ment.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Rhode Island [Mr.
WHITEHOUSE], for himself, Mr. ROCKEFELLER,
and Mr. LEAHY, proposes an amendment
numbered 3920.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the read-
ing of the amendment be dispensed
with.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The amendment is as follows:
(Purpose: To provide procedures for
compliance reviews)

On page 19, between lines 20 and 21, insert
the following:

“(7) COMPLIANCE REVIEWS.—During the pe-
riod that minimization procedures approved
under paragraph (5)(A) are in effect, the
Court may review and assess compliance
with such procedures and shall have access
to the assessments and reviews required by
subsections (k)(1), (k)(2), and (k)(3) with re-
spect to compliance with such procedures. In
conducting a review under this paragraph,
the Court may, to the extent necessary, re-
quire the Government to provide additional
information regarding the acquisition, reten-
tion, or dissemination of information con-
cerning United States persons during the
course of an acquisition authorized under
subsection (a). The Court may fashion rem-
edies it determines necessary to enforce
compliance.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, in
this debate about revising FISA and
cleaning up the damage done by the
President’s warrantless wiretapping
program, the administration has
talked at length about the importance
of our foreign intelligence activities. It
expends all its rhetorical energy on a
topic where we all agree, but it has
largely ignored the issue that has been
central to our debate: On what terms
will this administration spy on Ameri-
cans?

I rise today in support of an amend-
ment offered by myself; by the distin-
guished chairman of the Senate Intel-
ligence Committee, Chairman ROCKE-
FELLER; the distinguished chairman of
the Senate Judiciary Committee, Sen-
ator LEAHY; Senator SCHUMER of New



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-15T10:01:48-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




