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With its close proximity to downtown Chi-
cago and the major commercial centers sur-
rounding O’Hare airport, Hanover Park rep-
resents the perfect blend between urban dyna-
mism and suburban life.

Hanover Park also boasts the youngest av-
erage resident population in the Northern sub-
urbs. Its multitude of parks, sporting venues,
and youth and family friendly activities make
this a great place to work, live, and raise a
family.

The spirit of Hanover Park’s citizens is
matched only by the industriousness of its
business community. From small entrepre-
neurial endeavors to Fortune 500 companies,
Hanover Park’s economy is thriving. This im-
pressive economy owes its prosperity to both
the hardworking residents, the Village Presi-
dent Rodney Craig, and Hanover Park Board
of Trustees to promote new business tax in-
centives and champion economic develop-
ment. For over half of a century, the Village of
Hanover Park has been a thriving community.

Madam Speaker and Distinguished Col-
leagues, please join me in recognizing the out-
standing contributions of Hanover Park, lllinois
on the occasion of its 50th anniversary.

———

CELEBRATING THE ALEXANDRIA
MARDI GRAS ASSOCIATION

HON. RODNEY ALEXANDER

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 7, 2008

Mr. ALEXANDER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to commemorate the Alexandria Mardi
Gras Association.

On March 3, 1994, the 295th Anniversary of
the Founding of Louisiana by Iberville, the Al-
exandria Mardi Gras Association was officially
established. The goal of Alexandria Mardi
Gras, or Mardi Gras au Coeur de la
Louisianne, which means Mardi Gras in the
Heart of Central Louisiana, is to exemplify
unity and cohesiveness during family friendly
festivities.

This year during Alexandria’s 15th Anniver-
sary Mardi Gras, Julie Hanna, renowned con-
servationist is representing the Jack Hanna
family as Grand Marshal. The Alexandria Zoo,
nationally recognized for breeding Bengal ti-
gers and other endangered species, is a major
collaborator in advancing education and tour-
ism during the Mardi Gras celebrations.

The 2008 College Cheerleaders and Classic
Cars Parade on Friday, February 1, 2008 will
feature many of Louisiana’s colleges and uni-
versities and their student government presi-
dents during an educational leadership con-
ference. In addition, a select number of LSU
football players. who recently became the
2007 National Champions, are participating in
Alexandria’s Family Friendly Mardi Gras as
well as players from the 2003 National Cham-
pionship team. The celebrated bands of
Southern University and Grambling University
will perform designating Alexandria as the only
Mardi Gras Parade in which both bands are
featured.

Among other Alexandria events during the
Mardi Gras season the Krewe of LOUISIANA
is hosting its Third Annual Gala in order to
foster its goal of enhancing economic develop-
ment and unifying Louisiana’s interests. Also,
The Taste of Mardi Gras is again hosting its
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local charity fundraiser naming the Louisiana
Restaurant Association, Chapter Cenla as the
sponsor.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in commending the citizens of Alexandria
for their continued hard work and dedication to
ensure that Mardi Gras in Central Louisiana
retains the charm and spirit of the first official
celebration 15 years prior.

————

RECOGNIZING WES TURNER FOR
HIS YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE
CITIZENS OF FORT WORTH,
TEXAS THROUGH HIS WORK AT
THE FORT WORTH STAR-TELE-
GRAM

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 7, 2008

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in recognition of Fort Worth Star-Tele-
gram President and Publisher Mr. Wes Turner.
After more than two decades with the Fort
Worth Star-Telegram, Mr. Turner has retired.

Mr. Turner began his career at the Fort
Worth Star-Telegram in 1975 and rose
through the ranks to become the Vice Presi-
dent of Advertising. From 1987 through 1997,
he was at various newspapers before return-
ing to the Fort Worth Star-Telegram as Pub-
lisher.

While at the Fort Worth Star-Telegram, Mr.
Turner devoted his career to ensure that the
people of Fort Worth were properly informed
about the world around them. | know his read-
ers thank him for his efforts.

Besides his work with the Fort Worth Star-
Telegram, Mr. Turner is very active in his
community. He serves on the boards of the
Fort Worth Chamber of Commerce, Per-
forming Arts Fort Worth and the Longhorn
Council-Boy Scouts of America Foundation.
He is Vice Chairman of the Van Cliburn Foun-
dation and Campaign Chairman for the United
Way of Tarrant County.

Even though Mr. Turner has completed his
work at the Fort Worth Star-Telegram, we can
all be thankful that he will maintain his com-
mitment to the city of Fort Worth by continuing
with his other community service endeavors.

| offer my heartfelt congratulations to Mr.
Wes Turner on his retirement. His dedication
and commitment to providing the truth to the
citizens of Fort Worth made us all lead better
lives. It is an honor to represent citizens like
Mr. Turner in the 26th Congressional District
of Texas.

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT M. BALL

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 7, 2008

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise to pay
tribute to Robert M. Ball, a great man who
lived a life dedicated to serving the American
people. Mr. Ball passed away last week at the
age of 93, but we will forever be indebted to
the legacy he leaves for us through his lifetime
of commitment to the social insurance pro-
grams of Social Security and Medicare that
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allow us to provide for the elderly and people
with disabilities and their families.

Madam Speaker, | join my colleagues in ex-
tending my condolences to the Ball family, his
wife Doris, his children Jonathan and Jac-
queline, and his grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

Born in Harlem and raised in Boston and
New Jersey, Mr. Ball was the youngest in a
family led by Methodist ministers who taught
him the social gospel. He was educated at
Wesleyan University in Connecticut, where he
received a master’s in labor economics. Even
as a teenaged boy, Mr. Ball felt a calling to
contribute to something greater than himself.
As his biographer Professor Daniel Berkowitz
wrote in Robert Ball and the Politics of Social
Security, Mr. Ball indicated that he wanted to
become a “person of consequence.” Consid-
ering his contributions to Social Security and
Medicare, he certainly lived up to his hopes
for himself.

After taking a Federal civil service exam,
Mr. Ball was called up to work for the newly
forming Social Security Board as a field assist-
ant in Newark, New Jersey in 1939. He joined
Social Security and immediately understood
that Social Security was a contract between
generations that ensured that today’s workers
would provide for today’s retired seniors so
that they may avoid the indignities of abject
poverty. He saw his job in support of this new
social insurance program as part of something
greater. Mr. Ball helped build Social Security
from the ground up. As a field assistant in
Newark, he was bringing workers into the pro-
gram, spreading the news about the value of
social insurance several years before the first
benefit was even paid in 1942.

His next position in the new Social Security
headquarters in Baltimore allowed him to fully
engage with his primary interests: the philos-
ophy of the program, the legislative agenda,
and where the whole program was going. Mr.
Ball grew to know the program intimately. He
developed a deep technical expertise in Social
Security, and he also grew to know Congress
and how it works. He was soon able to pro-
vide legislators with what they needed to gov-
ern and oversee the Social Security programs
responsibly and effectively. Mr. Ball became
so familiar with the work of the Committee on
Ways and Means, that he was seen by Mem-
bers as an extension of their congressional
staff.

Mr. Ball’s career is intertwined with the his-
tory of Social Security and he played a key
role in every major policy development. He
was the architect of the 1950 amendments,
which raised benefits and expanded coverage
to more Americans. He helped implement the
disability insurance program beginning in
1956. He orchestrated the developments that
produced the 1972 amendments that linked
benefits to inflation, ensuring that Social Secu-
rity would never fail to meet basic needs.

In what was seen as a natural assumption,
he was appointed by President John F. Ken-
nedy as Commissioner in 1962, a post in
which he diligently served longer than anyone
else prior or since. He is regarded by many as
the father of Medicare, as he shepherded the
Federal Government through the development
and implementation of that program.

In 1987, Yale School of Management Pro-
fessor Ted Marmor, who began his career as
an intern under Mr. Ball’s superiors, wrote this
description of Robert Ball. | think it captures
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