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how small they are, we ought to stand
with them and not make them the
enemy.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve my time at this point.

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. GOHMERT), a member of the
Judiciary Committee.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, we’ve
heard a number of things, what this is
or isn’t about. We’re told it’s not about
the protections for the country, but it
is about that. And I have great respect
and admiration for our chairman, Mr.
CONYERS.

But we were told, also, well, gee, the
reason we need more time is the White
House has delayed giving us docu-
ments. But if you really want to get to
the bottom of this, you go back to Au-
gust 4 when we took a vote on FISA
being extended for a number of months.
There was no immunity in there. There
was no issue about is the President
going to turn over documents. Forty-
one Democrats voted for it, nine didn’t
vote, and all the rest voted against it.
They were against the protections for
this country and FISA.

Now, we need to try to eliminate risk
to the country, not political risk to a
party. And I understand sometimes you
have Members that see the dangers to
America, gee, that exposes the country
to great risk and if we don’t do some-
thing and something terrible happens,
then we’ve exposed our party to ter-
rible political risk. This shouldn’t be
about political risk. We need to do
what’s right for the country.

The chairman had said there are
other key differences and there are.
But those are important to note as
well.

Our friends across the aisle somehow
think it shreds the Constitution if we
tap a terrorist in a foreign country and
he calls an American. I've said it before
and I'll say it again. The solution to
that is not that we not tap into that
known terrorist in a foreign country;
it’s that the friends of those concerned
about this in America, tell your friends
to have their terrorist buddies not call
them at home. That’s real easy. Then
they don’t have to worry about this
bill.

But if terrorists that are known ter-
rorists in foreign countries call them
in this country, then they ought to be
at risk for having them tapped. Once
we know that there’s somebody here,
then they go get the warrant and that
addresses it. But you cannot restrict it
otherwise without doing great harm to
our protection in America.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I con-
tinue the reservation of time.

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield 4 minutes to the gentleman from
Indiana (Mr. PENCE), a member of the
Judiciary Committee.

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in op-
position to H.R. 5349, a bill to extend
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the Protect America Act of 2007 for 21
days.

Now it’s hard for me to come to this
floor and oppose an extension of a bill
that I support, and supported in a bi-
partisan manner, Mr. Speaker.

It was this summer, I believe last Au-
gust, that Republicans and Democrats
came together on the Judiciary Com-
mittee and worked out a solution for
an extension that came to be known as
the Protect America Act. And we've
heard in the course of this debate, elo-
quently stated on both sides, what the
issues are here. We have antiquated
foreign intelligence surveillance laws.
The technology that has exploded
across the globe in the last 25 years has
occurred without a significant updat-
ing of those laws that govern the
means and the manner and the tech-
nology whereby we can collect intel-
ligence. And so we find ourselves, es-
sentially, as the hub of communica-
tions in the world in the United States
of America. You’ve heard the percent-
ages, the enormous amount of commu-
nications that pass through the United
States of America. And yet we have
this massive loophole in our intel-
ligence surveillance laws that does not
permit us to listen to a terrorist in one
foreign country talking to a terrorist
in another foreign country.

When we worked out the compromise
this summer, it was built, Mr. Speaker,
I believe, on an understanding between
Republicans and Democrats that that
ought not to be, we ought to solve that
problem in an equitable and bipartisan
way. And I was pleased to support that
extension and legislation for a period
of 6 months.

But what I struggle with today is
now, in the aftermath of that, the con-
trast between the work in the House
and the Senate is rather startling. Yes-
terday, the Senate approved a bipar-
tisan bill supported by nearly 70 per-
cent of the Senate to close the ter-
rorist loophole in our intelligence laws.
It represented a strong bipartisan com-
promise between Congress and the ad-
ministration. And yet here in the
House of Representatives we passed a 6-
month extension. A few weeks ago we
passed a 15-day extension. Now I be-
lieve we’re passing a 21-day extension.
And yet the American people, I believe,
know in their heart of hearts our
enemy does not think in the short term
and, therefore, our solutions must
occur in the long term. And when it
comes to the ability of our intelligence
community during this administration
or whomever will be the next adminis-
tration charged with protecting this
country, I believe it is imperative that
we call the question.
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I believe it is imperative that we rise
today, respectfully to my colleagues on
the other side, most especially the
chairman whom I esteem, and say
enough is enough. We need to mod-
ernize our foreign intelligence surveil-
lance laws today. We need to find a bi-
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partisan compromise as we did last
summer. We need to find a bipartisan
compromise as the United States Sen-
ate did yesterday.

And I say again with a heavy heart,
our enemy does not conspire to harm
us in the short term. Our enemy con-
spires to harm us in the long term: to
harm our people, to harm our families,
to harm our children and our interests
around the globe. We must, in this Con-
gress, find a way beyond politics, as we
did last summer, as the Senate did yes-
terday, to repair those holes in our for-
eign intelligence surveillance laws and
give our intelligence community the
legal authority and tools that they will
need to protect us in the long term.

I urge my colleagues to reject the
bill to extend the Protect America Act
for 21 days and call the question on
this floor. We need a long-term solu-
tion to what ails our intelligence laws.

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
how much time remains on each side?

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
JACKSON of Illinois). The gentleman
from Texas (Mr. SMITH) has 4%2 min-
utes. The gentleman from Michigan
(Mr. CONYERS) has 7 minutes. The gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. HOEKSTRA)
has 2 minutes.

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
will reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 2 of House Resolution
976, further proceedings on the bill are
postponed.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

——————

HONORING AFRICAN AMERICAN
INVENTORS

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend
the rules and agree to the resolution
(H. Res. 966) honoring African Amer-
ican inventors, past and present, for
their leadership, courage, and signifi-
cant contributions to our national
competitiveness.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 966

Whereas African-American and other mi-
nority scientists, technologists, engineers,
and mathematicians have made significant
achievements in our national research enter-
prise and inspired future generations;

Whereas the National Society of Black En-
gineers (‘‘NSBE”) lifts up African-American
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