S1054

front parlor of their house in 1915.
From this humble start, Haven’s
Candies has grown to become a well-
known name in candy making. The
company now has a factory and store
in Westbrook, as well as retail loca-
tions in Windham and Portland, one
block from the house where Haven’s
began. And as ranking member of the
Senate Committee on Small Business
and Entrepreneurship, I am particu-
larly pleased that the U.S. Small Busi-
ness Administration has been able to
help Haven’s over the years through fi-
nancing and other assistance.

Using time-tested methods, Haven’s
still handcrafts its candies. Haven’s of-
fers customers an extensive array of
exquisite goods, including homemade
fudge, marzipan, jumbo peanut butter
cups, and buttercrunch toffee. The
company also produces a varied selec-
tion of sugar-free candies, including
peanut brittle and cashew turtles.
Some of the Maine-themed candies sold
at Haven’s include the needham, a
chocolate with a soft potato, coconut,
and vanilla center, and delicious blue-
berry creams, celebrating Maine’s rich
heritage of blueberry harvesting. Per-
haps Haven’s most impressive produc-
tion is its salt water taffy. Made by
hand, its dozens of unique flavors in-
clude creamsicle, maple, and water-
melon. Haven’s salt water taffy has at-
tracted significant attention, and re-
tailers of the candy include Maine’s
own L. L. Bean.

Haven’s production methods allow
for the romantic in all of us to surprise
our sweethearts any day of the week.
The company can make monogrammed
chocolates and offers personalized
packaging to create anyone’s favorite
combination of sweets. For Valentine’s
Day, Haven’s offers chocolate-dipped
strawberries, fancy hearts filled with a
mix of chocolates, and the unique Val-
entine party tray, which includes a
great variety of chocolates surrounding
a heart-shaped tray filled with mixed
nuts. Haven’s also makes assorted holi-
day gifts for other occasions, including
Easter and Father’s Day. The company
holds a free open house every Columbus
Day when children can make their own
candy at the factory. Additionally, Ha-
ven’s raises funds annually for the Cen-
ter for Grieving Children by hosting
“make your own candy cane’’ events.

On Valentine’s Day, we take the op-
portunity to enjoy the sweeter side of
life. Luckily for the employees of Ha-
ven’s Candies, they get to enjoy it
every day! Not only is the candy they
produce scrumptious, but their work
ethic is exemplary, and their dedica-
tion to putting smiles on the faces of
children of all ages is commendable. I
congratulate owner Andy Charles and
everyone at Haven’s who continue to
make delectable candies nearly 100
years after this company’s remarkable
inception and wish them future suc-
cess.®
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MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mrs. Neiman, one of his
secretaries.

————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the United
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———

MEASURES PLACED
CALENDAR

The following bills were read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar:

S. 2633. A bill to provide for the safe rede-
ployment of United States troops from Iraq.

S. 2634. A bill to require a report setting
forth the global strategy of the United
States to combat and defeat al Qaeda and its
affiliates.

S. 2636. A bill to provide needed housing re-
form.

ON THE

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. HAGEL:

S. 2637. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide an exclusion for
gain from the sale of farmland to encourage
the continued use of the property for farm-
ing, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. KOHL:

S. 2638. A bill to change the date for regu-
larly scheduled Federal elections and estab-
lish polling place hours; to the Committee on
Rules and Administration.

By Mr. JOHNSON (for himself and Ms.
SNOWE):

S. 2639. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to provide for an assured ade-
quate level of funding for veterans health
care; to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. BURR (for himself, Mr. CORNYN,
and Mr. CRAIG):

S. 2640. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to enhance and improve insur-
ance, housing, labor and education, and
other benefits for veterans, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself and
Mr. KOHL):

S. 2641. A bill to amend title XVIII and XIX
of the Social Security Act to improve the
transparency of information on skilled nurs-
ing facilities and nursing facilities and to
clarify and improve the targeting of the en-
forcement of requirements with respect to
such facilities; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself, Ms.
SNOWE, and Ms. CANTWELL):

S. 2642. A bill to establish a national re-
newable energy standard, to extend and cre-
ate renewable energy tax incentives, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.
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By Mr. CARPER (for himself, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. BIDEN, Mr.
KERRY, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. ALEX-
ANDER, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mr. LAUTEN-
BERG, and Mr. GREGG):

S. 2643. A Dbill to amend the Clean Air Act
to require the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency to promulgate
regulations to control hazardous air pollut-
ant emissions from electric utility steam
generating units; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works.

By Mr. BROWN:

S. 2644. A bill to clarify and improve infor-
mation for members and former members of
the Armed Forces on upgrades of discharge,
to prohibit personality disorder discharges in
cases of post-traumatic stress disorder and
traumatic brain injury, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Armed Services.

By Mr. STEVENS:

S. 2645. A bill to require the Commandant
of the Coast Guard, in consultation with the
Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and
Atmosphere, to conduct an evaluation and
review of certain vessel discharges; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

By Mr. CRAIG:

S. 2646. A bill for the relief of Thomas Ste-
phen Long, Patricia Merryl Long, Stephanie
Bianca Long, and Chelsea Ann Long; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. KOHL:

S. 2647. A Dbill to suspend temporarily the
duty on fan assisted, plug-in, scented oil dis-
pensing, electrothermic appliances; to the
Committee on Finance.

By Mr. SCHUMER:

S. 2648. A Dbill to amend the Workforce In-
vestment Act of 1998 to improve programs
carried out through youth opportunity
grants, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. ISAKSON:

S. 2649. A bill to allow an income tax ex-
ception to limitations on personal casualty
losses for losses occurring in tornado dis-
aster areas; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. SPECTER (for himself, Mrs.
DOLE, Mr. ENSIGN, Mr. MARTINEZ, Mr.
CORNYN, Ms. STABENOW, and Mrs.
HUTCHISON):

S. 2650. A bill to provide for a b5-year
carryback of certain net operating losses and
to suspend the 90 percent alternative min-
imum tax limit on certain net operating
losses; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. INHOFE:

S. 2651. A bill to amend the Clean Air Act
to make technical corrections to the renew-
able fuel standard; to the Committee on En-
vironment and Public Works.

By Ms. LANDRIEU (for herself, Mr.
INOUYE, Mr. STEVENS, Mr. LAUTEN-
BERG, Mr. VITTER, Mr. COCHRAN, Mrs.
DOLE, Mr. GRAHAM, and Mr. ALEX-
ANDER):

S. 2652. A bill to authorize the Secretary of
Defense to make a grant to the National
World War II Museum Foundation for facili-
ties and programs of America’s National
World War II Museum; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

By Mr. COLEMAN (for himself and Mr.
BINGAMAN):

S. 26563. A bill to further United States se-
curity by restoring and enhancing the com-
petitiveness of the United States for inter-
national students, scholars, scientists, and
exchange visitors and by facilitating busi-
ness travel to the United States; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. COLEMAN (for himself, Mrs.
LINCOLN, and Mr. CHAMBLISS):

S. 2654. A bill to provide for enhanced reim-
bursement of servicemembers and veterans
for certain travel expenses; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.
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