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doctors in Sierra Leone. These 10, with
an honorable mention, 11 Americans,
have led the best face of the United
States overseas from my congressional
district.

———
SUNSET MEMORIAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Madam
Speaker, I once again stand before this
body with yet another sunset memo-
rial. It is February 25, 2008, in the land
of the free and the home of the brave,
and before the sun set in America, al-
most 4,000 more defenseless unborn
children were killed by abortion on de-
mand just today. That is more than the
number of innocent Americans lost in
September 11’s tragedy, only it hap-
pens every day.

Madam Speaker, it has now been ex-
actly 12,817 days since the travesty
called Roe v. Wade was handed down.
Since then the very foundation of this
Nation has been stained by the blood of
almost 50 million of its own children.
Some of them, Madam Speaker, cried
and screamed as they died, but because
it was amniotic fluid passing over the
vocal cords instead of air, we couldn’t
hear them.

All of them had at least four things
in common. They were each just little
babies who had done nothing wrong to
anyone. Each one of them died a name-
less and lonely death. And each of their
mothers, whether she realizes it imme-
diately or not, will never be the same.
And all the gifts these children might
have brought to humanity are now lost
forever.

Yet, even in the full glare of such
tragedy, this generation clings to a
blind invincible ignorance while his-
tory repeats itself and our own silent
genocide mercilessly annihilates the
most helpless of all victims yet to date,
those unborn.

Madam Speaker, perhaps it’s impor-
tant for those of us in this Chamber to
remind ourselves again of why we are
really all here. Thomas Jefferson said:
“The care of human life and its happi-
ness and not its destruction is the chief
and only object of good government.”

The phrase in the 14th amendment
capsulizes our entire Constitution. It
says: ‘“‘No state shall deprive any per-
son of life, liberty or property without
due process of law.”

Madam Speaker, protecting the lives
of our innocent citizens and their con-
stitutional rights is why we are all
here. It is our sworn oath.

The bedrock foundation of this Re-
public is that clarion declaration of the
self-evident truth that all human
beings are created equal and endowed
by their Creator with the unalienable
rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness. Every conflict and battle
our Nation has ever faced can be traced
to our commitment to this core self-
evident truth. It has made us the bea-
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con of hope for the entire world. It is
who we are.

And yet, Madam Speaker, another
day has passed and we in this body
have failed again to honor that
foundational commitment. We’ve failed
our sworn oath and our God-given re-
sponsibility as we broke faith with
nearly 4,000 more innocent American
babies who died today without the pro-
tection we should have given them.

But perhaps tonight, Madam Speak-
er, maybe someone who hears this sun-
set memorial will finally realize that
abortion really does kill little babies,
and that it hurts mothers in ways that
we can never express, and that 12,817
days spent Kkilling nearly 50 million un-
born children in America is enough,
and that America, that same America
that rejected human slavery and
marched into Europe to arrest the Nazi
Holocaust is still courageous and com-
passionate enough to find a better way
for mothers and their babies than abor-
tion on demand.

So tonight, Madam Speaker, may we
each remind ourselves that our own
days in this sunshine of life are also
numbered, and that all too soon each
one of us will walk from these Cham-
bers for the very last time. And if it
should be that this Congress is allowed
to convene on yet another day to come,
may that be the day when we finally
hear the cries of the innocent unborn.
May that be the day when we find the
humanity, the courage, and the will to
embrace together our human and our
constitutional duty, to protect these,
the least of our tiny little brothers and
sisters, from this murderous scourge
called abortion on demand.

It is February 25, 2008, Madam Speak-
er, 12,817 days since Roe v. Wade first
stained the foundation of this Nation
with the blood of its own children. This
in the land of the free and the home of
the brave.

———
GLANZMANN’S RESOLUTION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. BROUN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to present a resolution promoting
awareness of Glanzmann’s Thrombasthenia, a
little known, yet debilitating disorder that af-
fects numerous Americans every day.

Glanzmann’s Thrombasthenia is a genetic
blood disorder that is inherited, putting chil-
dren and young adults at risk. Leading physi-
cians report that Glanzmann’s Thrombasthenia
presents many symptoms that are often mis-
taken for other bleeding disorders. This, along
with the lack of information on the disorder
itself, has caused Glanzmann’s to be fre-
quently misdiagnosed. People with
Glanzmann’s are missing a protein on the sur-
face of the platelet that is vital to the clotting
process. People suffering from this disorder
have serious problems with uncontrollable
bleeding and severe, painful bruising. Their
activities can be strictly limited and their lives
can be at stake without any warning. Currently
there is no cure for this disorder, but research
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is very promising. The leading researchers in
this field firmly believe a cure for Glanzmann’s
Thrombasthenia can be found through current
ongoing research. With proper funding,
Glanzmann’s could be controllable in the fore-
seeable future, and some suggest as soon as
10 years from now.

A young constituent of mine who lives in
Augusta, Georgia, suffers from Glanzmann’s
Thrombasthenia. Julia Smith is only 9 years
old and every day lives and deals with the re-
alities of her disorder. When Julia was born,
she was covered in bruises, but blood tests
came back normal. Doctors assured her par-
ents that the bruising was just the result of a
difficult delivery. When Julia was 6 weeks old,
she got a tiny scratch on her cheek; this small
scratch bled enough to cover her entire face
in blood and saturate her sheets. After this in-
cident, Julia’s mother, Helen, took her to the
Medical College of Georgia in Augusta and
asked that tests be run to find out what was
wrong with her daughter. After countless tests
and consultations, the Medical College of
Georgia’s Children’s Medical Center physi-
cians diagnosed Julia with Glanzmann’s
Thrombasthenia.

Frantic for information that could save her
daughter, Mrs. Smith attempted to research
the disorder, and was frustrated and disheart-
ened by the lack of available information. She
began to put her name and information on
internet registries for individuals suffering from
other disorders, hoping that someone who had
similar symptoms would make contact with
her. She found numerous cases of people
equally distraught, seeking information for
themselves or their loved one who was deal-
ing with the same misdiagnosed disorder. This
realization, along with a small contribution
from the grandmother of a Glanzmann’s suf-
ferer who wanted to donate money to help
others, compelled Mrs. Smith to begin the
Glanzmann’s Research Foundation in 2001.
This non-profit foundation is the focal point for
information to others in need and the sole
source for funding the ongoing research ef-
forts that will lead to a cure. Mrs. Smith is truly
a mother on a mission.

Augusta, Georgia, holds a special place in
my heart. | graduated from the Medical Col-
lege of Georgia in Augusta in 1971, and | am
proud to have begun my medical career there.
| am delighted to represent a city that con-
tains, not only the Glanzmann’s Research
Foundation, which is quite significant in its
own right, but also the preeminent public med-
ical college in the southeast, the Medical Col-
lege of Georgia.

To promote awareness for Glanzmann’s
Thrombasthenia, March 1 has been rec-
ommended as the day to establish a National
Glanzmann’s  Thrombasthenia  Awareness
Day. This date was chosen to coincide with
the Glanzmann’s Research Foundation’s an-
nual fundraiser.

—————

EXPIRATION OF THE PROTECT
AMERICA ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentlewoman from
New Mexico (Mrs. WILSON) is recog-
nized for 60 minutes as the designee of
the minority leader.

Mrs. WILSON of New Mexico. Madam
Speaker, I appreciate the opportunity
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