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I ask unanimous consent that any
time I did not use be kept on the Vitter
amendment.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I am
pleased we are making headway and
are approaching finality and conclu-
sion in regard to the Indian Health
Care Improvement Act. I give great
credit to Senator DORGAN from North
Dakota and Senator MURKOWSKI from
Alaska for their persistence in working
with the leaders on both sides to get
this legislation moved and ultimately
adopted.

It has been a long time since we have
had the Indian Health Care Improve-
ment Act reauthorized. I think it goes
back to about 2001. So this is a long
overdue step toward attempting to im-
prove health care throughout Indian
Country, and I applaud the work that
has been done. I hope tomorrow we can
dispose of the final amendments that
remain and get to a final vote on this
legislation so we can begin to address
what are some very serious needs re-
garding Indian Country and health
care.

I wish to specifically acknowledge a
couple of amendments—one that is still
pending and one that has been adopted.

AMENDMENT NO. 3896

First, Mr. President, I wish to speak
to the Vitter amendment, which is
going to be voted on tomorrow. If
adopted, this amendment would codify
longstanding policy against the fund-
ing of abortions with Federal Indian
Health Service funds.

Senator VITTER’s amendment would
permanently apply to the ITHS the pol-
icy set forth by the Hyde amendment,
which prohibits the Federal funding of
abortions and has been national policy
since 1976. For over 30 years, Demo-
cratic and Republican administrations,
the U.S. Supreme Court, and bipartisan
Congresses have all upheld and af-
firmed this essential policy. In addi-
tion to maintaining this legislative
precedent, amendment No. 3896 in-
cludes important exceptions to save
the life of the mother or in cases of
rape or incest.

Now, some of my colleagues may ask
why statutory codification of this pol-
icy is necessary. Let me assure them it
is necessary to ensure this decades-
long legislative precedent does not fall
needlessly through procedural and po-
litical cracks.

Without this amendment, there is no
true assurance that Federal IHS funds
will not be used to pay for abortions on
demand in the future. As everyone in
this Chamber knows, the language of
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future HHS appropriations bills de-
pends upon a host of political and legis-
lative contingencies which can shift
suddenly and unpredictably.

This amendment would extend and
codify good policy—policy that pro-
tects the vulnerable rather than re-
stricting rights. The Federal Register
contains scores of national policies
that are in place to protect women,
young children, and citizens of minor-
ity status from harm.

Abortion is a practice that can harm
women physically, emotionally, and
spiritually. Statistics clearly dem-
onstrate that abortion in this country
falls disproportionately on minority
populations, including Native Ameri-
cans.

By supporting this amendment, we
affirm life. As a nation we have come a
long way in protecting the unborn
since the Supreme Court’s decision in
Roe v. Wade. However, we still have a
long way to go in the fight to protect
life in this country. I believe there is
an essential human dignity attached to
all persons, including the unborn, and I
will continue working with my col-
leagues in the Congress to promote a
culture of life in this Nation.

As a cosponsor of this amendment, I
offer my strong support of amendment
No. 3896, and I urge my colleagues to
support it.

I hope when the vote comes up to-
morrow, we will have a good, strong bi-
partisan vote in support of this amend-
ment.

Mr. President, I see the majority
leader has come on the floor. I yield to
him at this time. I assume he has some
business to dispose of.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I very
much thank my distinguished friend
from the State of South Dakota who
has, certainly, intimate knowledge of
Native Americans. His State, I think,
has one of the largest reservations in
the country and one of the poorest all
at the same time.

———
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to a period of morning business, with
Senators allowed to speak for not more
than 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I rise
today in recognition and support of one
of the most important months of the
year that should be celebrated year
round: Black History Month.

Dr. Carter G. Woodson, a prominent
African-American historian, author,
and journalist, founded ‘‘Negro History
Week” in 1926 to establish a sense of
pride in African Americans who had
been ignored or misrepresented in tra-
ditional American History lessons.
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‘““Negro History Week’ later evolved
into Black History Month, a celebra-
tion of the people, history, culture, and
contributions of persons with African
heritage.

In part because of Black History
Month, many are familiar with promi-
nent African Americans who have
changed the course of history: Martin
Luther King, Jr., and Rosa Parks were
at the forefront of the civil rights
movement, Shirley Chisholm was the
first African-American woman elected
to Congress, and Jackie Robinson was
the first African American to play
major league baseball. But let’s not
overlook people such as the Golden
Thirteen, the first African Americans
to receive officer’s training by the U.S.
Navy.

At the Great Lakes Naval Training
Station in my home State of Illinois,
these young men worked and studied
together for the comprehensive exam
that would allow them entry into Offi-
cer Candidate School. Not only did
they pass the exam and go on to be-
come commissioned officers in the
Navy, they earned the highest grades
ever recorded in Navy history. In fact,
their record has yet to be broken.
Though they were often denied the
privilege and respect afforded White
naval officers, they served with distinc-
tion in World War II and knocked down
the walls of Jim Crow in the process.

Illinois, in fact, has produced some of
the greatest contributors to Black his-
tory, including jazz musician Miles
Davis, Olympic track and field runner
Jackie Joyner Kersee, famed composer
Quincy Jones, and countless others. I1-
linois also has the unique distinction of
electing two of the five African Ameri-
cans who have served in the U.S. Sen-
ate: our very own Senator BARACK
OBAMA and former Senator Carol
Moseley-Braun.

During the past 400 years, against all
odds and in spite of numerous road-
blocks, African Americans have woven
themselves into the fabric of this coun-
try. Through academics, government,
music, art, food, sports, America would
not be what she is without the con-
tributions of her African-American
population.

———————

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES

SPECIALIST CHAD D. GROEPPER

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President,
today I pay tribute to an American
hero who was killed on February 17,
2008, in Diyala Province, Iraq, while
supporting Operation Iraqi Freedom.
His bravery and selflessness will not be
forgotten. I extend my thoughts and
prayers to his wife Stephanie, his
daughter Clarissa, and all his family
and friends.

Chad Groepper was raised in Kings-
ley, IA, and graduated from Kingsley-
Pierson Community High School in
2004. He enlisted shortly after his grad-
uation. Chad was known for his ability
to put smiles on faces, make people
laugh, and for being involved with out-
side sports such as dirt biking and
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