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of American Indians with poor emo-
tional health is on average 2.1 times 
higher than the adult Massachusetts 
population; an obesity rate twice as 
high as the rate for Massachusetts 
adults in general. Moreover, the per-
centage of Mashpee Wampanoag adults 
with diabetes is nearly two times high-
er than the rest of the adult population 
in our State. During the 5 years be-
tween 1999 and 2004, American Indian 
mothers were over three times more 
likely to smoke during pregnancy than 
all mothers giving birth in Massachu-
setts. American Indian students have 
much higher percentages of smoking, 
drinking alcohol before age 13, and life-
time cocaine use than all other stu-
dents in Massachusetts. Also, 1 in 4 
American Indian high school students 
have reported attempting suicide com-
pared to 1 out of 10 for all other stu-
dents. The Indian health bill is an im-
portant step we must take to begin re-
versing these troubling statistics in 
Massachusetts and across the Nation. 

This bill can mark a new day of at 
last addressing the health care needs of 
Indian Country programs to increase 
the outreach and enrollment of Indians 
in Medicaid and CHIP and improve the 
ability for tribes to participate in man-
aged care health plans. The Indian 
Health Care Improvement Act brings 
greater access to health care services, 
improved medical insurance coverage, 
and education of disease prevention 
and healthy lifestyles. 

The Senate came together across par-
tisan lines to take a step forward with 
Indian Country, and I look forward to 
the quick passage of the bill and ulti-
mately to seeing it signed into law by 
President Bush. This must be the be-
ginning, not the end, of a new compact 
with Indian Country—and a renewed 
commitment to making sure that no 
American’s health suffers because they 
are born on a farm, in a city, or on a 
reservation. 
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RED CROSS MONTH 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I rise 
to speak on the Red Cross and its cam-
paign to encourage citizen prepared-
ness for disasters. 

For 65 years, since the first procla-
mation by Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
Presidents of the United States have 
designated March as Red Cross Month. 

I am proud to support this year’s 
proclamation in recognizing this great 
organization, whose activities include 
lifesaving courses, blood drives, shel-
tering families displaced by fire or 
flood, and responding to major disas-
ters. This January, for example, Red 
Cross work in my home State of Maine 
included an urgent blood drive amid ice 
and snow that had reduced some hos-
pitals’ blood supply to a single day. 
Other Maine Red Cross workers were 
taking care of a seven-member family 
in the town of Skowhegan who had lost 
their home and possessions in a fire. 

I know the good works of the Red 
Cross both as a Maine resident and as a 

Senator. As ranking member of the 
Senate Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity, I have worked closely with emer-
gency management agencies and non-
profit organizations for years. I know 
the Red Cross has not only saved many 
lives and comforted millions but has 
taken steps to improve its structure 
and capabilities for disaster response. 

The record of recent years for ter-
rorism, fires, earthquakes, floods, and 
other disasters underscores the need 
for preparedness not only at all levels 
of government but among individual 
citizens and families. 

I therefore commend the Red Cross 
for focusing their public-communica-
tion efforts this year on the theme of 
‘‘Be Red Cross Ready.’’ It is a well-cho-
sen theme: Red Cross survey work finds 
that up to 60 percent of Americans are 
entirely unprepared for disaster. They 
have no emergency supplies, no firstaid 
or CPR training, no rendezvous or com-
munication plans or other precautions. 

The catastrophe of Hurricane 
Katrina reminded us that government 
and other first responders, no matter 
how efficient and heroic, cannot appear 
instantly at every point affected by a 
disaster. Every citizen should be pre-
pared to serve as a first responder for 
family and neighbors if official or vol-
unteer responders cannot offer imme-
diate assistance. 

Encouraging individual responsi-
bility and preparedness to augment 
government and private organization 
efforts can reinforce our national re-
sponse framework to provide truly 
comprehensive and all-hazards protec-
tion. 

For promoting readiness, and for all 
its good works, the American Red 
Cross deserves the thanks of all Ameri-
cans and the recognition of Red Cross 
Month. 
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NATIONAL PEACE CORPS WEEK 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, as a 
part of National Peace Corps Week, I 
wish to join many of my colleagues in 
celebrating the 47th anniversary of the 
Peace Corps and honoring the impor-
tant work of Peace Corps volunteers. 

During this week, Peace Corps volun-
teers from around the world who have 
served over the years will share their 
overseas experiences with schools and 
community groups around the United 
States. 

By giving presentations during Peace 
Corps Week, former Peace Corps volun-
teers will help Americans better under-
stand the people and cultures they 
have experienced, and the many bene-
fits of Peace Corps service. 

By making presentations in class-
rooms, former volunteers will help cre-
ate greater global awareness among 
students. 

The Peace Corps is one of our most 
effective and successful foreign aid pro-
grams. 

Since the establishment of the Peace 
Corps by President John F. Kennedy in 
1961, more than 190,000 U.S. citizens, in-

cluding 25,000 from my home State of 
California, have served their country in 
the cause of peace by living and work-
ing in 139 developing countries. 

The world has changed since 1961— 
and the Peace Corps has succeeded in 
keeping up with these changes. 

While education and agriculture are 
still an important part of what a Peace 
Corp volunteer does, today’s volunteers 
also work on HIV/AIDS awareness, in-
formation technology, and business de-
velopment. 

Many volunteers work in orphanages 
with HIV-positive children, implement 
programs for at-risk youth, and create 
support groups for HIV-positive people. 

Business volunteers conduct semi-
nars on subjects like marketing, stra-
tegic planning, and tourism develop-
ment. They work with women and mi-
nority groups to strengthen their par-
ticipation in the economic system. 

Agriculture volunteers may find 
themselves working with farmers to 
implement techniques to improve soil 
quality and conserve water—or on the 
business end conducting production 
cost-and-price analyses. 

The Peace Corps also assists coun-
tries in need by supplying Crisis Corps 
volunteers—former volunteers who re-
turn to the field on a short-term basis. 
In 2005, for the first time in its history, 
Peace Corps deployed 272 Crisis Corps 
volunteers domestically to assist in 
Hurricane Katrina relief efforts along 
the gulf coast. 

Also in 2005, Crisis Corps volunteers 
were deployed to Sri Lanka and Thai-
land to assist with rebuilding tsunami 
devastated areas, and to Guatemala 
following Hurricane Stan. As part of 
PEPFAR, Crisis Corps has deployed 
volunteers to Uganda, Kenya, Namibia 
and Zambia. Finally, Crisis Corps is 
working with Peace Corps posts in Cen-
tral America and the Caribbean to ad-
dress disaster preparedness in the re-
gion. 

Today’s Peace Corps is more vital 
than ever, working in emerging and es-
sential areas such as information tech-
nology and business development. They 
have made significant and lasting con-
tributions around the world in agri-
culture, education, health, HIV/AIDS, 
and the environment. 

Peace Corps volunteers continue to 
help countless individuals who want to 
build a better life for themselves, their 
children, and their communities. 

At a time when the United States is 
seeking to reclaim the respect and ad-
miration of the world and once again 
be seen as a champion and a leader of 
democracy, justice, and human rights, 
Peace Corps volunteers revitalize faith 
in this country. 

They are leaders and diplomats, and 
they serve as an inspiration not only to 
their fellow American citizens but to 
citizens all across the world. 

I urge all my colleagues to support 
the Peace Corps and celebrate National 
Peace Corps Week. 

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise 
today to commemorate National Peace 
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