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the shelf; that they look at how it is
working, what is working, what is not,
what are the challenges in front of us,
are we making sure that we stay on
them every day. Congress has to keep a
close watch to make sure this isn’t be-
cause the cameras were rolling a year
ago or today but something that is ef-
fective far into the future. We have to
work to make sure they meet those
goals.

Secondly, we have to focus our atten-
tion on treating the new injuries to our
servicemembers who are suffering in
Iraq and Afghanistan, particularly
traumatic brain injury. TBI is a sig-
nificant wound of this war, but we have
only just begun to understand how we
treat it. We have to recognize that
whenever there is an explosion in Iraq
or Afghanistan or wherever we have
soldiers on the ground, the effects of
that, not just on the soldiers in the ve-
hicle but even those close by and some-
times hundreds of yards away, can
have a damaging impact on the brain,
called traumatic brain injury. We still
don’t know all we need to about how to
treat TBI, and we still have soldiers
coming home every day, every month
who have just been diagnosed with TBI
or perhaps not diagnosed, and we need
to make sure they get the correct diag-
nosis and treatment.

Congress has authorized millions of
new dollars for research, but we have
to ensure that we get the results from
that research. Then we have to make
sure we take action based on what we
have learned.

I am extremely disappointed that the
President seems to have lost sight of
that already. He has proposed to this
Congress an 8-percent cut for VA med-
ical and prosthetic research in his fis-
cal year 2009 budget. That is incredibly
shortsighted, and he can be sure—and
every Member of this body can be
sure—I am going to fight that every
step of the way. We need to find out
how to better treat TBI, how to diag-
nosis it, how to deal with PTSD and
how to diagnose and treat it effec-
tively. That takes research, and we
have to stay on top of it.

Finally, and most difficult, we have
to change a military culture in which
servicemembers are told that mental
illness is an excuse for their pain and
which fails to recognize that psycho-
logical wounds can be more serious
than some of their physical injuries.
Congress again has given the military
hundreds of millions of dollars to im-
prove its mental health care system.
We have pushed through legislation
this past year requiring the military
and the VA to destigmatize mental
health treatment, to increase aware-
ness of the symptoms of post-trau-
matic stress syndrome, and to do fur-
ther research on traumatic brain in-
jury. But recent reports show that the
Army’s suicide prevention efforts need
a lot more work. The numbers of sui-
cides have risen since the wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan began, and last year
as many as 121 soldiers committed sui-
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cide. That is a 20-percent increase over
the year before.

I was struck by a recent report by
the Associated Press which was a stark
reminder of how serious this issue is.
That article reported on a VA study
which found that more than half of the
veterans who took their own lives from
2001 to 2005 were members of the Na-
tional Guard or Reserve, even though
the Guard and Reserve have made up
less than a third of U.S. forces in Iraq
and Afghanistan.

Prolonged deployments are stretch-
ing our troops to the breaking point.
Earlier this week General Casey ac-
knowledged his concern about the
strain on the military. He told the Sen-
ate Armed Services Committee that
the Army is under so much stress from
extended deployments that we must re-
duce the length of combat tours as
soon as possible. Many of our service-
members have seen their best friends
killed. They have seen other untold
horrors. Yet somehow we expect them
to come back from the battlefield,
come back home unaffected by what
they have seen, or their experience. We
have to ensure that the military takes
action to ensure that our troops are
getting the psychological care they
need. We need to see a change in the
culture. That change has to be more
than a talking point. Senior military
leaders have pledged to do more, but
they have to ensure that their words
and their programs are being executed
in the field. They have to work to
break down the stigma that is, unfor-
tunately, associated with seeking men-
tal health treatment. They have to en-
sure that troops have psychiatrists and
psychologists to talk to, and they have
to ensure that those who seek help
aren’t then penalized. We have to find
ways to reach out to servicemembers
who are discharged and are not seeking
care from the VA. This is especially
important for our Guard and Reserves
who oftentimes, when they come home,
don’t think of themselves as veterans.
They return from the war and go back
to their civilian jobs without ever get-
ting help.

In my State of Washington, over
10,200 Guard and Reserve members have
now served in Iraq and Afghanistan.
Our troops and veterans are heroes who
are sacrificing for our Nation. It is
time for our Government to wake up
and provide them with the care they
need.

I voted against going to war in Iraq.
But I have said consistently that no
matter how anyone feels about the
war, we have an obligation as leaders
to make sure our men and women who
fight for us get the care they deserve.
I am proud of the way this Congress,
led by the Democratic majority, moved
to address the problems facing our re-
turning servicemembers, which clearly
wasn’t a priority for the Bush adminis-
tration. Here in Congress, we said: Not
on our watch, not anymore.

A year after the Walter Reed story
drew attention to the treatment of
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servicemembers, we have made
progress. But we cannot let this issue
fade away. After examining the Presi-
dent’s VA budget proposal, I have to
tell my colleagues, I am disappointed
that the administration still doesn’t
seem to get it. In his State of the
Union Address this year, President
Bush said he was dedicated to pro-
viding for our Nation’s veterans. But at
a time when thousands of new veterans
are entering the VA system with seri-
ous medical needs as a result of the
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, the ad-
ministration is underestimating the
cost of medical care and is cutting
funding for construction and medical
and prosthetic research. At a time
when our older veterans are seeking
care in record numbers, the President
is proposing fees for them and copays
that are essentially going to shut the
door of the VA to thousands of people
who served our country. That is wrong.
I am going to be working very hard
this year to ensure that those mis-
guided proposals do not become reality.

The same is true as we address the
budget for caring for our troops. Our
servicemembers risk their lives for our
security every single day. They have
done everything we have asked. We
have to live up to our commitment to
them.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

——
ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, we are
advised by the Democratic cloakroom
there will not be a member of the ma-
jority who will come in to use the re-
mainder of their morning business
time, so I ask unanimous consent that
I be allowed to speak during the re-
mainder of that time as well as the 30
minutes allotted to the minority.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. CORNYN. I thank the Chair.

————
IRAQ

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, we are
confronted with a piece of legislation
introduced by the distinguished Sen-
ator from Wisconsin, Mr. FEINGOLD,
which calls for setting forth the global
strategy of the United States to com-
bat and defeat al-Qaida and its affili-
ates. The question I guess I would ask
is: Where have those who propose a new
strategy been? Have they been paying
attention to the good news that has
been coming out of Iraq and Afghani-
stan when it comes to our ability and
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