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civic organizations and educational institutions.
Among his roles, he works on behalf of Urban
League Chicago, Straight Talk America, the
Economic Club of Chicago, and the Chicago
Historical Society. Additionally, | am proud to
call John a good friend.

John excels professionally as the chairman,
president, and CEO of Chicago-based Exelon
Corporation, one of the Nation’s largest en-
ergy companies, with over 17,000 employees.
Under Mr. Rowe’s direction, Exelon was
named the Nation’s best utility company in
Forbes Magazine’s 2005 list of “The Best
Managed Companies in America.”

Mr. Theodore Schwartz is a lifelong
Chicagoan, whose entrepreneurship and de-
termination has led to the creation of hundreds
of jobs in the Chicago-area. Mr. Schwartz’s
company, APAC Customer Services, founded
in 1973, has grown into one of the largest,
and most successful teleservice companies in
the Nation.

Mr. Schwartz’s vision and ingenuity led him
to become one of the most respected figures
in the teleservice industry, and he has been
rewarded with several honors, including the II-
linois High Tech Entrepreneur Award, induc-
tion into the American Teleservices Associa-
tion Hall of Fame, the Call Center Solutions
Hall of Fame, and the University of lllinois En-
trepreneur Hall of Fame.

The lllinois Holocaust Museum and Edu-
cation Center was founded by Holocaust sur-
vivors more than 25 years ago in order to pre-
serve the history of the Holocaust, teach new
generations about the dangers of hate, and
honor the lives of the millions who perished.
This award celebrates two men who have
helped make the mission of the Center a re-
ality.

Madam Speaker, | am proud to honor Mr.
Rowe and Mr. Schwartz upon receiving this
award. Their efforts have helped the lllinois
Holocaust Museum and Education Center to
thrive. Congratulations to John and Ted on re-
ceiving the Humanitarian Award, and | wish
you both the best of luck in your future en-
deavors.

——————

HONORING THE LIFE OF WILLIAM
F. BUCKLEY, JR.

HON. TOM DAVIS

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 3, 2008

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor the life of an American
icon, William F. Buckley, Jr.

In many ways, William F. Buckley, Jr., de-
fined the conservative movement in the latter
part of the twentieth century. Founding the Na-
tional Review in 1955, and hosting the political
commentary show “Firing Line” from 1966 to
1999, William F. Buckley, Jr., brought conserv-
ative thought into the limelight and made it ac-
cessible to all of America.

His principles of smaller government, lower
taxes, and balanced budgets were the founda-
tion for the Contract with America, the Repub-
lican platform in the 1994 elections which
brought Republicans into the majority in the
House of Representatives for the first time in
40 years. | was a member of the House’s
freshman class in 1994, thanks in large part to
Mr. Buckley’s conservative vision.
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William F. Buckley graduated from Yale Uni-
versity in 1950, having been editor-in-chief of
the Yale Daily News. That year he married
Patricia Alden Austin “Pat” Taylor. A year
later, Buckley published his first book, “God
and Man at Yale,” criticizing his alma mater
for abandoning its original educational mis-
sion. William F. Buckley was also a vociferous
defender of Senator Joseph McCarthy, writing
“McCarthy and his Enemies” in 1954 to de-
bunk many of the false allegations aimed at
Senator McCarthy’s outspoken opposition to
communism in America.

Many Americans’ primary interaction with
Mr. Buckley’s views came from watching his
television show, “Firing Line.” Every week,
William showed the kind of fair, open-minded,
deliberate thinking embodied in conservative
thought. He often engaged his guests—from
both the right and left spectrums of political
thought—in the kind of discourse that is too
often missing in modern political discussions.

Buckley’s magazine, the National Review,
has been an equally successful standard-bear-
er for conservative thought. His biweekly col-
umn, “On the Right,” was published in more
than 320 newspapers around the country,
bringing his ideas to even more households.

William F. Buckley died on February 28,
2008, in the study of his home in Stamford,
Connecticut. He will be dearly missed, but his
place in history will not soon be forgotten.

——————

HONORING THE FRANKLIN HIGH
SCHOOL CHEERLEADERS

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 3, 2008

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Speaker, today
| rise to congratulate the Franklin High School
Varsity Cheerleaders, of Franklin, Tennessee,
on their excellent teamwork and recent second
place finish at the 2008 UCA National High
School Cheerleading Championships in Or-
lando. Competing against over 80 teams in
the Medium Varsity Division, the well-trained
team quickly rose to the top tier and garnered
a silver medal finish. Additionally, the FHS
cheerleaders won the “Smooth Moves Award”
for displaying the best partner stunt se-
quences in their division.

This national recognition has brought well-
deserved attention and accolades to these
girls, whose hard work and team spirit are evi-
dent to all. The Franklin High School cheer-
leaders can be seen on ESPN this Sunday
afternoon, representing with energy and dis-
tinction the City of Franklin and the great state
of Tennessee. | ask my colleagues to join me
in commending the Franklin High School Var-
sity Cheerleaders for their discipline, persever-
ance, and athletic excellence.

———

A TRIBUTE TO PATRICIA RUTH
HILL

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 3, 2008

Mr. TOWNS, Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to Patricia Ruth Hill. Patricia was
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born in Kane, Pennsylvania, a small city about
60 miles south of Pittsburgh to Mr. Ernest
Smith and Mrs. Ruth Collins Smith. She is one
of four children with two sisters; Ernestine
“Jo” Barham and Creeta “Petie” Owens; and
one brother Dr. Ernest H. Smith, Jr.

Patricia is a graduate of Oil City High
School’s class of 1945 and the Harlem Hos-
pital School of Nursing. Patricia is a retired
registered nurse who has been recognized nu-
merous times for her community involvement
as the editor of a newsletter, block club cap-
tain, and a member of the llion avenue Area
Block Association.

Patricia is the devoted wife of Arthur Burit
Hill, Sr., devoted mother to Arthur Burit Hill,
Jr., Emest Eldred Hill, Victoria Ruth Hill, and
Joanne Elaina Hill; as well as devoted grand-
mother to Drew Timberlake Hill.

Patricia, a two-time cancer survivor enjoys
knitting, traveling, and helping to raise her
grandson.

Madam Speaker, | would like to recognize
this wonderful woman for all that she has ac-
complished.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me in paying tribute to the Patricia Ruth
Hill.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JEFF FLAKE

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 3, 2008

Mr. FLAKE. Madam Speaker, | respectfully
request the opportunity to record my position
on rollcall votes 43, 44, and 45. | was regret-
tably absent from the chamber on February 12
during rollcall votes 43, 44, and 45. Had |
been present, | would have voted “yea” on
rolicall 43, “yea” on rollcall 44, and “yea” on
rollcall 45.

——————

RECOGNIZING CHELSEA BATEMAN
HON. JOE COURTNEY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 3, 2008

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize an exemplary student
Ledyard, Connecticut, Chelsea Bateman. On
March 3 and 4, 2008. Chelsea will represent
Connecticut in this year's Veterans of Foreign
Wars, VFW, Voice of Democracy national
scholarship competition in Washington, DC.

For over six decades, the VFW has hosted
the Voice of Democracy scholarship program
for high school students from around the Na-
tion. Every year, this program encourages stu-
dents to reflect on ideas of patriotism and de-
mocracy in their essays. Thousands of stu-
dents from Connecticut and across the Nation
submitted responses to the 2007—2008 theme,
“My Role in Honoring America’s Veterans”,
which were evaluated at the local, regional,
and State levels. Chelsea’s audio essay was
selected among thousands of submissions to
represent the State of Connecticut at the
VFW’s Voice of Democracy national scholar-
ship competition in Washington, DC.

Chelsea’s response to this year's theme,
“My Role in Honoring America’s Veterans”,
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explores the significance of common, every-
day actions that we all can take to honor our
Nation’s veterans. She contends that honoring
our veterans in national day of celebration is
important, but extending our support in simple
everyday actions is perhaps the best way that
we can display our gratitude.

Chelsea reflects on these ideas, discussing
a visit to her WWII veteran grandfather, Pepe,
at his retirement home. On the visit, she real-
ized the impact of the smallest encouraging
gesture from a nurse and the simple act of the
family’s visit had on her veteran grandfather.
Through expressions of love, encouragement,
and general thoughtfulness we are all able to
honor America’s veterans.

Simple actions can produce profound ef-
fects. Chelsea’s insights will not only work to
honor America’s veterans, but will produce a
kinder, more thoughtful society. Madam
Speaker, | ask that my colleagues to join with
me and my constituents in recognizing Chel-
sea’s achievement and fulfilling her ideas on
honoring our Nation’s veterans.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE HISTORIC
CONTRIBUTIONS FROM AFRICA

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 3, 2008

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay special tribute to the historical contribu-
tions that Africa has made to civilization. Too
often their contributions are overlooked. Rulers
and leaders such as Tenhamenin, Sonni Ali,
Abram Hannibal, Chaka, Nelson Mandela, Ju-
lius Nyerre and Kwame Nkrumah, just to
name a few, are often briefly mentioned or for-
gotten. Africa is a diverse continent, with nat-
ural resources, growth opportunity and a
strong history, which needs more recognition
and support.

In recognition of the importance of Africa, |
am pleased that President George Bush has
made his second trip to Africa, visiting Benin,
Tanzania, Rwanda, Ghana and Liberia to en-
courage and support these countries’ govern-
ment stability and economic growth potential.
During the spring district work period, March
17-26, 2008, | am leading a bipartisan Com-
mittee on Ways and Means delegation to
South Africa, Lesotho, Uganda, Ghana and
Mali to meet with government officials in re-
gard to broadening and deepening trade and
economic ties between the United States and
sub-Saharan Africa.

As a result of the President’s visit to Africa
and mine, | hope that Americans will become
more aware of the contributions made by Afri-
cans and the importance of this great con-
tinent so that their contributions to civilization
will no longer be ignored or forgotten.

[From the Caribbean News]

STORIES To BE TOLD AND CHAPTERS To EN-
SURE THAT AFRICAN CONTRIBUTION TO
HUMAN CIVILIZATION BECOMES COMMON
KNOWLEDGE AROUND THE WORLD

(By Tony Best)

Turn back the hands of time.

It’s 1066 and the man history later dubbed
“William the Conqueror,” the illegitimate
son of Duke Robert of Normandy, invaded
England to claim what he saw was his inher-
itance and was crowned King on Christmas
Day of that year.
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At the same time, Tenhamenin, the ruler
of the vast Ghana Empire, could place 200,000
warriors on the field of battle in Africa and
with precision and military strategy take on
all adversaries.

Fast forward to 1488, a period of feudalism
in Europe. It was in that year that the rulers
of Songhay, the third of the great African
empires, conquered Mali and took control of
the fabled City of Timbuktu, the site of the
University of Sankore, an important inter-
national center of learning in the world that
attracted prominent scholars, both Black
and White. These are but two nuggets of his-
tory, long hidden from global public view
and scholarly research in the major univer-
sities of Europe and North America.

Chances are thousands of students at some
of America’s historically Black colleges and
universities will hear this month much
about the empires of Ghana, Mali, Songhay
and Kanem that thrived on the African con-
tinent between the year 1000 and 16th cen-
tury, promoting trade, developing seats of
learning and fostering the use of precio.

The focus on Black achievement in Feb-
ruary brings to center-stage the vital and
multi-faceted roles played by peoples of Afri-
can descent in advancing human develop-
ment globally. From their ancestral home-
land in Africa to North America, the Carib-
bean, Latin America and other parts of the
world, people of color have been instru-
mental in improving the daily lives of
human beings everywhere.

It’s a contribution that has been delib-
erately ignored, downplayed or distorted by
many white historians and archeologists.
Hence, the value of Black History Month in
North America.

Names that run the gamut from Pianky,
the military genius and Black King of Nubia
who conquered Egypt around 700 BC; Antar,
the African-Arabian poet and story teller;
Sonni Ali, the 15th century warrior king of
Songhay, and Abram Hannibal, the soldier
and commander of 18th century Russia to
Chaka who led and forged the proud Black
nation of South until his assassination in
1828 and Estavancio, Arizona’s African ‘‘dis-
coverer,’”’” dot the page of history.

Their presence and deeds underscore an es-
sential reality: Blacks have been part and
parcel of world history, present from explo-
ration and revolution to scientific and other
technological achievements.

Along with the Hittites, Blacks from Afri-
ca pioneered in the making of iron, fashioned
precious stones into historic ornaments,
statues and valuable works of art and used
oil-bearing plants for both medicinal and di-
etary purposes.

They developed cereal and transformed a
wild plant into cotton, thus opening up the
world the art of weaving.

They were among the world’s first farmers,
producing wheat, groundnuts, yams, water-
melons and possibly coffee.

During the heydays of Greek civilization,
when Herodotus, the famous historian wrote
about the ‘“‘Black and curly-haired’ soldiers
in the army of Xerxes around 480 BC and
when the Roman Empire was at its heights
and Kush was an African province of Rome
in the 4th century A.D. Blacks weren’t ig-
nored.

In much later times when the Empires of
Ghana, Mali, Songhay and Kanem and when
Europe was experiencing the ‘“‘Dark Ages,”
African states were flourishing with estab-
lished governmental systems, proud univer-
sities and successful commercial activity.

Today. after centuries of colonial and im-
perial domination, Africa is emerging as a
region with immense potential that can be
an example to the rest of the world in the
decades ahead.

After being brutalized by 19th and 20th
century European expansionism, civilization
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and bigotry, the African continent succeeded
in gaining self-rule, beginning with Ghana in
1957. In the decades since then, a mix of the
residual and pernicious effects of colonialism
and dictatorial rule, derailed many of the
dreams of hundreds of millions of people in
Africa and stifled progress.

But things have changed. More countries
have embraced open government, are abiding
by the rule of law, the will of the people and
are harnessing their vast human and natural
resources for the upliftment of all.

In addition, towering international figures,
including Nelson Mandela, a global hero of
courage and principle, the late Julius
Nyerre, the first President of Tanzania,
Kwame Nkrumah. who led the way by be-
coming the first African in the 20th century
to Head an independent nation as colonial
rule began to crumble and Jomo Kenyatta of
Kenya, have taken their rightful places as
leaders who gave direction and purpose to
the international community.

Unfortunately though, Kenya suffered a se-
vere setback in December 2007, when a scan-
dalous hijacking of the presidential elections
by supporters of the incumbent leader, Mwai
Kibaki, triggered a bloodbath that left al-
most 1,000 dead and hundreds of thousands of
Kenyans homeless.

But that is expected to be a temporary set-
back along the road of progress.

As the story of the exploits of Black people
emerges from the bottom draw of history
which recorded by Whites, especially Euro-
peans, the accurate picture that surfaces is
one not simply of grandeur of days past but
of concrete achievement and of a bright fu-
ture.

——

HONORING ROSLYN McCALLISTER
BROCK

HON. DALE E. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 3, 2008

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, | ask the
House of Representatives to join me in hon-
oring Roslyn McCallister Brock, vice chairman
of the National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People board of directors and
a member of their National Board of Trustees.
Roslyn will be the keynote speaker at the Flint
Branch-NAACP’s 27th annual Freedom Fund
dinner on March 1, 2008.

After graduating magna cum laude from Vir-
ginia Union University, Roslyn earned her
master’s degree in health services administra-
tion from George Washington University and
an MBA from the Kellogg School of Manage-
ment at Northwestern University. She worked
with the health programs at the W.K. Kellogg
Foundation for 10 years and is currently the
director of system fund development at Bon
Secours Health System, Incorporated.

Roslyn McCallister Brock is the youngest
person and first woman elected to the vice
chair position in the history of the NAACP.
After holding several leadership positions with
the NAACP, she was elected unanimously to
this position in February 2001 at the age of
35.

In addition to this honor, Roslyn has re-
ceived substantial recognition for her commu-
nity service. She received the Network Jour-
nal’'s 2004 “40-Under-Forty Achievement
Award”; Ebony Magazine’s 1989 “Future
Leader Award”; the 1987 Good Housekeeping
“100 Young Women of Promise” Award. She
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