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through 90 on March 4, 2008. My plane was
delayed due to bad weather in Atlanta.

| would have voted:

Rollcall vote No. 88, H.R. 1143—To author-
ize the Secretary of the Interior to lease cer-
tain lands in Virgin Islands National Park and
for other purposes “aye”;

Rollcall vote No. 89, H.R. 1311—To direct
the Secretary of the Interior to convey the
Alta-Hualapai Site to the city of Las Vegas,
Nevada, for the development of a cancer
treatment facility, “aye”; and

Rollcall vote No. 90, H.R. 816—To provide
for the release of certain land from the Sunrise
Mountain Instant Study Area in the State of
Nevada and to grant a right-of-way across the
released land for the construction and mainte-
nance of a flood control project, “aye”.

——————

IN HONOR OF SIXTY-THREE YEARS
OF EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE
AT TORAH ACADEMY OF MIN-
NEAPOLIS

HON. MICHELE BACHMANN

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2008

Mrs. BACHMANN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the teachers, parents, and
community of the Torah Academy in St. Louis
Park, Minnesota. This weekend, at its annual
banquet celebration, the Torah Academy will
celebrate 63 years of educational excellence
and service to children from pre-school
through the eighth grade.

Founded in 1945, the Torah Academy pro-
vides a well-rounded and highly regarded edu-
cation in the basics of reading, writing, and
arithmetic, as well as Judaic studies. The
teachers and staff there are committed to pro-
viding a nurturing environment and to instilling
in students a lifelong love of learning.

Torah Academy depends upon the dedi-
cated service of so many fine individual volun-
teers and corporate citizens to ensure that it
meets its mission of educational excellence. At
their banquet this weekend, the community will
honor two in particular: Rabbi Joshua
Borenstein, the Academy’s outstanding Execu-
tive Director, and King Solutions, Inc.

King, founded by Meyer Bolnick and Mike
Patterson, will be honored as the Business of
Distinction as “a business built on strong val-
ues, and a role model of responsibility and
commitment to the community.” Community
service is an integral part of the work that King
does in the Twin Cities area.

In addition to Rabbi Borenstein, who has
served the Torah Academy community for a
full decade, the Academy depends on many
fine staff, including Rabbi Binyomin Ginsberg,
Dean, and Mrs. Ginger Vance, Principal. | join
the Minneapolis-area community this weekend
in commending these outstanding educators
and active citizens for their commitment to the
core values and mission of Torah Academy.
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HONORING THE LIFE AND WORK
OF ADRIENNE SWENSON

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2008

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, it is with
great sadness that | rise today to recognize
the passing of a good friend, who was one of
Sonoma County’s notable environmental activ-
ists and a conscience for social justice, Adri-
enne Swenson. Adrienne was 81 when she
died in January of pulmonary disease. Adri-
enne touched the lives of thousands through
her successful environmental conservation ef-
forts, her commitment to social justice, and
her work for the Democratic Party.

| knew Adrienne through all of these arenas
and agree with her friends and colleagues,
who are universal in their praise.

“She was a remarkable woman. She was a
person committed to the idea that society
could be improved,” said David Thatcher, who
along with others, helped Adrienne found the
Peace and Justice Center of Sonoma County.
“She was a tower of strength in so many
ways.”

But what was so remarkable about Adrienne
was that in all her interests she always had a
wider context in mind. Her work with the local
United Nations community, her commitment to
the peace process, her participation on the
county planning commission—she integrated
them all in the interest of trying to make a bet-
ter society.

Born in San Francisco, Adrienne spent her
life in California, except for 2 years in Spain
when she and her husband, Len, and their
three children lived what she once called “the
good life,” traveling about Europe, studying art
and learning Spanish.

A trip to Yosemite later introduced her to
what became her favorite activities—family
camping, backpacking, and birding. This led to
her lifelong devotion to environmental issues,
which interest she shared with her husband, a
longtime Sierra Club leader.

Later, Adrienne served on the Manhattan
Beach City Council while living in southern
California, and on the Sonoma County Plan-
ning Commission after moving back to north-
ern California. “She really set a standard,”
said Bill Kortum, a member of the board of su-
pervisors, which appointed her. “She was al-
ways very well informed.”

Politically, Adrienne was active in the Santa
Rosa Democratic Club and served on the
Democratic Central Committee for nearly 20
years.

But where Adrienne really left her legacy
was the Peace and Justice Center of Sonoma
County.

“She had an incredible sense of justice in
the face of overwhelming injustice,” says Eliz-
abeth Stinson, the center's director. “She
worked tirelessly for more than 30 years in
every capacity you can think of.”

She was vehemently anti-war and opposed
the occupation of Irag. Standing on the corner
at Mendocino and College avenues almost
every week with a group of women, all
dressed in black, she protested until she could
no longer stand.

Madam Speaker, Adrienne Swenson would
want us to carry on her work here in Con-
gress, to be inspired by her tenacity and will-
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ingness to confront difficult subjects, knowing
the world is better for her contributions to it.

IN SUPPORT OF THE GOALS OF A
NATIONAL SIBLINGS DAY

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 6, 2008

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to show my support for
the goals of a National Siblings Day for all
Americans, a day to honor our sisters and
brothers for the many ways in which they en-
rich our lives. This occasion would give us the
opportunity to show appreciation for our sib-
lings, much the same way that Mother's Day
and Father's Day are celebrated, and com-
pletes the celebration of the whole family. One
of my Manhattan constituents, Claudia Evart,
has worked tirelessly to encourage everyone
to honor their siblings on April 10th each year.

April 10th marks the birthday of Claudia’s
sister Lisette, who died tragically in 1972 at
age 19 in a car accident that also killed their
father. An additional tragedy struck in 1987,
when Ms. Evart's older brother, Alan, died in
an accident in his home. He was 36 years old.

Siblings make an important contribution to
who we are. Often, when our parents are
gone, our siblings are our only remaining fam-
ily. And, sometimes, as in the case of my con-
stituent Claudia Evart, Siblings Day will help
us remember siblings whom we have lost at
an early age.

| applaud these past 12 years of hard work
by Claudia Evart who has created a loving
tribute to her deceased siblings with her work
to establish a National Siblings Day. Her in-
spired work should serve as a lesson to us all.
Since 1998, 31 governors have issued guber-
natorial proclamations in their states for Sib-
lings Day: AL, AR, AZ, CO, CT, FL, IL, IA, KS,
KY, LA, ME, MD, MA, MI, MS, MO, NE, NH,
NJ, NM, NY, PA, RI, SC, VT, VA, WV, WA,
WI and WY. Therefore, | now call on the Con-
gress to recognize the importance of contribu-
tions of all family members, including our sib-
lings, by supporting the goals of a National
Siblings Day for all Americans.

———

PAUL WELLSTONE MENTAL
HEALTH AND ADDICTION EQUITY
ACT OF 2007

SPEECH OF

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 5, 2008

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, | am delighted
that yesterday Congress was able to pass the
long overdue Paul Wellstone Mental Health
and Addiction Equity Act, finally vowing to end
the discrepancy of health care and treatment
available to patients with mental illness and
addiction disorders. | commend Mr. KENNEDY
and Mr. RAMSTAD for their steadfast and cou-
rageous efforts to bring this bill, and even
more so, this issue, to the forefront of this
Congress. This bill seeks to establish parity in
coverage between mental health care and
other forms of health care, ensuring greater
access to treatment.
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