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school and collegiate athletics, to women.
Congresswoman Mink’s legacy lives on as,
each year, hundreds of women across the Na-
tion participate in NCAA athletics, learn team-
work and perseverance, earn scholarships en-
abling them to study at college, and enjoy
equal footing with men in the academic arena.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to pay tribute to
the women, local heroes, of my district.
Women like Ramona Tolliver, long time Fifth
Ward resident, former precinct chair, founding
board member of Fifth Ward Community Re-
development Corporation, member of Our
Mother of Mercy Catholic Church, and mem-
ber of the Metropolitan Organization, who is
still actively advocating for her community.
Women like Nellie Joyce Punch, long time
Fifth Ward resident, retired educator at Phyllis
Wheatley High School, former precinct chair,
founding board member of Fifth Ward Com-
munity Redevelopment Corporation, member
of the Methodist Church, also actively working
on behalf of her community. Both Ms. Tolliver
and Ms. Punch are active in Houston’s Fifth
Ward, where they act as the conscience for
the community, calling for change and actively
working to better our city.

Women like Dr. Charlesetta Deason, prin-
cipal of Houston’s DeBakey High School for
Health Professions. Dr. Deason helms a
school that offers students interested in
science and health careers an alternative to
the traditional high school experience, located
in the renowned Texas Medical Center and
boasting an ethnically diverse faculty and an
excellent introductory study of medicine.

Or women like Harris County Commissioner
Sylvia Garcia, the first Hispanic and first
woman to be elected in her own right to the
office. Commissioner Garcia is active in the
Houston community, and she has served on
more than 25 community boards and commis-
sions, including the San Jacinto Girl Scouts,
the Houston Hispanic Forum, the American
Leadership Forum, the Texas Southern Uni-
versity Foundation, and the Institute of His-
panic Culture.

As a Nation, we have come a long way to-
ward recognizing the important role women
play, not only in our local communities, but in
our Nation as a whole. Since 1917, when
Representative Jeannette Rankin of Montana
became the first woman to serve in Congress,
243 more women have served as U.S. Rep-
resentatives or Senators. In 1968, Shirley
Chisholm became the first African American
woman elected to Congress; | am now proud
to be one of 13 African American women serv-
ing in this body.

In addition, we are now, for the first time,
under the leadership of a woman Speaker of
the House. Speaker PELOSI has led this
Democratic Congress in a new direction, lis-
tening to the will of the American people, as
it was clearly expressed last November.

Mr. Speaker, the great tragedy of women’s
history is that, many times, the history of
women is not written down. Too often,
throughout the course of history, the contribu-
tions of women have gone unrecorded,
unheralded, and are now forgotten. And so,
Mr. Speaker, during Women’s History Month,
we do not stand here only to remember the
Eleanor Roosevelts, Harriet Tubmans, and
Rosa Parks, women who are now celebrated
in our schools and history books, but also the
millions of female unsung heroes who built
this Nation, and who made it truly great.
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| would like to pay special tribute to women,
mothers, and grandmothers across the coun-
try. In particular, | would like to draw attention
to the growing phenomenon of grandparents
raising children. As of 1996, 4 million children
were being raised by their grandparents, and
statistics published the following year indicated
that more than one-tenth of all grandparents
provided the primary care for their grand-
children for at least 6 months and typically
much longer. These numbers continue to
grow, and these grandparents, generally ineli-
gible for financial or social support, often suf-
fer greatly to provide a safe and loving home
for these children.

In addition, Mr. Speaker, we pay tribute to
the brave women who serve proudly in our
Nation’s military. We have come a long way
since the first American woman soldier, Debo-
rah Sampson of Massachusetts, who enlisted
as a Continental Army soldier under the name
of “Robert Shurtlief.” Women served with dis-
tinction in World War II: 350,000 American
women served during World War Il, and 16
were killed in action. In total, they gained over
1,500 medals, citations, and commendations.
In December 1989, CPT Linda L. Bray, 29,
became the first woman to command Amer-
ican soldiers in battle, during the invasion of
Panama.

The war in Iraq marks the first time in Amer-
ican history that a substantial number of the
combat wounded are women. 350,000 women
are serving in the U.S. military—almost 15
percent of active duty personnel, and one in
every seven troops in Irag is a woman.
Women play a role in nearly all types of mili-
tary operation, and they have time and time
again demonstrated extreme bravery, courage,
and patriotism.

| would particularly like to honor one of our
heroic daughters: Army SPC Monica L. Brown.
Brown is the first woman in Afghanistan and
only the second female soldier since World
War Il to receive the Silver Star, the Nation’s
third-highest medal for valor. Army SPC
Monica Brown was part of a four-vehicle con-
voy patrolling near Jani Kheil in the eastern
province of Paktia on April 25, 2007, when a
bomb struck one of the Humvees. After the
explosion, in which five soldiers in her unit
were wounded, Brown ran through insurgent
gunfire and used her body to shield wounded
comrades as mortars fell less than 100 yards
away. Army Specialist Brown, a native Texan,
represents the best of our Nation’s fighting
men and women, and she clearly dem-
onstrates that the admirable qualities of patri-
otism, valor, and courage know no gender.

Mr. Speaker, Women’s History Month is an
opportunity for all Americans to reflect on the
women who have built, strengthened, and
maintained this great Nation. Women who
have often gone unrecognized and unheralded
for their great achievements, sacrifices, and
contributions. | ask my colleagues to join me
in paying tribute to the women in their commu-
nities, in their families, and in their lives.

I, along with the residents of the 18th Con-
gressional District of Texas, recognize the
unique contributions of women throughout the
course of American history. | ask my col-
leagues to join me in supporting this resolu-
tion.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
had some other speakers who had in-
tended to be here. Unfortunately, they
have not arrived, and I would yield
back the balance of my time.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
DAvVIS) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 1021, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

CODY GRATER POST OFFICE
BUILDING

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 5168) to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 19101 Cortez Boulevard in
Brooksville, Florida, as the ‘Cody
Grater Post Office Building”’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5168

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. CODY GRATER POST OFFICE BUILD-
ING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 19101
Cortez Boulevard in Brooksville, Florida,
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘Cody
Grater Post Office Building’’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘“‘Cody Grater Post Of-
fice Building”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. DAVIS) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.
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Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the
House Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform, I am pleased to
join my colleagues, particularly the
gentlewoman from the Sunshine State
of Florida, in consideration of H.R.
5168, which names the postal facility in
Brooksville, Florida, after a fallen
hero, Army Specialist Cody Grater.

Introduced on January 29, 2008, H.R.
5168 1is offered by Congresswoman
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GINNY BROWN-WAITE, Representative of
Florida’s Fifth Congressional District,
and is cosponsored by the State’s en-
tire congressional delegation. Con-
gresswoman GINNY BROWN-WAITE’S
measure, H.R. 5168, was reported from
the Oversight Committee on February
26, 2008, by voice vote.

This morning’s postal naming bill
honoring Specialist Grater brings to
life the tragic yet heroic story of an-
other American soldier who gave his
life in service to this great country of
ours.

A native of Spring Hill, Florida, Spe-
cialist Cody Grater was tragically
killed on July 29, 2007, when his guard
position was struck by a rocket-pro-
pelled grenade near Baghdad in Iraq.
Specialist Grater was only 20 years old
when he lost his life in the line of duty
as a member of the 407th Brigade Sup-
port Battalion, 2nd Brigade Combat
Team, 82nd Airborne Division out of
Fort Bragg, North Carolina.

The son of Anita Lewis and Larry
Decker, Cody Grater joined the Army
in April of 2006, and for his service, al-
though short-lived, he has been award-
ed the Bronze Star Medal and the Pur-
ple Heart. It is reported that during his
burial service at Florida National Cem-
etery in Bushnell, Florida, the streets
were lined for miles with well-wishers
and people waving flags, saluting and
crying in tribute to a true American
hero.

Mr. Speaker, let us also join that
host of well-wishers, loved ones and
friends of Specialist Cody Grater and
pass H.R. 5168, designating the Cortez
Boulevard Post Office Building in
Brooksville, Florida, in his honor.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield such time as she may consume
to the author of this legislation, the
gentlewoman from Florida (Ms. GINNY
BROWN-WAITE).

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida. I thank the gentleman for recog-
nizing me.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of my bill, H.R. 5168, which will rename
the post office on Cortez Boulevard in
Brooksville, Florida, after Private
First Class Cody Grater. Cody was a
resident from my district who lived in
Spring Hill. He gave the ultimate sac-
rifice, his life, for his country while
serving in Iraq.

Cody Grater joined the Army in 2006
when he was only 19 years old. Actu-
ally, my grandson went to high school
with him, so this tragedy certainly did
hit home with our family. Cody was
proud to be serving his country and
hoped to make a career out of his serv-
ice in the Army. By the time of his
death in July 2007, Cody had received
the Purple Heart, the Bronze Star
Medal, the Combat Action Badge and
many other honors.

While serving on guard duty in Bagh-
dad, the rooftop where Cody stood
guard was struck by a rocket-propelled
grenade. Just two weeks earlier, Cody
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been on leave in Florida with his fam-
ily, where he was telling people about
his previous experiences in Iraq, shar-
ing it with his friends, family and
former high school mates. Even though
he was just at the halfway point of his
tour of duty, Cody expressed plans to
reenlist after his initial service in the
Army was completed.

I hope that this act of renaming the
post office will memorialize Cody’s
brave and selfless life. Cody Grater
epitomizes the courage and patriotism
of our volunteer military, and we must
never forget his great sacrifice to our
Nation.

I urge my colleagues to support this
bill, which rightfully honors Cody
Grater.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
continue to reserve my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of this legislation to rename the post
office located at 19101 Cortez Boulevard
in Brooksville, Florida, in honor of Pri-
vate First Class Cody Grater.

Private First Class Grater’s love for
his country can’t be disputed, of
course. He joined the U.S. Army as
soon as he finished Springstead High
School in Florida, and then made the
ultimate sacrifice, laying down his life
for the country he held dear.

Growing up in Hernando County,
Florida, Cody enjoyed working with
cars and reading military-themed
books. This, of course, led him to join
the Army in April of 2006, where he was
assigned to the 40th Brigade Battalion,
2nd Brigade Command Team, and then
reassigned to the 82nd Airborne Divi-
sion.

On July 29, 2007, Private First Class
Grater was standing post on a rooftop
of an outpost in Baghdad when he and
a fellow comrade were struck by a
rocket-propelled grenade. Tragically,
20-year-old Pfc. Grater was killed.

Among his many awards and decora-
tions for his remarkable achievements
were the Bronze Star, Purple Heart,
National Defense Service Medal, Iraq
Campaign Medal, Global War on Ter-
rorism Medal, Army Service Ribbon
and the Combat Action Badge.

Pfc. Grater loved serving his country
and firmly believed he was making a
difference. With gratitude for his brav-
ery and sacrifice to our country, I ask
all Members to join me in voting to re-
name the post office located at 19101
Cortez Boulevard in Brooksville, Flor-
ida, in his honor.

I want to thank Ms. GINNY BROWN-
WAITE for bringing this legislation for-
ward, and Chairman WAXMAN and
Chairman DAVIS for their assistance in
moving this to the floor today.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
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DAvIs) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5168.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

PAYING ATTORNEYS OF INDIGENT
DEFENDANTS IN THE DISTRICT
OF COLUMBIA

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 5551) to amend title 11, Dis-
trict of Columbia Official Code, to im-
plement the increase provided under
the District of Columbia Appropria-
tions Act, 2008, in the amount of funds
made available for the compensation of
attorneys representing indigent defend-
ants in the District of Columbia courts,
and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5551

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. IMPLEMENTATION OF INCREASE
PROVIDED IN FUNDING FOR COM-
PENSATION OF ATTORNEYS REP-
RESENTING INDIGENT DEFENDANTS
IN DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA COURTS.

(a) INCREASE IN HOURLY RATE.—Section 11—
2604(a), District of Columbia Official Code, is
amended by striking ¢‘$65 per hour’ and in-
serting ‘‘$80 per hour’’.

(b) INCREASE IN CAPS ON TOTAL COMPENSA-
TION PAID FOR PARTICULAR CASES.—Section
11-2604(b), District of Columbia Official Code,
is amended to read as follows:

‘“(b) The compensation to be paid to an at-
torney appointed pursuant to this chapter
shall not exceed the following maximum
amounts:

‘(1) For representation of a defendant be-
fore the Superior Court of the District of Co-
lumbia for misdemeanors or felonies, the
maximum amount set forth in section
3006A(d)(2) of title 18, United States Code, for
representation of a defendant before the
United States magistrate judge or the dis-
trict court for misdemeanors or felonies (as
the case may be).

‘“(2) For representation of a defendant be-
fore the District of Columbia Court of Ap-
peals, the maximum amount set forth in sec-
tion 3006A(d)(2) of title 18, United States
Code, for representation of a defendant in an
appellate court.

““(3) For representation of a defendant in
post-trial matters for misdemeanors or felo-
nies, the amount applicable under paragraph
(1) for misdemeanors or felonies (as the case
may be).”.

SEC. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE.

The amendments made by this Act shall
apply with respect to cases and proceedings
initiated on or after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from I1-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. DAVIS) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
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