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(10) ‘‘Article [25]: Convincing concerned 

countries in the world to prevent Jewish im-
migration to Palestine as a method of solv-
ing the problem.’’ 

The issue of the Mideast peace proc-
ess has been tortuous. There have been 
so many developments since Israel 
emerged as a state in 1949. The enmity, 
which has existed for thousands of 
years, has meant senseless killing, ter-
rorism in Israel, and Hezbollah firing 
rockets into northern Israel, prompt-
ing the justified retaliation by Israel as 
a matter of self-defense. 

Much has changed since the Fatah 
Constitution was written in 1964. While 
some question the relevance of the doc-
ument with respect to the day-to-day 
operations of the Palestinian Govern-
ment, the fact remains that the lan-
guage is incendiary. By striking the 
polemical language from its constitu-
tion, Fatah would be setting an exam-
ple for the Arab world. It would dem-
onstrate that the Palestinian leader-
ship understands the importance of 
words and perceptions in the peace 
process. 

This is not the first time I have ad-
dressed such an issue. In 1994, the U.S. 
Congress adopted an amendment put 
forward by Senator SHELBY and myself, 
which conditioned U.S. aid on the Pal-
estinian Liberation Organization’s 
elimination of provisions in its charter 
that called for the destruction of 
Israel. The amendment was accepted 
by the U.S. Congress. 

The problem of the institutionaliza-
tion of inflammatory language in the 
Middle East extends beyond the Fatah 
Constitution. The Center for Religious 
Freedom, formerly affiliated with 
Freedom House, in a 2006 report enti-
tled ‘‘Saudi Arabia’s Curriculum of In-
tolerance,’’ stated that despite 2005 
statements by the Saudi Foreign Min-
ister that their educational curricula 
have been reformed, this is ‘‘simply not 
the case.’’ On the contrary, religious 
textbooks continue to advocate the de-
struction of any non-Wahhabi Muslim. 
Saudi Arabia has established 
Wahhabism, an extreme form of Islam, 
as the official state doctrine, and about 
5 million children are instructed each 
year in Islamic studies using Saudi 
Ministry of Education textbooks. 

My intent in bringing the Fatah Con-
stitution into focus now is not to un-
dermine the Presidency of Mahmoud 
Abbas. Rather, my intent is to ensure 
that these problems of perception are 
addressed now so that all parties can 
take further steps towards peace. 

The November 27, 2007, Joint Israeli- 
Palestinian Declaration at Annapolis 
stated, ‘‘We express our determination 
to bring an end to bloodshed, suffering 
and decades of conflict between our 
peoples; to usher in a new era of peace, 
based on freedom, security, justice, 
dignity, respect and mutual recogni-
tion; to propagate a culture of peace 
and nonviolence; to confront terrorism 
and incitement, whether committed by 
Palestinians or Israelis.’’ 

As Secretary of State Condoleezza 
Rice stated on October 15, 2007, in 

Ramallah, ‘‘If you’re going to have a 
two-state solution, you have to accept 
the right of the other party to exist. If 
you’re going to have a two-state solu-
tion that is born of negotiation, you’re 
going to have to renounce violence.’’ I 
urge President Abbas to take action, 
not only in words, but with deeds. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 500—HON-
ORING MILITARY CHILDREN 
DURING ‘‘NATIONAL MONTH OF 
THE MILITARY CHILD’’ 

Mr. KENNEDY (for himself and Mr. 
BAYH) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services: 

S. RES. 500 

Whereas more than 2,000,000 men and 
women are demonstrating their courage and 
commitment to freedom by serving in the 
Armed Forces of the United States; 

Whereas 46 percent of members of the 
Armed Forces, when deployed away from 
their permanent duty stations, leave fami-
lies with children behind; 

Whereas no one feels the effect of deploy-
ments more than the children of deployed 
members of the Armed Forces; 

Whereas, as of March 2007, approximately 
2,108 children had lost a parent serving in 
Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation En-
during Freedom; 

Whereas the daily struggles and personal 
sacrifices of children of members of the 
Armed Forces too often go unnoticed; 

Whereas the children of members of the 
Armed Forces are a source of pride and 
honor to the people of the United States and 
it is fitting that the Nation recognize their 
contributions and celebrate their spirit; 

Whereas the ‘‘National Month of the Mili-
tary Child’’, observed in April each year, rec-
ognizes military children for their sacrifices 
and contributes to demonstrating the Na-
tion’s unconditional support for members of 
the Armed Forces; 

Whereas, in addition to Department of De-
fense programs to support military families 
and military children, various programs and 
campaigns have been established in the pri-
vate sector to honor, support, and thank 
military children by fostering awareness and 
appreciation for the sacrifices and the chal-
lenges they face; and 

Whereas a month-long salute to military 
children will encourage support for those or-
ganizations and campaigns established to 
provide direct support for military children 
and families: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) joins the Secretary of Defense in hon-

oring the children of members of the Armed 
Forces and recognizes that those children 
also share in the burden of protecting the 
Nation; 

(2) urges the people of the United States to 
join with the military community in observ-
ing the ‘‘National Month of the Military 
Child’’ with appropriate ceremonies and ac-
tivities that honor, support, and thank mili-
tary children; and 

(3) recognizes with great appreciation the 
contributions made by private-sector organi-
zations that provide resources and assistance 
to military families and the communities 
that support them. 

SENATE RESOLUTION 501—HON-
ORING THE SACRIFICE OF THE 
MEMBERS OF THE UNITED 
STATES ARMED FORCES WHO 
HAVE BEEN KILLED IN IRAQ 
AND AFGHANISTAN 

Mr. KENNEDY (for himself, Mr. 
REID, Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. 
KYLE, Mr.AKAKA, Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr. 
ALLARD, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. BAUCUS, 
Mr. BAYH, Mr. BENNETT, Mr. BIDEN, Mr. 
BINGAMAN, Mr. BOND, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. 
BROWN, Mr. BROWNBACK, Mr. BUNNING, 
Mr. BURR, Mr. BYRD, Ms. CANTWELL, 
Mr. CARDIN, Mr. CARPER, Mr. CASEY, 
Mr. CHAMBLISS, Mrs. CLINTON, Mr. 
COBURN, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. COLEMAN, 
Ms. COLLINS, Mr. CONRAD, Mr. CORKER, 
Mr. CORNYN, Mr. CRAIG, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. 
DEMINT, Mr. DODD, Mrs. DOLE, Mr. 
DOMENCI, Mr. DORGAN, Mr. ENSIGN, Mr. 
ENZI, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, 
Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. 
GREGG, Mr. HAGEL, Mr. HARKIN, Mr. 
HATCH, Mrs. HUTCHISON, Mr. INHOFE, 
Mr. INOUYE, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. JOHNSON, 
Mr. KERRY, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. KOHL, 
Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr. 
LEAHY, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mrs. 
LINCOLN, Mr. LUGAR, Mr. MARTINEZ, 
Mr. MCCAIN, Mrs. MCCASKILL, Mr. 
MENENDEZ, Ms. MIKULSKI, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. NELSON of 
Florida, Mr. NELSON of Nebraska, Mr. 
OBAMA, Mr. PRYOR, Mr. REED, Mr. ROB-
ERTS, Mr. ROCKEFELLER, Mr. SALAZAR, 
Mr. SANDERS, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. SES-
SIONS, Mr. SHELBY, Mr. SMITH, Ms. 
SNOWE, Mr. SPECTER, Ms. STABENOW, 
Mr. STEVENS, Mr. SUNUNU, Mr. TESTER, 
Mr. THUNE, Mr. VITTER, Mr. VOINOVICH, 
Mr. WARNER, Mr. WEBB, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. WICKER, and Mr. 
WYDEN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 501 

Whereas 4,009 members of the United 
States Armed Forces have lost their lives in 
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom and 487 
members of the United States Armed Forces 
have lost their lives in support of Operation 
Enduring Freedom; 

Whereas we honor the ultimate sacrifice 
that these men and women made for our 
country; 

Whereas the sacrifices of the fallen are in 
keeping with the highest traditions of the 
United States Army, Navy, Marine Corps, 
Air Force, and Coast Guard; 

Whereas, as their families and loved ones 
have sacrificed as well, we honor them in 
commemorating the memory of those that 
lost their lives; 

Whereas the following 4,009 members of the 
United States Armed Forces have lost their 
lives in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom: 

(1) Corporal Roberto Abad, Los Angeles, 
California; 

(2) Commander Joseph Acevedo, Bronx, 
New York; 

(3) Sergeant First Class Ramon A. 
Acevedoaponte, Watertown, New York; 

(4) Sergeant Michael D. Acklin II, Louis-
ville, Kentucky; 

(5) Specialist Genaro Acosta, Fair Oaks, 
California; 

(6) Private First Class Steven Acosta; 
Calexico, California; 

(7) Specialist James L. Adair, Carthage, 
Texas; 
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